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SYNOPSIS —

Propose Council action to accept ownership of the Myron and Jackie
Blank Discovery Center from the Blank Park Zoo Foundation.

FISCAL IMPACT —

There is no fiscal impact associated with this action. The Zoo
Foundation paid the construction costs and reimburses the City for
operating expenses.

RECOMMENDATION —

Approval.

BACKGROUND —

On May 3, 1999, by Roll Call No. 99-1411, City Council approved a
28E Web of Life Agreement with the Blank Park Zoo Foundation for
the construction of the Discovery Center. The Agreement stipulates
that the Zoo Foundation pay all construction costs, and to reimburse
the City for operating expenses of the Discovery Center. The Zoo
Foundation conducted a private fund-raising campaign to pay for the
$6.7 million construction cost, and continues to raise private funds to
pay the operating costs of $475,000 annually. The Agreement also
stipulates that upon approval by Council of the completed project,
ownership of the Discovery Center would transfer to the City. The
Zoo staff took occupancy of the Discovery Center on August 7, 2001,
to prepare the exhibits for opening to the public on September 1,
2001.

Because the City took occupancy of the Discovery Center on August
7, 2001, it is recommended that Council approve transfer of
ownership, effective this date.

Once the City approves the completion of the Discovery Center, the
Web of Life 28E Agreement will be terminated. The Foundation has
agreed to fund operating expenses until July 1, 2003, if the facility is
accepted before that time. An amendment to the 28E in which the
Foundation agrees to this continued funding of the operating
expenses should be executed by the Foundation prior to or at the
time of the City’s acceptance.







