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Submitted by: Phillip C. Vorlander.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Chief of the Fire Department 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:  

 

Approving an Amendment to the agreement with Life and Fire Safety (LAFS). 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Recommend approval of the transfer of the Life and Fire Safety (LAFS) vehicles from the City of Des 

Moines to the LAFS program. In 2001 the City acquired a Polk County grant to purchase a van and 

trailer for use by the LAFS program and the City holds the title to both vehicles. LAFS has used these 

vehicles exclusively since 2001 and the Chief of the Fire Department and the City Risk Manager desire to 

limit the City’s potential liability for use of the van and trailer by transferring the titles to these vehicle to 

the LAFS program.  The LAFS program has agreed to accept the titles of these vehicles. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE 
 

Amount:  $10,500 value of vehicles to be transferred 

 

Funding Source:  N/A 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:   

 

Life and Fire Safety (LAFS) is a 501(c)(3) organization that does public fire safety and other emergency 

related education, often in collaboration with the Des Moines Fire Department. The vehicles that LAFS 

have used exclusively are a 2001 Ford van (City inventory number 3160) with an estimated current value 

of nine thousand dollars ($9,000.00) having approximately thirty thousand miles and an enclosed trailer 

with an estimate current value of fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00); the total value of both vehicles thus 

being ten thousand-five hundred dollars ($10,500.00). These vehicles came into City ownership as the 

result of grant award from Polk County, the application for which was submitted by LAFS, and the 

intended use of these vehicles has always been exclusively for LAFS activities. The Chief of the Fire 

Department and Risk Manager desire to limit the City’s potential liability for use and maintenance of the 

van and trailer by transferring title of these vehicles to LAFS. The fair market value of the vehicles is 

approximately the value of the public education services provided to the citizens of Des Moines over the 

expected remaining useful life of the vehicles, so it is in the best interest of the City to transfer ownership 

of the vehicles to LAFS and to enter into an amendment to the Agreement to facilitate such transfer. 

 

LAFS has agreed to accept title to the vehicles. Ownership of the vehicles will revert back to the city in 

the event of termination of LAFS or cessation for over six (6) months of the Life and Safety Program by 

LAFS. No city logos may be used on the vehicles during the period that LAFS assumes ownership. 
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):  
 

Date:  October 9, 2006 

 

Roll Call Number: 06-1989 

 

Action:  Extension of Agreement with Life and Fire Safety (LAFS) to provide life and fire safety 

educational programs to children and the elderly in the Greater Des Moines area.  Moved by Hensley to 

adopt.  Motion Carried 6-0. 

 

Date:  September 25, 2000 

 

Roll Call Number: 00-3819 

 

Action:  28E Agreement between the City of Des Moines and LAFS FOR LIFE (Life and Fire Safety 

Program) not-for-profit corporation.  Moved by McPherson to adopt. Motion Carried 7-0. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S): NONE 
 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS: NONE 

 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the Clerk’s 

Office on the second floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the City 

Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive meeting 

notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to cityclerk@dmgov.org. 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/mayor_council/agendas/2006_as/100906/42.pdf

