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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and
amended by Ordinance No. 14.447 passed May 23, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685
passed August 20, 2007 and Ordinance 14,762 passed May 5, 2008 by amending
paragraph (a) of Section 26-101, Sections 26-124, 26-125, 26-135, 26-136, 26-137, 26-
138, 26-139, 26-140, 26-142, 26-160, 26-161, 26-162, 26-175, 26-176, 26-177, 26-180, 26-
300, 26-301, 26-302, 26-303, 26-306, 26-320, 26-321, 26-322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327
and 26-328 and repealing Sections 26-163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26,
Aricle III to update the National Electric Code and General Aricle I",

which was considered and voted upon under Roll Call No. 09- 1'3? 0

27, 2009; again presented.
of July

Moved by
vote for passage.

that this ordinance be considered and given second

(Second of three required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
HENSLEY

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
VLASSIS

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARRD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk



51

~
..., '5~1~.

Council
Communication

Offce of the City Manager

Date I July 27, 2009

Agenda Item No.
Roll Call No.

50
09- J 3'10

Communication No. 09-504

Submitted by: Larry Hulse, Director of
Community Development

AGENDA HEADING:

Amending Chapter 26 Aricle III ofthe Muncipal Code to update the National Electric Code and
General Aricle 1.

SYNOPSIS:

Recommend approval of an ordinance change to Chapter 26 and General Aricle I of the Muncipal Code
to reference the 2008 edition of the National Electric Code (NEC).

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE

Amount: NI A

Funding Source: NI A

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Ths action wil update and amend Chapter 26 ofthe Municipal Code and the referenced model code

contained therein to the most recent edition of this model code. This action includes the 2008 NEC.
These changes are aligned with the State of Iowa Electrical Code and the codes adopted by the
metropolitan area communties, wherever possible.

The Building and Fire Appeals Board has reviewed these changes with staff, conducted a public hearing
on March 12,2009 and notified the major stakeholders, such as the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW), Homebuilders Associations and electrical contractors. These groups made
suggestions concernng these revisions and the board received them. After consideration, the board
incorporated the changes into the recommended language.

A sumar and outline of the changes to the ordinance follows:

Article I incorporates general provisions common to each of the construction codes. The provisions
establish and provide rules of conduct for the Permit and Development Center, the Building and Fire
Appeals Board and authority of the Building OfficiaL. These provisions have been edited to include
language that expands and clarifies issuance of homeowner's permits, extensions of building permits,
refuding fees on permits and sunset clauses on licensing and bonding of the plumbing and mechanical

contractors. Although organizational and editorial changes have been incorporated, the basic document
remains substantially the same.
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Article III adopts, by reference, the 2008 NEC. Ths is the successor document to the code formerly
adopted. Deletions include any 2008 references to the installations of Ground Fault Circuit Breakers and
the amendments retain the language of installations for Ground Fault Circuit Interupters, as outlined in
the 2005 NEC. The prime reason for these changes is the newly expanded list of required protection,
which includes refrigeration, freezers and sump pump circuits. Loss of power to these circuits through a
ground fault condition could lead to a substatial loss of food and to basement flooding. In the 2005

NEC these ground fault interrpters are not required. The State Electrical Board has also recognzed this
and has made the same amendments to its adoption of the 2008 NEC. Provisions regarding licensure
include sunset statements to finalize the program tu over to the State of Iowa and clarification of the
acceptance standards for Class "B" State Licensed Electricians. The City of Des Moines will only
recognize those State Class "B" licenses held by those individuals or business entities that previously
held Des Moines Electrical Licenses. Under curent State Statute, Class "B" licenses group those
individuals that were "grandfathered," due to no established education, formal testing by a third pary or
recorded time histories.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):

Date: May 23,2005

Roll Call Number: 05-01305

Action: Amending Chapter 26 of the Muncipal Code to adopt 2003 International Building Code, 2003
International Existing Building Code, portions ofthe 2003 International Residential Code, 2003
International Mechanical Code, 2003 International Fuel Gas Code, 2005 National Electric Code, and
miscellaneous amendments and reorganization, (Plumbing Code changes have been removed from this
ordinance). (Council Communication No. 05-273) Moved by Kiernan that this ordinance do now pass~
#14.447. Motion Cared 7-0.

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):

Date: March 12, 2009

Roll Call Number: Building and Fire Appeals Board

Action: Motion made and seconded to recommend adoption of the 2008 National Electric Code, with
Amendments.

ANTICIP A TED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS:

Repeal changes to the language governing the plumbing and mechanical licensure, including bonding
under Aricle I wil need to be made once the State Plumbing and Mechancal Licensing Board becomes
able to issue contractor licenses. It is anticipated that this could be as much as nine months from this
communication.
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For more information on ths and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk's Offce at 515-283-4209 or visit the Clerk's
Offce on the second floor of City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive. Council agendas are available to the public at the City
Clerk's Offce on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday's Council meetig. Citizens can also request to receive meeting
notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk's Offce or sending their request via email to cityclerkêdmgov.org.
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81
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000,
adopted by Ordiance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and 

amended by Ordinance
No. 14,447 passed May 23,2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed Augut 20,2007

and Ordinance 14,762 passed May 5, 2008 by amendig paragraph (a) of Secton 26-
101, Sections 26-124, 26-125, 26-135, 26-136, 26-137,26-138,26-139,26-140,26-
142, 26-160, 26-161, 26-162, 26-175, 26-176, 26-177, 26-180, 26-300, 26-301, 26-
302, 26-303, 26-306, 26-320, 26-321, 26-322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327 and 26-328
and repealing Sections 26- 163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26, Arcle III
to update the National Electric Code and General Arcle 1.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted

by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14,447

passed May 23, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed Augut 20, 2007 and Ordinance

