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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and
amended by Ordinance No. 14,447 passed May 3, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,490
passed September 26, 2005 and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed August 20, 2007 by
amending Sections 26-161, 26-162, 26-163-, 26-164, 26-329, 26-430, 26-431, 26-575,
26-576, 26-577, 26-578, 26-579 and 26-580 thereof, relating to building and building
regulation licensing",

which was considered and voted upon for the first time under Roll Call No. 08- rl 0 3 of

l-. 7 , 2008, and considered and voted upon for the second time under Roll Call No.

08- rdqO of Ll- 2.( ,2008, again presented.

Moved by that this ordinance do now pass.

ORDINANCE NO.

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
HENSLEY

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
VLASSIS

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARRD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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AGENDA HEADING:

Approving Amendments to Varous Chapters of the Municipal Code regarding Electrcal, Mechancal,
and Plumbing Licensing.

SYNOPSIS:

Recommend Council approval of amendments to Chapter 26-160-164, 430, 431, and 575-580 of the
Muncipal Code regarding electrcal, mechancal, and plumbing licensing. These amendments address
the transitional period wherein the State of Iowa, under legislation passed by the Iowa General Assembly
in 2007, would assume all electrcal, mechancal, and plumbing licensing programs in Iowa. The
amendments allow the State to establish the necessar boards and provide a transitional period for the
state programs to become fully effective.

FICAL IMACT:

Amount: The City wil lose approximately $89,000 in annual revenue because the State licensing
programs wil replace the City licensing programs. Ths estimate includes the immediate loss of revenue
from the electrcal licensing program, which the State began on January 1, 2008, and the projected loss in
revenue from the mechanical and plumbing licensing programs, which wil likely be initiated at the state
level later ths year.

Funding Source: Exam and license fees paid by the applicants. The loss of revenue from the electrcal
licensing program has been reflected in the Recommended 2008-09 Operating Budget.

Permt and Development staf wil continue to oversee several other licensing programs (signs, power
engineers, and, upon Council approval of ths agenda item, grandfathered local licensed contractors with
class B licenses). No cash savings are anticipated with the transfer of the electrcal, mechancal, and
plumbing licensing program to the State; staf with reduced licensing duties wil assist in the
streamnig of City inspections procedures.

ADDITIONAL INORMTION:

At the December 13, 2007 meeting of the Building and Fire Appeals Board, a motion was made and
passed by the Board to recommend changes to Chapters 26-160,161, 162, 163, 164,430,431,575,576,
577,578,579, and 580, which strcture the licensing programs for the City of Des Moines. The Board
diected staf to draft language that would address the transitional period wherein the State would assume
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al electrcal, mechancal, and plumbing licensing program. Included in ths language is termnology
that defines those class "B" electrcal licenses to be recognzed by the City of Des Moines.

On Januar i, 2008, the State of Iowa began its electrcal licensing program. The program consists of
two classes of licenses, an "A" and a "B." The "A" class license alows the holder to work anywhere in
the State of Iowa without restrction. Ths class holder has passed a proctored thd pary exam and has
an established history of hours in the trade. Full competency has been established. When reciprocity is
established with other states, the class "A" license wil be the only accepted criteria. Any class "A"
electrcal contractor within Iowa can obtain permts and work withn the City of Des Moines.

The class "B" licensing program differs in that the exam taken was developed and given by the
municipalty; ths is what Des Moines did in the years prior to 1997. There mayor may not have been
any tracking mechansms in place to substantiate hours in the trade for the apprentices or joumeymen.
Included in ths category are those individuals who were never tested nor had any established history of
hours in the trade. Full competency is questionable. An exception would apply to those holders of Des
Moines electrcal licenses. Des Moines has always required work hour histories and has maintained
accurate records of the currently licensed Des Moines electrcians even those to be classed as "B."

