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An Ordinance entitled, UAN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of
the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No.
13 , 827, pas sed June 5 , 2000 , and amended by Ordinance No .
14,093 passed June 3, 2002 and Ordinance No. 14,473 passed
August 8, 2005 by amending Sections thereof, relating to
adoption of . the international fire code and amendments and
additions to the international fire code",

which was
J ~-S2-
.

considered and voted upon under Roll Call No.
of July 23, 20q7 i again presented.

07-

Moved by that this ordinance be
considered and given second vote for passage.

(Second of three required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSEN

COWN CERTIFICATE
COLEM
HESLEY I, DIA RAUB, City Clerk of said City hereby certiy
KIRNAN that at a meetig of the City Council of said City of Des
MAEY Moines, held on the above date, among other
MEYER proceedigs the above was adopted.
VLSIS

TOTAL IN WITNSS WHREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
MOTION CARD APPROVED and affixed my seal the day and year first above written.

City Clerk

.......................................................................................... ,

Mayor
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Offce of the City Manager

Date I July 23, 2007

Agenda Item No. J, · ~ / I
Roll can No. 07- 1..3
Commn.cation No. 07-424
Submitted by: Phip C. Vorlandter.

Chief of the Fire De arent

AGEJ\1JA HEADING:

Amending Chapter 46 of the Muncipal Code regardig Fire Prevention and Protection.

SYNOPSIS:

Approval of these Ordinances amends Sections 46-61, 46-63, 41-64 and 46-3 of Chapter 46, Fire
Prevention and Protection, of the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines. The fist ordinance as it
pert to Chapter 46, Section 46-61 replaces the 2003 edition of the International Fire Code by
adoptig the more recent and applicable 2006 edition of the International Fire Code. The code changes to
Chapter 46, Sections 46-63 and 46-64, are primarly intended to amend and add to the International Fire
Code, 2006 edition. The additions to Section 46-3 as listed in the second ordiance provide the Fire
Deparent with supplemental options for enforcement of the Fire Prevention Code.

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE

ADDITIONAL INORMATION:

In its curent form, the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Section 46-61 adopts and incorporates
the International Fire Code, 2003 edition, as published by the International Code Council, Inc. The
International Fire Code has been revised and updated in a 2006 edition to include more recent and
applicable requiements governg fie prevention and protection. The proposed ordiance thus replaces
the outdated 2003 edition by adopting and enactig the 2006 edition ofthe International Fire Code.

Municipal Code Section 46-63 allows for amendments and additions to the requirements of the
International Fire Code. In c.onjunction with the adoption of the 2006 edition of the International Fire
Code, the amendments alid additions must also be updated to correlate with the new edition. The
proposed ordiance to amend Section 46-63 and add Sections 46-66, 46-67, 46-68, 46-69, 46-70, and 46-
71 enacts new language to supplement the 2006 Code regulations and address varous fie prevention

measures determed to be necessar by the Fire Deparent, including regulations of open flame
cookig devices, liquefied petroleum gas-fueled cookig devices, access roads for fie equipment,
lited access gates/locks and lock boxes, and single- and multiple-station smoke alars.

Open Flame Cookig Devices
These devices have been regulated through a ívritten policy, but not an ordiance. The proposed
amendment would state that charcoal burners and other ash or ember producing devices shall not be
operated on combustible balconies and/or decks or vvithI 10 feet of combustible constrction. The
exception would be one and two family dwellings.
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Liquefied Petroleum Gas Fueled Cookig Devices
The proposed amendment would state that liquid propane (LP) gas burers havig more than one
nomial 20 pound or larger capacity cylider shall not be operated on balconies and/or decks or witb
10 feet of strctues. No LP cylinders shal be stored inide any multi-famly strctue. The exception
would be one and two famly dwellings.

Access Roads for Fire Equipment
The proposed amendment would add "Grass pavers or simlar tye products that are not readiy
distigushable as a road surface shall not be used" to the existig code. Ths is important so that in the
case of an emergency the fie deparent can readily identify the road, the road can be maitaied in
year round as required, and the road is more stable in inclement weather for drving on or setting up an
aerial with outrggers. The amendment fuer states that fie apparatu access roads shall be designed
and maitaied to support the imposed loads of fie apparatu and shall be of a contiuous hard surace
such as concrete, asphalt, rock, or other contiuous hard surace material so as to provide al-weather
maintenance and drving capabilities.

Limted Access Gates~ Locks~ and Lock Boxes

This will readily allow the fie deparnent access into a building or complex. The proposed change states
that an approved lock box that operates with the existig lock box key used by the Des Moines Fire
Deparent shall be installed on all ne'iv constrction and existig strctues that go though the plan
review process. Exceptions would be:
1) Group R-3 and unecured group R-2 occupancies.
2) Facilities virith ollite secuiity 24 hours a day and having access to all areas of 

the buildig.

