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GREATER DES MOINES

PUBLIC AR T
FOUNDATION

August 15, 2007

Honorable Mayor Frank Cownie & Des Moines City Council Members
Des Moines City Hall
400 Robert D. Ray Drive
Des Moines, IA 50309

Honorable Mayor Cownie & Des Moines City Council Members:

1915 Grand Avenue On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Greater Des Moines Public Art
Foundation, i am pleased to submit the enclosed 2006-07 Annual Report,Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Pamela Bass-Bookey

This preliminary report details activities pertaining to projects, governance,
administration, and financial management in accord with the requirements of
an Agreement, dated March 19,2004, between the City of Des Moines and
the Greater Des Moines Public Community Foundation, serving as fiscal agent
for the Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation.

BOAR OF DIRCTORS

PRESIDENT

VICE-PRESIDENT

Willam Friedman, Jr. The Foundation continues to pursue its mission of acquiring the highest quality
public art for the City of Des Moines.

SECRETARY

William Ande"on The following items are enclosed:

King Au
. Narrative report on activities

. Financial Spreadsheet (2006-07 Ending June 30, 2007)

. Board of Director's Roster

Alex ßrown

David Dahlquist

Lois Fingennan

Christine Hensley On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to thank you and the members of
the City Council for your continuing support of the Foundation. Please feel free
to contact me if you have any questions or comments.

G. David Hurd

Jeanne Levitt

KristI Lund Lozier

Jeff Fleming Respectfully,
Paul Mankins

,Katie Meredith

Gregg Narbcr

Mary O'Keefe
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PUBLIC ART
GREATER DES MOINES

FOUNDATION

Title: Untitled
Artist: Jennifer Lynn Bates
Project: City Performance Report
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Artist:
Exterior Mural:
Location:

Barrie Lester
Orchard Place/PACE IQ

sin & High Streets

SE 1: I
I N the most recently completed fiscal year, the Foundation reaffirmed its
mission to identify, select, and commission professional artists to create high
quality works of art for new or renovated public buildings, parks, lands, and
streetscapes. The decisive factor by which artists and works of art are selected is
"excellence"; an unequivocal principle considered the core of the Foundation's
purpose.

The sections that follow summarize the Foundation's operations over the past
year and serves as the Annual Report required by the City of Des Moines.

l; ¡;

Artist: Matthew Kargo/. Oskaloosa
Title. Spotted Dog
Project: East Village Bike Rack
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SE 2: PUBL AR INI111

SUMMARY

In 2005-06, the Foundation continued to fulfill its mission of commissioning professional artists to
create works of the imagination for the city's public art collection.

The Foundation's work over the last year helps highlight its vision of excellence and commitment to
serve the public. The projects in which the Foundation is involved are at various stages; i,e.: Pending,
In Progress, and Completed; a description of each is as follows...

PRo.ECTS PENDING

. Neighborhood Project - Restoration Ingersoll

. Art in Transit (1-235) A collaboration with the Department of Transportation

PRO.JECTS IN PROGRESS
. Rotary Club of Des Moines Literary Project

. National Bar Association Project

PRO.JECTS COMPLETED
. Temple Chess & Poetry Garden

. City of Des Moines - 2005 & 2006 "Art of the Community" Performance Report

. Iowa Events Center's Hy-Vee Hall of Pride

. East Village Bicycle Rack Project

. Science Center of Iowa
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SE 2: PUBUAR INmATI

PlIS~
NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECT - RESTORATION INGERSOLL
Foundation President Pamela Bass-Bookey and City Council member Christine Hensley have met with
leaders of the city's Neighborhood Associations to explore the opportunities associated with
Restoration IngersolL. To date, project plans include the following elements...

· Identifying key locations for public art
· Decorative street lighting
· Widened pedestrian sidewalks
· New street trees, benches, bicycle racks, planter urns and flower beds
· Expanding on-street parking & shared off-street parking lots,

This project will start a process whereby the Foundation will help identify sites in neighborhoods
throughout the city at which public art is appropriate for installation.