14,762 passed May 5,2008 is hereby amended by amending paragraph (a) of Section 26-

101, Sections 26-124, 26-125, 26-135, 26-136, 26-137, 26-138, 26-139,26-140,26-142,26-

160,26-161,26-162,26-175,26-176,26-177,26-180, 26-300, 26-301, 26-302, 26-303, 26-

306, 26-320, 26-321, 26""322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327 and 26-328 and repealing Sections

26-163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26, Arcle III to update the National

Electric Code and General Arcle I, as follows:

Sec. 26-101. Powers and duties of buildig offcial.

(a) Generally. Any reference in this arcle to the building offcial shall include the
building offcial's designees and inspection staff. The Ggeneral powers and duties of
the building offcial shall be as follows:

(1) Enforce all the proviions of 
this chapter.

(2) Be accountable for the issuance of permits and inspections of work.

(3) Serve as city staff and advisor to the building and fire code board of appeals.

(4) Render interpretations of the buidig codes and adopt and enforce rues and
reguations supplemental to such codes as the building offcial may deem
necessar in order to clarify the application of the provisions of such codes.
Such interpretations, rues and reguations shall be in conformity with the
intent and purpose of the applicable code.

(5) Determine value or valuation under any of the provisions of the building
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codes.
(6) Appoint staf members and delegate duties to those staff members.
-----------------------------------

Sec. 26-124. Meetigs; rules of procedure.

(a) The buiding and fire code board of appeals shall hold reguar meetings as necessar
to hear appeals or conduct other business. Special meetings may be caed at any
time by the chair of the board..-B the buiding offcial..-B the fie chief or upon the
written request of two members of the board to the chair and the building offcial or
fire chief.

(b) The building and fire code board of appeals shall adopt reasonable rues and
reguations for conducting its meetigs.(c) The city council shall provide suitable
rooms in which the board shall hold its meetings and shall provide for the necessar
expenses incurred by the board.

Sec. 26-125. Legal counsel.

The building and fire code board of appeals shall have the right to requc::t legal
counsel from the city attorney 'shen counsel is desired.

Sec. 26-135. Permits requied.

No person shall penorm any work for which a permit is required under this chapter
without first securg a permit from the building offcial. A separate permit shall be
obtained for each building, individual address and each trade discipline unless otherwse
indicated.

Sec. 26-136. Issuance of permits.

fi A licensed_ -contractor shall sign all applications for electrcal, mechanical and
plumbing permits. The building offcial shall issue electrical, mechanical and
plumbing permits in the name of the person holding a contractor's license and the
name of the firm or business with whom the contractor is associated. A person
holding a contractor's license shall secure permits only for the firm or corporation
named on the contractor's license. If a contractor becomes associated with a new
firm or corporation, immediate notice must be given by filing the name of such firm
or corporation with the offce of the building
offcial.

il In caes in which an owner-occupant of a single family dwellng desires to conduct
work on electrca. mechanca. or plumbing systems in his or her single family
dwelling the ovmer-occupant may appear before the respective discipline inspector
to demonstrate that he or she is competent to do the specific work to be
accomplished. and afer successfu demonstration of competence as determined bv

the inspector. may obtain the permitfs) by paving the proper fee. For puroses of
ths section a single familv dwellng unit shall mean a detached residence designed
for or occupied bv one family only which is the primary residence of the owner-
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occupant with record of homestead. No refrigeration work requirig the recoverY or
charging of such systems shal be conducted by those individuals not having the
required certfication in accordance with CFC federal reguations.

Sec. 26-137. Permit transferability; permit restrctions.

(a) Permits :fmay only be issued to licensed contractors pursuant to this artcle and
are not transferable. Either the contractor securing the permit or another qualified
employee from the same firm or business shall perform the work.

(b) A licensed contractor shall secure permits only for himself or herself and his or her
firm or business. When a contractor has secured a permit, only the employees of that
contractor or that contractor's firm or business shall perform the work for which the
permit was obtained. For purposes of this section, an employee shall be one
employed by the contractor for a wage or salary. A contractor may be requied by 

the

building offcial to show positive evidence as to the employee statu of workers on
the job. The evidence shall be in the form of pay 

TOll and time records, cacelled
checks, or other documents. The contractor may also be required to show the
agreement or contract pertaiing to the work being questioned as evidence that he or

she is, in fact, the actual contractor for the work. Failure or refual by the contractor
to make available such employee or contractual records within 24 hours of demand
shall be grounds for immediate revocation of any permit for the work in question.

Sec. 26-138. Permit fees.

(a) There shall be paid to the community development departent for the issuance of
each permit the base fee and the unit fees in the amounts set in the schedule of fees
adopted by the city council by resolution.

