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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
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SYNOPSIS -

Approval for submission of Section 8 Mainstream Housing
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities Grant to U.S. Department
of Housing & Urban Development (HUD).

FISCAL IMPACT -

Grant Application is for up to $1,599,660 over 5-year period. The
grant will pay for an estimated $206,100 in administration fees, and
an estimated $1,393,560 in housing assistance payments to owners of
rental housing.

RECOMMENDATION -

Approval.

BACKGROUND -

HUD issued a notice of fund availability for Section 8, subsidized
housing for disabled persons, in order to improve their access to
rental units. The vouchers are targeted specifically to the disabled.
They include requirements to provide supportive services, help the
participants find appropriate accessible housing and educate retail
property owners on resources available to modify housing to make it
more accessible.

This application for up to 75 rental vouchers for the Mainstream
Section 8 subsidies supports the identified priority needs stated in the
Des Moines City Council's Consolidated Plan, adopted by the City
Council in December, 1999. Housing for low income disabled
persons was named as a priority. The plan's strategies to provide
maximum opportunities for independent community living for Polk
County Health Services, Inc. (PCHS) consumers include:

1. Expanding supported housing in safe and affordable permanent
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