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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and
amended by Ordinance No. 14,447 passed May 23, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685
passed August 20, 2007 and Ordinance 14,762 passed May 5, 2008 by amending
paragraph (a) of Section 26-101, Sections 26-124, 26-125, 26-135, 26-136, 26-137, 26-
138, 26-139, 26-140, 26-142, 26-160, 26-161, 26-162, 26-175, 26-176, 26-177, 26-180, 26-
300, 26-301, 26-302, 26-303, 26-306, 26-320, 26-321, 26-322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327
and 26-328 and repealing Sections 26-163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26,
Aricle III to update the National Electric Code and General Aricle I",

which was considered and voted upon for the first time under Roll Call No. 09-
1~1() of July 27, 2009, and considered and voted upon for the second time

under Roll Call No. 09- /410 of August 10, 2009, again presented.

Moved by that this ordinance do now pass.

ORDINANCE NO.

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
HENSLEY

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
VLASSIS

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARRD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000,
adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, and amended by Ordinance
No. 14,447 passed May 23,2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed Augut 20,2007

and Ordinance 14,762 passed May 5, 2008 by amendig paragraph (a) of Section 26-
101, Sections 26-124, 26-125, 26-135, 26-136, 26-137, 26-138,26-139,26-140,26-
142, 26-160, 26-161, 26-162, 26-175, 26-176, 26-177, 26-180, 26-300, 26-301, 26-
302, 26-303, 26-306, 26-320, 26-321, 26-322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327 and 26-328
and repealing Sections 26-163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26, Arcle III

to update the National Electric Code and General Arcle i.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted

by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,2000, and amended by Ordinance No. 14.447

passed May 23, 2005, and Ordinance No. 14,685 passed Augut 20,2007 and Ordinance

14,762 passed May 5, 2008 is hereby amended by amending paragraph (a) of Section 26-

101, Sections 26-124,26-125,26-135,26-136,26-137,26-138, 26-139, 26-140, 26-142, 26-

160,26-161,26-162,26-175,26-176,26-177,26-180, 26-300, 26-301, 26-302, 26-303, 26-

306, 26-320, 26-321, 26-322, 26-323, 26-324, 26-327 and 26-328 and repealing Sections

26-163 and 26-305 thereof, amending Chapter 26, Aricle III to update the National

Electric Code and General Aricle I, as follows:

Sec. 26-101. Powers and duties ofbuildIg offcial.

(a) Generally. Any reference in this article to the building offcial shall include the
building offcial's designees and inspection staff. The Ggeneral powers and duties of
the building offcial shall be as follows:

(1) Enforce all the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Be accountable for the issuance of permits and inspections of work.

(3) Serve as city staff and advisor to the building and fire code board of appeals.

(4) Render interpretations of the building codes and adopt and enforce rues and
reguations supplemental to such codes as the building offcial may deem
necessar in order to clarify the application of the provisions of such codes.
Such interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformity with the
intent and purpose of the applicable code.

(5) Determine value or valuation under any of the provisions of the building



codes.
(6) Appoint staff members and delegate duties to those staff members.

Sec. 26-124. Meetings; rules of procedure.

(a) The building and fire code board of appeals shall hold reguar meetings as necessar
to hear appeals or conduct other business. Special meetings may be called at any
time by the chair of the board..~ the building offcial..~ the fire chief or upon the
wrtten request of two members of the board to the chair and the building offcial or
fire chief.

(b) The building and fire code board of appeals shall adopt reasonable rues and
regulations for conducting its meetings.(c) The city council shall provide suitable
rooms in which the board shall hold its meetings and shall provide for the necessar
expenses incurred by the board.

Sec. 26-125. Legal counsel.

The building and fire code board of appeals shall have the right to rcqucst legal
counsel from the city attorney ',';hcn counscl is dcsircd.

Sec. 26-135. Permits required.

No person shall perform any work for which a permit is required under this chapter
without first securing a permit from the building offciaL. A separate permit shall be

obtained for each building, individual address and each trade discipline unless otherwse
indicated.

Sec. 26-136. Issuance of permits.

W A licensed__contractor shall sign all applications for electrical, mechanical and
plumbing permits. The building offcial shall issue electrical, mechanical and
plumbing permits in the name of the person holding a contractor's license and the
name of the firm or business with whom the contractor is associated. A person
holding a contractor's license shall secure permits only for the firm or corporation
named on the contractor's license. If a contractor becomes associated with a new
firm or corporation, immediate notice must be given by filing the name of such firm
or corporation with the offce of the building
offciaL.

il In caes in which an owner-occupant of a single family dwellng desires to conduct
work on electrca. mechanicaL. or plumbing systems in his or her single family
dwellng the owner-occupant may appear before the respective discipline inspector
to demonstrate that he or she is competent to do the specific work to be
accomplished. and after successful demonstration of competence as determined by
the inspector. may obtain the permit(s) by paying the proper fee. For purposes of
this section a single family dwellng unit shall mean a detached residence designed
for or occupied bv one family only which is the primarv residence of the owner-
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occupant with record of homestead. No refrigeration work requiring the recovery or
charging of such systems shall be conducted by those individuals not having the
required certfication in accordance with CFC federal reguations.