(b) Persons performing work on governent owned public propertes for the federal..
go~;ernment or the state or county governents may obtain permits for that work
without paying the permit fees described in this section, provided that nothing in
this section shall be constred to exempt payment of 

permit fees by persons working

under the direction of the city in connection with the abatement of any public
nuisance on private propert, pursuant to city ordinance or state law.

(c) If a permit is issued for a specific amount of work and, upon inspection, it is
determined that more work was performed than was authorized by the permit, the
permittee shall amend the permit or obtain another permit to include all additional
work and shall pay a new base fee and any unit fees pursuant to paragraph (a).

(d) If an inspection is requested and performed and the buiding offcial determes that
the work was not ready, the inspection fails two or more times, or the permit card
was not available for sign-off, a re.:inspection fee may be charged m-at the discretion
of the buiding offcial in the amounts set in the schedule of fees adopted by the city
council by resolution.

(e) No permit shall be issueg to any person or firm whthat owes the city any
outstanding fees or fines.
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Sec. 26-139. Double fee for faiure to obtai permit before starg work.

(a) Except in emergency situations, as determined by the building offcial, if work for
which a permit is required by the buidig codes is started or proceeded

~contiued by any person prior to before obtaining a requied permit, the reguar
total fees as specified in this artcle for such work shall be doubled. The payment of
such investigation or double fee shal not relieve any person from fuly complying
with the requirements of the buiding codes in the execution of the work nor from
any other penalties prescribed in this chapter. However, no double fee shall be
imposed upon any person who starts work without a permit if:
(1) Work is started on Satuday, Sunday, or holiday, or during any other day

when the offce of the building offcial is not normally open for business; and
(2) Such person 

secures the proper permit on the next working day of the

community development department; and
(3) No plan review is required prior to issuance of the permit.

Sec. 26-140. Collection offees; refuds.

(a) All fees due the city for examinations, licenses, certficates and permits pursuant to

this artcle shall be collected in the offce of the building offcial and paid thereafer
to the city treasurer.

(b) If, withn 30 days of the date of issuance, the holder of a permit decides 

does not 4e

commence the work described in the permit, he or ~he mo.y, upon applièation to the
buiding offcial, the holder may be refuded that portion of the permit fee which is
in excess of the permit refund fee set ffbv the schedule of fees adopted by the city
council by resolution. Eightvpercent (80%) of the permit fee may be refuded afer
review bv the building offcial of the application for cacellation and fee refud
request. provided that at least $1i;.00 shall be retained to cover administrative costs
related to the initial permittng and subsequent refud process.

Sec. 26-142. Revocation". ftexpiration and extension of 
permit.

(a) Any permit required by this chapter may be revoked by the buiding offcial upon the
violation of any section of this arcle. In addition to the revocation of a permit under
this artcle a violation may be grounds for filing a civil infaction against that person
or firm.

(b) A willfuly false_-statement in an application for a permit shall be suffcient cause for

revocation.
(c) Every permit issued under this chapter shall expire by limitation and shall become

void if the work authorized by it is not commenced within 60 days from the date of
its issuance or if the work authorized by the permit is suspended or abandoned at
any time after the workis commenced for a period of 120 days. Before the work can
recommence a new permit shall be obtained, and the fee shall be one-half of the
amount required for a new permit, provided that the suspension or abandonment
has not exceeded the follovving:
(1) Three years for building permits for commercial buildings valued over

$10,000,000.00;



(2) Two years for building permits for commercial buildings valued at
$io,ooo,ooo.oo or less;

(3) One year for all other constrction permits.

Í4 Thir days for demolition permits.
(i Exensions of permits may be granted if an application for an extension is received

by the buiding offcial on or before the expiration date of the permit. The schedule
for extensions shall be as follows:
í. For commercial buidigs no more than two i80-day extensions shal be

granted afer which tie an application for a new permit must be submitted
based on the percentage of work remaining to be completed.

il For noncommercial work no more than two QO-day extensions shal be

granted afer which time aan application for a new 
permit must be submitted

based on the percentage of work remaining to be completed.

Sec. 26-160. Electrcal, plumbing and mechanical contractor's license.

Except as otherwse provided in this chapter, no person, firm or business shall
engage in, or hold itself out as engaging in any activity or business within the city reguated
by this chapter unless it has in its employ a class "A" electrca master. master plumber or
mechanc licensed as such by the State of Iowa and it has váthout first hU'.ing obtuined a
contractor's license from the city or the State ofIowa. contractor employs 0. mU:er licensed
us such by the Stute of IO\m.

Sec. 26-161. Application.

(aD Any person desiring to take any examination for the licenses required by this artcle
shall make application on forms furnished by the building offcinlState ofIowa. Ea
upplieution shull bc o.ccompo.nied by u receipt from the city treo.surcr for the
exo.mination fcc, ',vhich shull be poid for each exo.mino.tion or reexo.ino.tion. All
upplico.tions sho.ll be mo.de und the application fee shall be paid ut lea::t 20 calendo.r
days prior to the date of the examination.