ART IN TRASIT (1-235) - A COLLABORATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The Iowa Department of Transportation (lOOT) and the Foundation are currently in discussions
regarding public art on the entrances and exits of the newly renovated Interstate 235,

Representatives from lOOT are scheduled to attend a Foundation Executive Committee meeting on
August 29, 2007 to discuss the issues necessary to initiate this distinctive project.
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SE 2: PUBL AR INI111

PlISN~
ROTARY CLUB OF DES MOINES LITERARY PROJECT

The Rotary Club of Des Moines and the Foundation continue to develop this project, The Club has
created a statement of purpose, in which it is envisioned that a public works of art wilL...

"HAVE A LASTING IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY, BE OF SIGNIFICANCE AND HIGH PROFILE, INVOLVE DIRECTLY ALL

MEMBERS OF THE ROTARY CWB OF DES MOINES, REPRESENTTHE IMPACTTHE CWB AND ITS MEMBERS HAVE HAD ON

THE COMMUNIT, AND REFLECT THE EMPHASIS AND GOALS OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL."

Ted Kooser, the Poet Laureate of the United states in 2006 has agreed to work with an equally
prominent visual artist to conceptualize and create the work,

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION PROJECT

Polk County Associate Judge Odell McGhee has plans to create a monument to honor the Des
Moines' African-American attorneys who founded the National Bar Association, in 1929,

At the time, African-American's were not allowed admittance into the American Bar Association
(ABA) and, as such, the National Bar Association (NBA) was established to accommodate the needs
of this underserved population, in a racially divided society,

BLAK PARK ZOO

The Blank Park Zoo shared its plans to acquire a significant work of public art for the entrance to the
facility, The Zoo will be seeking both financial support and assistance in the artist selection process
from the Foundation,

Title: Untitled
Artist: Michael Holmes
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SE 2: PUBL AR INITTl
~ISCX

TEMPLE CHESS & POETRY GARDEN

The Temple Chess & Poetry Garden was conceived, designed, and

fabricated by internationally known artist Siah Armajani. The Garden is
rapidly becoming a favorite gathering place, where people can go to
simply enjoy the day or play one another in a game of chess.

The idea was originally conceived of by family members of the late Bennett
. Webster, a well-known, life-long resident of Des Moines, The family made

Arst Siah Armajani overtures to the Foundation with an idea; they wanted the
Title Temple Chess & Poetry Garden (Detail) Foundation's help in commissioning an artist to create a single

chess table in honor of the late Mr. Webster - their desire was to locate the table in a prominent
place in the Western Gateway Park.

The idea rapidly evolved from that of a single chess table into a multi-faceted, site-specific
environmental work designed and created by Mr. Armajani. He was inspired to fabricate a variety of
objects that would ",..activate a space, be inviting to the public, and include interactive elements",

His creation accomplished what he set out to do. The Garden includes three chess tables, a
rectangular area surrounded by fencing with embedded, brass-lettered lines of poetry, benches for
sitting, and a large square multi purpose table. The area is landscaped with plantings and trees and
granite covers the ground surface,

EAST VILLAGE BICYCLE RACKS

The East Village hosted its second annual "Rack 'n' Roll Project," funded in part by the Foundation,
which culminated in commissioning five Iowa artists to create bike rack
sculptures for installation throughout the historic East Village area,

..-r.v ,"
....

--~:~ ~
~-'. ~ E-~.-~ The Foundation was pleased to assist the Historic East Village, Inc, again this year

by helping to select the artist and provide one-half of the financial stipends paid
to each commissioned artist.

.. .; ...... .
..~.1!1. ld,~' ..... I

..- - ~.- ..
Artist: Tim Adams. Webster City
Title High Wheeler The competition attracted an extensive number of entries from Iowa artists,

They were reviewed by an experienced panel of judges who identified
finalists and recommended them for commissions,

The sculptures were unveiled during "Bike to Work Week", which took place during May 2006.

THE IOWA EVENTS CENTER HY-VEE HALL OF PRIDE

With assistance from the Foundation, officials of the Iowa Events Center - Hy-Vee Hall,
commissioned Des Moines native, and New York City artist Anna Gaskell to create a site-specific
work of art for the HalL. Ms. Gaskell created an outdoor "hedge maze," titled "Until the Woods Began
to Move" which is an inter-active artwork that introduces "living" public art to downtown Des Moines,
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