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SYNOPSIS —

Approval of a revision of the attached Rules and Regulations for the City of Des Moines Municipal
Cemeteries.

FISCAL IMPACT —

N/A.

RECOMMENDATION —

Approval.

BACKGROUND —

Per Chapter 15.3 of the Munucipal Code of the City of Des Moines, the City Park and Recreation Board
has the authority to "prepare and compile administrative rules and regulations necessary to carry out
the provisions of this subchapter [on cemeteries] subject to section 15-160 of this chapter”. Section 15-
160 requires the City Park and Recreation Board to report to the City Council such rules and
regulations it adopts which shall be and become effective when approved by the City Council.

For the past several years many citizens have expressed issues with the rules and regulations governing
City of Des Moines owned cemeteries. Comments have related to the rules being too strict,
unenforceable, and difficult to understand. In October 1995, two citizens/staff committees established
by the Park and Recreation Board reviewed and revised the cemetery rules and regulations. Tabular
formats were created, wording was clarified, and a title/introduction page was added. Only a few
minor changes were actually made in some of the rules.

While both committees were prepared in October 1995 to recommend the revised Rules and
Regulations to the full Park and Recreation Board, the Board received a citizen request through the City
Manager's Office to hear a complaint about the quality of care at one of the cemeteries (Glendale), and
concern that the rules and regulations were still too complex. The Park and Recreation Board study
committee delayed action on the proposed rules and regulations and asked that the full Board create a
permanent citizens cemetery committee. The committee would be composed of citizens at large and
up to four members of the Park and Recreation Board. Meeting once a month, this committee could
adjudicate other citizens' concerns and complaints about the cemeteries, including the rules and
regulations, and make recommendations on these and other cemetery-related matters to the full Park
and Recreation Board. ‘
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The new Citizens' Cemetery Committee began meeting in May 1966. At its regular July meeting, the
Committee voted to recommend the proposed rules and regulations as presented for full Park and
Recreation Board approval.

Attachments



Yeq/s5

R.C. #p9.3244
RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR CITY OF DES MOINES MUNICIPAL CEMETERIES
Glendale, Laurel Hill, Woodland,
St. Ambrose, Oak Grove, and Sims
= Deleted

General Regulations

A) The Pa:k and Recreation Dn‘ector shall cause all ccmetenes to be dwxded mto blocks

B) No holder of a right of interment shall erect or place or cause to be erected or placed
on any burial space, lot or plot any memorial of a material or size not approved by
the City Park and Recreation Director. (Sec. 15-26, Municipal Code.)

C) One central or family memorial shall be permitted on a lot or plot and shall be set in
the center of the lot or plot.

E) In blocks where memorials of all types are permitted, memorials denoted as markers
* shall be placed at the end of the grave fartherest from the base of the central or family
memorial on the lots or plots. This restriction shall not apply to lots sold before

May 3, 1954,

Corner Posts

The City Park and Recreation Department shall set all corner posts. Corner posts shall be
the same material as allowable memorials and shall be placed flush with the grade. Initials
shall be cut in, not raised. Corner posts shall be at least six inches in length and not more
than six inches square on the face. They shall be dressed where they abut on adjacent lots
and set in cement.

Materials

A) All memorials shall be constructed of first grade granite guaranteed as such by retail
dealers except that memorials for infant interments may be of artificial or natural stone
other than granite. Memorials for veteran burial spaces shall be of flat grey gr
All plans for memorials must be submitted for approval as set forth in Section 15- 26
of the Municipal Code.




B) Vases integral to the memorial shall be of granite, bronze or aluminum. Vases
integral to the memorial but of a nonconforming material as of June 20, 1989, shall
be removed_ and dlscarded without notice by the Cemetery Supervisor when they

C) Size of Memorials

(1) Flush markers shall be no greater in length and width than the following:

whichever is greater, by 24 inches;

(c) Plots 9 feet and 10 feet in length, 60 percent of the width of the plot by 18
inches;

(d) Plots 11 feet in length, 60 percent of the width of the plot by 24 inches;

(e) Infant burial spaces (Laurel Hill only), 20 inches by 12 inches, and no more
than 16 inches high.

Decorations

A) Decorations shall consist of floral arrangements, wreaths and floral grave blankets.
Grave blankets are restricted to the winter decorating period.

B) Decorations are permitted on the memorial portion only of the burial spaces, lots or
plots.

®)

(1) One week before and one week after the religious holiday of Easter (as
recognized by the Protestant and Roman Catholic religions).




(5) From the Ist day of December to |

D) Removal of decorations:

B)

discarded by city personnel.

(2) Ornaments, glass in any form, shells, boxes, wood or iron cases, vigil lights,
battery operated lights, candles or any other similar articles are not allowed and
may be removed and discarded without notice at any time.

Any flower receptacle placed outside of a memorial must be made specifically for in
ground placement. Such receptacles must be placed at the ends of memorials and no
portion of the receptacle may be above ground. These receptacles may be used during
decoration penods only as set forth in section ) it receptacles are
not permitted in the infant or veteran sections of the cemetery.

Receptacles that are integral parts of a memorial may be used at all times.




D) All plantings must be done and maintained according to the following:

(1)

(2)
3)

4

)
(6)

Spring flowering bulbs such as tulips and daffodils are considered to be
perennials.

No plantings are permitted around footstones.

Annuals only may be planted in a 12 inch wide space along the graveside of the
memorial.

Annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs may be planted at the ends of the
memorials providing they do not exceed 3 feet in height and 30 inches in width,
nor encroach upon an adjacent burial space, lot or plot.

All plantings must be maintained free of sod and weeds.

No material §
cnclosures of any kind,

p[antmgs or materials not permitted by ordinance or these'rules and regulations.

Public Conduct in Cemeteries

A)

B)

&)

Interment or disinterments, removal or interment service on Sundays or on the
following holidays: New Years Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day or Christmas Day.

Children under 16 years of age within the cemetery or its buildings unless
accompanied by an adult.

Picnicking, sitting
the cemetery or in any of the buildings.

-4 -



D)
E)
F)

G)

Talking louder than conversational level within hearing distance of funeral services.

Expectorating or smoking within any of the buildings located within the cemetery.

Dogs allowed outside of vehicles within the cemetery or in any cemetery building.

Cemetery . 96\MCL\Rules. red
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GENERAL REGULATIONS

A. The Park and Recreatlon Dlrector (the D:rector) shall cause aII

B. No holder of a right of interment shall erect or place or cause to be
erected or placed on any burial space, lot or plot any memorial of a
material or size not approved by the Director. (Sec. 15-26, Municipal
Code)

&, One central or famtly memonal l

of the lot or p ot.

D In blocks where memorials of all types are permitted, memorials
denoted as markers shall be placed at the end of the grave farthest
from the base of the centrat or famlly memorial on the lots or plots. No

: . This restriction shall

not apply to lots sold before

ndependence Day, Labor Day,

Day, Memorla] Day {ob _
Thanksgiving D or Christmas Da

Veteran’s Day {o




II. MATERIALS

AII memorials
shall be

constructed of first grade granite guaranteed as such by retail dealers.
Memorials for infant interments may be of artificial or natural stone
other than gramfe Memorlals for "eteran burlal SDdLeS shall be of

B. Vases integral to the memorial shall be of granite, bronze or aluminum.
Vases integral to the memorial but of a non-conforming material as of
June 20, 1989 shall be removed and discarded without notice by the

Cemetery Supervisor when they become hazardous.

C. Size of Memoaorials:

T Flush markers shall be no greater in length and width than the
following:
Length of Marker Width of Marker
Adult Spaces 28 inches 18 inches
Infant Spaces 20 inches 12 inches

jie Veteran Spaces ' 24 inches 12 inches

B2 inches 18 inches
60% of plot width 18 inches

2. upright snts shall be no greater in length and width
than the following:
Length of Monument Width of Monument
Lots 9 and 10’ in length 62 inches 18 inches
62 inches or 60% of width,
Lots 11’ in length whichever is greater 24 inches
Plots 9" and 10" in length 609% of width of plot 24 inches
Plots 11° in length 60% of width of plot 24 inches
Infant Spaces 20 inches 12 inches
Laurel Hill Only No more than 16 inches high
D. Corner Posts

The City Park and Recreation Department shall set all corner posts.
Corner posts shall be the same material as allowable memorials and
shall be placed flush with the grade. Initials shall be cut in, not raised.
Corner posts shall be at least six inches in length and not more than
six inches square on the face. They shall be dressed where they abut
on adjacent lots and set in cement.



DECORATIONS

A.

Decorations shall consist of floral arrangements, wreaths, and floral
grave blankets. Grave blankets are restricted to the winter decorating
period.

Decorations are permltted on the memorial P! rtion only of the burial

Receptacles that are integral parts of a memorial may be used at all
times.

s One week before and one week after the religious holiday of
Easter (as recognized by the Protestant and Roman Catholic
religions).

Removal of Decorations:

| AII decorations
tHne ﬁve must be removed at the end of the decoratlcm
perlod or they will be discarded by City personnel.

2. Ornaments, glass in any form, shells, boxes, wood or iron
cases, vigil lights, battery operated lights, candles or any other
similar articles are not allowed and may be removed and
discarded without notice at any time.



IV. FLOWER RECEPTACLES

c. Any flower receptacle placed outside of a memorial must be made
specifically for in-ground placement. Such receptacles must be placed
at the ends of memorials and no portion of the receptacle may be
above ground. These receptacles may be used during decoration
periods only as set forth in Section 3E above.

D. Receptacles are not permitted in the infant or veteran sections of the
cemetery.
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B.

All plantings must be done and maintained according to the following:

1.

2.

No plantings are permitted around foot stones.

Annuals only may be planted in a 12 inch wide space along the
grave side of the memorial.

Annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs may be planted at the
ends of the memorials providing they DO NOT EXCEED 3 feet in
height and 30 inches in width, nor encroach upon an adjacent
burial space, lot or plot.

AII plantungs must be ma ntamed free of sod and weeds b

notice of any plantlngs or materials not permttted by ordinance
or these rules and regulations.



VI. PUBLIC CONDUCT IN CEMETERIES

A. Children under 16 years of age are

are not alflowed within the cemetery or
its buildings unless accompanied by an adult.

B. Picnicking or loitering about on any of the grounds, graves or
monuments in the cemetery or in any of the buildings t allowed at

&7 Talking louder than conversational levels
hearing distance of funeral services.

ted within

D.  Expectorating or smoking is n
located within the cemetery.

E: ot allowed outside of vehicles within the cemetery or in any
cemetery building.

E. Commercial photography is not allowed in any cemetery, except by
order of the Dil for good cause shown.

cemetery.96/rules.cl



