
 

 

Council Communication:  17-499 

  
Date: June 26, 2017 

Agenda Item No. 55A 

Roll Call No.  17-1112 

Communication No. 17-499 

Submitted by:  Benjamin R. Page, Park 

and Recreation Director 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Hearing for vacation and lease of Royal Park. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Hearing regarding the proposed vacation and lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner until 

the park’s future can be determined as part of the City’s upcoming parks and recreation comprehensive 

plan. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  NONE 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

 On January 31, 2017, the Parks and Recreation Department received a letter from the River 

Bend Neighborhood Association regarding concerns in the River Bend Neighborhood (included 

below).  One (1) of the concerns was the condition of Royal Park.  They requested that 

improvements be made to the park or if improvements could not be made then the City should 

consider disposing of the park.   

 

 Royal Park is a 0.2 acre park that is surrounded by single-family homes on both the north and 

south side of the park and an alley along the east edge of the park.  Currently the park has two 

(2) benches and a sign with the remaining portions of the park comprised of open space.   

 

 After reaching out to the neighborhood association and the surrounding property owners, staff 

considered the following options for the future of the park: 

 

1) Leave the park “as is” which would be a small open space within the park with a sign 

and a couple park benches 

2) Update the master plan for the park 

3) Target the park for disposition and use the proceeds of the land sale for park 

improvements in the neighborhood 

4) Sell the property and acquire another more appropriate parcel of land in the general 

vicinity of the park 

5) Acquire additional properties connected to the park to increase the size of the park 

6) Keep ownership of the property, but lease to adjoining property owners for a garden 

lease until the park and recreation comprehensive plan is completed and the need for the 

park can be determined 
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 Many of the above options would require budget allocations and City Council approval, which 

are not currently within the adopted six (6) year Capital Improvement Program.   

 

 On May 17, 2017 a public meeting was hosted to allow the public to comment on the proposed 

temporary lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner.  Prior to the meeting notices were 

sent to property owners within 500 feet of the park, to every neighborhood association 

president and a press release sent out regarding the proposed lease.  Four (4) people attended 

and were in favor of the proposed temporary lease and vacation of Royal Park.   

 

 At its May 23, 2017 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board unanimously approved a staff 

recommendation to vacate and lease Royal Park to adjacent property owner for a temporary 

amount on time (three {3} - five {5} years) until the completion of the park and recreation 

comprehensive plan is completed and a final determination on the need for Royal Park can 

evaluated.   

 

 Staff is recommending that the City Council vacate the land that is Royal Park and lease it to an 

adjacent property owner.  It will remain City-owned land and following the comprehensive 

plan update should the land be needed for parkland purposes it would be rededicated for 

parkland.   

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  June 12, 2017 

 

Roll Call Number:  17-0976 

 

Action:  On Des Moines Parks and Recreation Department request to vacate Royal Park at 1809 8
th

 

Street, (6-26-17).  (Council Communication No.  17-460)  Moved by Hensley to adopt.  Motion 

Carried 7-0. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):    

 

Board:  Park and Recreation Board 

 

Date:  May 23, 2017 

 

Resolution Number:  17-038 

 

Action:  Motion by Davis to approve the proposed lease of Royal Park.  Second by Ogle.  Motion 

carried 15-0. 

 

Board:  Park and Recreation Board 

 

Date:  April 25, 2017 

 

Resolution Number:  17-033 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2017/17-0976.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20170612/26.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/17-460.pdf
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Action:  Motion by Ogle to receive and file the Royal Park proposal.  Second by Lepley.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:  NONE 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Administration Building, 400 E. Court Avenue Ste.116.  Council agendas are 

available to the public at the City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can 

also request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email 

to cityclerk@dmgov.org. 
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