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A RESOLUTION RECEIVIG, FILING, AND REFERRNG TO THE CITY MANAGER A
RECOMMENDED ENERGY CONSERVATION AN ENVRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT
POLICY FROM THE MAYOR'S TASK FORCE ON ENERGY AND THE ENVRONMENT

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Des Moines established the Mayor's Task Force on Energy
and the Environment; and,

WHEREAS, the Mission of the Task Force is, "The City of Des Moines wil lead the greater
metropolitan community by example through energy and environmental practices, policies, and
ordinances that encourage the use of sustainable energy, and protect and preserve the area's natural
resources for the benefit of futue generations."; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Des Moines resolved that the Mayor's Task Force on Energy
and the Environment shall make recommendations to the City Council that wil effect changes leading to
energy conservation and environmental sustainability; and,

WHEREAS, the Mayor's Task Force on Energy and the Environment proposed a policy regarding
energy conservation and environmental enhancement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa that
the proposed policy is hereby received, fied, and referred to the City Manager for review.

Moved by to adopt

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Bruce Bergman
City Attorney

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
HENSLEY

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
VLASSIS

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARRD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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ENERGY CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL

ENHANCEMENT POLICY

WHEREAS, the Des Moines City Council adopted Resolution Number 58, on August
21,2006, establishig the mission of the Mayor's Task Force on EnergyConservation and
Envionmental Enhancement; and';;i;iili¡;lii~§;ij:,

WHERES, ths mission diects that the City of Des 1:~';'N/' . lead the greater
metropolitan communty by example though implementati~.~;;~;f;; envionmental

policies, practices, and ordiances that encourage the us~:;~t s'tstaiab and protect and
preserve the area's natual resources for the benefit o(~é generations.,

,j' ;,;,~,,:~:~:*~,

WHEREAS, the City of Des Moines ree., . s that loc~l.government s to reduce

o energy consumption, increase energy efficiency, p~~2te the~~tif renewable en resources,
and protect and enhance the natual envionment cai.ll~.~t~l;~Vigs to the community and
enhance the qualty of life of its citien~~; nd, ":;:;~¡j;;~.jj¡~jl;;';~

esigned;;;~':.Çleveloped to assist the City in

sociií;;~t.. ardship; and, shall include:

Section 2 'i '
'~~~~f~~::,

ÒMMUNBIES: A DEFINITION
;;;;;;:::~::~~i~lii~;l:;;"S'

ST LE BUILDING: A DEFINITION
'''.., "o~:'$

~ :':';~UIU IRONMENT'¥'X~.ç;x;;~, 'cp.d

THE '0 .TU~~~NVIRONMENT

TY MANAGEMENT, ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL
GING MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES

"~~',,, ~

. OSAL OF PROPERTY
"" 'QUISITION OF PROPERTY

Section 8 MODIFICATION OF THIS POLICY

Appendi A - GLOSSARY

FURTHER, be it resolved that above referenced policy has been established for
implementation as the CITY OF DES MOINES' ENERGY CONSERVATION
AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT POLICY

City of Des Moines
3/7/07

Page 1



CITY OF DES MOINES' ENERGY CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENT POLICY

SECTION 1

GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THIS POLICY

The followig sections of ths policy serve to defie the stewardship
specific stages of the ongoing management fuction. Ths section
priciples regardig stewardship on all properties managed by

2.

process il

establish gudig
Des Moines.

The City of Des Moines believes:

1. The health and well-being of people and their cul~~; other
"'¿SSv,.:"

ecosystems are interconnected, vuerable and' ôent on each
","

Futue generations have a right to an envir . t with at least the
quantities of envionmental assets as preseIít¥li:eration~..

Long-term economic progress and the need fo
mutually interdependent.

Development must maita en

Our communty shal mie its c 0 tn u
~ *" *.0

warmig by promo ti tgy efficièH" pr

renewable energy r

Sustaiable de~
all facilties, ,m

., ';':'~;~~~t

It is vital to enhå:.Hh
prest;~ . : ~J:!ighe

Ci~~:¡¡l~ " "C':' wo
ghout cen

3.

4.

5. endence and global
";§fergy use and using

6. shall be fuy considered and implemented on

7.
:~f~~~:"

';§I;~Cmanagig all natual areas in a way that

ecologic "both upstream and downstream from the

. tegrate its watershed protection efforts into efforts

C*~~~¡¡%:;::.

