
 ORDINANCE NO. 14,978 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, 

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 

2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14,093 passed June 3, 2002, 

and Ordinance No. 14,177 passed December 16, 2002, and 

Ordinance No. 14,213 passed March 10, 2003, and Ordinance No. 

14,473 passed August 8, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,567 passed 

June 5, 2006, and Ordinance No. 14,689 passed August 20, 2007, 

and Ordinance No. 14,693 passed August 20, 2007, and Ordinance 

No. 14,703 passed September 24, 2007, and Ordinance No. 14,900 

passed October 12, 2009, by amending Sections 46-1, 46-61, 46-

62, 46-63, 46-64, 46-69, 46-71, 46-246, 46-278 and 46-316, and 

adding and enacting new Sections 46-72 and 46-73, relating to 

adoption of the international fire code and amendments and 

additions to the international fire code.   

 

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa: 

  

 Section 1.  That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, 

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, 

and amended by Ordinance No. 14,093 passed June 3, 2002, and 

Ordinance No. 14,177 passed December 16, 2002, and Ordinance No. 

14,213 passed March 10, 2003, and Ordinance No. 14,473 passed 

August 8, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,567 passed June 5, 2006, and 

Ordinance No. 14,689 passed August 20, 2007, and Ordinance No. 

14,693 passed August 20, 2007, and Ordinance No. 14,703 passed 

September 24, 2007, and Ordinance No. 14,900 passed October 12, 

2009, is hereby amended by amending Sections 46-1, 46-61, 46-62, 

46-63, 46-64, 46-69, 46-71, 46-246, 46-278 and 46-316, and adding 

and enacting new Sections 46-72 and 46-73, relating to adoption of 

the international fire code and amendments and additions to the 

international fire code, as follows: 

 



 

Sec. 46-1. Permits required. 

 

------------ 

(c) Yearly operational permits shall be required for each of the 

following facilities or uses, and the fee for each such 

installation or use shall be the amount established in the 

schedule of fees adopted by the city council by resolution: 

 

 (14) Operation for conducting a fireworks display (see section 

46-214 of this chapter).  

 

 (28) Tents. To erect or maintain a tent or air-supported 

structure in excess of 400 square feet (see chapter 24 of 

the fire code). 

------------ 

 

Sec. 46-61. Adoption of international fire code. 

 

(a) This chapter shall consist of the International Fire Code, 

2009 edition, published by the International Code Council, 

Inc. and known commonly as the international fire code, which 

volume is incorporated in this section by this reference as 

fully as though set forth in this chapter in its entirety, 

excepting only such portions as are stated to be deleted 

therefrom and such additional provisions as are set forth in 

this article. 

(b) This chapter and all provisions incorporated in this chapter, 

by reference or otherwise, shall be known as the fire 

prevention code, may be cited as such, and will be referred to 

in this chapter as such and as "this code" or as "this 

article" or as "this chapter." Further references made in this 

chapter to chapters will be to chapters of the international 

fire code. References to section numbers not preceded by "46-" 

will be to sections in the international fire code. 

 

Sec. 46-62. Deletions. 

 

 The following sections are hereby deleted from the 

international fire code adopted in section 46-61 of this article 

and are of no force or effect in this chapter: 

 (1) Sections 113, 307.1, 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.1, 307.4.2, 

307.4.3, 510, 1106.5.4, 2404.15.5, and 2404.15.6. 

 (2) Appendix A.  

 (3) Appendix J. 

 

 

 

 



Sec. 46-63. Amendments and additions. 

 

(a) Article I of this chapter and the remaining sections in this 

chapter and in division 2 of article III of chapter 38 of the 

city code are and represent amendments and additions to the 

requirements contained in the international fire code. Where 

their requirements conflict with those of the international 

fire code, the requirements of sections 38-81 and 38-82 of the 

city Code and articles IV through X of this chapter shall 

prevail. 

(b) The deleted sections and the corresponding amendments and 

additions to those sections are as follows: 

 (1) Section 108 (see section 46-64 of this chapter). 

 (2) Section 105 (see section 46-1 of this chapter). 

 (3) Section 2601.2 (see section 46-121 of this chapter). 

 (4) Section 3308.2 (see article VII of this chapter). 

 (5) Section 3401.4 (see section 46-246 of this chapter). 

 (6) Sections 2701.5, 2703.9.1, 2703.9.1.1, 2701.6.3, 2701.6, 

2701.5.1 and 2701.5.2 (see article IV of this chapter). 

