
* Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

U
August 10, 2009

Date..............................................................................

ROLL CALL TO RECOGNIZE THE PROSPECT PAR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD RECOGNITION POLICY

WHREAS, the Des Moines City Council approved the City of Des Moines Neighborhood Recognition
Policy on May 24, 1993 by Roll Call No. 93-2026; and

WHREAS, the Community Development Deparent with the guidance of the Neighborhood
Revitalization Board implemented this policy by sending a written notice of the policy to neighborhood groups
and anouncing the Policy on Citicable; and

WHREAS, a list of the neighborhood groups who requested recognition was compiled, approved by the
Neighborhood Revitalization Board, and these neighborhood groups received offcial recognition by the City
Council on November 8, 1993; and

WHREAS, the Prospect Park Neighborhood Association has completed an application for recognition
stating that their boundaries include Euclid Ave./30th St. between Douglas Ave. and Holcomb Ave. on the west,
the Des Moines River from Euclid Ave. to Hickman Rd. on the east, Euclid Ave./Douglas Ave. between
Lawnwoods Dr. and the Des Moines River on the north, and Bennett Ave. between 30th St. and 27th PI., 27th PI.,
between Holcomb Ave. and Sheridan Ave., Sheridan Ave. between 27th PI. and Marin Luther King, Jr. Pkw.,
Martin Luther King, Jr. Pkw. between Sheridan Ave. and Hickman Rd., Hickman Rd. between Martin Luther
King, Jr. Pkwy. and the Des Moines River comprises the southern boundary, as more specifically shown on the
accompanying map; and

WHREAS, the Neighborhood Revitalization Board recommended approval of this application at their
meeting on August 5, 2009; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, that the Prospect Park
Neighborhood Association is hereby designated as a recognized neighborhood association for the City of Des
Moines.

(Council Communication Number 09 - )557

MOVED by to adopt.

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS
COWNIE

COLEMAN

HENSLEY

KIERNAN

MAHAFFEY

MEYER

VLASSIS

TOTAL

NAYS PASS ABSENT

CERTIFICATE

I, DIAE RAUB, City Clerk of said City hereby certify
that at a meeting of the City Council of said City of Des
Moines, held on the above date, among other
proceedings the above was adopted.

MOTION CARRIED APPROVED

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
and affxed my seal the day and year first above written.

City Clerk

Mayor
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Name of ,your nelghbrhóod orgnizatin
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LIst Ycur organization's contaCt. To Improve communloaton, pleaseîdentlfy your primary and. alternate contact persons. .
. ' :i73L'

.. 2S01

~7o~

Addr~

Location of your plÌblJo nì~etlngs and hoW often you meet . .. ~

1Ia Ho olln yo msel

.,:c.
br:,op . .
.. . \'7t . 5"""0"

~~-\1

Your BourÎarles (Include whioh side of the street):Nort: '..East 5H. \iÚK ---~
South:
West

DETAILED map of your neighborhood's bounaries (call the Neighborhood Planning SectIon at
263D7 and ask for a prInt out of your area to a) verif our. maps are correct and b) use it to
highlight your boundrles and return with your application

Copy of your organizations propod O~~Y-la~S' (see samples attched)
. . .k.~ ik -t$~~c: lA.~ 0- "7 Iii-",, .

Mail to:
City or Des Moines
Neighborhood Development Divlsion '.

602 East First Street . Des Moines lA 50309 · 283-4182

Once your completed application Ï$ received, yoùr orgnization Will be contacted by City sta to let you
know when your neighborhood wiR receive a Certficate of Recogntion .'

.. l'



bo..""Ü,., 
',t? :

On the Wes: the ea side of Euclid Avenue/30t Stret between Douglas Avenue and Holcomb,

Avenue

On the South: Bennett Avenue between 30t Street and 27th Place, 27th Place between Holcomb and
Sherida Avenue, Sheridan between 27th Plac and Mar Luther Kig, Jr. Parkway, the
west side ofMLKig between Sherida and Bennett, the east side ofMLKing between
Sheridan and Hickman Avenue, the nort side of Hickman from MLKing to the Des
Moines River

On the East: the Des Moines River from Hickman to Euclid

On the Nort: the south side of 
Euclid between the Des Moines River and MLKing, then the south side

of Douglas between MLKing and Lawnwoods Drve



BYLAWS OF THE PROSPECT PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE 1. Name

The name of the association shall be the Prospect Park Neighborhood Association.

ARTICLE 2. Purpose

Prospect Park is committed to respecting diversity and maintaining quality of life and pride in our
neighborhood by coming together to create positive chage.