(b) .L'\ny person desiring a license required by this article shull make application on forms
furnished by the building offcio.l. Eo.eh o.pplieo.tion sho.ll include e'.idenee of po.ssing the
required exo.mino.tion ,...ith 0. score of 75 percent or greo.teL Supplemcnto.ry informution
rclated to experienec, bonds, insuronce, and fecs shull be Dupplied o.t thc time of applieo.tion,
if required for the license or certifico.tion Gou;ht.
(c) The feeD for the exo.mino.tions, licenses, and sponsorship required by this artcle shull bc
in the umounts set in the schedule of fce:: o.doptcd by the city council by resolution.
(d) This section is repeuled o.nd v,ill be of no furter force and effect us of the folloì'án;
do.tes or e';ents, ',\"hiehC'.Tr occurs first:

(i) For those controetors or persons re¡;lo.ted by the Stute of 10',,0. cleetrieul exo.minin;
board esto.blished pursuo.nt to eho.pter 103 of the Iowo. Code, us o.ended July 1,2008 or the
do.te upon '.\"hieh the cleetrieul exo.minin; bourd o.ssumes the powers, duties o.nd
reDponsibilitics re;o.rdinglieensing mo.ndo.ted by eho.pter 103;

(2) For those contractors or persons re;ulo.ted by the plumb 
in; and meehanIco.l system

licensing boo.rd esto.blished pursuunt to 104C of the Iowo. Code, as amended July 1, 2008, or
the do.tc upon 'shieh the Sto.te of Imm Plumbin; o.nd Mechanieo.l Systems Licensin; Bourd



assume the po~,'ers, duties and re3ponsibiltics Tegûrding licen3ing mandated by that
chapter.
(eg) Notwthstanding any provision in this chapter to the contrar, after December 31,

2012, only those persons working in the electrcal trades who have been issued Class
A Contractor, Class A Master Electrician, or Class A Journeyman Electrcian licenses
issued by the State of Iowa Electrica Examining Board shall be recognized as
licensed and eligible to work in the City of Des Moines.

(fS) Notwthtanding any provision in this chapter to the contrary, after December 31,
£eJulv 1. 200Q, only those persons working in the mechanical or plumbing 

trades

who have been issued Master, Journeyman or Apprentice licenses for plumbing,
lN AC, refrgeration or hydronic work by the State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechanca
Systems Examining Board shal be recognized as licensed and eligible to work in the
City of Des Moines.

(&1 The City of Des Moines will renew previously issued City of Des Moines electrica,
mechanical and plumbing licenses, including inactive licenses, which will remain
effective to and unti December 31,2012, afer which date the city shall recognize
only Class A Contractor, Class A Master Electrician, or Class A Journeyman
Electrician licenses issued by the State of Iowa Electrica Examining Board and
Master, Journeyman and Apprentice licenses issued by the State of Iowa Plumbing

and Mechanical Systems Licensing Board.

Sec. 26-162. License fees.

(a) Tfees for examinations, licenses, certificates, and unexpired license renewals
shall be as set in the schedule of fees adopted by the city council by resolution, except
that any certifcate holder ,.,-ho is designated by the building offcial to perform
duties for the city may be issued a renewal of such certficate without a fee. A
sponsorship fee must be paid for city sponsorship of an applicant to an exam.

(b) This section is repealed and will be of no furter force and effect as of the following
dates or events, whichever occurs first:

(1) For tho3e eontmctor3 or pcr30n3 regulated by thc Statc of 10','0. electrical examining
board e3tabli3hcd pur3uant to chapter 103 of the 1m m Code, a3 ûmended July 1, 2008 0:- the

date upon which the cleetrieol examining b08.rd aS3ume3 the po'ser3, dutie3 and
responoibilitic3 regarding licen3ing mandated by chapter 103;
t£ Feor those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechanical

system licensing board established pursuant to Chapter 104C of the Iowa Code, as

amended.. July 1, £B200Q, or the date upon which the State ofIowa Plumbing and
Mechanical Systems Licensing Board assume§ the powers, duties and responsibilties
regarding licensing mandated by that chapter.

Sec. 26-163. Exiration, renewal, inactive, recovation.

(a) .L"Jllicense3 o.nd eertfiæte3 required by the electric-o and mechanicol code3 3ho. expire
on Januo.I)- 31 in eo.ch odd numbered year. .L'\llicen3e3 and eertificote3 required by the
plumbing eode sholl expire on December 31 in eo.eh c;en numbered year.
(b) .L\ny expired license or certifico.te mo.y be rene'..ed ".,ithin 90 days o.fter the expimtion
do.te. The biennial fee and the late :-enc,';o.l fee a:-e set in the schedalc offees o.dopted by 

the 



city council by resolution. Oncc the 90 day grace period h£: elapsed thc applicant may not
bc is.:ucd any further pcrmit until the applicant appcar~ before the licensing and appeals
board for determination ~,.;hetber rc te~ting i:: requircd for reÍ0suanec of a license.
Cc) ./iny class of lieen::e held for at least 0. year and ~...ith no outstanding ~,York may be
con~;erted to and maintained as an inacti~,T license. Holders of inacti~;e lieen::es shall not be
issued permits.
Cd) ./ùl applicant:: ::eekins rene~,ml of a licen::e or maintenance of an inaetI'"e license are
required to pro~,idc proof that the applicant attended at least eight hours of acceptable
worlwhop:: or elasses for the purpo::e of code update and fe,ies during the biennial period.