 (7) Section 3804 (see section 46-281 of this chapter). 

 (8) Section 308.1.4 (see section 46-66 and 46-67 of this 

chapter).   

 (9) Section 503.2.3 (see section 46-68 of this chapter).   

 (10) Section 506.1 (see section 46-69 of this chapter).   

 (11) Section 506.1.1 (see section 46-70 of this chapter).   

 (12) Section 907.2.10 and 4603.7(see section 46-71 of this 

chapter).   

 (13) Section 912.3.1 (see section 46-72 of this chapter). 

 (14) Section 4601.4 (see section 46-73 of this chapter). 

(c) The addition of the following sections/appendices: 

 (1) Appendix I. 

 

Sec. 46-64. Appeals. 

 

(a) Any person affected by a decision of the building official or 

fire chief or their designee may request and shall be granted 

a hearing before the building and fire code board of appeals 

on the decision, provided that the person shall file in the 

permit and development center a written petition requesting a 

hearing and setting forth a brief statement of the grounds 

within 15 days after receiving notice of the decision. Upon 

receipt of the petition, the permit and development center 

shall set a time and place for the hearing and shall give the 

petitioner written notice thereof at least three days before 

the hearing, unless such notice requirement is waived in 

writing by the petitioner.  The hearing shall be commenced not 

later than thirty days after the day on which the petition was 

filed, unless for good cause shown the building official 

grants a postponement in writing. 

 



(b) At the hearing the petitioner shall be given an opportunity to 

be heard to show why the decision of the building official or 

fire chief or designee should be modified or withdrawn. The 

building official or fire chief or designee shall have the 

opportunity to be heard to show why their decision should be 

affirmed.  

(c) After the hearing as provided in this section, the building 

and fire code board of appeals shall affirm, modify or 

withdraw the decision of the building official or fire chief 

or designee. The decision of the building and fire code board 

of appeals is the final administrative decision. 

(d) The proceedings at any hearing before the board, including the 

findings and decision of the building official or fire chief 

or designee, if applicable, shall be summarized, reduced to 

writing, and entered as a matter of public record in the 

permit and development center. This record shall include a 

copy of every notice or order issued in connection with the 

matter.  

 

Sec. 46-69.  Lock box.   

 

 An approved lock box that operates with the existing lock box 

key used by the Des Moines Fire Department shall be installed on 

all new construction and existing structures that go through the 

plan review process or as required by the fire code official.  

Exceptions:  1) Group R-3 and unsecured group R-2 occupancies; 2) 

facilities with on-site security 24 hours a day and having access 

to all areas of the building.   

 

Sec. 46-71.  Single and multiple station smoke alarms.   

 

 Listed single and multiple-station smoke alarms complying with 

UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with provisions of this 

code and the household fire warning equipment provision of NFPA 72. 

Smoke alarms in dwelling units shall be addressable with sounder 

bases and monitored by the building fire alarm system as a 

supervisory signal only.  Mini horns in dwelling units are not 

required if notification from a building fire alarm system is 

through the smoke alarms with sounder bases. Section 46-71 only 

applies to the R-1, R-2, R-4 and I-1 districts as defined in the 

International Fire Code.  Single and multi-station smoke alarms 

shall be installed in locations detailed in sections 907.2.11.1 and 

907.2.11.2. 

 

Sec. 46-72.  Locking fire department connection caps. 

 

 Locking fire department connection caps shall be installed on 

all new construction and on all existing fire department 

connections that do not have caps in place. 

 



Sec. 46-73.  Owner Notification for retroactive provisions. 

 

 Upon the issuance of a building permit under chapter 26 of the 

City Code and determination by the fire code official that 

alterations are needed to the existing building to provide a 

minimum degree of fire and life safety to persons occupying said 

building, the property owner has three (3) years to comply with the 

requirements of chapter 46 of the international fire code in effect 

at the time of permit issuance that apply to the building in 

question.  If, at the end of the initial three (3) year period, the 

fire code official determines that the property owner has made 

substantial progress in bringing the property into compliance, the 

fire code official may grant a single two (2) year extension to the 

owner to complete such work. If, however, the fire code official 

determines that substantial progress has not been made by the 

property owner by the end of the initial three (3) year period or, 

when applicable, the property owner fails to complete the work 

during the two (2) year extension period, then the property will be 

subject to compliance with the retroactive requirements of chapter 

46 in effect at the end of the initial three (3) year period or, 

when applicable, the two (2) year extension period that apply to 

the building in question. 