The ordinance amendments addess class "B" licensing in that the "grandfathered" "B" licensees who
curently hold a Des Moines license would be alowed to continue to work without restrction in the City
of Des Moines unti December 31,2012. Afer December 31,2012, only class "A" joureymen and
master electrcians would be alowed to conduct business in the City of Des Moines. Permts would only
be issued to those firms that employ master electrcians and have a contractor's license.

The repeal of the existing licensing ordinances alows the State of Iowa to establish the necessar boards
and provide a transitional period for the state programs to become fully effective. It is the intent of the
State of Iowa to have the Plumbing and Mechancal Board seated sometime afer July 1, 2008. It is
anticipated that the State's Plumbing Licensing program wil star later ths year.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):

Date: August 20, 2007

Roll Call Number: 07-1629

Action: Amending Chapter 26 of the Municipal Code regarding the following:
A) Buildin?: and building regulations. Moved by Vlassis that ths ordinance do now pass, #14.685.

:Motion Cared 7-0.
B) The Licensing and Appeals Board. Moved by Vlassis that ths ordinance do now pass,

#14.686. Motion Cared 7-0.

BOARD/COMlSSION ACTION(S): Building and Fires Appeals Board

Date: December 13,2007

Roll Call Number: NI A
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Action: Recommend Approval of Staf Changes to Chapter 26.

ANCIPATED ACTIONS AN FUUR COMMMENTS:

Futue actions may be necessar pending the full implementation of the State licensing program and
necessary operational refinements to Chapter 26.

For more inormtion on ths and other agenda items, please cal the City Clerk's Offce at 515-283-4209 or visit the Clerk's
Offce on the second floor of City Ha, 400 Robert D. Ray Drve. Council agendas are avaiable to the public at the City
Clerk's Offce on Thursday afernoon precedig Monday's Council meeting. Citiens can alo request to receive meeting
notices and agendas by emai by calg the Clerk's Offce or sending their request via ema to cityclerk(gdmgov.org.
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AN ORDINANCE to amend the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa 2000, adopted by ..

Ordice No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordice No. 14,447 passed
May 3, 2005, and Ordice No. 14,490 passed September 26,2005 and Ordiance No.

14,685 passed Augu 20, 2007 by amending Sections 26-161, 26-162, 26-163-, 26-164,26-
329,26-430,26-431,26-575,26-576,26-577,26-578, 26-579 and 26-580 thereof, relati to

buidig and buidig reguation licensing.

ORDINANCE NO.

Be It Ordaed by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. Tht the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordiance No. 14,447 passed May 3,

2005, and Ordice No. 14,490 passed September 26, 2005 and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed

Aug 20, 2007 is hereby amended by amendig Sections 26-161, 26-162, 26-163-, 26-164, 26-329,

26-430,26-431,26-575,26-576,26-577,26-578, 26-579 and 26-580 thereof, relatig to buidig and

buidig reguation licensing relatig to, as follows:

Sec. 26-161. Application.

(a) Any person desirg to take any examation for the licenses requied by ths aricle shal
make application on forms fushed by the buildig offcial. Each application shall be
accompaned by a receipt from the city treasurer for the examation fee, which sha be paid
for each examation or reexamation. Al applications shall be made and the application fee
shall be paid at leas 20 calendar days prior to the date of the examation.

(b) Any person desirg a license required by ths aricle shall make application on forms
fushed by the buidig offcial. Each application shal include evidence of passing the
requied examtion with a score of 75 percent or greater. Supplementar inormation
related to experience, bonds, inurance, and fees shall be supplied at the time of application,
if requied for the license or certfication sought.

(c) The fees for the examtions, licenses, and sponsorship requied by ths aricle shal be in
the amounts set in the Schedule of Fees adopted by the city council by resolution.

