
* Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

SZß
.....................

Date.......
August 20, 2007

An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of
the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No.
13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance No.
14,093 passed June 3, 2002 and Ordinance No. 14/473 passed
August 8, 2005 by amending Sections thereof 1 relating to
adoption of ,the international fire code and amendments and
additions to the international fire code",

which was considered and voted upon for the first time under Roll
Call No. 07- . 1'1.3 2. of July 23, 2007, and considered and voted
upon for the second time under Roll Call No. 07 - IS" I of
August 6, 2007, again presented.

Moved by that this ordinance do now pass.

ORDINANCE NO.

COUNcn AClION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSEN

COWN CERTIICATE
COLEM
HESLEY I, DIA RAUB, City Clerk of said City hereby certify
KIRNAN

that at a meetig of the City Council of said City of DesMAY Moines, held on the above date, among other
MEYER

proceedigs the above was adopted.
VLSIS

TOTAL IN WITNSS WHREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
MOTION CARD APPROVED and affxed my seal the day and year first above written.

City Clerk

.......................................................................................... ,

Mayor
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Date I July 23, 200ï

Offce of the Citv Mana2:er-' ~

A.genda Item No. ~ · ~
Roll Cal No. 07~- /¥3
CommmrciitÎOl! No. 07-424

Submied by: PIDp C. V nrlandier.
CIDer of tJe Fie De .are:it

AGE~-rA BEADING:

Amendig Chapter 46 of the Muncipal Code regardig Fire Prevention and Protection.

Sì:"NOPSIS:

Approval of these Ordinances amends Sections 46-61, 46-63, 41-64 and 46-3 of Chapter 46, Fire
Prevention and Protection, of the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines. The fist ordiance as it
pert to Chapter 46, Section 46-61 replaces the 2003 edition of 

the Interntional Fire Code by
adoptig the more recent and applicable 2006 edition of 

the International Fire Code. The code changes to
Chapter 46, Sections 46-63 and 46-64, are priarly intended to amend and add to the International Fire
Code, 2006 edition. The additions to Section 46-3 as listed in the second ordiance provide the Fire
Deparent with supplemental options for enforcement of 

the Fire Prevention Code.

FISCAL IlVæACT: NOl-~

ADDITIONAL INORN(ATION:

In its curent foril the Muncipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Section 46-61 adopts and incorporates
the International Fire Code, 2003 edition, as published by the International Code Council, Inc. The
International Fire Code has been revised and updated in a 2006 edition to include more recent and
applicable requiements governg fie prevention and protection. The proposed ordiance thus replaces
the outdated 2003 edition by adoptig and enactig the 2006 edition of 

the International Fire Code.

Muncipal Code Section 46-63 allows for amendments and additions to the requirements of 
the

International Fire Code. In conjunction 'ivith the adoption of 
the 2006 edition of the International Fire

Code, the amendments and additions must also be updated to correlate with the new edition, The
proposed ordiance to amend Section 46-63 and add Sections 46-66, 46-67, 46-68, 46-69, 46-70, and 46-
71 enacts new language to supplement the 2006 Code reguations and adòress varous fie prevention

measures deterned to be necessar by the Fire Deparent, includig reguations of open flame
cookig devices, liquefied petroleum gas-fueled cookig devices, access road for fie equipment,
lited access gatesllocks and lock boxes, and single- and multiple-station smoke alars.

Open Flame Cookig Deyices
These devices have been regulated through a written policy, but not an ordiance. The proposed
amendment would state that charcoal burers and other ash or ember producing devices shall not be
operated on combustible bakonIes and/or decks or'i\ith 10 Ìeet of combustible constrction. The

exception would be one and two Ìamly dwellgs.
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Liqnefied Petroleum Gas Fueled Cookig DevÌices

The propDsed amenÒIent would state that liquid propane (L) gas burers having more th one

norna120 pound or larger capac1ty cylider shall not be operated on balconies and/or decks or w'Ìth
10 fee of stnictLIes. No LP cyliders shal be stored inide any multi-famy strctue. The exception
would be one and two fa.-ily dVi'e1ligs.

Access Roads for Fire Equipment
The proposed amenÒIent 'would add "Grass pavers or simlar type products tht are Dot ready
distigushable as a road surace shall not be used" to the existig code. Ths is important so tht in the
case of an emergency the fie deparent can ready identify the road, the road can be maitaied in
year round as requied, and the road is more stable in inclement weather for d.-iving on or settg up an
aerial with outrggers. The ainenÒIent futher states that fie apparatu access roads sha be designed
and maitaed to support the imposed loads of fie apparatu and shal be of a contiuous hard surace
such as concrete, asphalt, rock, or other c.ontiuous hard surace material so as to prov1de all-weather
maienance and drving capabilities.