Sec. 26-137. Permit transferability; permit restrictions.

(a) Permits ~may only be issued to licensed contractors pursuant to this article and
are not transferable. Either the contractor securing the permit or another qualified
employee from the same firm or business shall perform the work.

(b) A licensed contractor shall secure permits only for himself or herself and his or her

firm or business. When a contractor has secured a permit, only the employees of that
contractor or that contractor's firm or business shall perform the work for which the

permit was obtained. For purposes of this section, an employee shall be one
employed by the contractor for a wage or salary. A contractor may be required by the
building offcial to show positive evidence as to the employee status of workers on
the job. The evidence shall be in the form of payroll and time records, cancelled
checks, or other documents. The contractor may also be required to show the
agreement or contract pertaining to the work being questioned as evidence that he or
she is, in fact, the actual contractor for the work. Failure or refusal by the contractor
to make available such employee or contractual records within 24 hours of demand
shall be grounds for immediate revocation of any permit for the work in question.

Sec. 26-138. Permit fees.

(a) There shall be paid to the community development department for the issuance of
each permit the base fee and the unit fees in the amounts set in the schedule of fees
adopted by the city council by resolution.

(b) Persons performing work on government owned public propertes for the federal..
govcrnmcnt or thc state or county governents may obtain permits for that work
without paying the permit fees described in this section, provided that nothing in
this section shall be construed to exempt payment of permit fees by persons working
under the direction of the city in connection with the abatement of any public
nuisance on private propert, pursuant to city ordinance or state law.

(c) If a permit is issued for a specific amount of work and, upon inspection, it is
determined that more work was performed than was authorized by the permit, the
permittee shall amend the permit or obtain another permit to include all additional
work and shall pay a new base fee and any unit fees pursuant to paragraph (a).

(d) If an inspection is requested and performed and the building offcial determines that

the work was not ready, the inspection fails two or more times, or the permit card
was not available for sign-off, a re=inspection fee may be charged m-at the discretion
of the building offcial in the amounts set in the schedule of fees adopted by the city
council by resolution.

(e) No permit shall be issue.d to any person or firm :wthat owes the city any
outstanding fees or fines.



Sec. 26-139. Double fee for failure to obtai permit before startg work.

(a) Except in emergency situations, as determined by the building offcial, if work for
which a permit is required by the building codes is started or procccdcd

wfcontinued by any person prior tobefore obtaining a required permit, the reguar
total fees as specified in this artcle for such work shall be doubled. The payment of
such investigation or double fee shall not relieve any person from fully complying
with the requirements of the building codes in the execution of the work nor from
any other penalties prescribed in this chapter. However, no double fee shall be
imposed upon any person who starts work without a permit if:
(1) Work is started on Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, or during any other day

when the offce of the building offcial is not normally open for business; and
(2) Such person secures the proper permit on the next working day of the

community development department; and
(3) No plan review is required prior to issuance of the permit.

Sec. 26-140. Collection offees; refuds.

(a) All fees due the city for examinations, licenses, certificates and permits pursuant to

this artcle shall be collected in the offce of the building offcial and paid thereafter
to the city treasurer.

(b) If, within 30 days of the date of issuance, the holder of a permit dccidcsdoes not-t

commence the work described in the permit, hc or shc may, upon application to the
building offcial; the holder mav be refunded that portion of the permit fee which is
in excess of the permit refund fee set ffbv the schedule of fees adopted by the city
council by resolution. Eighty percent (80%) of the permit fee may be refuded after
review by the building offcial of the application for cacellation and fee refund
request. provided that at least $lS.00 shall be retained to cover administrative costs
related to the initial permittng and subsequent refund process.

Sec. 26-142. Revocation", tmexpiration and extension of permit.

(a) Any permit required by this chapter may be revoked by the building offcial upon the
violation of any section of this article. In addition to the revocation of a permit under
this artcle a violation may be grounds for filing a civil infraction against that person
or firm.

(b) A willfuly false_-statement in an application for a permit shall be suffcient cause for

revocation.
(c) Every permit issued under this chapter shall expire by limitation and shall become

void if the work authorized by it is not commenced within 60 days from the date of
its issuance or if the work authorized by the permit is suspended or abandoned at
any time after the work is commenced for a period of 120 days. Before the work can
recommence a new permit shall be obtained, and the fee shall be one-half of the
amount required for a new permit, provided that the suspension or abandonment
has not exceeded the following:
(1) Three years for building permits for commercial buildings valued over

$10,000,000.00;
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(2) Two years for building permits for commercial buildings valued at
$10,000,000.00 or less;

(3) One year for all other construction permits.

