
 

 

Council Communication:  18-629 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Number: 18-629 Meeting: December 3, 2018 

Agenda Item: 16 Roll Call: 18-1985 

Submitted by: Scott E. Sanders, City Manager 

 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Resolution approving Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway Property Acquisition Agreement with the Polk 

County Conservation Board (PCCB). 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Recommend approval of the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway Property Acquisition Agreement 

between the City of Des Moines, Iowa and PCCB.  Under the Agreement, the PCCB approved 

$1,000,000 of funding for acquisition of properties within the 500-year floodplain of the Lower 

Fourmile Creek Greenway.  The City will undertake property acquisition and structure demolition 

efforts in exchange for said funding and implementation of the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway 

master plan by PCCB.   

 

Over 90% of the funding will be used towards properties that are already participating in the City’s 

2018 Limited Voluntary Flood Buyout Project.  The remaining funding will be used to acquire vacant 

land parcels within the Fourmile Creek floodplain, which are needed to provide contiguous public 

ownership of property for the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  $1,000,000 (Revenue) 

  

Funding Source:  ND405643 - General Fund – Non-Departmental - FY2019 Operating Budget – Page 

97.  (This is a new program within this Organization Code that will be included in the FY2019 

Amended Budget): $942,844 revenue to supplement the 2018 Limited Voluntary Flood Buyout 

Project; $57,156 revenue for the purchase of additional vacant land parcels within the Fourmile Creek 

Floodplain. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

 On November 6, 2017, by Roll Call No. 17-1901, the City Council approved the Lower 

Fourmile Creek Greenway master plan, covering the lower third of the Fourmile Creek 

Watershed and including portions of Des Moines, Pleasant Hill and unincorporated Polk 

County, as a first step in implementing the Fourmile Creek Watershed Management Plan. 
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 In June 2018, the City of Des Moines and Polk County experienced unprecedented rainfall and 

flash flooding, creating a threat to public health, safety and welfare to City residents, including 

severe property damage to residents in the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway. 

 

 On July 16, 2018, by Roll Call No. 18-1218, the City Council authorized the City Manager to 

develop and implement the 2018 Limited Voluntary Flood Damaged Property Buyout Project. 

 

 On August 8, 2018, by Roll Call No. 18-0808, PCCB designated up to $1,000,000 of funding 

and authorized its staff to negotiate an agreement with the City regarding acquisition of 

properties within the 500-year floodplain of the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway for 

implementation of the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway master plan including natural resource 

restoration, water quality improvements and passive recreational enhancements. 

 

 On November 14, 2018, by Roll Call No. 18-0808, PCCB approved the Lower Fourmile Creek 

Greenway Property Acquisition Agreement by and between the City and PCCB. 

 

 Following acquisition of the certain identified properties under the Agreement, the City will 

undertake the process to transfer ownership of said acquired properties to PCCB.  PCCB’s use 

of the properties shall be in compliance with the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway master plan 

approved by Roll Call No. 17-1901 and any additional deed restrictions or covenants required 

by the City. 
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  July 16, 2018 

 

Roll Call Number:  18-1218 

 

Action:  Authorizing the City Manager to develop and implement a limited administrative plan for the 

voluntary property acquisition of certain one and two-family residential flood damaged properties on a 

not to exceed basis. (Council Communication No. 18-370) Moved by Gatto to adopt; refer to the City 

Manager to reach out to our partners at the Polk County Conservation Board and the Polk County 

Board of Supervisors regarding assistance with funding, and to increase the “not to exceed” amount to 

$11,500,000.  Motion Carried 7-0.    

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):  NONE 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:   

 

Set and hold a public hearing for the transfer of properties acquired under the Agreement to PCCB. 

Consideration of a management agreement with Polk County Conservation for the maintenance and 

management of publicly owned land and facilities along the Lower Fourmile Creek Greenway in the 

City of Des Moines.   

 

 

 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2018/18-1218.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20180716/4.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/18-370.pdf
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