
 

 

Council Communication:  18-263 

  
Date: May 21, 2018 

Agenda Item No. 76 

Roll Call No.  18-0940 

Communication No. 18-263 

Submitted by:  Benjamin R. Page, Park 

and Recreation Director, 

and Steven L. Naber, 

P.E., City Engineer 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Hearing on EMC Overlook at MacRae Park:  Resolution approving plans, specifications, form of 

contract documents, engineer’s estimate, receive and file bids, and designating lowest responsible 

bidder as Koester Construction Company, Inc., Paul Koester, President, $728,500. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

This is a public hearing to allow for public input on the EMC Overlook at MacRae Park and take the 

necessary actions as required by Iowa Code to authorize a contract for construction of the proposed 

project.  This project provides for the construction of a new weathering steel structured pedestrian 

overlook and park shelter located near the existing overlook in MacRae Park.  This project is made 

possible by a generous donation from EMC Insurance Companies as well as contributions from many 

private individuals and organizations.  This project has been identified as a key component of the 2014 

MacRae Park Conceptual Plan.  Construction work is planned to start in 2018 and completed in 2019 

and will be coordinated with the MacRae Park Road Reconstruction Phase 2 project. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  $728,500 Construction Contract Base Bid plus Alternate 1 ($710,000 base bid plus Alternate 

1 City Engineer's Estimate) 

  

Funding Source:  2018-2019 CIP, Page Park-7, MacRae Park Improvements, PK179, Being:   

$700,000 in private donations, and the remaining $28,500 in G.O. Bonds 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

 On April 23, 2018, under Roll Call No. 18-0668, the City Council received and filed plans, 

specifications, form of contract documents, and City Engineer's estimate for the construction of 

the EMC Overlook at MacRae Park.  Before the City Council can enter into a contract, it must 

hold a public hearing and approve the proposed plans, specifications, and form of contract 

documents and engineer's estimate for the construction of the EMC Overlook at MacRae Park, 

11-2017-010.  The improvement includes new concrete foundations, colored concrete 

walkways, weathering steel structure fabrication and installation, aluminum plank decking 

system, custom fabricated guardrails with integrated handrail lighting system, exposed wood 
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decking and standing seam metal roof system, flagpole, signage, new electrical service, 

lighting, limestone site elements, landscaping and surface restoration. All in accordance with 

the contract documents including Plan File Nos. 582-134/160, located in MacRae Park, 1021 

Davis Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa. 

 

 Sealed bids for said improvement were submitted by the following bidders: 

o Koester Construction Company, Inc., Grimes, IA  

o Core Structural Services LLC, Clive, IA  

o Neumann Brothers, Inc., Des Moines, IA  

o Rochon Corporation of Iowa, Inc., Urbandale, IA 

 

 The bids were received and opened at a public meeting presided over by the City Engineer in 

the City Council Chambers, 2
nd

 Floor, City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines, Iowa 

at 11:00 a.m. on May 8, 2018. 

 

 The City Engineer has determined that the lowest responsive, responsible bid for the 

construction of said improvement was submitted by Koester Construction Company, Inc., Paul 

Koester, President, 3050 SE Enterprise Drive, Suite A, Grimes, IA, 50111 in the amount of 

$728,500, and said bid should be accepted.  The Finance Director has determined that funds are 

available for said improvement as stated above. 
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  April 23, 2018 

 

Roll Call Number:  18-0668     

 

Action:  Ordering construction of the following:  

 

(D) EMC Overlook at MacRae Park: Receiving of bids, (5-8-18), Setting date of hearing, (5-21-

18). Engineer’s estimate, $684,000.  (Council Communication No. 18-204)  Moved by Gatto to 

adopt.  Motion Carried 7-0. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):  NONE 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:   

 

Partial payments to the contractor and final acceptance of work. 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting.  Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2018/18-0668.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20180423/6d.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/18-204.pdf
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