Ce) .LA.. ~,\illfu1y false statement in an application for a licen::e Ghall be suffcient cau::e for
re~,"ocution.
CD This .:ection is repealed and ~,..ill be of no further force and effect a:: of the foiio~.\in;
date:: or e~;ent::, ~shiche;er occur:: first:
(1) For those contractors or per::ons resulnted by the State of Iowa electrical examining
board eGtubli~hed pur~uant to chapter 103 of 

the Io~sa Code, 0.:: amended July 1,2008 or the 

date upon ~shich the electrical examinin; board u~sumes the po'ser.:, dutie~ und
respon~ibilties re;ardins licensins mandated by chapter 103;
(2) For those contrnetorG or persons resulnted by the plumb 

in; and mechanical system
licensin; board e~tablished pur::uant to 104C of the Imm Code, O: amended July 1, 2008, or

the dute upon which the State ofIo~so. Plumbing und M:echanical Sy:tcms LicensIn; Board
assume the po~,\ers, duties and responsibiltieG re;ardin; licensin; mandated by that
chapter.

For those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechanica system
licensing board established pursuant to chapter 104C of the Iowa Code this section is
repealed and ""ill be of no fuer force and effect upon the happening of the earlier of July
1. 200Q, or the date upon which the State of Iowa Plumbing and Mechanica Systems
Licensing Board assume the powers, duties and responsibilties regardig licensing
mandated bv that chapter.

Sec. 26-175. Inspections.

(a) The person doing any work for which a permit is required shall notify the buiding
offcial that the work is ready for inspection. The building offcial shal perform the
required inspection and, if the work complies with the provisions of the building
codes, issue written verification noting the date and results of the inspection. If the
work does not comply with the provisions of the building codes, the building offcial

shall post a violation tag in a conspicuous place on or near the work. The violation
tag shall contain the date and results of the inspection and, when requested, shall
note specific violations. 'N ork that has no to.; attached ::h(111 be eonsidered

unappro~;ed. .L\No tag shall fibe removed by any person other than the buiding
offcial.

(b) When the work is completed, the person doing it shal notify 

the buidig offcial that
the work is ready for final inspection.

(c) All construction trades inspectors shall have the right to enter upon any propert
during reasonable hours in the discharge of 

their offcial duties. They are authoried,
and directed and empo',\Tred to inspect any and all building and environmental
support systems installations within the city and æ-order the removal,
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reconfguation or other modification. remo',Td or remodeled and put into proper
und safe condition for the for the protection of the public health, safety and welfare".
of any system or component that is not in compliance with the proviions of th

municipal ordinances and constrction codes. Such order mav mandate the isolation

of afected systems o.dopted 30 tho.t persons or property 3ho.ll not be in do.nger there
fr or diconnection of utiities.

Sec. 26-176. Notice of and faiure to remedy defects.

Any work for which a permit is required sho.ll bcis subject to inspection at any time.
The buiding offcial may revoke a permit at any time when the work is not being done in
o.ecordo.neecompliance with the building codes, or any other applicable law, ordinance, rue
or reguation. Thebuiding offcial may take any necessar action including but not limited
to disconnecting utility servce afecting the defective work. The utility servce shall not
ag be reinstated turned on unti all defect or improper conditions have been removed or
repaired and re-inspected to assure in conformo.nce compliance with the proviions of thebuilding codes. .
Sec. 26-177. Correctig defective work.

When a contractor is notified that defects exist in the work, the contractor shal make
corrections within 30 days after notification. If not so made, the buildig offcial may
v,itliold i33uingrefue to issue any other permits to the contractor or for the propert unti
defects are corrected and the work is approveduppro',Tll afer re-inspection .;hTn by the
buiding offcial.

Sec. 26-180. Furnishing utity servce prior to approval of work.

No person utiity furnishing electrical, gas or water servce in the city shall connect
hi3 or hertat systemservce, or funish electricity, gas or water to any building or premises
which has not been inspected and approved by the building offcial. ..:\ny person shall,
'HUpon vvritten notice from the building offcial to do Go,the utility shall immediately
disconnect such building or premises from its servce.

Sec. 26-300. Adoption of the National Electrical Code.

(a) This arcle shall consist of the National Electrical Code, 2005 2008 edition,
published by the National Fire Protection Association, commonly known as and
referred to in this article as the "National Electrical Code" or "NEC"". a copy of which
is on file in the offce of the city clerk, and which No.tionol Electrical Code is

incorporated by this reference in its entirety, except as otherwse indicated in this
artcle.

(b) This artcle and all provisions incorporated in this artcle, by reference or otherwe,

shall be knov\in as the electrical code. References to section numbers not preceded by
"26-" will be to sections in the National Electrical Code.
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Sec. 26-301. Amendments. deletions and additions.

(a) The remaining sections in this arcle are and represent amendments and additions
to the requirements contaned in the National Electrca Code (NEC) and where their

requirements conflict with those of the NEC the requirements of this arcle shall
prevaiL.

(b) The following sections of this arcle shall be construed in the context of the
enumerated chapter of the NEe:
íc The provisions of Arcle 210-8 of the 200", National Electrc Code shal remain in

ful force and effect in accordance with the amendments set fort bv the State of
Iowa's adoption of the NEC.

(i The proviions of Arcle 210-8 of the 2008 National Electric Code are herebv
deleted in their entirety

Sec. 26-302. Scope.