ARTICLE 3. Boundaries

On the West: the east side of Euclid Avenue/30th Street between Douglas Avenue and Holcomb
Avenue

On the South: Bennett Avenue between 30th Street and 27th Plac, 27th Place between Holcomb and
Sherida Avenue, Sheridan between 27th Place and Marin Luther King, Jr. Parkway, the
west side of MLKing between Sheridan and Bennett, the east side of MLKing between
Sheridan and Hickman Avenue, the north side of Hickman from MLKing to the Des
Moines River

On the East: the Des Moines River from Hickman to Euclid

On the North: the south side of Euc1id between the Des Moines River and MLKing, then the south side
of Douglas between MLKing and Lawnwoods Drive

These boundaries are indicated on a map attached to these bylaws.

ARTICLE 4. Membership and Voting

Section 1 -- Membership in the association is open to all persons who have reached the age of 18 and
, are Des Moines residents.

Section 2 -- Any person who is eligible for membership in the association may become a member upon
completing a form indicating the person's desire to become a member of the association and payment
of anual dues. Each member of the association shall be entitled to one vote on each matter submitted
to a vote of members; provided, however, that business and other eligible organizations may have only
one voting membership.

Section 3 -- Voting Requirements. Votes shall be cared by a majority of members present and voting
unless otherwise required by law. Members must be present to vote. A quoiu shall be 7 members.



Section 4 -- Voting Eligibility. The secretary of the association shall maintain a list of eligible voters.
To be eligible to vote in an Association election, all criteria for full membership must be met and dues,
if owed, must be paid in ful before the beginning of the meeting.

ARTICLE 5. Association Meetings

Section 1 -- Anual Meeting. The place, time and date for the first Annual Meeting shall be determined
by the Steering Committee, then by the Board of Directors for the following years. No more than 15
months shall elapse between Anual Meetings. The primary purpose of the Anual Meeting is to elect
offcers for the coming year, collect dues, anounce general meeting dates for the next year, review
activities ofthe past yea, make plan for the coming year, and celebrate as an organization.

Section 2 -- Reguar Meetings. Regular meetings shall be held on the first Sunday of each month at
6:30pm at Broadlawn's Hospital in the Ingersoll Conference Room. Should this fall on a holiday
weekend, the meeting shall move to the 2nd Sunday ofthe month, same time and place. The Board has

the right to change the date, time, and/or place of these meetings at their discretion.

Section 3 -- Special Meetings. Special meetings of the membership may be caled for any purose or
puroses by the President, by action of 

the directors, or by a written request of not less than 10% of the
voting members of the neighborhood association.

Section 4 -- Place of Meetings. The Board of Directors may designate any place within Polk County,

Iowa, as the place of meeting for any anual, quarerly, or special meeting.

Section 5 -- Notice of Meetings. Notice of each meeting shall be provided at least 10 days before the
meeting. Notification wil consist of the following methods: monthly meeting notices wil be emailed
or delivered by phone while anual and quarterly meeting notices will go out as mass mailings.

Section 6 -- Minutes. Minutes of Board meetings shall be available to members upon request and, also
upon request, can be provided to City and/or County staff. Copies of the minutes of the most recent
meetig shal be available at the next meeting. In requesting copies of minutes over one year old,
please allow up to sixty days to receive them.

Section 7 -- Open Meetings. All of the aforementioned meetings shall be open to the public.

Section 8 -- Financial Reports. A financial report shall be presented at all meetings -- regular, special,
or annua.

Section 9 -- Conduct. Any individual(s) causing a disruption or acting in an inappropriate maner may
be removed from general membership meetings, Board meetings, or neighborhood events, by any
offcer or offcers, agent or agents, authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.

Section lO -- The usual parliamenta rules laid down in Robert's Rules of Order shall govern all
deliberations, when not in conflct with these bylaws.



ARTICLE 6. Board of Directors

Section i ~~ There wil be a Board of Directors which shall exercise all powers vested in it by the
general membership and shall be responsible for the business of the association. The Board of
Directors should be representative of the Prospect Park geographic area. An attempt should be made to
insur that all areas of the neighborhood are represented, and each board member should represent the
neighborhood as a whole.

Section 2 - The Board of Directors shall consist of7 members, including the offcers of the
association, elected by the members. All members of the Board shall reside in or operate a business
withn the boundaries of Prospect Park and shall be voting members of the association in good standing
prior to election to the Board. At least 4 of those members shall be owner-occupants of residential
property within the association.

Section 3 - The offcers of the Board of Directors shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, and
Treasurer. Offcers shall serve 1 year terms, except for the Secretar and Treasurer, who shall each
serve 2 years. All may be re-elected by the membership.

Section 4 - The Board of Directors shall meet no less than four times a year and meetings shall be
scheduled at the Anual Meeting for the forthcoming year. These meetings will be held preferably three
weeks in advance of the regularly scheduled quarerly association meetings. In addition, special
meetings of the Board may be called by the President and must be called by the President at the request
of at least thre Board members or by a written request of not less than 10% of the voting members of
the neighborhood association. The purpose of each meeting shall be stated in the notice to Board
members in advance of the meeting.

