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Roll Call No.  18-1179 

Communication No. 18-354 

Submitted by:  Phillip Delafield, 

Assistant City Manager 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Approval of ordinance temporarily waiving permit fees. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

On Saturday, June 30, 2018 a severe storm caused flash flooding throughout neighborhoods in Des 

Moines.  This flooding severely damaged many dwellings, places of business and other structures creating 

an emergency situation.  It is in the public interest to assist in the efforts of the affected property owners 

and tenants to repair, renovate, relocate, demolish or replace damaged structures and improvements. 

  

The imposition and collection of permit fees on such activities would add a further impediment to the 

recovery of the affected property owners and tenants and the City from the disastrous effects of the recent 

flooding within the City. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  Unknown at this time. 

  

Funding Source:  

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

Due to the recent flooding event, the following permit fees will be waived for permit applications and 

inspections applied for and requested between July 2, 2018 and October 5, 2018, and associated with 

property impacted by the recent floods: 

 

 Building, demolition, obstruction, sign, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing permits and 

review fees for plan checking, engineering, planning and zoning reviews.  However, 

reinspection fees are not hereby waived. 

 Grading permit fees. 

 Certificate of occupancy and compliance fees. 

 Site plan application and amendment fees. 

 Excavation and obstruction permit fees. 

 Special parking permit application fee, and if applicable, daily meter rate and meter hood fee. 

 Rental inspection fees imposed by Chapter 60 of the Municipal Code of the City of Des 

Moines, as set out in the schedule of fees adopted by the City Council, are hereby waived for 

complaint inspections prompted by flooding or the surcharge of the sanitary and storm sewer 

systems. 
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 The waiver of fees provided for by this ordinance shall apply only to activities undertaken to 

repair, renovate, relocate, demolish or replace structures and improvements damaged by 

flooding or the surcharge of the sanitary or storm sewer systems that has occurred in the 

months of June and July, 2018.  The Community Development Director may require the party 

requesting the waiver of fees pursuant to this ordinance provide such information as may be 

necessary to verify that the activities being undertaken by the party qualify for the waiver of 

fees. 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  June 16, 2008 

 

Roll Call Number:  08-1082 and 08-1083 

 

Action:  First consideration of ordinance temporarily waiving all permit fees for the repair renovation 

or replacement of structures damaged by the recent flooding within the City of Des Moines.  Moved by 

Coleman that this ordinance be considered and given first vote for passage.  The City manager will 

provide periodic reports regarding the number of permits issued.  Motion Carried 7-0. 

 

(A) Final consideration of ordinance above, (waiver requested by Community Development 

Director), requires 6 votes.  Moved by Coleman that the rule requiring that an ordinance must 

be considered and voted on for passage at two Council meetings prior to the meeting at which it 

is to be finally passed be suspended, that the ordinance be placed upon its final passage and that 

the ordinance do now pass, #14,777.  Motion Carried 7-0. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):  NONE 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:  NONE 

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2008/08-1082.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2008/08-1083.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/Ordinances/14777.pdf
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