íQ Ths section is repealed and will be of no fuer force and effect as of 
the following dates or

events, whichever occurs fist:
1. F or those contractors or persons reguated by the state of Iowa electrical eX3minin g

board established pursuat to chapter 103 of the Iowa code, as amended July 1, 2008

or the date upon which the electrcal examg board assumes the powers, duties and
responsibilties regarding licensing mandated by chapter 103;

2. For those contractors or persons regulated by the plumbing and mechancal system



(e)

(f

(g)

licensing board established pursuat to 104C of the Iowa code, as amended July 1,

2008. or the date upon which the State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechacal Svstems
Licensing Board assume the powers. duties and responsibilties re£ardig licensing

mandated bv that chapter.
Notwithtadig anv provision in ths chapter to the contrar. afr December 31. 2012. onlv
those persons workig in the electrcal trades who have been issued Class A Contrctor.
Class A Master Electrcian. or Class A J ourevman Electrcian licenes issued bv the State of
Iowa Electrcal Ex;:mining Board sha be recogned as licensed and elicible to work in the
city of Des Moines.
Notwithtading anv provision in ths chapter to the contr. afer December 31. 2012. onlv
those persons worki£ in the mechacal or plumbin trades who have been issued Master.

Joureyman or Apprentice licenses for plumbing. HV AC. refrgeration or hvdronic work bv
the State ofIO\va Plumbing and Mechancal Svstems Ex;:m;nin£ Board sha be recogned
as licensed and elicible to work in the city of Des MoInes.

The city of Des Moines wil renew previouslv issued city of Des Moines electrcal.
mechancal and plumbing: licenses. includig intive licenses. which wi rema effective to

and unti December 31. 2012. after which date the city shal recogne onlv Class A
Contractor. Class A Master Electrician or Class A Joureym Electrcian licenses issued bv
the State of Iowa Electrcal Ex;:m;nim! Board and Maser. Jourevman and Apprentice
licenses issued bv the State of Iowa Plumbing and Mechacal Systems Licensing Board.

Sec. 26-162. License fees.

(a) The fees for examations, licenses, certficates, and unexpired license renewals shal be as
set in the Schedule of Fees adopted by the city council by resolution, except tht any
certficate holder who is designted by the buildig offcial to perform dutes for the city may

be issued a renewal of such certificate without a fee. A sponsorship fee must be paid for city
sponsorship of an applicant to an exam.

fQ Ths section is repealed and will be of no fuer force and effect as of 
the following dates or

events, whichever occurs fist:
1. For those contractors or persons regulated by the state ofIowa electrcal ex;:mining

board established pursuant to chapter 103 of the Iowa code, as amended July 1,2008
or the date upon which the electrcal examg board assumes the powers, duties and
responsibilities regardig licensing mandated by chapter 103;

2. For those contractors or persons regulated by the plumbing and mechacal system

licensing board established pursuat to 104C of 
the Iowa code, as amended July 1,

2008. or the date upon which the State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechancal Systems
Licensing Board assume the pO\vers. duties and responsibilties reg:arding: licensing
mandated bv that chapter.

Sec. 26-163. Expiration, renewal, inactive, revocation.

(a) All 
licenses and certficates required by the electrcal and mechancal codes shall expire on

Januar 31 in each odd-numbered year. All licenses and certcates requied by the plumbing

code shall expire on December 31 in each even-numbered year.

~
~



(b)

(c)

(d)

Any expired license or certcate may be renewed with 90 days afer the expiration date.
The bienn fee and the late renewal fee are set in the Schedule of 

Fees adopted by the city

council by resolution. Once the 90-day grace period has elapsed the applicant may not be
issued any fuer permts unti the applicant appears before the licensing and appeals board

for determation whether re-testig is requied for reissuance of a license.
Any class of license held for at least a year and with no outstadig work may be converted
to and maitaied as an inactive license. Holders of inactive licenses shall not be issued
permts.
Al applicants seekig renewal of a license or maintenance of an intive license are requied
to provide proof that the applicant attended at least eight hours of acceptable workshops or
classes for the purose of code update and review durg the biennal period.
A wily false statement in an application for a license shall be sufcient cause for
revocation.
Ths section is repealed and wi be of no fuer force and effect as of the following dates or

events, whichever occurs fist:
1. F or those contractors or persons regulated by the state of Iowa electrical examg

board established pursuat to chapter 103 of the Iowa code, as amended July 1,2008

or the date upon which the electrcal eX8m;n;ng board assumes the powers, duties and
responsibilities regarding licensing madated by chapter 103;