Section 5 - Quorum. A quoru shall consist of not less than 5 members of the Board of Directors
and an affrmative vote of the majority of all Directors present and voting shall be required for approval
of any action.

Section 6 - Members of the Board of Directors are expected to attend all Board and association
meetings. Missing three consecutive Board meetings shall be constred as resignation from the Board.
Board membership may be reinstated only by a majority of the remaining Board members.

Section 7 -- In case of emergency or if the President determines a meeting of the Board of Directors is
not feasible, a proposal may be voted upon by the Board of Directors by telephone. Affrmative votes
by a majority are needed for any action, and the secretar shall provide a written record of any action
taken.

Section 8 -- Conflct of Interest. If a Board member finds they may have a conflct of interest in an
issue, they will voluntarily bring this before the Board of Directors and must refrain from voting on the
issue. The Board also has the right to call to attention a possible confict with a Board member, at
which point the Board may ask the member to refrain from any decision-making on this issue. Ony
factual information wil be taken into account by the Board to determine whether the Board member
should refrain from voting.



ARTICLE 7. Duties of the Offcers

Section 1 - President. The President shall preside at all Association and Board of Directors meetings.
The President shall present a progress report to the membership during the anual meeting. The
President or the President's designee shall be the Association's representative on issues before the Des
Moines City Council, any city board or commission, the media or a public forum.

Section 2 - Vice President. In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall perform the duties

of the President and other duties as assigned by the President or as determined by the Board.

Section 3 - Secretary. The Secretar shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the Board of Directors
and the Association. The Secretay shall be the custodian of all records of the Association, shall
maintain an accurte list of members and shall provide notice of meetings to members and Directors,
and shall maintain an accurate list of members and shall provide notice of meetings to members and
Directors. The Secretar shall be responsible for making copies of the minutes available to the
members.

Section 4 - Treasurer. The Treasurer shall oversee and keep an itemized report of all funds received
and spent on behalf of the Association. As funds accumulate, the Treasurer shall pay all obligations as
authorized by the Board and shall make a regular report to the Board and the association. The Treasurer
shall prepare and distribute a financial report for all meetings as well as an anual financial report and
budget to be received at the anual meeting.

Section 5 -- Board Members at Large. The Board Members at Large shall attend general membership
quaerly and Board meetings, be a member in good stading, parcipate in association events, take an
active role in planing and implementation of association events, and contribute information to a
newsletter.

ARTICLE 8. Committees

Section i - The President with the approval of the Board may establish committees as necessary for the
puroses of the Association. The President wi1h the approval of the Board shall appoint members to the
committees.

Section 2 - All committees shall report to the President and the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE 9. Elections

Section 1 -- Those members interested in being elected to offce should let a Board member know at
least two months in advance of the election. If a member is nominated to an offce by someone else, a
member of the Board (or membership committee) will contact that member to ask if they would serve
in that offce should they be elected.

Section 2 - Regular elections shall tae place at the Anual Meeting. The Board shall fill vacancies that
may occur between reguar elections, and additional nominations may be submitted from those in
attendance at the next membership meeting.



Section 3 - Offcers and other members of the Board of Directors shall assume their duties immediately
following their election and shall serve until their successors are elected and take offce.

ARTICLE 10. Finances

Section 1 - Dues. Annual dues shall be established by the Board of Directors with the approval of the
membership. Curently, dues are $20 per household, business, or organzation. This entitles each
household to a maximum of two votes. Businesses and organizations are limited to one vote per
business or organization.

Section 2 - Treasurer's Repoi1 and Budget. The Treasurer shall prepare an anual report and budget to
be received at the anual meeting. The Treasurer shall also provide a report to be presented at all
association and Board meeting.

Section 3 - Records. The Treasurer shall provide any and all Association financial records to
the Board, as well as City and/or County staff upon request.

Section 4 -~ The financial records of the Association shall be audited on an anual basis. Audit will be
pedormed by two members of the Association with no conflct of interest. At the completion of the
audit, an Anual Report will be provided to the Board and the membership.

ARTICLE 11. Approval and Amendment of Bylaws

Section 1 - These bylaws, upon being presented to the membership shall become effective upon
approval of a majority vote of the members voting.

Section 2 - Proposed amendments to the bylaws shall be provided to the membership at least ten days
prior to the meeting at which the proposed amendment is to be considered. Any amendment of the
bylaws shall require a two~thirds (2/3) majority vote ofthose present and voting at association
meetings.

Section 3 - Amended By-laws wil be dated and copies will be made available to the membership. A
copy of the amended by-laws wil be sent to the City of Des Moines Community Development
Deparent to have on fie.
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