W Thirt days for demolition permits.
(i Exensions of permits may be granted if an application for an extension is received

by the building offcial on or before the expiration date of the permit. The schedule
for extensions shal be as follows:
li For commercial buildings no more than two 180-day extensions shall be

granted after which time an application for a new permit must be submitted
based on the percentage of work remaining to be completed.

in For noncommercial work no more than two Qo-dav extensions shall be
granted after which time aan application for a new permit must be submitted
based on the percentage of work remaining to be completed.

Sec. 26-160. Electrical, plumbing and mechanical contractor's license.

Except as otherwse provided in this chapter, no person, firm or business shall
engage in, or hold itself out as engaging in any activity or business within the city reguated
by this chapter unless it has in its employ a class "A" electrica master. master plumber or
mechanic licensed as such by the State of Iowa and it has ,..ithout first hming obtaincd a
contractor's license from the city or the State ofIowa. contractor cmploy:: a mastcr liccnscd
as such by thc Statc of Iowa.

Sec. 26-161. Application.

(al) Any person desiring to take any examination for the licenses required by this article
shall make application on forms furnished by the building offcinlState ofIowa. Ea
application shall bc accompanicd by a rcccipt from thc city trcasurcr for thc
cxamination fcc, which ::hall bc paid for cach cxamination or rccxamination. ..'\1
applicution:: shall bc mudc and thc application fcc shall bc paid at lcast 20 calendar
day: prior to thc datc of thc cxamination.

(b) .,:\ny pcrson dcciring a liccnsc rcquircd by this articlc shall makc application on forms
furnI:hcd by thc building offciaL. Each application shall includc c\idcncc of passing thc
rcquircd cxamination ',\ith a scorc of 75 pcrccnt or grcatcr. Supplemcntary information
relatcd to cxpcricncc, bond::, insurancc, and fccs Ghnll bc ::upplicd at thc timc of application,
if rcquircd for thc liccnsc or ccrtification sought.
(c) The fccs for thc cxaminations, liccnses, and spon::orship rcquircd by this articlc shall bc
in thc amounts sct in thc schcdule of fcc:J adoptcd by thc city council by rC:Jolution.
(d) This Gection is rcpcaled and '.\ill bc of no furthcr forcc and cffcct as of thc folloì',ing
datcs or c'.Tnts, whichc';cr occurs first:
(1) For thosc contractors or pcr:Jons rcgulatcd by thc Statc of Io',m elcctrical cxamining
board cstablishcd pur::mant to chaptcr 103 of thc Iowa Codc, us amcndcd July 1,2008 or thc
datc upon 'Nhich thc elcctrical cxamining board assumc:J thc powcr::, dutics and
rcsponGibilticG rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd by chaptcr 103;
(2) For thosc contructors or pcr::ons rcgulatcd by thc plumbing and mcchanical ::ystcm
liccnsing board cstabli:Jhcd pursuant to 104C of thc Io'sa Co dc, as amcndcd July 1,2008, or
thc datc upon ...~hich thc Statc of Io'sa Plumbing and McchanicalSy:tcms Liccnsing Board



as::umc thc powcrG, duties and rCGponsibilities rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd by that
chaptcr.
(ei) Notwthstanding any provision in this chapter to the contrary, after December 31,

2012, only those persons working in the electrical trades who have been issued Class
A Contractor, Class A Master Electrician, or Class A Journeyman Electrician licenses
issued by the State of Iowa Electrical Examining Board shall be recognized as
licensed and eligible to work in the City of Des Moines.

(fi) Notwthstanding any provision in this chapter to the contrary, after Dcccmbcr 31,
~July 1. 200Q, only those persons working in the mechanical or plumbing trades

who have been issued Master, Journeyman or Apprentice licenses for plumbing,
HV AC, refrigeration or hydronic work by the State ofIowa Plumbing and Mechanical
Systems Examining Board shall be recognized as licensed and eligible to work in the
City of Des Moines.

(M: The City of Des Moines will renew previously issued City of Des Moines electrical,
mechanical and plumbing licenses, including inactive licenses, which will remain
effective to and until December 31, 2012, after which date the city shall recognize
only Class A Contractor, Class A Master Electrician, or Class A Journeyman
Electrician licenses issued by the State of Iowa Electrical Examining Board and
Master, Journeyman and Apprentice licenses issued by the State ofIowa Plumbing
and Mechanical Systems Licensing Board.

Sec. 26-162. License fees.

(a) Tfees for examinations, licenses, certficates, and unexpired license renewals
shall be as set in the schedule offees adopted by the city council by resolution, except
that any certificate holder who b designated by the building offcial to perform
duties for the city may be issued a renewal of such certificate without a fee. A
sponsorship fee must be paid for city sponsorship of an applicant to an exam.

