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SYNOPSIS —

Approval of the Des Moines City Council to participate with Polk
County and the City of Johnston in the construction of a multi-use
Recreational Trail approximately 3.7 miles in length from the Beaver
Creek trestle bridge in Johnston to the Interurban Trail trestle bridge
in Des Moines. Polk County would be the lead agency in the project
and provide the majority of the cost of design and construction.

FISCAL IMPACT —

Des Moines’ share would be approximately $71,000 based on a total
project cost estimated by the City of Des Moines’ Engineering
Department of $1,095,000. Funding for Des Moines’ share in the
project is budgeted in the City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP),
Bike Trails, CP040 PKS990000PJKS045. This amount includes
approximately $120,000 already paid by Polk County for removal of
debris and the renovation of the trestle Bridge at Polk County’s
border with Johnston. The City of Johnston has committed
contributions of equipment and staff to lay the asphalt trail surface as
well as other incidentals for a contribution of approximately
$200,000. This reduces the project cost to $775,000.

The 3.7-mile trail has 1.0 miles in Des Moines (27.3 percent); 2.4
miles in unincorporated Polk County (65.7 percent); and 0.26 miles
in Johnston (7 percent). Des Moines has agreed with Polk County to
split Johnston’s cost share between them because of Johnston’s
$200,000 contribution to the project.

Participation by Des Moines in the construction of the trail is
contingent upon Polk County as the lead agency successfully
obtaining either a statewide enhancement grant (70/30 match) from
the lowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) or an MPO
enhancement grant (80/20 match) from IDOT. If a statewide
enhancement grant is obtained, the project cost of $775,000 would
include $543,000 in grant dollars, with Polk county’s match at
$161,000 and Des Moines’ match at $71,000. If An MPO
enhancement grant is obtained in a lesser amount, it would be
necessary that Des Moines’ match be no more than $71,000
(although it could be a lesser amount) for the project to continue with
Des Moines’ participation.

RECOMMENDATION —