SECTI¿;~;~;~¡;:;:..
'Vç*";'/,

STEW ARS'Rl;. A
'~C::',:"X'~"

A steward is one ~~::::;;c.. another with the safekeeping and sound management of property
and resources. The Ci 'ofDes Moines serves as the public's steward by admsterig municipal
property in a manner that ensures these properties are managed efficiently and wi contiue to
exist as a community resource for the benefit of futue generations. In fufig its role, the City

shall promote energy efficiency programs and the use of renewable energy resources and seek to
maxie the value of natual, cultual and recreational resources. A proactive approach to
protectig important elements of Des Moines' open space resources serves to provide additional
open space as the urban and rual communties of the region contiue to grow. Workig closely
with other muncipalities, the federal and state governent, public conservation agencies and
private protection efforts, the City wil work to integrate its efforts into a greater plan to promote
renewable energy and energy efficiency intiatives, protect the resource base of central Iowa, and
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53
provide economic and recreational opportunities that wi not compromise the quality of the
envionment.

SECTION 3

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES: A DEFINITION

Sustaiable communities meet the needs of the present without compromising the abilty of
futue generations to meet their own needs. The interdependent and mutually reinforcing pilars
of sustainable communties include the simultaneous consideration 0 "nomic development,
social development, and envionmental protection. Generally spe ;'~sustainable communities

meet the following criterion:

1. Transportation: compact mied use development

transportation choice (e.g., walkg, cyclig,
shopping, recreation, entertinent and

ces, and increases
education,

2. Housing choice: expandig housing

household sizes allows people to remai .

stages;

and
life

";;';/.,,~~

3. Effcient use of public fundš;;';;;;;~'~
existig infrastrctue and reduc

4. dith with existig urban

'd envionmental consequences;

5. borhoods that are lively and attractive urban
enities, and that respect the community

ore transportation choices: locatig jobs in regionaly-
and with housing nearby allows people to work closer to

A DEFINITION

Sustaiable buidig buidig materials and methods that promote environmental

quality, economic vitality, and social benefit though the design, constrction and operation of
the buit and natual envionment. Sustaiable buidig merges sound, envionmentally

responsible practices into one disciplie that looks at the envionmental, economic and social
effects of a buidig or buit project as a whole. Sustaiable design encompasses the following
broad topics: efficient management of energy and water resources, management of material
resources and waste, protection of envionmental quality, protection of health and indoor
envionmental quality, reinforcement of natual systems and integratig the design approach.
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SECTION 5

THE BUILT ENVRONMENT
It shall be the policy of the City of Des Moines to fiance, plan, design, constrct, manage,
renovate, maitain, and decommssion its facilties and buidigs to be sustaiable. This
sustaiabilty wi address but not be lited to the following objectives:

1. New or remodeled buidigs must be designed and constrcted to be energy-efficient-
using recognzed ratig systems as gudelies.

Utie existig buidigs and infrastrctue instead of open space.
Design communities to reduce dependence on the d to foster a sense ofcommunity. '. v"
Optie design to make use of smaller spaces ~~~l~e materi~tg;ji~çiently.

/:',':~::;0:" 'O~;:'~~~,"

Protect and enhance development sites by . ;;;;"ing or restoring locif stems and
biodiversity .

Purchase low-environmental impact and res

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Maxie longevity by designsJ~~..~urabilty a
'?,"/'¿':,:""-A,':;'!',,!G',

Design buidigs and iandscapes';~~~~~~)1ater-effici":;;.'-~-''''!'''' _'~,,'/ :,:~;çi~
Buid healthy buidigs that proviJii:§af~ ,..JortaBì~j_~?or environment

-',,+,S:;(!'y, __t".v/~:-,,;_;-,_ '''','' O-::;~;~f/

Mie constrcti ;~ demolitiòr(~as '¿~~.g);::fJ~rig, reusing and recyclig
job-site waste. x/. ';~':,:;;:¡b." .~.;¿:;/

":~¡lì:
11.

SECTION 6

Moines to identify, plan and manage the natual
include, but not be lited to:

It sh"v,;;'å policy
.j"V"r~.'.\\,.'''envi~ent to be sust

","':"+-'+'.
';(-'ç;S

R~~~' endig low' methods of natual areas restoration, habitat
ent, facilty. opment and resource recovery as a means of conserving fiancial

resourcé's e dev~ltllient and management of municipal property.
,';v:,);:,:~:. 00 "';':;;'ance vegetation and invasive species whie maxiing biodiversity.

1.

2.

3. Respectig the na al topography, hydrology and biodiversity of proposed development

sites to indicate where, and to what level, facilty development may take place.

4. Protectig the region's water resources by establishig buffer zones and runoff

management strategies for agrcultual areas, developed sites, rivers, streams and other
bodies of water with and outside municipal properties.