(b) This section is repealed and will be of no further force and effect as of the following

dates or events, whichever occurs first:
(1) For th08c contractors or pcrson8 rcsulatcd by the Statc of Imm elcetrical cxaminin¡;
board cstablishcd pur::mant to chaptcr 103 of thc Im\" Codc, us amcnded July 1, 2008 or thc

datc upon which thc cleetrical cxamining board a::sumCG thc po'scrs, duties and
rcsponsibilticG rcgarding liccnsins mandatcd by chaptcr 103;
t2 ¥eor those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechanical

system licensing board established pursuant to Chapter 104C of the Iowa Code, as

amended.. July 1, -2200Q, or the date upon which the State ofIowa Plumbing and
Mechanica Systems Licensing Board assume§ the powers, duties and responsibilties
regarding licensing mandated by that chapter.

Sec. 26-163. Exiration, renewal, inactive, recovation.

(a) ..'\llliccnsc:: and ccrtificatc:: rcquircd by thc elcctrical and mcchanical codes shall cxpirc
on January 31 in cach odd numbcrcd ycar. .:\llliccnscs and ccrtificatcs rcquircd by thc
plumbing codc shall cxpirc on Dcccmbcr 31 in caeh e',Tn numbcrcd ycar.
(b) fJlY cxpircd liccn8c or certificatc may bc rcnC'..cd '.vithin 90 days aftcr thc cxpiration
datc. Thc biennial fcc and the late rcnc'sal fcc arc ::ct in thc 8chcdulc of fccs adoptcd by thc
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city council by rcsolution. Oncc thc 90 day gracc pcriod has elapscd the applicant may not
bc iSGucd any furthcr pcrmits until thc applicant appcars beforc thc liccnsing and appcab
board for dctcrmination 'shcthcr rc tcsting is rcquircd for reissuancc of a liccnsc.
(c) ..\ny class of liccnsc held for at least a ycar and ,...ith no outstanding ',';ork may bc
con'/crted to and maintaincd us an inacti'.'c liccnsc. Holdcrs of inactÍ'-c liccn3cs shall not bc
iS3ucd permits.

(d) ..'\1 applicants sccking rcncwal of a liccnsc or maintcnanec of an inactÍ'-c liccnsc arc
rcquircd to pro'.idc proof that thc applicnnt attcndcd at least eight hours of acceptable
y,'orkshop3 or classcs for thc purposc of codc updatc and re.icw during thc bicnnial pcriod.
(c) /'.. "..illfully fabc statcmcnt in an application for a liccn3c shall bc suffcicnt causc for
revocation.
(D This scction is rcpcaled and ì\ill bc of no further forcc and effcct U3 of thc follmdng
datcs or c.-cnts, ìyhichc'.-cr occurs first:
(1) For thosc contractor3 or pcr30no rcgulatcd by thc Statc of Iowa clcctrical cxamining
board cstablishcd pur3uantto chaptcr 103 ofthc Io'sa Codc, as amcndcdJuly 1, 2008 orthc
datc upon which thc elcctrical cxamining board assumcs thc powcrs, dutics and
responsibilitics rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd bj' chaptcr 103;
(2) For thosc contractors or pcr30ns rcgulatcd by the plumbing and mcchanical systcm
liccnsing board cstablishcd pursuant to 104C of thc IO'.m Codc, a3 amcndcd July 1, 2008, or

thc datc upon which thc Statc ofImm Plumbing and McchanicalSystcm3 Liccnsing Bourd
assumc thc po',\-crs, dutics and rcspon3ibilitics rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd by that
chapter.

For those contractors or persons reguated by the plumbing and mechanica system
licensing board established pursuant to chapter 104C of the Iowa Code ths section is
repealed and will be of no fuher force and effect upon the happening of the earlier of July
1. 200Q. or the date upon which the State of Iowa Plumbing and Mechanica Systems
Licensing Board assume the powers. duties and responsibilities regarding licensing
mandated by that chapter.

Sec. 26-175. Inspections.

(a) The person doing any work for which a permit is required shall notify the building
offcial that the work is ready for inspection. The building offcial shall perform the
required inspection and, if the work complies with the provisions of the building
codes, issue wrtten verification noting the date and results of the inspection. If the
work does not comply with the provisions of the building codes, the building offcial
shall post a violation tag in a conspicuous place on or near the work. The violation
tag shall contain the date and results of the inspection and, when requested, shall
note specific violations. "',T ork that has no tag attach cd shall bc considcrcd

unapprovcd. ANo tag shall llbe removed by any person other than the building
offcial.

(b) When the work is completed, the person doing it shall notify 
the buildig offcial that

the work is ready for final inspection.
(c) All construction trades inspectors shall have the right to enter upon any propert

during reasonable hours in the discharge of their offcial duties. They are authorized,
and directed and cmpowcrcd to inspect any and all building and environmental
support systems installations within the city and æ-order the removal.



reconfiguation or other modification. rcmo','cd or rcmodelcd and put into proper
and oafc condition for thc for the protection of the public health, safety and welfare..
of any system or component that is not in compliance with the provisions of th
municipal ordinances and constrction codes. Such order may mandate the isolation

of affected systems adopted so that peroons or propcrty shall not bc in dangcr thcrc
:f or disconnection of utilities.

