


The City, at its discretion, may offer stipends to encourage
applications for members at a minimum rate of $5.15 per hour.
Otherwise, members can be recruited for the educational award
provided by the Corporation for National Service Trusts upon
completion of 1,700 service hours.

The AmeriCorps program has been described as an urban Peace
Corps. Members are recruited to provide service projects totaling
1,700 hours over a 12-month period. In exchange, members receive
development training and can earn an educational award, provided by
the Corporation for National Service Trust, to be placed toward future
educational expenses or payment toward student loan debts.

The primary objectives for the AmeriCorps program are:

- To recruit and coordinate volunteer efforts in bringing members of
the community into the City of Des Moines' property system to
enhance the quality of life and leisure experiences of the residents of
Des Moines.

- To develop members in identification of environmental and
beautification strategies within the City of Des Moines that have
not/cannot be addressed by City employees.

- To expand partnerships with local neighborhoods in cooperation
with the Des Moines Independent School District for educating and
assisting with neighborhood community gardens.

- To conserve, restore, and sustain parks, recreation facilities, and
services provided to the community.

- To develop individual members through service projects and
training, to further their educational opportunities or become
gainfully employed.

The second year of service has been a tremendous success with over
40 community gardens (an increase of 38%), 25 adopted partners (an
increase of 56%) (a minimum of one-year service commitment), over
50 single service day projects, and summer recreation programming
at Evelyn K. Davis and Bates Parks. The AmeriCorps program also
generated over $50,000 of in-kind services and $15,000 in grants this
past fiscal year.

Outside revenue sources such as the Keep Des Moines Beautiful
Initiative ($50,000), Blank Park Zoo Foundation ($20,000), and the
Bright Foundation ($10,000) for a total of $80,000 will support
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