5. Manage natual ecosystems using best management practices for the system diversity.

6. Removig, correctig or contaig hazardous waste and controllg dumping accordig to

Federal and State laws.
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SECTION 7

PROPERTY MAAGEMENT, ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL

In the interest of managig all its property in a manner consistent with ths policy, the following
strategies wi be used for managig, disposing of and acquig property. Such actions wil be
considered on a case-by-case basis with fu attention to present and planned futue uses

established in accordance with the subsections of ths policy.

of
parcels that

1. MAAGING MUNICIPAL PROPERTIES

A. Consolidatig parcels where contiguous munic.:

multiple parcels, Des Moines wi seek to co
more correcdy defie the land managem

B. Promotig restrctig deeds in perpetu
(endangered plants and anials, watershed 0 tl. sites,
ireplaceable recreation ameniti ,s, etc.) thoug . ~i of conservation easements,
natue preserve designations ~'" r appropriit~;_i~ents.

C. Splittg out lots where unwant be cl~p~~~~;;~f at maxied retun.

D. Describing multiple use lí~~either expressed present
need or can demQ negatively impact Des Moines
natual resour

F.

other city departments, private citiens and
ing the interests of Des Moines in mid at

E. Grantig
corporation'
all ties.

contamiated sites.

2.

B.

r joint management of lands with other city/county departments.

Des Moines to other public agencies that can demonstrate a
providig improved services to the public.

3. ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY

A. Fee simple acquisition of open space is a last resort when condemnation is the only other
recourse to acquie lands essential to Des Moines.

B. Acquisition through grants and sponsorships by foundations, federal agencies and
corporations wi be pursued.

C. Donations by landowners and developers wishig to take advantage of tax incentives
under Federal Conservation Puroses tax law wil be encouraged.
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D. Condemnation of property essential to Des Moines wi be used when no other recourse
exists and community need for the property is clearly demonstrated through the public
input process.

SECTION 8

MODIFICATION OF THIS POLICY

Ths policy shall become effective upon its adoption by the Des M Council. As with all
other official policies, staff shall endeavor to incorporate the let spirt of ths policy into

the ongoing functions of the departments. Ths policy serve v/zt, though planned
program implementation, the mission of the City of Des M "ñL, e modifications of ths

policy shal reflect ths support by enhancing the City's ty to promot'ê;
to improve the envionmental quality of Des Moine e benefit of fu 0

City of Des Moines
3/7/07

Page 6



63
APPENDIX A

GLOSSARY

Cultual Assets - These refer to the customs, traditions, and indigenous knowledge that are
specific to the communty. Language is a cultual asset, as is indigeno~.~;wtellectual property.
Cultual assets are often "intangible" elements that underpin a coin~:t. However, the material
expressions of cultue can generate income and other assets. .,::;:::;:,:"

Cultual Integrty - Recognes and protects the indigenous 3 'dons, institutions, and

education systems of a sector of society, and balances tho,s.t~:;lt..ths cas(:f' "th envionmental
objectives. For example, Iowa has an agrarin cultue'oe:~~jJ;i.portant t6 tai that agrarian

cultue whie we strve to achieve our envionmentai;.~ctives of clean ai One
objective can not work agast the other. .:;;-::;Ml~;;"f~Ç

~"c"\S\\',,
\':::~~~*:~';"

Ecosystem - The term ecosystem is generally unde;~~;;;:' entie assemblage of

organisms (plant, anial and other li' beings-also to as a biotic community or

biocoenosis) liVig together in a cert . "th their e ent (or biotope), fuctionig as

a loose unt. Together, these componeiÌ '. ,.;:-teracti~ith and relationships to each

other form a dynamic and complex new ~'Ç ". ...g as i~;l~~plogical unit", with
additional characteristics It be fourì".::l~~;~~;ip~hents.

ices in thtn:)Qssession of local residents

. dor com~~d of natual vegetation. Greenways can be 0

i!~~...~pace.t include traditional parks and natual areas.~,~!:" ::;~,:::~~,ç~:~:_,-~tt, _ ,":ig;y* .

Heat Island - Heat islands form as vegetation is replaced by asphalt and concrete for roads,
buidigs, and other strctues necessar to accommodate growig populations. These surfaces

absorb - rather than reflect - the sun's heat, causing surface temperatues and overall ambient
temperatues to rise.

Greenway-Alie ....
used to create connec

High Maitenance Vegetation - Is defied as vegetation that requies sigficant manpower and
intervention to maitai over the long-term life of that vegetation. Intervention would include

irgation, herbicides and pesticides.

~~~'_"?:~~~:";J~

Open Space - Undevef~Ì"êd land or common areas in a planned community reserved for parks,
walkg paths or other natual uses.

Watershed - A watershed is a region of land that is crisscrossed by smaller waterways that drain
into a larger body of water.

Waterway - a natual or man-made place for water to run though (such as river, stream, creek, or
channel)
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