Sec. 26-176. Notice of and failure to remedy defects.

Any work for which a permit is required shall bcis subject to inspection at any time.
The building offcial may revoke a permit at any time when the work is not being donc in
accordancccompliance with the building codes, or any other applicable law, ordinance, rue
or regulation. The building offcial may take any necessary action including but not limited
to disconnecting utilty servce affecting the defective work. The utilty servce shall not

ag be reinstated turn 
cd on until all defects or improper conditions have been removed or

repaired and re-inspected to assure in conformancc compliance with the provisions of the
building codes.

Sec. 26-177. Correcting defective work.

When a contractor is notified that defects exist in the work, the contractor shall make
corrections within 30 days after notification. If not so made, the building offcial may
",.ithhold issuingrefue to issue any other permits to the contractor or for the propert until
defects are corrected and the work is approvednppro';al after re-inspection gi','cn by the
building offcial.

Sec. 26-180. Furnishing utility servce prior to approval of work.

No pcrson utilty furnishing electrical, gas or water servce in thc eity shall connect
his or hcrthat systcmservce. or furnish electricity, gas or water to any building or premises
which has not been inspected and approved by the building offcial. ..'\111' pcroon ohall,
tlUpon written notice from the building offcial to do so,the utility shall immediately
disconnect such building or premises from its servce.

Sec. 26-300. Adoption of the National Electrical Code.

(a) This article shall consist of the National Electrical Code, 2005 2008 edition,
published by the National Fire Protection Association, commonly known as and
referred to in this article as the "National Electrical Code" or "NEC".. a copy of which
is on file in the offce of the city clerk, and which National Elcctrical Codc is

incorporated by this reference in its entirety, except as otherwse indicated in this
article.

(b) This artcle and all provisions incorporated in this article, by reference or otherwse,

shall be known as the electrical code. References to section numbers not preceded by
"26-" will be to sections in the National Electrical Code.
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Sec. 26-301. Amendments. deletions and additions.

(a) The remaining sections in this artcle are and represent amendments and additions
to the requirements contained in the National Electrca Code (NEC) and where their
requirements conflict with those of the NEC the requirements of this article shall
prevaiL.

(b) The following sections of this article shall be construed in the context of the
enumerated chapter of the NEe:
(c The provisions of Arcle 210-8 of the 200S National Electrc Code shall remain in

ful force and effect in accordance with the amendments set fort by the State of
Iowa's adoption of the NEC.

(i The provisions of Arcle 210-8 of the 2008 National Electric Code are herebv
deleted in their entiretv

Sec. 26-302. Scope.

(a) The provisions of this article shall apply to the following:
(1) The electrical conductors and equipment installed within or on public and

private buildings and other premises.
(2) The conductors that connect the installations to a supply of electricity, and

other outside conductors adjacent to the premises.
(3) Mobile homes.

(b) Additions to, alterations of, and repairs to existing electrica equipment shal comply
with the electrical code. Furtermore, existing electrical equipment that is
temporarily exposed or made accessible because of any remodeling or repair of an
existing structure, shall be made to comply with the electrical code. In any event, the
building offcial may, when any additions, alterations, or repairs are made, order
other reasonable additions or alterations in the electrica equipment of a structure or
on any premises when a danger to life or propert may result if such other additions
or alterations were not made.

(c) Installations which were in compliance with the electrical code in existence at the
time such installations were made shall be presumed to be safe and proper, which
presumption can be rebutted by evidence that the installation may be dangerous to
life or propert.

(d) If the classification of a building has been changed due to a change in occupancy, the

wiring in the entire building shall comply with all the electrical standads applicable
to the new classification. If the occupancy of a building has been changed to a mixed
occupancy, with the required fire separation between the mixed occupancy, each
occupancy shall comply with its own particular classification and shall be wired in
compliance with the electrical standards of its partcular classification.

(e) No permit or inspections are required for electrica wiring of 50 volts or less.
(t) The provisions of section 26-181, sections 26-175 through 26-179 and sections 26-161

through 26-142, inclusive, of this article shall not apply in any respect to persons
who are licensed by law to engage in the business of supplying and distributing
electricity or the transmission of communication, when the person is installng,
operating or maintaining electrical equipment or doing èlectrical work as an integral
part of such business.



íg Whenever service entrances are altered or upgraded. residential structures shall be
updated throughout to the requirements consistent with the National Electrcal
Code adopted in accordance with the updated policy guidelines as issued by the City
of Des Moines Permit and Development Center.

Sec. 26-303. Applicability to moved buildings.

