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SYNOPSIS -

On the June 26, 2000 Council agenda is a roll call to reaffirm the
City's commitment to pursue U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Brownfields Showcase Community designation. This national
award will empower the City to attract significant Federal resources
for brownfields redevelopment projects. The City's Showcase
Initiative proposes to focus on revitalization of the Riverpoint West
area, continued redevelopment of the Des Moines Agribusiness Park
and reinvestment on infill sites in the Enterprise Community. Each
area is located in an Enterprise Zone and has excellent redevelopment
potential. Ellen Walkowiak with the City's Office of Economic
Development is coordinating the City activities relative to this
project.

FISCAL IMPACT -

N/A.

RECOMMENDATION -

Approval.

BACKGROUND -

On April 17, 2000, by Roll Call No. 00-150, the City Council
authorized staff to pursue EPA Brownfields Showcase Community
designation, which submitted an application for consideration. On
June 7, 2000, EPA informed the City that it successfully competed
with 112 communities nationwide and is one of 32 finalists in the
national Brownfields Showcase Communities competition.

The Brownfields Showcase Communities designation is extremely
important in advancing the City's redevelopment efforts. Benefits
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