
  

 

 

                            COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
                                      City Manager’s Office 

  

  

  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Agenda Date:               3/22/04                                                                        Communication 

No.:     04-146 

Agenda Item Type:       Ordinance                                                                    Roll Call 

No.:                            

  

Submitted by:               Larry Hulse, Director, Community Development Department 

  

  

SUBJECT— 

Review and approval of the City of Des Moines’ Landscape Standards as part of the City’s Site 

Plan Policies. 

  

  

SYNOPSIS— 

Council is asked to consider adopting the City of Des Moines Landscape Standards as part of the 

Site Plan Policies. The landscape standards would apply to selected Residential districts, C-0 and 

C-4 commercial districts, the downtown zoning districts: C-3, C-3A, C-3R, and the M-1, M-2 

and M-3 Industrial districts.  There are currently landscape standards in place for C-1 and C-2 

districts. 

  

  

FISCAL IMPACT— 

There is no immediate impact with the adoption of the standards. There may be an increased 

capital cost to public projects, e.g. new surface parking lots, new fire station etc. to meet the 

landscape standards. 

  

  

RECOMMENDATION— 

Approval   

  

  

 
   

 

 

  

  

Agenda Item: 

  

            65         

  

   



BACKGROUND— 

Former Mayor Peston Daniels established the Landscape Taskforce in 2001 which then formed a 

committee to spearhead the development of a set of landscape standards city-wide. A core team 

of city staff from Community Development, Parks and Recreation and the City Forester 

produced The City of Des Moines Landscape Standards proposed to become part of the City’s 

Site Plan Policies and as such, they will be required for new development (and some re-

development) that is required to undergo site plan review by the City.  
  
Currently, landscaped standards required by Des Moines are substandard in comparison to 

metro-wide communities. The proposed standards will elevate Des Moines to the mid-point in 

requirements in comparison to the metro area. 
  

  

The City of Des Moines Landscape Standards propose the following: 

  

1.      Open space, bufferyard and parking lot landscaping standards for religious, 

educational and public facilities and for multi-family development located in R-1 

through R-4 (Residential) zoning districts. This includes public schools, churches, fire 

stations, community centers, parks etc. 

  

2.      Open space, bufferyard, interior parking lot, and expanded perimeter parking lot 

landscaping standards for C-4 zoning districts (Shopping Center Commercial). 

  

3.      Parking lot and parkway (streetscape) standards for C3, (Central Business District), 

C3-A, (Central Business District Support), DR (Downtown Riverfront), and expanded 

parking lot and parkway landscape standards for C3-R, (Central Business District 

Mixed-Residential) 

  

4.      Open space, bufferyard, and parking lot standards for M-1, Light Industrial, M-2, 

Heavy Industrial and M-3, Limited Industrial. 

  

The landscape standards are also intended to apply to the new D-R Downtown Riverfront 

Zoning District. 

  

The Landscape Standards apply to: 

a)      New development of vacant land or removal of building, pavement, or a combination 

thereof, 

b)      A renovation totaling more than 50% of the assessed value of a structure, or an 

addition of more than 50% of the total square footage of an existing structure. At a 

minimum, the parking lot/display lot requirements need to be met. The open space, 

bufferyard and perimeter parking lot may be required and will be evaluated for 

compliance on a case-by-case basis. 

c)      The redevelopment of existing sties which : 

-         create a more intensive change in use, 



-         increases the required parking or requires a new Certificate of Occupancy, 

or Certification of Zoning Compliance. 

   

Process 

The proposed standards have been reviewed by members of the Mayor’s Landscape Taskforce, 

city staff from Engineering, including Public Works and Traffic and Transportation, as well as 

staff from the Office of Economic Development. 

  

The Regulations and Ordinance subcommittee of the Plan and Zoning Commission and the 

Urban Design Review Board also reviewed and commented and their suggestions have been 

incorporated. In addition, downtown developers, property owners, other stakeholders as well as 

architects and landscape architects were invited to a public meeting, held in October 2003, to 

provide comment. (see attached list of invitation and invitees).   

  

When the new zoning ordinance is adopted, these standards will be updated to ensure that they 

apply to the appropriate new district names. 

  

  



  
MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 

   
Des Moines Landscape Standards 

presentation and input session 

5:30 p.m. 
Monday, October 27, 2003 

Des Moines Botanical Center, Walsh Room 

909 East Riverside Drive 

  
As directed by The Mayor's Landscape Taskforce, city staff has developed a 
set of landscape standards to expand the realm of the City's existing landscape 
requirements. The standards are proposed to become part of the City's Site 

Plan Policies. As such, they will be required for new development (and some 
re-development) that is required to undergo site plan review by the City. A copy 
of the proposed Des Moines Landscape Standards document can be found at:  

  
                 http://www.dmgov.org/departments/CD/Landscape_Standards_Draft_3.5.pdf  

  
The standards include both the newly proposed landscape standards as well as 
those that the City currently has in place. The new proposed standards consist 
of the following: 
  

        The addition of open space, bufferyard and parking lot landscaping for 
Residential zoned districts (as applied to institutional and government 
uses such as churches, apartment buildings, schools, fire stations and 
parks that may occur in a Residential (R) district).  

        The addition of open space, bufferyard, and interior parking lot 
landscaping, and an increase of the perimeter parking lot landscaping 
required for C-4 zoning districts (Shopping Centers). 

        The addition of parking lot standards, and parkway (streetscape) 
standards for the C3, Central Business Districts; and C3-A, Central 
Business District Support.  