Limted Access Gatesi Locks, and Lock Boxes
This will readly allO\v the fie deparent access into a buidig or complex. The proposed change states
that an approved lock box that operates with the existg lock box key used by the Des Moines Fire
Deparent shall be instaled on all ne'ïV constrction and existig strctues that go though the plan
review process. Exceptions \vüuld be:
1) Group R-3 and unecured group R-2 occupancies.
2) Facilities \vith onsite secuiity 24 hours a day and having access to al areas of 

the buildig.

Limted Access Gates and Locks
lùl developments, communties, strctues, facilties, or propert simar in natue that has controlled
access points requiing a key, key card, coded key pad, or simlar delice to lit access shall have a lock

box with keys, key cards, codes, or similar device to gai access or shall have a lock box key activated
openig device. AlllDck boxes or lock box key activated devices shal be operable V\'Ìth the existig lock
box key used by û1e Des Moines FITe Deparent. The exception would be controlled access points that
have securty present 24 hours a day.

Single and l\hiltiple Station Smoke Alarms
Curently these smoke detectors are the standad 120v/battery back up tye that sound in the living unt
only and \vould requie The occupai1t or someone in the hallway to hear them before any other action

takes place. This amendment would require new constrction smoke detectors to be monitored by a
supervisory signaL. By doing so This would send a signal to the alar panel indicatig a problem w-hich

\vould cause someone to check into the problem \vhich could be a fie, malction, -o someone
tamperig \vith the smolce detector. Tils \vould also eliate batteries being removed to disa.-m the

detector. The amended ordiance states that: "Listed single and multiple-station smoke alar complying
\J¡ith lJL 21 ï shall be installed in accordance with prO"'Ìsions of 

this Code and the household fie \vang

equipment prov1S1011 of"N-lPA 72. Smoke alars in dv,rellig unts shall be addressable Vi'Ìth sounder
bases and monitored by the building fire alarm system as a supen¡isory signal only. Min horn in
dwellig unts are nOT Tequired if notification from a buiding fie alar system is though the smoke
ala.-ms \vith sounder bases." Note: SeCTion 90ï .2.10 only applies to R-l, R-2, R-4 and 1-1.

Appeals
The cureillanguage of SectiOll 4-6-64 describes the appeals process for Fire Depai-tment orders or
notices requirng compliance v,"iLh International Fire Code provisions, including amendments and
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addtions thereto, as adopted in the Muncipal Code of 

the City of Des Moines, Section 46-61. PuSlJ.ant

:to me Cll""ent Section 46-64, persons receiving said orders or notices can appeal to the Fire Cl-DeÌ. The
proposed amendment to Section 46-64 pro,Tides for an additiona appeal of 

the Fire Chefs clecisIon

regardig such orders or notices to the Licensing and Appeals Board. Tnis ordic.e is presented for

approval in conjunction with the proposed amendments to Sections 26-120, 26-121, 26-122 and 26-123
offue Municipal Code to permt a decision of 

the Fire Chief, in the í"nm1Tl1stration of 
the Fire Code, to be

appealed to the Licensing and Appeals Board. Ths would alow an appeal of 

the fie code to a board

inead of the Fire Cbiefbeing the fial authority.

Enforcemen tI en altes
Muncipal Code Section 46-3 generally addresses ,Tiolations of Chpter 46, the Fire Prevention and
Protection Code. Tì.Je proposed ordiance to add Sections 46-3.05 and 46-3.07 enacts additional
enforcement mechansms includig muncipal inactions, admstrative penalties and corrective action
orders to alow the Fire Depaiimem to more effciently and effectively enforce the Fire Prevention and
Protection code requiements. The Fire Deparent ",;ll propose a schedule of snmiTli strative penalties to
supplement ne,y Section 46-3.07 2ld that schedule wil be on the Council agenda for adoption at the time
of the thd readig of ths amendment. Currently there is no penalty for unpaid permts or operatig

without a pernt. Ths change brings permttg in lie "\vith other admstrative penalties such as false
alar.

PREviOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):

Date: August 8, 2005

Roll Call Number: 05-1932

Action: Final consideration of ordinance amendig Sections 46-61 and 46-63 of Chapter 46 of 

the

Muncipal Code i-egardig Fire Prevention and Protection, requies 6 votes. Moved by Brooks
that ths ordiance be placed upon ILs fial passage and that the ordiance do no,v pass,

#14.473. Motion Cained ï-O.

Date: June 3,2002

Roll Call Number: 02-1416

Action: Final consideration of ordiance amendig Sections 46-61 and 46-63 of Chapter 46 of 

the

Muncipal Code regai-ding Fii-e Prevention and Protection, requies 6 votes. Moved by Hensley
that tbis ordi21ce be placed upon its fial passage and that the ordinance do now pass,
#14.093. Motion Cared 7-0.

BOARD/COl\1llISSION ACTION(S): NO:l""ß

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS Al-.Ti FUTURE COMllITIVEENiS:

Second, thd, and fial consideration ofile ordimce.