2. For those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechancal system

licensing board established pursuat to 104C of the Iowa code, as amended July 1,
2008. or the date upon which the State of Iowa Plumbing and Mechancal Svstems
Licensing: Board assume the powers. duties and responsibilties reQ:arding: licensing:
mandated by tht chapter.

~~

(e)

il

Sec. 26-164. Contractor's bond.

il Prior to the issuance or renewal of any contractor's license issued by the city or by the state of

Iowa, and uness otherwise indicated in ths aricle, the contractor shall file with the offce of
the buidig offcial a surety bond rug to the city in the sum of$5,000.00to be approved
by the building offcial and by the city legal deparent, to save tlie city haress on account
of any and al failures on the par of such applicant to comply in al pariculars with the
provisions of the buidig codes and all other applicable laws and ordiances, rules and
reguations relating to the work for which a permt has been issued and to ensure the
rectication of defective work to the satisfaction of the building offciaL.

Dù Ths section is repealed and will be of no fuer force and effect as of 
the following dates or

events, whichever occurs fist:

1. For those contractors or persons reguated by the state ofIowa electrcal eX8m;n;ng

board established pursuat to chapter 103 of the Iowa code, as amended July 1, 2008

or the date upon which the electrcal examg board assumes the powers, duties and
responsibilities regardig licensing mandated by chapter 103;

2. For those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechancal system

licensing board established pursuant to l04C of the Iowa code, as amended July 1,
2008. or the date upon which the State of 1m va Plumbing and Mechancal Svstems
Licensing Board assume the powers. duties and responsibilities reQ:ardig licensing:
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mandated bv that chapter.

Sec.26-329. Maintenance electrcian's certcate.

(a) A maitenance electrcian's certcate shal be requied of any reguar employee of a
manufactug or indusal estblishment who does electrcal work for tht establishment
only, and who maita and keeps in a stte of repai the existg electrcal equipment
with a buiding or group of buidigs. A matenace electrcian's certcate sha be issued
to any person who shal satisfactoriy pass the examtion given by the licensing and
appeals board. Any person holdig a maitenace electrcian's certficate issued by the city
prior to passage of the ordice from which ths arcle derives sha be reissued renewas of

his or her certificate without tag the examtion provided for in ths arcle.
(b) The intaation of any new or additional electrcal equipment of any kid by the holder of a

maitenance electrcian's certficate is prohibited.
(c) Ths section is repealed and wi have no fuer force and effect on July 1, 2008 or the date

upon which the state of Iowa electrcal exi=mining board assumes the powers, duties and
responsibilties regarding licensing mandated by Iowa Code chapter 103, as amended.

Sec.26-430. Contractor's license classifcation, exceptions.

(a) Classifcation. Contractors' licenses shal be classifed in accordace with the tye of
equipment to be instaed, altered, or repaied by the licensee. No license holder sha engage
in work which is not included under the classification for which he or she holds a license.
Classes of licenses and the corresponding scope of work authoried thereby sha be as
follows:
(1) Class A, mechanical contractor (unrestricted). Holders of 

ths license may obta
permts for any of the work or equipment reguated by the mechacal code and
chapters 10-24 of the IRC. Ths license shal be available only to the following:
a. Any person who has quaed for a class B, class C, and class D license; or
b. Any fi or business in which the active managers wish to combine their

respective class B, class C, and class D licenses for the purose of obtag a
class A license for such fi or business, in which case each manager must
maitai his or her respective individua license simultaneously with the

fim's or business' class A license. The class A license shall be issued in the
name of the fi or business and each of the holders of the class B, class C,

and class D licenses. All permt applications shal be made by one of the
managers so named.

