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AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Amending Chapter 74 and 78 of the City Code regarding a pilot program to allow mobile food venders 

to operate in designated City parks. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Recommend approval to amend Chapters 74 and 78 of the ordinance to establish a pilot program to 

allow mobile food venders to operate in designated City parks. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  $200 fee for a yearly permit, or $25 fee for a daily permit.  It is expected that a pilot program 

to allow food venders will have a nominal impact to the Park and Recreation Department’s overall 

operating budget. 

  

Funding Source:  N/A 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

Staff has reviewed sections of Chapters 78 of the Municipal Code in regards to Mobile Food Venders 

and is recommending that a pilot program be started in 2016 that would allow mobile food venders to 

operate in selected Des Moines Parks.   

 

On February 23, 2016, the Parks and Recreation Board unanimously approved the pilot program for 

mobile food venders in designated parks. 

 

The proposed additions to Chapter 74 to allow for this pilot program are outlined below. 

 

Sec. 74-210.  Mobile Food Venders. 
 

This article is being adopted as a pilot project for a limited duration, after which the City Council will 

determine whether to repeal this article or to make changes to this article, as appropriate. 

(a) Mobile venders operating mobile vender vehicles, as defined in Article V of Chapter 78 

of this code, may be located or operated only in the following parks: 

(1) Greenwood Park; 

(2) Ashworth Park; 

(3) Union Park; 

(4) Grandview Park; 
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(5) Ewing Park; and 

(6) MacRae Park. 

 

(b) Mobile vender vehicles may only be located in a parking space designated by a sign for 

mobile food venders within the paved parking lot or park road, with a maximum of two 

(2) spaces being designated in each park. Use of such designated parking spaces are on 

a first-come first-serve basis each day. No other parking space or parking on unpaved 

areas within the parks may be used for mobile vender vehicles. Mobile venders are not 

allowed to place any items within the park, other than the mobile vender vehicle, such 

as tables or chairs. 

 

(c) Mobile vender vehicles are only allowed in the above-designated parks during the days 

of the year when permanent restrooms are open to the public in such parks and only 

during hours when the park is open to the public. 

 

(d) Every mobile food vender operating or locating a mobile vender vehicle within the 

designated parks must have a current mobile vender license issued in compliance with 

Article V of Chapter 78 of this code and operate in compliance with all license and 

article V of Chapter 78 requirements. 

 

(e) Every mobile food vender operating or locating a mobile vender vehicle within the 

above designated parks must have a mobile food vender permit issued by the park and 

recreation director. An application for such permit must be made by submitting an 

application on a form provided by the department at least three (3) business days prior 

to use. The application must include a copy of the applicant’s mobile vender license 

issued by the City Clerk and payment of the application fee of $200 for an annual 

permit or $25 per day for a one (1) day permit.  Annual permits shall be in effect for one 

(1) year, or portion thereof, from April 1 through October 31 of each year and are in 

effect only during the time periods when the requirements of subsection (d) above are 

met. The park and recreation director may designate dates within the permit period 

during which mobile venders are prohibited from operating within the designated parks. 

 

(f) The permit must be displayed within the mobile vender vehicle in a manner such that it 

is readily visible to all persons seeking to conduct business with the mobile vender. 

 

(g) Upon complaint or a reasonable suspicion that a permittee or the permittee’s employees 

or agents has furnished any false information in its application or has violated or failed 

to comply with any of the requirements of this article or Chapter 78 of this code, or any 

other provisions of this code, the suspension or revocation provisions in section 78-211 

of this code shall apply, with the park and recreation director or director’s designee in 

substitution for the City Clerk or City Clerk’s designee. 

 

(h) Section 74-178 does not apply to mobile venders operating mobile vender vehicles. 

 

Upon approval by the City Council of the proposed amendments of Municipal Code Chapter 74 Article 

VIII. MOBILE FOOD VENDERS IN DESIGNATED PARKS, the Parks and Recreation Department 

will designate parking spaces in the selected parks. 
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  February 8, 2016 

 

Roll Call Number:  16-0226, 16-0227, and 16-0228 

 

Action:  Amending Section 78 of the Municipal Code regarding the allowed locations, times and 

manner of operation of mobile food venders.  (Council Communication No.  16-066) Moved by 

Hensley that this ordinance be considered and given first vote for passage.  Motion Carried 6-0. 

Council Member Gatto declares a conflict of interest and abstains from voting. 

 

(A) Amending the Schedule of Fees for Mobile Venders.  Moved by Hensley to adopt. Motion 

Carried 6-0. Council Member Gatto declares a conflict of interest and abstains from voting. 

 

(B) Final consideration of ordinance above, requires six votes.  Moved by Hensley that the rule 

requiring that an ordinance must be considered and voted on for passage at two Council 

meetings prior to the meeting at which it is to be finally passed be suspended, that the 

ordinance be placed upon its final passage and that the ordinance do now pass, #15,447.  

Motion Carried 6-0. Council Member Gatto declares a conflict of interest and abstains from 

voting. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):    

 

Board:  Parks and Recreation 

 

Date:  February 23, 2016 

 

Resolution Number:  16-012 

 

Action:  Approval of proposed amendments of Municipal Code Chapter 74 Article VIII. MOBILE 

FOOD VENDERS IN DESIGNATED PARKS regarding a pilot program to allow mobile food 

vendors to operate in designated parks.   

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:   

 

2
nd

 and 3
rd

 readings of the ordinance amendment. 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2016/16-0226.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2016/16-0227.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2016/16-0228.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20160208/33.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/16-066.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20160208/33a.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/Ordinances/15447.pdf
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