Buildings or structures moved into or within the boundaries of the city shall comply
with the provisions of the electrical code as set forth in the City of Des Moines Electrical
update requirement policy promulgated by the building offciaL.

Sec. 26-305. Commercial kitchen FcccptaclcsRepealed by Ord. No. 14.---).

Noti..ithotanding provisions of NBC scction 210.8, single rcccptaclcs that arc not
rcadily acccssiblc and arc supplicd from a dcdicatcd branch circuit:: for kitchcn cquipment
and for elcctric sno..,' melting or dcicing cquipmcnt ::hall bc pcrmittcd to bc installcd in
accordancc ,..,ith thc applicable prO\isions of article 426.

Sec. 26-306. Conformity with standards.

Conformity with tfstandards of thc Undclì\Titcrs' Laboratorics, Incorporatcd,
established by any nationally recognized third-part testing and certfication agency-a

approved by the American National Standards Institute shall be evidence of conformity
with approved standards for electrical equipment.

Sec. 26-320. Electrical contractor's license.

(a) Liccnscd elcctrical contractors shall comply ',dth thc follo',\ing:
.t Only those individuals or business entities holding a current State of Iowa Electrca

Contractor's License may apply for and obtain permits to conduct work in the City of
Des Moines.

_(1) Thc owncr, if a solc proprictorship, or onc activc managcr of clectrical opcrations, if
any othcr form of busincs:: organization, shall hold a mu::tcr elcctrician's ccrtificatc of
compctcncy beforc ::;uch pcrson may bc grantcd an elcctrical contractor's liccnsc. Thc
liccn::c issucd shall rccitc thc name of thc pcrson holding thc ma::tcr elcctrician's ccrtficatc
of compctcncy and thc namc of thc firm or busincss.
Thc elcctrical contractor':: liccn::c shall bc automatically rcvol~cd if the pcrson namcd
thcrcin ccascs to hold a ma::tcr elcctrician's ccrtificatc of compctcncy or ccascs to actÍ'TlY
managc thc elcctrical operation:: conductcd undcr thc elcctrical contractor's liccnoc. If a
firm's or businc::s's maotcr elcctrician ccascs to bc thc actÍ'T managcr of thc clectrical
opcrationo of the firm or buoincss, such firm or buoinc:::: shall not bc pcrmittcd to do any
furthcr elcetrical ",.-rk, cxccpt that 'sork authorizcd by prc',iou::ly issucd pcrmit:: may, at
thc discrction of thc building offcial, bc continucd and finishcd.
.. ma::tcr elcctrician who tcrminatcs hi:: or hcr a::::ociation ...ith a busincss entity or 'sho is
terminatcd by the bu::iness cntity ::hall notify thc building official of such termination. No
pcr::on holding a mastcr elcctrician's ccrtificatc of compctcncy may bc namcd a:: thc
rc::ponsiblc maotcr elcctrieian for thc liccnoing of morc than onc firm, or businc::o or othcr
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such bu::incsG cntity.
(2.) Prior to thc issuancc or rcnc,-;l of any clectrical contractor's liccnsc, approvcd bonds,
rcquircd by section 2.6 1í4, must bc on filc in the offcc ofthc building offciaL.
(3) .1\. contractor shall pro'.idc C\ idcncc that hc or shc is rcgi:tcrcd as a contractor ',-lith thc
Statc Dcpartmcnt of Labor.
(b) Nothing containcd in this scction ::hall be dccmcd to cxcludc thc pcrformancc of
maintcnance work by elcctrical contractors.
(eh) Exceptions. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following:

(1) The electrical work of a public utilty company, telephone, or telegraph
company, nor the persons performing electrical work for such companies, if
that electrical work is an integral part of the plant used by such public utilty
company or telephone or telegraph company in rendering its duly authorized
servce to the public.

(2) A reguar employee of any railroad who does electrical work only as part of
that employment.

(3) The servce or maintenance of comfort heating equipment by any person who
is licensed as a comfort heating contractor under the provisions of arcle V of
this chapter of the City Code, provided that such servce or maintenance shall
include electrica work only on electrical equipment that is part of comfort
heating equipment. This work shall include the connection of the comfort
heating equipment to an existing individual branch circuit.

(4) The electrical work performed in or on city-owned buildings or equipment
when such work is performed by reguar city employees who are classified as
electricians in the city's position classification plan.

(s) The work performed on traffc signals or streetlights by an employee of a
contractor qualified according to the standard specifications of the state
department of transportation and acting pursuant to a contract of the city or
the state that is included in a jointly approved project agreement.

_This scction i: rcpcalcd and ',\ill havc no further forcc and cffcct on July 1,2.008, or
thc datc upon 'shich the Statc of Im-; Electrical Examining Board assumcs thc po'scr::,
dutics and rcspon::ibiltic:: rcgarding liccii::ing mandatcd by Iowa Codc chaptcr 103, as
amcndcd.