(2) Class B, comfort heating contractor. Holders of 
ths license may obta permts for

any of the work or equipment reguated under IMC chapters 4 though 9,12-14

inclusive, and sections 1002.1- 1 002.3 , all in the and IRC chapters 10, 12-19 and 21-
24. For puroses of ths subsection, the term "comfort heatin" sha be deemed to
include "comfort cooling."

(3) Class C, rejiigeration contractor. Holders of 
ths license may obta permts for any

of the work or equipment reguated underIMC chapter 11 andIRC chapters 13, 17,
and 24; and sections M1404, M141 1 - M1413 and M2104.
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(4) Class D, boiler contractor. Holders of ths license may obta permts for any of the

work or equipment reguated under IMC chapters 7,8, 10 and12 and IRC chapters
13, 17, 18,20,21,22, and 24.

(5) Class E, special appliance contractor. Holders of ths license or a class A, B or D
license may obta permts for any work or equipment reguated under IMC chapters

7, 8, and 9 and IRC chapters 10, 13, 17, and 18 for the intaation of solid fuel
burg appliances, such as maufactued stoves and fieplaces. Al inations sha

be in accordace with appliance listings, manufactuer's recommendations, and

applicable requiements of the mechancal code. The homeowner's exemptions
contaed in section 26-141 of ths division shal apply to ths class of work.

(b) A contractor's license is not requied for the following:
(1) Any public utilty or gas supply company that is reguarly engaged in the business of

supplyig gas servce to the public shall be permtted to perform the followig
services without holdig any of the licenses otherwise required in ths arcle:

a. Make mior repais to or adjustments on gas appliances or equipment.
b. Intal gas piping and fittings incidental to the installation or relocation of gas

meters and domestic gas appliances such as kitchen appliances, clothes

drers, and incinerators.

(2) Any person holdig a curent plumbing contractor's license may obtai permts for

the intalation or repai of gas piping, boilers, and water heaters without holdi any
of the licenses prescribed in this arcle.

(3) A mechacal contractor's license shal not be requied for the repai and
maitenance ofHV AC facilties in city-owned buildigs when the work is performed
by a reguar city employee who has quaified for the authoried class of contractor as
specified in subsection (b) for the tye of repair or maitenance activity intended.
Any person workig under the provisions of ths subsection shal obtain the requied
mechacal permts and inspections.

( 4) A mechancal contractor's license shall not be required for intaing, alterig, or
relocating incinerators or cooling towers.

(5) Ths section is repealed and will have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008,
the effective date ofIowa Code chapter 104C establishig the s't:i'te pl:.:.::::icin; :ld
mcch:i1Ïc.::1 s:,"ste;:s licens:::g bc::-dState ofIowa Plumbing and Mechancal Systems
Licensing Board. or the date upon which the board assumes the powers. duties and
responsibilties regarding licensing mandated by that chapter.

Sec. 26-431. Contractor's bond.

(a) Prior to the issuance or rene'wal of any mechancal contractor's license, the applicant sha fie

with the offce of the buiding offcial a bond rug to the city in the sum of$1 0,000.00 for
a class A mechancal contractor's license, and $5,000.00 for each of the other classes of
licenses, to be approved by the buiding offcial and by the city legal deparent, to save the
city haress on account of any and all failures on the par of such applicant to comply in all
pariculars with the provisions of the mechancal code and all other applicable laws and
ordiances, rues and regulations relating to the work for which a permt has been issued and

to ensure the rectification of defective work to the satisfaction of the senior mechancal
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inpector.

(b) To ensure the collection of permt fees and the rectication of defective work, the applicant
shall in addition to fi the bond requied before the license is issued fie with the treasurer
for each license applied for a cash bond in the sum of $1 00.00 or a certcate of deposit in a

lie amount made payable to the city by a ban doing business in the stte. Such cash bond or
certcate of deposit sha remai on deposit with the city for 90 days afer the expiration or
surender of the license. Upon the death of the licensee, the treasurer may, upon approval of
the buiding and fie code board of appeals and the buidi offcial, release the bond or
certifcate of deposit before the expiration of 90 days. A letter of request must be submitted
to the building offcial for release of the bond or certcate of deposit.