Limted Access Gates and Locks
All developments, commuiiities, sti-uctues, facilities, or propert simlar in natue that has controlled
access points requiiing a key, key card, coded key pad, or simlar de,rice to limt access shall have a lock
box with keys, key cards, codes, or similar device to gain access or shall have a lock box key activated
openig device. All lock boxes or lock box key activated devices shal be operable with the existig lock
box key used by the Des Moines Fire Deparent. The exception would be controlled access points that
have security present 24 hours a day.

Single and IVlultiple StatIon Smoke Alarms
Curently these smoke detectors are the standard 120v/battery back up type that sound in the living unt
only and would require the occupant or someone in the hallway to hear them before any other action
takes place. This an1endment .would require new constrction smoke detectors to be monitored by a
supervisory sigi1aL. By doing so this .would send a signal to the alar panel indicating a problem which
\vould cause someone to check into the problem which GOuld be a fie, malfuction, or someone

tamperig with the smoke detector. Tils would also eliate batteries being removed to disar the

detector. The amended ordinance states that: "Listed single and multiple-station smoke alars compl:ying
with UL 2 i 7 shall be installed in accordance with provisions of this Code and the household fie \varng
equipment provision ofl\""PA 72. Smoke alars in d\velling unts shall be addressable with sounder
bases and monitored by the building fire alarm system as a supervisory signal only. Mi horns in
dwellig unts are not required if notification from a building fie alar system is though the smoke
alars with sounder bases." Note: Section 907.2. 10 only applies to R-1, R-2, R-4 and I-I.

Appeals
The curent language of Section 46-64 describes the appeals process for Fire Deparent orders or
notices requiring compliance v,'ith Intemational Fire Code provisions, including amendments and
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additions thereto, as adopted in the Muncipal Code of 
the City of Des Moines, Section 46-61. Pusuat

to the curent Section 46-64, persons receiving said orders or notices can appeal to the Fire Chief. The
proposed amendment to Section 46-64 provides for an additional appeal of 

the Fire Chiefs decision

regardig such orders or notices to the Licensing and Appeals Board. Ths ordiance is presented for

approval in conjunction with the proposed amendments to Sections 26-120,26-121,26-122 and 26-123
of the Muncipal Code to permt a decision of 

the Fire Chief, in the anministration of 
the Fire Code, to be

appealed to the Licensing and Appeals Board. Ths would allow an appeal of the fie code to a board
inead of the Fire Chief being the fial authority.

Enforcemen tiP enalties
Muncipal Code Section 46-3 generally addresses violations of Chapter 46, the Fire Prevention and
Protection Code. The proposed ordinance to add Sections 46-3.05 and 46-3.07 enacts additional
enforcement mechaisms includig muncipal inactions, admstrative penalties and corrective action
orders to allow the Fire Departrnent to more efficiently and effectively enforce the Fire Prevention and
Protection code requi-ements. The Fire Deparent will propose a schedule of arìministrative penalties to
supplement new Section 46-3.07 and that schedule wil be on the Council agenda for adoption at the time
of the thd readig of this amendment. Curently there is no penalty for unpaid permts or operatig
without a pennit. This change brings pennittg in lie V\rith other admstrative penalties such as false
alars.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTIONeS):

Date: August 8, 2005

Roll Call Number: 05-1932

Action: Final consideration of ordinance aniending Sections 46-61 and 46-63 of Chapter 46 of the

Muncipal Code regarding Fii-e Prevention and Protection, requies 6 votes. Moved by Brooks
that this ordinaiice be placed upon its fial passage and that the ordiance do nmv pass,
#14.473. Motion CaiTÌed 7-0.

Date: June 3, 2002

Roll Call Number: 02-1416

Action: Final consideration of ordiiiaiice aiiiending Sections 46-61 and 46-63 of 
Chapter 46 of the

Muncipal Code regai-ding Fire Prevention and Protection, requies 6 votes. Moved by Hensley
that this ordiaiice be placed upon its fial passage and that the ordinance do now pass,

#14.093. Motion Cared 7-0.

BOAR/COM1VITSSION ACTION(S): NO:N"E

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS Al\'D FUTURE COMMTl\ffNTS:

Second, thd, and final consideration of 
the ordiance.
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,
2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14,093 passed June 3, 2002
and Ordinance No. 14,473 passed August 8, 2005 by amending
Sections thereof, relating to adoption of the international
fire code and amendments and additions to the international
f ire code.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,2000,

and amended by Ordinance No. 14,093 passed June 3, 2002, and

Ordinance No. 14,473 passed August 8, 2005, is hereby amended by

amending Sections 46-61, 46-63, 46-64 and adding and enacting new

Sections 46-66, 46-67, 46-68, 46-69, 46-70 and 46-71 relating to

adoption of the international fire code and amendments and

additions to the international fire code, as follows:

Sec. 46-61. Adoption of international fire code.

(a) This chapter shall consist of the International Fire Code,
~2006 edition, published by the International Code Council,
Inc. and known commonly as the international fire code, which
volume is incorporated in this section by this reference as
fully as though set forth in this chapter in its entirety,
excepting only such portions as are stated to be deleted
therefrom and such additional provisions as are set forth in
this article.