(a) The provisions of this article shall apply to the following:
(1) . . The electrical conductors and equipment installed within or on public and

private buildings and other premises.
(2) The conductors that connect the installations to a supply of electricity, and

other outside conductors adjacent to the premises.
(3) Mobile homes.

(b) Additions to, alterations of, and repairs to existing electrca equipment shal comply
with the electrical code. Furtermore, existing electrca equipment that is
temporarily exposed or made accessible because of any remodeling or repair of an
existing structue, shall be made to comply with the electrcal code. In any event, the
building offcial may, when any additions, alterations, or repairs are made, order
other reasonable additions or alterations in the electrca equipment of a strcture or
on any premises when a danger to life or propert may result if such other additions
or alterations were not made.

(c) Installations which were in compliance with the electrical code in existence at the

time such installations were made shall be presumed to be safe and proper, which
presumption can be rebutted by evidence that the installation may be dangerous to
life or propert.

(d) If the classification of a building has been changed due to a change in occupancy, the

wiring in the entire building shall comply with all the electrica standards applicable
to the new classification. If the occupancy of a buiding has been changed to a mixed
occupancy, with the required fire separation between the mixed occupancy, each
occupancy shall comply with its own partcular classification and shal be wired in
compliance with the electrica standards of its parcular classification.

(e) No permit or inspections are required for electrical wig of 50 volts or less.
(f) The provisions of section 26-181, sections 26-175 through 26-179 and sections 26-161

through 26-142, inclusive, of this artcle shall not apply in any respect to persons
who are licensed by law to engage in the business of supplying and distributing
electricity or the transmission of comrnunication, when the person is installing,
operating or maintaining electrical equipment or doing electrcal work as an integral
part of such business.



.w Whenever servce entrances are altered or upgraded. residential strctues shal be
updated throughout to the requiements consistent with the National Electrca
Code adopted in accordance ''vith the updated policy gudelines as issued by the City
of Des Moines Permit and Development Center.

Sec. 26-303. Applicability to moved buidigs.

Buildings or structures moved into or with the boundaries of the city shall comply
with the provisions of the electrica code as set fort in the City of Des Moines Electrical

update requirement policy promulgated by the building offciaL.

Sec. 26-305. Commcrcial kitchen rcccptaclcsRepealed by Ord. No. 14.---).

Not\\ith~to.nding pro'.isions of NBC section 2.10.8, ~ingle receptacles that arc not
readily accessible and arc ::upplied from 0. dedicated brunch circuits for Idtchcn equipment
ond for electric snow melting or deicing equipment sholl be permitted to be in::tolled in
aeeordo.ncc '.\ith the o.pplico.blc pro'.isions of artiele 426.

Sec. 26-306. Conformity with standards.

Conformity with tfstandards of the UndeIì\Titers' Lo.borutories, Incorporated,
established by any nationaly recogned thid-par testing and certfication agency-a
approved by the American National Standards Institute shall be evidence of conformity
with approved standads for electrical equipment.

Sec. 26-320. Electrical contractor's license.

(0.) Licen::ed electrico.l contructors sho.ll comply '.\ith the follo,...ing:
.G Only those individuals or business entities holdig a curent State ofIowa Electca

Contractor's License may apply for and obtain permits to conduct work in the City of
Des Moines.

_(1) The o'.\ller, if 0. ::ole proprietorship, or one o.Cti'.T mo.n::ger of electric:: operution::, if
o.ny other form of busine~s organization, sholl hold 0. mo.~ter electricio.n's certifico.te of
competency before such per::on may be grunted o.n electrico.l eontroetor's license. The
licen~e i:sued 3ho.ll recite thc name of the person holding the master dectricio.n':: eertfico.te
of competency und the no.mc of the firm or busines3.
The c1ectrico.l eontructor's license sho.ll be o.utomo.tico.lly rC';oked if the person no.med
therein ceo.se:: to hold a master electrician's certificate of competency or ceuses to o.cti';ely
manage the electrical operations conducted under the eleetricol eontroctor's license. If a
firm's or business's master electrician cease:: to be the acti';e mo.nager of the electricol
operations of the firm or business, such firm or busine33 shall not bc permitted to do any
further electrico.l '.mrk, except tho.t '...rk o.uthorized by pre'.iously issued permits mo.)", o.t
the dI3cretion of the building offcio.l, be continued o.nd finished.
./',. mn.ter electrician 'sho termino.tes hi3 or her o.s30cio.tion ,...ith a business entity or 'sho is
terminated by the business entity shall notify the building offeio.l of such tcrmino.tion. No
person holding a master electrician's certificate of competency may be numed as the
responsible master c1eetriei::l. fo:: the licensing of more than one firm, or bu:;Ïness or other
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such bu.inc:;s cntity.
(2) Prior to the issun.nce or rene'..al of n.ny electricol contractor's license, n.ppro':ed bonds,

required by section 26 174, must be on file in the offce of the building offeio..
(3) ./'.. contrnctor shall prmide evidence that he or she is registered n.s n. contractor ',',ith the
Stn.te Department of Labor.
(b) Nothing contained in this section sho.l be deemed to exelude the performn.nce of
mn.intenance work by electrical contractors.
(eQ) Exceptions. The proviions of this section shall not apply to the following:

(1) The electrica work of a public utility company, telephone, or telegraph
company, nor the persons performing electrical work for such companies, if
that electrical work is an integral part of the plant used by such public utility
company or telephone or telegraph company in rendering its duly 

authorized
servce to the public.