(c) Ths section is repealed and wi have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008, the
effective date of Iowa Code chapter 104C establishi the state plumbing x:d lL.ech.:1.c::
SYStCL.8 lice~iL'lg boæ-dState ofIO'wa Plumbing and Mechacal Svstms Licensimr Board. or
the date upon which the board assumes the powers. duties and responsibilties regarding
licensing mandated bv tht chapter.

Sec. 26-575. Contractor's license.

(a) Required. Except as otherwse provided in ths arcle, no person, fi or business shall

engage in or represent to the public as enga"oig in the activity or business of contracting,
reconstrcting, alterig, or repaig any plumbing or buidig draiage system in or for any

buidig with the city without first havig obtaed from the city a plumbing contractor's

license. The owner, in the case of a sole proprietorship, or one active manager of plumbing
operations, in the case of any other form of business organation, shall hold a mater
plumber's certifcate of competency before such person, fi or business may be granted a

plumbing contractor's license. The license issued sha recite the nae of the person holding
the master plumber's certifcate of competency and the nae of the fi or business. The

plumbing contractor's license shal be automatically revoked in the event the person naed
thereon ceases to hold a master plumber's certifcate of competency or ceases to actively
manage plumbing operations conducted under the plumbing contractors license.

(b) Exceptions. Exceptions to license requiements of subsection (a) of 
ths section shall be as

follows:
(1) A plumbing contractor's license shal not be requied in cases where a private sewer,

other than a building or house sewer, is constrcted under the jursdiction, standad
specifcations, and inspection of the city engieer, or in cases where lateral sewer

studs, extendig from a public sewer to the propert lie, are constrcted under the

jursdiction, stadard specifcations and inpection of the city engineer.
(2) The city waterworks sha not be requied to hold a plumbing contractor's license in

order to perform the followig work:
a. Reconnection of an existig water service from an existing water mai to a

new water mai provided that the city waterworks obtaied a plumbing
permt for such work prior to the commencement ofthe work and that such
work is inspected and approved by the buildig offcial.

b. Mior adjustments to a stop box in order to termte water service when
such service must be termated because ofleak in the service or deliquent
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payment of water bils, provided the afected propert owner refues to cause ~
such mior adjustments to be made. ~

c. Mior temporar water service adjustments to control flows in emergency
situtions where daage is caused or a haard is created Upon termtion of
the service the city waterworks shal noti the owner tht permanent repai
work must be done.

d. Al work done by the city waterworks sha be the responsibilty of the city

waterworks, and the city waterworks sha correct all damage caused to stop
boxes by the city waterworks.

(3) Any person holding a Class A, B, or D mechancal contractor's license may in
water heaters in accordace vvith the Uniorm Plumbing Code, provided such person
has first obtaied a mechancal permt, and provided fuer, that no water heater
intaed under ths exception shal exceed 65 galons capacity or 50,000 Btu fuel

input.

(4) A plumbing contractor's license shall not be requied for the repai and matenance
of plumbing facilities in city-owned buildigs when the work is performed by a
reguar city employee who holds a curent joureym plumber's certificate of
competency. Any person workig under the provisions of ths subsection sha obta
plumbing permts and inspections as required by section 26-135 and 26-177,
respectively.

(5) In cases which an owner-occupant of a single-famy dwellg desires to perform any

plumbing work with his or her single-famly dwellg the owner may obtai a
plumbing permt by paying the proper fee. For puroses of ths section an owner-

occupied single-famly dwelling shall mean a detached residence designed for or
occupied by one famly only and occupied by the recorded owner of the propert.
Ths exception does not allow a homeowner to insta or repai buidig sewers,

private disposal systems, water services or requied testable backfow devices.
In ths case, the permttee is requied to obtai al requied inpections and the

homeowner must be the individual doing the work. Ths individual must be
knowledgeable of plumbing systems, applicable code provisions and capable of
designg and layig out their work.

