
 
Council Com munication:  25-4 21 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Number: 25-421 Meeting: November 17, 2025 

Agenda Item: 24 Roll Call: 25-1540 

Submitted by: Benjamin R. Page, Parks and Recreation Director 

 

 

AGENDA HEADING:   

 

Setting date of hearing on Lease Agreement with Bergman Academy for Greenwood Building 

(formerly the Science Center of Iowa Building) at 100 45th Street in Ashworth Park. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:  

 

Setting date of hearing on Lease Agreement between Bergman Academy (Tenant) for Greenwood 

Building (formerly the Science Center of Iowa Building) with the City of Des Moines (Landlord). 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:    

 

Amount:  Revenue of $10,165.89 monthly rent increased by 1% annually beginning in August of each 

year for the life of the lease. Tenant will receive a monthly maintenance credit of $590.84. 

  

Funding Source:  N/A 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  

 

• The Science Center of Iowa (SCI) operated a science center facility in Greenwood/Ashworth Parks 

beginning on October 17, 1970. The structure was built on City-owned property pursuant to a 

science and industry grant whereby the City of Des Moines provided SCI the land for the facility 

as long as it was used as a science center. a 

• SCI vacated the facility in Greenwood/Ashworth Parks effective September 15, 2005, and all 

maintenance and other expenses were assumed by the City on that date. The facility remained 

vacant until 2008.  

• On October 8, 2007, by Roll Call No. 07-1992, City Council directed staff to begin negotiations 

with Bergman Academy for the Greenwood Building at 100 45th Street.    

• On March 24, 2008, by Roll Call No. 08-515, City Council approved a lease with Bergman 

Academy for the Greenwood Building for 20 years with two (2) 10-year renewal periods to operate 

a school. 

• On July 13, 2015, by Roll Call No.15-1177, the City Council approved the Addendum and 

Amendment to Lease Agreement which, among other provisions, extended the initial lease term 
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from June 30, 2028 to December 31, 2044, decreased the annual Lease Payments increase from 

3% to 1% beginning on August 1, 2020, and provided that Tenant shall have no additional Lease 

Payment for the increased square footage added to the Greenwood Building by the Addition 

Improvements or the Gym Improvement during the initial term of the Lease Agreement   

• This Agreement replaces the Lease Agreement approved by Roll Call No. 08-515. It extends the 

Lease term to July 1, 2045, to coincide with the academic calendar, eliminates renewals and 

includes that Tenant may terminate this lease upon 12 months written notice to Landlord. 

• Under a prior Addendum and Amendment, the Gym Improvement was scheduled for completion in 

2025.  Tenant has revised the plans and requests to be released from this obligation, prompting this 

updated lease. 

• The Leased Premises shall consist of property including the building located at 100 45th Street, 

Des Moines, Iowa and any existing improvements (the “Greenwood Building”). Tenant is presently 

the existing Tenant on the Leased Premises and accepts the Leased Premises in its existing state at 

the commencement of the Lease, including any defects whether latent or apparent. 

• Tenant shall pay for all gas, electricity, water and other utilities, including any charges levied for 

sewer use for the Greenwood Building, provide proper trash removal and directly pay all 

telephone, cable, satellite and associated equipment charges. 

• Tenant shall not interfere with the public's use of Greenwood and Ashworth Parks or with 

Landlord's maintenance and operation of the Parks. Tenant will comply with the applicable rules 

and policies of the Des Moines Park and Recreation Department and with the Des Moines 

Municipal Code regarding use of parks and park facilities. 

• Landlord agrees to maintain the Parks grounds surrounding the Leased Premises in conjunction 

with grounds maintenance of the Parks at the same level it maintains other parks. 

 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):    

 

Date:  July 13, 2015 

 

Roll Call Number:  15-1177 

 

Action:  On vacation of parkland in Ashworth Park and Addendum and Amendment of Lease to 

Bergman Academy of Greenwood Building at 100 45th Street in Ashworth Park.  (Council 

Communication No.  15-363) Moved by Hensley to adopt.   Motion Carried 7-0. 

 

 

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):  NONE 

 

 

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:   

 

Hearing on lease agreement. 

  

https://councildocs.dsm.city/rollcalls/2015/15-1177.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/CityCouncil/Resolutions/20150713/51.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/15-363.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/Government/CityCouncil/Communications/15-363.pdf
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For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the 

Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D Ray Drive.  Council agendas are available to the public at the 

City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email to 

cityclerk@dmgov.org. 
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