
 

 1 1/14/2022 

 

***  DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL MEETING REPORT  *** 

  

The City Council took the following action on items listed in the attached meeting 

agenda summary. Copies of ordinances, resolutions and other Council action may 

be obtained from the City Clerk's Office (515) 283-4209. The six-digit number 

beginning with '22-' preceding each item on the agenda is a roll call number 

assigned by the City Clerk. Please refer to this number when requesting 

information or copies. 

 

 

 

 SUMMARY OF DES MOINES CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 City Hall, City Council Chambers 

 400 Robert D Ray Drive 

 Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

  

  

 January 14, 2022  

 7:30 AM 
  

 Due to the increased community transmission of COVID-19 in Polk County, we have 

implemented a face covering requirement in City buildings. The requirement applies to both 

staff and the visiting public and includes attendance at Council meetings.  If you do not have a 

face covering, one will be provided for you. 

  

  

  

22-0073 1. ROLL CALL:  Present:  Cownie, Boesen, Mandelbaum, Voss and Westergaard.  Absent:  

Gatto.   Sheumaker arrived at 7:32 a.m. 

 

  

22-0074 2. APPROVING AGENDA, AS PRESENTED AND/OR, AS AMENDED:  Moved by Boesen.   

Motion Carried 6-0.  

  

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2022/22-0073.pdf
http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2022/22-0074.pdf
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22-0075 3. Council Discussion on Cold Weather Events and Direction to Staff to Prepare Policies Related 

Thereto.  Moved by Mandelbaum to address cold weather conditions as follows:    

 

1. Direct city staff to continue working with shelters and Polk County to implement 

weather amnesty during cold weather events.  Due to Covid-19 pandemic and the 

omicron surge, the city manager may make funds available for supplemental hotel 

rooms, if as follows: 

 

 the shelter beds are full and additional persons in the shelter are unable to 

effectively and safely social distance or there is a Covid outbreak in a shelter. 

 the HMIS is used for individuals placed with supplemental hotel funds.  

 supplemental hotel funds are used for those individuals previously in the 

community (either in HMIS or known to the shelters/street outreach workers)  

 

2. Direct staff to city staff to implement an operational policy for weather amnesty for 

encroachment clean-ups 48 hours prior to the wind chill reaching 10° F – consistent 

with the current Polk County Comprehensive Emergency Plan.   

 

3. Request that the Homeless Coordinating Council in collaboration with city staff, Polk 

County Emergency Management and partners review this winter’s cold weather events 

and develop recommendations for changes, if any, to the approach for cold weather. 

City staff shall present findings from the review and recommendations to the Council 

in a work session no later than October 2022.  The review should including the 

following:     

 

 A report on weather amnesty events over the 2021-2022 winter season, the 

number of individuals served during those events including in 

supplemental hotel rooms, and any capacity concerns from this season or 

anticipated in the future. 

 If updates to weather amnesty are needed to be consistent with best 

practices in other Midwest communities and/or address the changing 

climate and events such as more frequent polar vortexes and winter 

derechos.  

 Barriers to providing shelter during cold weather events and 

recommendations for how to address those barriers (i.e. – service animals, 

concerns about abandoning/storing possession, etc.); and 

 Plans for street outreach in advance of and during weather amnesty 

events. 

 

 

Motion Carried 6-0.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2022/22-0075.pdf
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22-0076 MOTION TO ADJOURN.  Moved by Mandelbaum to adjourn.    Motion Carried 5-0.  

Sheumaker did not vote.  

  

  
 The City of Des Moines is pleased to provide accommodations to disabled individuals or groups and 

encourages participation in City government.  To better serve you, please notify us at least three 
business days in advance when possible at 515-283-4209, should special accommodations be required.  
Assistive Listening Devices are available for meetings in the City Council Chambers. 

  

 View City Council agendas online at DSM.city 

  

  

 

 
  

 All-America City 

 1949  1976  1981  2003  2010  2017 

  

  

  

 

http://www.dmgov.org/government/citycouncil/rollcalls/2022/22-0076.pdf