(6) Ths section is repealed and wi have no fuer force and effect as of Ju1y -l, 2008,
the effective date of Iowa Code chapter 104C establishig the State Plunicli-:g :::d
1'.1cch:.c:l SysteL-l Licei:sing Bo::d State of Iowa Plumbing and Mechancal
Systems Licensing Board. or the date upon which the board assumes the powers.
duties and responsibilties regarding licensing mandated bv that chapter.

Sec.26-576. Contractor's bond.

(a) Prior to the issuace or renewal of any plumbing contractor's license, the applicant shall fie

vvith the buildig offcial a bond rug to the city in the sum of $5,000.00 to be approved

by the building offcial and the city legal deparent, to save the city haress on account of
any and all failures on the par of such applicant to comply in al parcu1ars with the
provisions of the plumbing code and all other applicable laws, ordiances, rues and
reguations, and to ensure the rectification of defective work for which a permt has been



(b)

(c)

issued.
To ensure the collection of permt fees, the applicant sli, in addition to the bond reqUied in
subsection (a) oftbis section and before the license is issued, deposit with the city treasurer
$100.00 in cash or a certcate of deposit in a lie amount made payable to the city by a ban
doing business in the state. Such cash bond or certcate of deposit sha remai on deposit
with the city for 90 days afer the expiration or surender of the license. Upon the death of the

licensee, the treasurer may, upon the approval of the buidig and fie code board of appeals

and the buidin offcial, release such bond or certficate of deposit before the expiration of
90 days. A letter of request must be submitted to the buidig offcial for release of the bond
or certifcate of deposit.

Ths section is repealed and wi have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008, the
effective date ofIowa Code chapter 104C establishig the St:tc Plumbir~g and ~.fed::i:iic.d
Syste;: Licc::sin; Bord State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechacal Svstems LicensIl Board. .
or the date upon which the board assues the powers. dutes and responsibilties regardig
licensing mandated by that chapter.
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Sec. 26-577. Master plumber's certcate of competency.

(a) To obtai a master plumbers certcate of competency a person shall meet the followIDg

conditions:

(1) They shal have successfuy passed a mater plumber's examation adstered
and/or approved by the buidig and fie code board of appeals.

(2) They mus have been certed by the city, or any other approved jursdiction, as a
joureyman plumber for a period of two years and been actively engaged in the
plumbing trade durg that period, uness exempt under subsection 26-578 (b) (4).

(b) Exceptions: The requiements to obta a master plumber's certcate of competency may be

waived for individuas quaifg under the followig:

. (1) Holders of plumbing contractor's licenses granted by the city prior to the date of the
ordinance from 'which ths subsection derives shal be issued a master plumbers

certficate of competency.
(2) A master plumbers certifcate of competency may be issued without examation, as

requied by subsection (a) (1) of ths section, for any person holdig a simlar
certficate or license if so denoted from another muncipal corporation in ths State
that is recogned by the buiding and fie code board of appeals as having simlar

certification stadards.
(3) Ths section is repealed and vvill have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008,

the effective date of Iowa Code chapter 104C establishig the St:t~ PI'.r..bi:; ::d
Mech~c.:: Syster: Lic.2::ing Bo:id State of Iovira Plumbing and Mechancal
Systems Licensing Board. or the date upon \\'hich the board assumes the powers.
duties and responsibilities regardig licensin2: mandated bv that chapter.

Sec. 26-578. Journeyman plumber's certficate of competency.

