
 

 

Council Communication:  18-204 

  
Date: April 23, 2018 

Agenda Item No. 6D 

Roll Call No.  18-0668 

Communication No. 18-204 

Submitted by:  Benjamin R. Page, Park 

and Recreation Director, 

and Steven L. Naber, 

P.E., City Engineer 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Ordering construction of the following:  EMC Overlook at MacRae Park - Receiving bids, (5-8-18), 

and Setting date of hearing, (5-21-18).  Construction Estimate - $684,000. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Recommend the City Council proceed with construction of the improvement and set dates to receive 

bids and hold a public hearing, as required by Iowa Code, utilizing the method of financing referenced 

below.  This project provides for the construction of a new weathering steel structured pedestrian 

overlook and park shelter located near the existing overlook in MacRae Park.  This project is made 

possible by a generous donation from EMC Insurance Companies as well as contributions from many 

private individuals and organizations.  This project has been identified as a key component of the 2014 

MacRae Park Conceptual Plan.  Construction work is planned to start in 2018 and completed in 2019 

and will be coordinated with the MacRae Park Road Reconstruction Phase 2 project. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  $684,000 City Engineer's Estimate 

  

Funding Source:  2018-2019 CIP, Page Park-7, MacRae Park Improvements, PK179, Being:   

$600,000 in private donations, and the remaining $84,000 in G.O. Bonds 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

 The Engineering Department has prepared plans, specifications, form of contract documents, 

and City Engineer’s estimate for the construction of the EMC Overlook at MacRae Park, 11-

2017-010.  The improvement includes new concrete foundations, colored concrete walkways, 

weathering steel structure fabrication and installation, aluminum plank decking system, custom 

fabricated guardrails with integrated handrail lighting system, exposed wood decking and 

standing seam metal roof system, flagpole, signage, new electrical service, lighting, limestone 

site elements, landscaping and surface restoration; all in accordance with the contract 

documents including Plan File Nos. 582-134/160, located in MacRae Park, 1021 Davis 

Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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 The estimated construction cost is $684,000.  The proposed plans, specifications, and form of 

contract documents are available for public inspection in the Des Moines City Engineer's 

Office. 

 

 
 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  November 20, 2017 

 

Roll Call Number:  17-1935   

 

Action:  Approving exception to request for proposals process for good cause and approving 

Professional Services Agreement with Simonson and Associates, LLC for architectural and 

engineering design services for the EMC Overlook at MacRae Park, not to exceed $66,400.  (Council 

Communication No.  17-791)  Moved by Coleman to adopt.  Motion Carried 7-0.   

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2017/17-1935.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20171120/9.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/17-791.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/17-791.pdf


Council Communication No. 18-204 

Page 3 of 3 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):    

 

Board:  Access Advisory Board 

 

Date:  February 21, 2018 

 

Resolution Number:  18-12 

 

Action:  EMC Overlook at MacRae Park.  Presentation by Alan Van Gundy, Simonson & Associates 

and Mark Dinges, City Engineering Department, of plans for overlook. Plans reviewed by Stieler. 

There were questions regarding handrail, slope and access to point of overlook. Stieler and Board were 

satisfied with clarifications and presentation and Stieler recommended approval of plans. Motion by 

Stieler to approve. Seconded by Gibson. Motion Carried. 

 

Board:  Urban Design Review Board 

 

Date:  February 27, 2018 

 

Resolution Number:  N/A 

 

Action:  The Board is asked to provide comments on the final design review of this project. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval. 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:   

 

Anticipated actions include public hearing, receive and file bids, designate lowest bidder, and approve 

contract and bond; also, partial payments to the contractor and final acceptance of work. 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting.  Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 
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