(2) A reguar employee of any railroad who does electrical work only as part of
that employment.

(3) The servce or maintenance of comfort heating equipment by any person who
is licensed as a comfort heating contractor under the provisions of arcle V of
this chapter of the City Code, provided that such servce or maintenance shal
include electrical work only on electrical equipment that is part of comfort
heating equipment. This work shall include the connection of the comfort
heating equipment to an existing individual branch circuit.

(4) The electrica work performed in or on city-owned buildings or equipment
when such work is performed by reguar city employees who are classified as
electrcians in the city's position classification plan.

(5) The work performed on trafc signals or streetlights by an employee of a
contractor qualifed according to the standard specifications of the state
departent of transportation and acting pursuant to a contract of the city or
the state that is included in a jointly approved project agreement.

_This section is repealed n.nd ',\ill hu',"e no furthc: fo:-ce and effect on July 1,2008, or
the date upon 'shieh the State of Iown. Elcctri~al Examining Bon.rd assumes the po'sers,
duties and responsibilties regarding licensing mandated by 10'.\0. Code chapter 103, as

amended.

Sec. 26-321. Master electrician's eertfieate of eompeteneylicense.

W To obtain 0. master electrician's certifiCûte of competency 0. person shall meet the
follo','iing conditionG:
(1) He or she shall successfuly pa::G :: master electrician':: examination n.dministered
and/ or uppro',Td by the licensing and appeals board.
(2) He or she mu::t hU'T been certified by the city, 0:- any other o.ppro',Tdjurisdiction, as 0.
j ournC)'Io.n electrician fo:- 0. period of rso yeurs and bee~ o.cti',"ely cnbuged in the electrical
trade during that period, anless exempt under Gubsection 26 322(0.)(2).
(b) Exceptions. The requirement to obtain 0. master electrician's certificate of competency
may be 'so.i','ed for indhiduals quo.liting under the follm'iing cxceptions:
(1) Holders of eleetrico. contractor's licenses granted by the city prior to date of the
orclno.nee from '.';hich this subsection deri'.Ts sho.ll be issued 0. master electricio.n's
certificate of competency.
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(2) ..A.. mu::ter electrician's certfimte of competency mo.y be i3::ued '.\ithout

exo.mino.tion, us ~equired by subsection (0.)(1) of this section, for o.ny person holding 0.
similo.r eertfico.te or license if so denoted from another municipo. corporation in this sto.te
that is recognized by the licensin;; and o.ppeo..: bourd a.: hu',in¡: similar certificution
sto.ndards. The City of Des Moines recognizes the Class "A" Master License as issued by the
State of Iowa. Individuas holding th class of license may work as such within the

corporate limits of the city. Those individuals holdig a Class "B" liænse issued by the Stte
of Iowa must also provide proof that they hold or previously held a Des Moines Masters
License. The Des Moines liænse is in effect unti December ::1, 2012. There will be no
renewal fees associated with the Des Moines liænse durng this period after which date the
Des Moines license becomes invalid. A holder of a class"B" liænse shal have unti

December ~i. 2012 to obtain a class "A" license.
This section is repeo.led and ,...ill hmT no fuher force o.nd effect on July 1,2008, or

the dute apon '.';hich thc Stute of 10'.m Elcctricol Exo.minin;; Boo.rd ussumcs the powers,
duties o.nd responsibilties re;;urdin;; licensin;; mo.ndo.ted by 10'.\0. Code chupter 103, us

o.mended.

Sec. 26-322. Journeyman electrician's lIcensceertIcate of competency.

-t The City of Des Moines recognizes the Class "A" J ourey-man's License as issued
by the State of Iowa. Individuals holdig this class of license may work as such with the
corporate limits of the city. Those individuals holdig a Class "B" license issued by the State
of Iowa must also provide proof that they hold or previously held a Des Moines

Journevran's License. The Des Moines license is in effect unti December ::1, 2012. There
will be no renewal fees associated with the Des Moines license durng this period afer

which date the Des Moines license becomes invalid. A holders of a class "B" license shall
have unti Deæmber ::1, 2012 to obtai a class "A" license
No person, except apprentice::, shull engo.ge in the 'sorl~ or practice thc trade of insto.lln¡:,
o.ltering, mainto.inin¡:, o~ repo.iring o.ny electrico.l equipment v;ithin the scope of the
eleetrico. eodc ',\ithout first obto.ining 0. journeymo.n':: certificute of competency through
examino.tion und meetin¡: one or more of the follo,...ing minimum requirements:
(1) Four yeo.rs of'sorldng 0.:: un upprentice, u:: specified in section 26 323, under the direct
::upenision of un indi',iduo.l holding cither 0. muster or journeymo.n electricio.n's certificute
of competency.
(2) Completion of a minimum of 60 credit hours of po::t secondorytrainin;; in the electrieo.
field, from an uecredited educo.tiono.l in::titution or trade school o.nd bein¡: employed ful
time for a period of two yeurs '.dth un electrical contractor, under 0. master or journeymo.n's
direct super,ision. The edueutiono.l training may not occur simultaneously.
(b) Exceptions. ..'\1 or po.rt of 

the requirements, specified in subsection (0.) of this section,
may be ',\'uI'.-cd for inm'.iduo.ls quo.iting under the follmdng exceptions:
(1) Per::ons holding a muster electrcian's certifieûte of competency arc not required to hold
0. journeyman eleetrieio.n's eertfieute of competency.
(2) Per.:ons '.\ho present e',idenee of hmin;; to.ken 0. journeymo.n le'.Tl examination, o.nd

reeehing a successful score, similor in content and diffculty to the exo.minutions required
under this code, mo.y rceehT o.journe)TIo.n electrician's certficate of competency '.\ithout
o.ny fu.rther exumino.tion. This exception shall be re,ie'. ';ed and granted only by the lieenoing
and o.ppeals board.