(a) Required Except as othervvise provided in ths arcle, no person shall engage in the work or
practice the trade of intag, alterig, maitaig or repaig any plumbing or building



~
draie system with the scope of the plumbing code uness such person ha obtaed a

joureym plumber's certcate of competency and is either the holder of a plumbing
contrtor's license or is performg such work whie in the employ of another person

holdig a plumbing contractor's license.
(b) Exceptions. Exceptions to subsection (a) of 

ths section sha be as follows:

(1) Employees of the city water works shal not be requied to hold a joureyman
plumber's certcate of competency when performg work for the city water works
under the provisions of section 26-575 of ths division.

(2) A joureyman plumber's certifcate of competency sha not be requied when a
private sewer, other th a building or house sewer, is constrcted under the

jursdiction, standad specifcations, and inspection of the city engieer.

(3) A joureyman plumber's certificate of competency sha not be requied for the
intalation of water heaters not exceeding 65 gallons capacity or 50,000 btu
provided that a plumbing or a mechacal permt is obtaied.

(4) Upon wTitten request of 
the individual to the License and Appeals Board the board

hal review for consideration any post secondar traig in the plumbing field, from

an accredited educational institution or trade school and being employed ful tie for

a period of two years with a plumbing contractor, under a maser or joureyman's
diect supervsion. The educational traig may not occur simultaneously.

(c) Qualifcations. An applicant for a joureyman plumber's certcate of competency mus be

able to read mechancal drawigs and do appropriate mathematical problems and mus know
the provisions of the plumbing code and all other applicable laws, ordices, rues and
reguations governg plumbing. The applicant shal have at least four years' practical
experience as an apprentice assisting in the installation of plumbing work. The applicant
shall fush the board with bona fide afdavits as to the applicants practical experience and

satisfactorily pass an examation for a certifcate of competency as a joureyman plumber.
(d) Ths section is repealed and will have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008, the

effective date of Iowa Code chapter 104C establishig the St:te PIlLcin; :id ~.1echx:c::l
S:,"stem Li.:e~::L.::g BO:Jrd State onowa Plumbing: and Mechancal Svstems Licensing Board.
or the date upon which the board assumes the po\vers. duties and responsibilities reg:ardig
licensing mandated bv that chapter.

Sec. 26-579. ReIssuance of current licenses and certcates of competency.

(a) Any person holding a curent plumbing contractor's license, master plumber's certcate of

competency, or a joureyman plumber's certificate of competency, on the effective date of
the ordiance from which ths section derives, shall be reissued the respective license or
certficate without takg the examations requied in ths arcle. In addition, such license or
certcate may be issued without examation to any person holdig a certficate from
another governental jursdiction recognzed by the buildig and fie code board of appeals

as havig licensing standads similar to those of the board.

(b) Ths section is repealed and will have no fuer force and effect as of July 1,2008, the
effective date ofIowa Code chapter 104C establishig the St::tc Pl::lÒ:.-:;:::: 1\1ccli:ic::l
SYStC:11 Lice:ii:g Bo::-d State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechancal Svstems Licensing Board.
or the date upon which the board assumes the powers. duties and responsibilities regardin£



licensin mandaed bv tht chapter.
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K~Sec. 26-580. Apprentice.

(a) The term "apprentice" sha include any person who, whie learg the trade of 
plumbing

under the diection and control of a certed joureyman plumber, is workig in the
intaation, alteration or repai of plumbin equipment.

(b) No person shal engage in the work of an apprentice without fist obtag an apprentice

license.

(c) No plumbing contractor shal hie or employ any apprentice who does not have a license, and
no plumbing contractor sha hie or employ more than two apprentices for each certed
joureym plumber in his or her employ. The same ratio shal apply to every permttable
job.

(d) Ths section is repealed and wi have no fuer force and effect as of July 1, 2008, the
effective date ofIowa Code chapter lO4C establishig the St::::t~ PI1.bing :lid Mcc1::::nic:il
Syste:n Lic~::sing B o::d State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechancal Systems Licensing BoarcL
or the date upon 'Nbich the board assumes the powers. duties and responsibilities reQ:arding
licensinQ: mandated bv tht chapter.

Sec. 2. Ths ordiance sha be in fu force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.
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