        The addition of standards for the M districts (M-1, Light Industrial and M-3, 
Limited Industrial). 
  

We encourage you to attend this informational and share your comments. 
  

It is anticipated that the standards will then proceed to the Plan and Zoning 
Commission for their recommendation and then to the Des Moines City 
Council for adoption as part of the Site Plan Policies. 
  
Please call Joe Bohlke, Deputy Zoning Enforcement Officer with questions @ 
283-4516  
  

http://www.dmgov.org/departments/CD/Landscape_Standards_Draft_3.5.pdf


  
  

Jim Rost 
Nationwide Realty Investors, Inc. 
375 North Front Street, suite 200 
Columbus, OH 43214 

Mr. Mike Simonson 
Simonson & Associates 
132 1/2 5

th
 Street 

West Des Moines, IA 50265 

Mr. Michael Myers 
Regency Builders Inc. 
2530 73

rd
 Street 

Urbandale IA 50322 

Mr. Richard Hurd 
4949 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 

Ed Arp 
CEC 
2400 86

th
 Street 

Urbandale, IA 50322 4379 

Karen Bode 
Bishop Engineering 
3501 104

th
 Street 

Urbandale, IA 50322 3825 

Steve Stab, Executive Director 
Home Builders Association of  
Greater Des Moines 
6751 Corporate Drive 
P.O. Box 649 
Johnston IA 50131 

Darrell Ball 
1601 West Lakes Parkway, Suite 100 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 

Jon D. Garnaas, President 
LADCO Development, Inc. 
2951 86

th
 Street 

Urbandale, IA 50322 

Ed Massman 
6932 Lakeshore Dr. 
Dallas, TX 75214 

Kirk Blunck 
202 Fleming Building 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

Steve Howard 
Riekes Material Handling 
1817 Hull Avenue 50313 

Marvin Pomerantz 
The Mid-America Group 
4700 Westown Pkwy. Suite 303 
West Des Moines, IA 50266 

    

Todd Raba 
MidAmerica Energy 
666 Grand Avenue, P.O. Box 657 
Des Moines, IA 50303-0657 

Bernard Van Til 
Preservation Properties Development Co.  
400 Locust Street, Suite 245 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

Jake Christianson 
Nelson Construction 
8800 Chamberry Road 
Johnston, IA 50131 

William Knapp II 
Knapp Properties 
5000 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines  IA 50266 

Gerard Neugent 
Knapp Properties 
5000 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines  IA 50266 

  Harry Bookey  
BH Equities  
400 Locust, Suite 790  
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Jim Hubbell, Chairman 
Hubbell Realty 
6900 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines  IA 50266 

Rick Tollakson, President 
Hubbell Realty 
6900 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines  IA 50266 

Jack Hatch 
Hatch Development Group 
696 18th 
Des Moines  IA 50314 



Chris Greenfield 
Downtown Community Alliance 
700 Locust #100 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Doug Wells 
Architects Wells Kastner Schipper  
1105 Grand Avenue, Suite 200 

West Des Moines, IA 50265  

Joe Coppola 
Court Avenue Business Association 
214 4th Street 
Des Moines  IA 50314 

Mark Stevens 
Polk County Administration 
111 Court Avenue 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Betty Kline 
100 Market Street 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Jim Boyt 
East Side Alliance 
522 E Grand 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

John McRoberts 
American Home Sales 
2020 Grand Ave #900 
West Des Moines  IA 50265 

Mary Sellers 
The Science Center of Iowa 
4500 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines  IA 50312 

The Honorable Celeste Bremer 
Federal Court House 
110 E Court Avenue 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

The Honorable Ronald Longstaff 
Federal Court House 
110 E. Court Avenue 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Greg Beachy 
General Services   
210 Walnut #165 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Nancy Wilson 
Department of General Services 
General Service Enterprise 
Hoover State Office Building, Level A 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

Richard Marguiles 
2100 Westown Parkway 
West Des Moines  IA 50266 

Tony D'Angelo 
Soho Development 

  5813 Waterbury Circle  
  Des Moines, IA 50312 

Dan West 
Richard Jannsen 
CPMI 
300 E Locust 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Jeffrey Morgan Architecture Studio 
522 East Grand, Suite 201 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Brooks, Borg, Skiles Architecture 
317 6th Avenue 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Herbert Lewis Kruse Blunck 
202 Fleming Building 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

William Dikis 
Renaissance Design Group 
301 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Brian Clark Landscape Architecture 
303 Locust #200 
Des Moines  IA 50309 

Dean  Ibsen 
General Service Enterprise 
Adminstrator of Design and Construction 
Grimes State Office  
400 E. 14

th
 St. 

Des Moines, IA 50319 

Michael Lander   
The Lander Group, Inc. 
3503 Hennepin Ave. South 
Minneaplis, MN 55408 
    

 George Sherman 
 The Lander Group, Inc. 
 3503 Hennepin Ave. South 
 Minneapolis, MN 55408 
  

Pat Deluhery 
Department of General Services 
General Service Enterprise 
Hoover State Office Building, Level A 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

Jeff Schachtner 
100    Market Street #116 

  Des Moines, IA 50309 

John Berguson 
Iowa State Bank 
627 E. Locust 
Des Moines, IA 50309 

Jim Levy 
 Newbury Development  
100 Court Avenue 

   Des Moines, IA 50309 



  

  

  

  

  

  