(b) This chapter and all provisions incorporated in this chapter,
by reference or otherwise, shall be known as the fire
prevention code, may be cited as such, and will be referred to
in this chapter as such and as "this code" or as "this
article" or as "this chapter." Further references made in this
chapter to chapters will be to chapters of the international
fire code. References to section numbers not preceded by "46-"
will be to sections in the international fire code.



Sec. 46-63. Amendments and additions.

(a) Article I of this chapter and the remaining sections in this
chapter and in division 2 of article III of chapter 38 of the
city Code are and represent amendments and additions to the
requirements contained in the international fire code. Where
their requirements conflict with those of the international
fire code, the requirements of sections 38-81 and 38-82 of the
ci ty Code and articles iv through X of this chapter shall
prevai i .

(b) The deleted sections and the corresponding amendments and
addi tions to those sections are as follows:

(1) Section 108 (see section 46-64 of this chapter) .
(2) Section 105 (see section 46-1 of this chapter).
(3) Section 2601.2 (see section 46-121 of this chapter).
(4) Section 3308.2 (see article VIi of this chapter).
(5) Section 3401.4 (see section 46-246 of this chapter).
(6) Sections 2701.1 2701.5, 2703.9.1, 2703.9.1.1,
2701.6.3, 2701.6, 2701.5.1 and 2701.5.2 (see article iV
of this chapter) .
(7) Section 3804 (see section 46-281 of this chapter) .
(8) Section 308.3.1 (see section 46-66 of this chapter).
(9) Section 308.3.1.1 (see section 46-67 of this
chapter) .
(10) Section 503.2.3 (see section 46-68 of this chapter).
(11) Section 506.1 (see section 46-69 of this chapter) .
(12) Section 506.1.1 (see section 46-70 of this chapter).
(13) Section 907.2.10 (see section 46-71 of this
chapter) .

Sec. 46-64. Appeals.

(a) Any order or notice issued or served as provided in the
fire prevention code shall immediately be complied with by the
owner or occupant of such premises or building. Such owner or
occupant may, within 24 hourofour (4) business days, appeal to the
fire chief who shall, within five days, review such order and file
his or her decision thereon, and, unless it is found a fire hazard
does not exist and by his or her authority the order is revoked or
modified, it shall remain in full force and be complied with within
the time fixed in such order or decision of the fire chief.
Decisions of the fire chief may be appealed to the licensing and
appeal board in section 26-120 of the city code.

(b) Any person affected by a decision of the fire chief may
request and shall be granted a hearinq on the decision before the
licensing and appeals board, provided that the person shall file in
the permit and development center a written petition requesting a
hearing and setting forth a brief statement of the grounds within
fifteen (15) days after receivinq notice of the decision. The
appeal shall be sub-i ect to the procedural rules set forth in



section 26-122 and 26-123.

Sec. 46-66. Open flame cooking devices.

Charcoal burners and other ash or ember producing devices
shall not be operated on combustible balconies and/or decks or
wi thin ten (10) feet of combustible construction. Exception: one
and two family dwellings.

Sec. 46-67. Liquefied petroleum qas fueled cookinq devices.

Liquefied petroleum (LP) gas burners having larger or more
than one nominal 20 pound capacity cylinder shall not be operated
on balconies and/or decks or wi thin ten (10) feet of structures.
No LP cylinders shall be stored inside of any multi- family
structure. Exception: one and two family dwellings.

Sec. 46-68. Fire apparatus access road surface.

Fire apparatus access roads shall be desiqned and maintained
to support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be of a
continuous hard surface such as concrete, asphalt, rock, or other
continuous hard surface material so as to provide all-weather
maintenance and driving capabilities. Grass pavers or similar type
products that are not readily distinguishable as a road surface
shall not be used.

Sec. 46-69. Lock box.

An approved lock box that operates with the existing lock box
key used by the Des Moines Fire Department shall be installed on
all new construction and existing structures that qo throuqh the
plan review process. Exceptions: 1) Group R-3 and unsecured group
R-2 occupancies; 2) facilities with on-site security 24 hours a day
and havinq access to all areas of the building.

Sec. 46-70. Limited access qates and locks.

All developments, communities. structures, facilities. or
property similar in nature that have controlled access points
requirinq a key, key card, coded key pad, or similar device to
limi t access shall have a lock box with keys, key cards, codes, or
similar device to qain access or shall have a lock box key
activated opening device. All lock boxes or lock box key activated
devices shall be operable with the existing lock box key used by
the Des Moines Fire Department. Exception: Controlled access
points that have security present 24 hours a dav.



Sec. 46-71. Sinqle and multiple station smoke alarms.

P1-,M~
t- P,

Listed sinqle and multiple-station smoke alarms complyinq with
UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with provisions of this
code and the household fire warninq equipment provision of NFPA 72.
Smoke alarms in dwelling units shall be addressable with sounder
bases and monitored by the buildinq fire alarm system as a
supervisory siqnal onlv. Mini horns in dwellinq units are not
required if notification from a buildinq fire alarm system is
through the smoke alarms with sounder bases.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from

and after its passage and publication as provided by law.

FORM APPROVED:

!&d~~
Assistant City Attorney
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