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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and
amended by Ordinance No. 14,193 passed December 18, 2002, and Ordinance No.
14,315 passed February 9, 2004, and Ordinance No. 14,423 passed March 28,2005, and
Ordinance No. 14,424 passed March 28, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,436 passed April
25, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,525 passed December 19, 2005, and Ordinance No.

14,543 passed Februar 20, 2006, and Ordinance No. 14,737 passed Januar 7, 2008 by

adding paragraph (g) to Section 74-181 thereof, relating to miniature golf fees",

which was considered and voted upon under Roll Call No. 08-
again presented.

i;oq.. of March 24, 2008;

Moved by
for passage.

that this ordinance be considered and given second vote

(Second ofthree required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
HENSLEY

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
VLASSIS

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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Park and Recreation Director

AGENDA HEADING:

Blank Golf Course - Miniatue Golf Course Fees

SYNOPSIS:

Amend Chapter 74 of the City Code to admssion fees for the Blan Miniature Golf Course.

Item
New Section: Miniature Golf Course fees:

Recommendation
Free
$5.00/person
$7.00/person
$5.00/person

Ages
4 and under
Child (5 to 12 years)
Adult (13 and older)
Groups of 10 or more

By ordinance, rates for the new miniatue golf course at A.H. Blan Golf Course need to be incorporated
into the Municipal Code. The fees have been proposed by C-Corporation for their recently-added
business ventue. The Park and Recreation Deparent Board is in agreement with these rates and is
requesting Council approval of the outlined fees regarding the miniature golf course operation at A.H.
Blan Golf Course.

FISCAL IMACT: NONE

Blank Miniature Golf Course is a par of the A.H. Blank Golf Course. The City of Des Moines receives
an anual payment of $100,000 from C-Corporation (Ned Chiodo, President) for the exclusive right to
manage and operate A.H. Blank Golf Course. Beginning in 2010, the City wil receive 10% of gross
revenues over $1,000,000 in total sales, in addition to the $100,000 payment.

ADDITIONAL INORMTION:

At their December 12, 2007 board meeting, the Park and Recreation Board approved the second reading
of varous Park and Recreation facility fees and charges, with the exception of fees for the miniature golf
course operation at Blank Golf Course. Board members had expressed concern regarding the miniature
golf course fees for youth between the ages of 4 and 8 years of age, suggesting that an additional tier of
admssion pricing be added to reduce the cost for ths age group.

Current Miniature Golf Course fees are as follows:
Item
Miniature golf play

Fees
Free
$5.00/person

Ages
3 and under
Child (4 to 12 years)
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$7.00/person
$5.00/person

Adult (13 and older)
Groups of 10 or more

Since that meeting the golf course operator has changed his recommendation to incæase the aee for free
play from 3 years old to 4 years old with 5 to 12 year olds paying $5.00 and anyone 13 and older paying
$7.00. Staf believes ths change adeuately addresses the Park and Recreation Board's concerns, and

does not recommend adding an additional tier of admssion pricing. In addition, on Februar 26, 2008,
the Des Moines Park and Recreation Board recommended approval of the 2008 Blan Golf Course
Miniature Golf Course fees.

With the qualty of the miniatue golf course and the number of rounds played based on the current

pricing, an additional 4-8 year-old tier of pricing would not dramatically increase play, and therefore
revenue, and revenue may instead decrease should the rates be reduced for the 2008 season. In
comparng the original business model with actual rounds played, staf believes the proposed fees are in
line with the market for the quality of service being provided. The change of free golf from age 3 to age
4 should provide a positive famly experience for those that bring their younger famly members to the
miniature golf course.

Other area miniatue golf course operations include Longview (Grimes), Sleepy Hollow (Des Moines)
and Toad Valley (Altoona) where the following rates were charged in 2007:

2007 Rates Company
Longview
Sleepy Hollow
Toad Valley

Child
$5.00
$4.00
$4.00

Adult
(10 & Under) $6.00
(12 & Under) $5.00
(12 & Under) $6.00

On July 10, 2006, by Roll Call Number 06-1385, the Des Moines City Council entered into a
Management Agreement with C-Corporation for the private management of A. H. Blank Golf Course.
Under Section il. A. 15. Capital Proïects, the City agreed to allow the contractor the right, at their sole
expense, to make improvements to the clubhouse and parking lot as well as constrct a miniature golf
course. The cash flow analysis for these improvements indicated the revenues from the new miniature
golf course would be used to subsidize the other improvements along with additional future capital
improvements, including but not limited to, car path paving, reforestation, irrgation system upgrades,
etc. The estimated number of rounds projected in the business model for the first season (2007) was
12,000. Despite the shorter season, due to a late star following constrction, the total miniature golf
rounds sold in 2007 were 18,666 with the curent rates in effect.