 

Secs. 46-74--46-90. Reserved. 

 

Sec. 46-246. Permits required. 

 

 For the purpose of this article, a permit shall be obtained 

for any of the following: 

 (1) Storage, handling, or use of class I liquids in excess of 

five gallons inside a building or in excess of ten 

gallons outside of a building, except that a permit is 

not required for the storage or use of: 

  a. Flammable liquids in the fuel tank of a motor 

vehicle, aircraft, motorboat, mobile power plant, 

or mobile heating plant, unless storage, in the 

opinion of the fire chief, would cause an unsafe 

condition. 

  b. Paints, oils, varnishes, or similar flammable 

mixtures when such liquids are stored for a period 

of not more than 30 days. 

 (2) Retailing of class I, II, or IIIA liquids at a service 

station or other locations. 

 (3) Storage, handling or use of class II or III-A liquids in 

excess of 25 gallons in a building or in excess of 60 

gallons outside of a building, except storage of 660 

gallons or less of fuel oil when connected with oil 

burning equipment. 

 (4) The manufacture, processing, blending, or refining of 

class I, II, or IIIA liquids or where liquids are used in 



the manufacturing, processing or finishing of articles. 

 (5) Storage of flammable or combustible liquids in stationary 

tanks or placement tanks temporarily out of service, when 

the total storage capacity is 1,000 gallons or more. 

 (6) Installation or major repair of tanks either aboveground 

or belowground containing class I and II liquids, and 

class III-A liquids in excess of one 275-gallon tank 

outside a building or two 275-gallon tanks inside a 

building. 

 (7) Major repair, replacement or addition of piping, either 

aboveground or belowground, used with class I, II or III-

A liquids on existing tanks. 

 

Sec. 46-278. Permit and reports of installations. 

 

(a) A permit shall be obtained for each installation of liquefied 

petroleum gas employing one or more container(s) in the 

individual or aggregate amount of 150 gallons or more. Prior 

to making such an installation, an installer shall submit 

plans to the fire prevention bureau, and if compliance with 

the requirements of the fire prevention code is shown by such 

plans, a permit shall be issued. 

(b) An annual permit shall be obtained for the operation and 

maintenance of a liquefied petroleum gas installation for each 

year after the system has been installed and approved, as 

required in subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Installers shall maintain a record of all installations for 

which a permit is not required by subsection (a) of this 

section, but not including installation of gas-burning 

appliances and replacing of portable cylinders, and shall have 

it available for inspection by the fire prevention bureau. 

 

Sec. 46-316. Distance. 

 

 The distance requirements in section 2403.2 of the 

International Fire Code may be lowered to ten feet for a tent up to 

1,600 square feet, if approved by the fire chief. 

 

Section 2. Except as hereinafter provided, this ordinance 

shall be in full force and effect from and after the later of 

January 1, 2011, or its passage and publication as provided by 

law.  This ordinance shall not apply to:  

a) Permit applications accepted by the City on or before 

December 31, 2010;  



b) Permit applications accepted by the City on or before 

June 30, 2011, which are determined by the Building 

Official and Fire Chief or their respective designees, to 

be for construction or renovation projects upon which 

substantial design work was completed prior to the 

adoption of this ordinance, and which are of such size 

and complexity, or that utilize state or federal funding 

sources with such long approval timelines, that it was 

unfeasible to complete the design and apply for a 

building permit prior to December 31, 2010; 

c) The issuance of a permit on the basis of an application 

accepted within the deadlines identified above; and  

d) To any work authorized by such a permit,  

all of which shall remain subject to the requirements of Chapter 46 

of the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, as it 

existed immediately prior to the passage of this ordinance. 

FORM APPROVED: 

 

 

 

Glenna K. Frank, Assistant City Attorney 

 

 

T. M. Franklin Cownie, Mayor       

 

       

 

Attest: 

 

I, Diane Rauh, City Clerk of the City of Des Moines, 

Iowa, hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true 

copy of an ordinance (Roll Call No. 10-2010), passed by the 

City Council of said City at a meeting held December 6, 2010 



signed by the Mayor on December 6, 2010 and published as 

provided by law in the Business Record on December 20, 2010. 

Authorized by Publication Order No.7189. 

 

 

 

 

 

Diane Rauh, City Clerk 

 


