CITY COUNCIL

COMMUNICATION:

00-312

AGENDA:

JULY 10, 2000

SUBJECT:

1458 SEARLE

TYPE:

RESOLUTION
ORDINANCE
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SUBMITTED BY:

JIM GRANT
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR

ITEM

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA

SYNOPSIS -

Approval to refer the structure located at 1458 Searle to the
Engineering Department for removal. After City Council voted to
grant the titleholders a 60-day extension in which to renovate 1458
Searle, the structure has not been renovated and has been declared a
public nuisance.

FISCAL IMPACT -

The City will expend approximately $8,000 for the removal of the
structure.

RECOMMENDATION -

Approval.

BACKGROUND -

The structure located at 1458 Searle was inspected on September 17,
1997. The owners were the heirs of the Peterson Estate. Title to the
real estate transferred to Gourmet Foods on July 1, 1998. Gourmet
Foods entered into a Consent Decree on December 9, 1998. Although
Gourmet Foods agreed to bring the structure into compliance, the
Court authorized the City to remove the structure. Hence, Gourmet
Foods was granted an extension in which to complete the renovation
of the structure. The renovation was not completed. On June 29,
1999, Gourmet Foods was informed that the structure would be
referred to the Engineering Department for removal.

On November 3, 1999, Gourmet Foods caused an Application for
Injunctive Relief to be filed with the Court. On December 21, 1999,
the Court granted the owners until March 1, 2000 to complete the
renovation and authorized the City to proceed with the demolition if
not in compliance by that date.
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