The miniature golf course constrcted at Blank Golf Course has been very popular. It was designed with

longer distances for holes than is typical to allow for a more enjoyable and enhanced experience for the
customers, creating one of the best miniature golf course operations in the Greater Des Moines area.
There are routinely waiting lines at the miniature golf course. Some attendees surveyed have reported
they have chosen other options due to long lines, but not due to fees.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):

Date: July 10, 2006

Roll Call Number: 06-1385
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Action: On agreement with C Corporation, (Jeff Chiodo, President) for the AH. Blan Golf Course and
Clubhouse Management Agreement from July 1,2006 though January 15,2019, continued from June
19, 2006 Council Meeting. (Council Commiinic8tjOTl No 06-443) Moved by Kiernan to adopt. Motion
Cared 6-1. Nays: Hensley.

Date: June 19, 2006

Roll Call Number: 06-1239

Action: Hearng on agreement with C Corporation, (Jeff Chiodo, President) for the A.H. Blan Golf
Course and Clubhouse Management from July 1, 2006 through January 15, 2019. (Council
Communication No. 06-394) Moved by Kiernan to continue to the July 10, 2006 Council meeting at
5:00 P.M. Motion Cared 4-2-1. Nays: Brooks and Coleman. Pass: Vlassis.

Date: June 5, 2006

Roll Call Number: 06-1099

Action: Approved settng the date of public hearng for the agreement with C Corporation for operation
and maintenance of A.H. Blan Golf Course from July 1, 2006 through Januar 15, 2019, (6-19-06).
Moved by Kiernan to adopt. Motion Cared 6-1.

BOAR/COMMSSION ACTION(S):

Date: February 26, 2008

Action: Approved recommendation to establish the 2008 AH. Blan Golf Course Miniatue Golf
Course fees to the Des Monies City CounciL.

Date: December 12, 2007

Action: Requested staf to review the fee for youth between the ages of four and eight and report back to
the Board..

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AN FUTUR COMMTMENTS: NONE

For more informtion on ths and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk's Offce at 515-283-4209 or visit the Clerk's
Offce on the second floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive. Council agendas are available to the public at the City
Clerk's Offce on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday's Council meeting. Citizens can also request to receive meeting
notices and agendas by email by callng the Clerk's Offce or sending their request via emal to cityclerkêdmgov.org.



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Muncipal Code ofthe City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14,193 passed
December 18,2002, and Ordinance No. 14,315 passed Febru 9, 2004, and Ordinance No.

14,423 passed March 28,2005, and Ordinance No. 14,424 passed March 28, 2005, and
Ordinance No. 14,436 passed April 25, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,525 passed December
19,2005, and Ordinance No. 14,543 passed Februar 20,2006, and Ordinance No. 14,737

passed Januar 7, 2008 by adding paragraph (g) to Section 74-181 thereof, relating to
miniatue golf fees.

Be It Ordained by the City Council ofthe City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14,193 passed

December 18,2002, and Ordinance No. 14,315 passed Februar 9, 2004, and Ordinance No. 14,423

passed March 28,2005, and Ordinance No. 14,424 passed March 28, 2005, and Ordinance No.

14,436 passed Apri125, 2005, and Ordinace No. 14,525 passed December 19,2005, and Ordinance

No. 14,543 passed Februar 20,2006, and Ordinance No. 14,737 passed Januar 7, 2008 is hereby

amended by adding paragraph (g) to Section 74-181 relating to miniatue golf 
fees, as follows:

Sec. 74-181. Golf courses.

(Q) Minatue Qolf course fees shall be as follows:
Child (aæ 4 and under) Free
Child (age 5 through 12) $ 5.00
Adult (age 13 and older $ 7.00
Groups of 10 or more $ 5.00

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.

FORM APPROVED:

An DiDonato
Assistant City Attorney
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