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AGENDA HEADING:

Recognition of the Historic East Village, Inc.

SYNOPSIS:

Formal recognition of the Historic East Village, Inc. according to the Neighborhood Recognition Policy.

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE
Amount: N/A

Funding Source: N/A

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

The Des Moines City Council approved the City of Des Moines Neighborhood Recognition Policy on
May 24, 1993 by Roll Call No. 93-2026. The intent of this policy is to assist citizens of Des Moines
sharing common identity, goals, and concerns to form an organization which will be formally
recognized by city government boards, committees and councils and will act as an advisory body when
dealing with decisions made by the City and its entities. The policy wishes to recognize the fact that the
long term stability of a neighborhood depends on the existence of strong neighborhood based
organizations able to demonstrate broad, grassroots participation and the ability to provide leadership
and command respect in working with the City and other public and private interests.

In order to implement this policy, Planning Staff developed a strategy that consisted of providing
information about the policy and requested information from the neighborhood organizations.
Organizations who wish to become recognized must submit the following information: 1) official name
of organization, 2) detailed neighborhood boundaries, 3) a list of the organization’s representatives with
their address and telephone number, 4) the location and time of their membership meetings, and 5) a
copy of the organization’s bylaws.

The East Village Neighborhood Association (EVNA) was designated as a Recognized neighborhood on
February 22, 1999 by Roll Call 99-493. In 2003, the Historic East Village, Inc. (HEV) formed as a 501c3
non-profit organization dedicated to promoting and improving the area. On March 30, 2010, Planning
Staff received a letter from the EVNA stating their intent to dissolve and merge with the Historic East
Village, Inc. On April 1, 2010, the HEV applied to become a recognized neighborhood and stated their
intent to absorb the EVNA members. It is the goal of the HEV to represent both residents as well as
business owners through their organization.
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Community Development Staff has worked with the two organizations regarding their plans to merge.
While the model presented by the HEV is different than that of our typical neighborhood associations, it
is staff’s belief they have the organizational capacity necessary to represent all of the stakeholders in the
East Village and be sustainable going forward. The Neighborhood Recognition Policy states that “a
neighborhood organization is a group of people who identify with a common area, who share common
goals and concerns, and who meet the standards for neighborhood recognition”. The East Village is truly
a mixed-use neighborhood, and as such, should have an organization composed of residents, business
owners, and resident/business owners in order to advocate on their behalf.

As part of their application, the HEV proposes expanding the current boundaries of the area known as the
East Village. The new neighborhood boundaries include the Des Moines River on the west and south, I-
235 on the north, and E 14™ Street on the east. See the attached map for details. The current officers of
the HEV include: Marsha Steele, President; Abra Pulley, Vice President; Cassie Sampson, Secretary; and
L. Allyn Dixon Jr., Treasurer. The group meets monthly.

At their meeting on April 7, 2010 the Neighborhood Revitalization Board recommended this application
for approval. In accordance with the Policy, each recognized neighborhood organization would receive
a proclamation from the Mayor and the City Council.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):

Date: February 22, 1999

Roll Call: 99-493

Action: Approving Recognized Neighborhood Status for "East Village". Moved by Hensley to adopt,
and recommend the Neighborhood Group work with East Des Moines Development Group. Motion
Carried 5-1-1. Nays: Belken. Pass: McPherson. (Previous motion to DENY failed).

Date: December 21, 1998

Roll Call: 98-3845

Action: Approving recognition of East Village in accordance with City's Neighborhood Recognition
Policy. Moved by Coleman to receive, file and refer back to Neighborhood Revitalization Board. Motion
Carried 7-0.

Date: December 7, 1998

Roll Call: 98-3702

Action: East Village Neighborhood and Merchants Association - boundaries are Des Moines River, |-
235, E. 14th Street and Vine Street. (Council Communication No. 98-544). Moved by Hensley to defer

action to 12-21-98. Staff to work with them to clarify Neighborhood/Merchant issues. Motion Carried 7-
0.

Date: May 24, 1993


http://cdm/mayor_council/agendas/1998_as/blue/98-544.htm

Council Communication No. 10-210
Page 3 of 3

Roll Call: 93-2026

Action: Approval of Neighborhood Recognition Policy.

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):
Date: November 18, 1998

Board/Commission: Neighborhood Revitalization Board

Action: Approved East Village recognition application.
Date: February 3, 1999

Board/Commission: Neighborhood Revitalization Board

Action: Re-assessed recognition policy criteria and re-affirmed approval of East Village recognition
application.

Date: April 7, 2010

Board/Commission: Neighborhood Revitalization Board

Action: Recommended approval to formally recognize the Historic East Village, Inc. under the
Neighborhood Recognition Policy

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS: NONE

For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the Clerk’s
Office on the second floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive. Council agendas are available to the public at the City
Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive meeting
notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to cityclerk@dmgov.org.
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