Sec. 26-321. Master electrician's certificate of eompetencylicense.

W To obtain a ma::tcr elcctrician's ecrtificatc of compctcncy a person shall mcct thc
follm\ing conditions:

(1) Hc or ::hc shall succcssfully pass a mastcr elcctrician':: cxamination administcrcd
and/ or appro';cd by thc liccnsing and appcals board.
(2.) Hc or shc must hayc bccn ecrtificd bythc city, or any othcr approycdjurisdiction, as a
journcyman elcctrician for a pcriod of two ycars and bccn acti';ely cngagcd in thc elcctrical
tradc during that pcriod, unlcss cxcmpt undcr subscction 2.6 32.2.(a) (2.). 

(b) Exccptions. The rcquircments to obtain a ma::tcr elcctrician's ccrtificatc of compctcncy
may bc wai';cd for indhiduals qualif)ing undcr thc follo'.\inb cxccptions:
(1) Holdcrs of elcctrical contractor's liccnscs grantcd by thc city prior to datc of thc
ordinancc from which this subscction dcrivcs shall bc issucd a mastcr elcctrician's
ccrtificatc of compctcncy.



(2) .l.. mastcr elcctrician's ccrtificatc of compctcncy may bc I:sucd ',dthout
cxamination, as rcquircd by subscction (a)(l) of thb 3cction, for any pcrson holding a
similar ccrtificatc or liccnsc if so dcnotcd from anothcr municipal corporation in thb statc
that is rccognizcd by thc liccnsing and appcals board as hming similar ccrtification
standards. The City of Des Moines recognizes the Class "A" Master License as issued bv the
State of Iowa. Individuals holding this class of license may work as such within the
corporate limits of the city. Those individuals holding a Class "B" license issued by the State
of Iowa must also provide proof that thev hold or previously held a Des Moines Masters
License. The Des Moines license is in effect until December ::u. 2012. There wil be no
renewal fees associated with the Des Moines license during this period after which date the
Des Moines license becomes invalid. A holder of a class"B" license shall have until
December ::U. 2012 to obtain a class "A" license.

This scction Í3 rcpcalcd and ..~ill hmT no furthcr forcc and cffcct on July 1,2008, or
thc datc upon ',\'hich thc Statc of Io'sa Elcctrical Examining Board U3sumcs thc pO',\TrS,
dutics and rcspon::ibiltic:: rcgarding liccn::ing mandatcd by Iowa Codc chaptcr 103, as
amcndcd.

Sec. 26-322. Journeyian electrician's licenscccrtificate of competency.

-E The City of Des Moines recognizes the Class "A" Joureyman's License as issued
bv the State of Iowa. Individuals holdig this class of license may work as such within the
corporate limits of the city. Those individuals holding a Class "B" license issued bv the State

of Iowa must also provide proof that thev hold or previously held a Des Moines

Journevran's License. The Des Moines license is in effect until December ~1. 2012. There
wil be no renewal fees associated 'with the Des Moines license durng this period after
which date the Des Moines license becomes invalid. A holders of a class "B" license shall
have unti December ~1. 2012 to obtai a class "A" license
No pcrson, cxccpt apprcnticcs, shall cngagc in thc work or practicc thc tradc of installing, 

altcring, maintaining, or rcpairing any elcctrical cquipmcnt ."áthin thc ::copc of thc
elcctrical codc '.dthout first obtaining a journcyman's ccrtificatc of compctcncy through
cxamination and mccting onc or morc of thc fOllQ'\ing minimum rcquircmcnts:
(1) Four ycars of working as an apprcnticc, as spccificd in scction 26 323, undcr thc dircct
supcrvision of an indhidual holding eithcr a mastcr or journcyman elcctrician's ccrtificatc
of compctcncy.
(2) Complction of a minimum of 60 crcdit hours of 

post 3ccondarytrnining in thc electrical
field, from an accrcditcd cducational in::titution or tradc school and being cmploycd full
timc for a pcriod of two ycar:: ',\ith an clcctrical contractor, undcr a mustcr or journcyman'::
dircct supcrdsion. Thc cducational training may not occur simultancou::ly.
(b) Exccptions. ~\ll or part ofthc rcquircments, spccificd in subscction (a) of 

this scction,
may bc ..,.ahTd for indhiduals qualif)ing undcr thc follo',\ing cxccptions:
(1) Persons holding a ma::tcr elcctrieian's ccrtificate of compctency arc not rcquircd to hold
ajourncyman elcctrician':: ccrtificatc of competcncy.
(2) Pcr::ons .,..~ho prcscnt c'.idcncc of hming takcn a journcyman lc','el cxamination, and
rccching a succc::sful scorc, similar in contcnt and diffculty to thccxaminations rcquircd
undcr thb codc, may rccci',T ajourncyman elcctrician's ccrtificatc of compctency \',ithout
any further examination. Thb cxccption shall bc rc'. ic'. 'Td and grantcd only by thc liccnsing
and appcals board.
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This scction is rcpcaled and '"ill hmT no furthcr forcc and cffcct on July i, 2008, or thc datc
upon ',\-hich thc Statc of Iowa Electrical Examining Board assumc~ thc powcrs, dutics and
rcsponsibiltics rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd by IO"wa Codc chaptcr 103, as amcndcd.