This .:ection is repeoled and ',\ill ha',T no fuher force and effect on July 1,2008, or 
the date

upon 'shieh the State of Iowa Elcetricnl Examining Board as::umes the power::, duties and
responsibilitie:: regarding licensing mandated by 10'.\0. Code ehiipter 103, as amended.

Sec. 26-323. Apprentice electrcians.

W The term "apprentice" sfis defined as include any person who is in';oh'ed or
n.sisting assists in the installation of electrica systems or equipment, including individuas
servng as trainees, helpers, or individuals that are parcipating in an established

apprentice training program. Apprentice electrcians shall work under the direct
supervsion and control of an individual holding a master or journeyman electncian's
certificate of competencylicense as issued by the State onowa and recognized by the citvas
specifed in 26-~21 and 26-~22. The ratio of apprentices to jourevman shal be as set fort

in Iowa Code chapter 103. fi.C. or Reguationsl
(b) No per::on shall engage in the '.';rl~ of ll"' apprentice ',\ithout first obtaining iin
apprentice license.
e c) No eleetrico. contractor ::hall employ any apprentice, for ,,;ork '.\ith the citj!, ',\'ho is not
licen.:ed as required by subsection (b) of this ::eetion, and no electrieiil contractor sholl
employ more than r.';o apprentices for each indhidual, permanently employed by the
contraeto;:, as ajourne:-,m::m or master electrician. This ratio shall apply 

to e';erypermitted
job ','lith the city.
ed) ..\n apprentice may not maintain an inacti\T license.

This section i:: repeo.ed and ',\ill ha';e no furtG force and effect on July 1,2008. or
the date upon 'shieh the State of 10','; Elcet~ical Examining Board assumes the po'sers,
dutic:: and responsibilitie:: regllding licensing mandated by 10',\11 Code chapter 103, as

amended.

Sec. 26-324. Residential wireman.

(a) The term :residential wireman: sholl ineludeis defied as any person performing
work on single or multi-family dwelligs that do not exceeil 

ing three stones in height
above grade and limited to single family. duplex. triplex or quad configurations.
Residential wireman wiremen shall work under the direct supervsion and control of
an individual holding a master or journeyman electrician's eertficnte of
eompetencylicense as issued by the State of Iowa and recognized bv the city as
specified in 26-~21 and 26-~22.

(b) No person shall perform residential electrca work 'Without first obtaining a
residential wiremegils certificate of competency. license as issued by the State ofIowa.
(c) To obtain a rcddential '.\iremen's certificate of competency a person oh0.1 meet the

follo',\ing conditions:
(1) Successfully pas:: a re::idential '.\ireman':: examination that ha:: been appro';ed by the
licensing and appeols board.
(2) He or ::he must have been acti';ely engaged in the electrical trade under thc direct
::upcnision of a certfied master or a certifiedjourneyman electrician for a period of not les::
than two year::.
This ::cetion is repealed and "..ill hn.T no further force and effect on July 1,2008, or the date
upon 'shieh the State of 10''; Elcetri~al Examining Bourd assume:: the pov.-cr::, dutie:: and



re:;ponsibilties rebardin; liecnsin; manduted by 10'... Code chupter 103, us umended.
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Sec. 26-327. Sign wireman's bond.

To ensure the collection of inspection fees and the rectication of defective work, the
holder of a sign wireman's certficate shall fie with the city 

treasurer a cah bond in the sum

of $100.00 or a certficate of deposit in a like amount payable to the city by a bank doing
business in the state. Such cash bond or certficate of deposit shall be deposited before the
holder actively engages in the installation, repair, or replacement of electrical signs, and it
shall remain on deposit for 90 days after the expiration or surrender of the license. Upon
the death of the holder, the treasurer may, upon approval of the licensing and appeals board
and the building offcial, release such bond or certificate of deposit before the expiration of
90 days. A letter of request must be submitted to the buildig offcial for release of the bond
or certficate of deposit.

This section is repealed and will have no further force and effect on July 1, 2008, or
the date upon which the State of Iowa Electrical Examining Board assumes the powers,
duties and responsibilities regarding licensing mandated by Iowa Code eChapter 103, as
amended.

Sec. 26-328. Reguations governig sign wiremen.

Except as specificaly provided in this arcle, the reguations governng sign wiemen
shall be the same as described for electrcal contractors.

This section is repealed and wil have no furter force and effect on July 1, 2008, or
the date upon which the State of Iowa Electrical Examining OOBoard assumes the
powers, duties and responsibilties regardig licensing mandated by Iowa Code chapter 103,

as amended.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in ful force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.
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