Sec. 26-323. Apprentice electricians.

W The term "apprentice" sfis defined as includc any person who is in'.'oh'cd or
assisting assists in the installation of electrica systems or equipment, including individuals
servng as trainees, helpers, or individuals that are partcipating in an established
apprentice training program. Apprentice electricians shall work under the direct
supervsion and control of an individual holding a master or journeyman electrician's
ccrtificatc of com pctcncylicense as issued by the State ofIowa and recognized by the citv as
specified in 26-~21 and 26-~22. The ratio of apprentices to joureyman shal be as set fort
in Iowa Code chapter 10~. ri.c. or Reguations 1
(b) No pcrson shall cngagc in thc ',\'rk of an apprcnticc \\ithout first obtaining an
apprcnticc liccnse.
(c) No elcctrical contractor shall cmploy any apprcntice, for work ',',ith the city, ".,'ho is not
liccnscd us rcquircd by subscction (b) of this scction, and no elcetrical contractor shall
cmploy more than two apprcnticcs for cach indhidual, pcrmancntly cmploycd by thc
contractor, as ajourncyman or mastcr electrician. This ratio shall apply to cvcrypcrmitted
job ',\ith thc city.
(d) .LAJ1 apprcnticc may not maintain an inactivc liccnsc.

This Gection is rcpcalcd and ',..ill ha','c no further forcc and cffcct on July 1,2008. or
thc date upon 'shich thc Statc of Io',., Elcctrical Examining Board assumcs thc powcrs,
dutics and rcsponsibilitics rcgarding liccnsing mandatcd by Iowa Codc chaptcr 103, as
amcnded.

Sec. 26-324. Residential wireman.

(a) The term :residential wireman: shall includcis defined as any person performing
work on single or multi-family dwellngs that do not exceeding three stories in height
above grade and limited to single family. duplex. triplex or quad configurations.
Residential "..ircman wiremen shall work under the direct supervsion and control of
an individual holding a master or journeyman electrician's ccrtificatc of
competcncylicense as issued by the State of Iowa and recognized by the city as
specified in 26-~2i and 26-~22.

(b) No person shall perform residential electrical work without first obtaining a
residential wiremegn's ccrtificatc of compctcncy.license as issued by the State of Iowa. 

(c) To obtain a rcsidcntial '...ircmcn's ccrtificatc of compctcncy a pcrson shall mcct the
follm\ing conditions:

(1) Succcssfully pass a rcsidcntial ',\ircman'~ cxamination that ha~ bccn appro',Td by thc
liccnsing and appcals board.
(2) He or shc must hm'c bccn acth'ely cngagcd in the elcctrical trade undcr thc dircct
supcnision of a ccrtificd ma~tcr or a ccrtificdjourncyman electrician for a pcriod of not less
than two ycars.
This scction is rcpcalcd and '.\ill hmT no furthcr forcc and cffcct on July i, 2008, orthc datc
upon 'shieh thc Statc of Iowa Electrical Examining Board assumcs thc powcrs, dutics and



rcsponsibilitic3 rcgarding liccn3ing mandatcd by Iowa Codc chaptcr 103, as amcndcd.

Sec. 26-327. Sign wireman's bond.

To ensure the collection of inspection fees and the rectification of defective work, the
holder of a sign wireman's certificate shall file with the city treasurer a cah bond in the sum
of $100.00 or a certificate of deposit in a like amount payable to the city by a bank doing
business in the state. Such cash bond or certficate of deposit shall be deposited before the
holder actively engages in the installation, repair, or replacement of electrical signs, and it
shall remain on deposit for 90 days after the expiration or surrender of the license. Upon
the death of the holder, the treasurer may, upon approval of the licensing and appeals board
and the building offcial, release such bond or certificate of deposit before the expiration of
90 days. A letter of request must be submitted to the building offcial for release of the bond
or certificate of deposit.

This section is repealed and ""ill have no further force and effect on July 1,2008, or
the date upon which the State of Iowa Electrical Examining Board assumes the powers,
duties and responsibilities regarding licensing mandated by Iowa Code eÇhapter 103, as
amended.

Sec. 26-328. Reguations governing sign wiremen.

Except as specificay provided in this arcle, the reguations governing sign wiremen
shall be the same as described for electrical contractors.

This section is repealed and will have no further force and effect on July 1, 2008, or
the date upon which the State of Iowa Electrical Examining OOBoard assumes the
powers, duties and responsibilties regarding licensing mandated by Iowa Code chapter 103,
as amended.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.
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