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Date: August 24, 2009

PUBLIC HEARING FOR CONSIDERING RENAMING THE DES MOINES
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

WHLREAS, the City of Des Moines owns and operates an airport known as Des Moinss
International Airport (hereinafier called the "Airpornt”). located in Des Moines, Polk County,
lowa; and

WIIEREAS, on June 22. 2009. by Roll Call No. 08-1153. the Des Moines City Council referred
a requesi 1o the Airport Board from Dr. K. L Hebron of Indianola to rename the Des Moines
International Airport 1o the “Luther Smith Intemnational Airpont™ and

WHEREAS. on July 13, 2009. by Roll Call No. 09 1263, the Des Moines City Council referred &
second request to the Airport nd K nes of Des Moines to rename the Des
Moines International Airport ¢ rf . Thomas International Airpornt™; and

WHEREAS. on August 4, 2009, the Airport Board conducted a public hearing as required by the
Des Moines City Council’s Naming Policy; and

WHEREAS, the Airport Board. by Resolution No. A09-147, recommended 10 the Des Moines
City Coungcil that the Airpon name remair “Des Moines International Airport”: and

WHLEREAS. the information contained in Attachmen:s 1 & 2 was received by the Airport Board
and is provided 1o the Council for their consideration;
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NOW, THEREFORL, BE IT RESOI VED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES
MOINES, [OWA:

Date: August 24. 2009

That the City Council hereby accepts the Airport Board's recommendation to retain the current
name as Des Moines International Airport

Moved by to adopL.
Approved as to form:
2 (Couucil Communication No. 04(007 )
David A. Ferree
Assistant City Attorney
COUNCIL ACTION | YEAS | Navs | PASS | ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE |
COLEMAN " I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
prrE T certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
: said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,
KIERNAN among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY
SRR IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my
P hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
b above written.
TOTAL
MOLION CARRIED APPROVE
Mayor City Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE AVIATION DIRECTOR
Des Moines, lowa

Airport Board Communication 09-0807
August 4, 2009

Subject: Action Required: Submitted By:
Public Hearing on Requests from Dr. K.L. Hebron.
Indianola, 1A, and John and Kay Jones, Des Moinzs,

1A., 10 Consider Repanung the Des Moines Receive/File

Intemational Airport * Recommendation 1o Council Craig S Smuth, AAE
Approval Aviation Direcior

BACKGROUND:

On June 22, 2009, by Roll Call No. 09-1153, the Des Moines City Council referred to the Board a
request to rename the Des Moines International Airport. The proposal from Dr. K. L Hebron of
Indianola is to rename the facility “Luther Smith International Airport™. Anachment No. 1 is a copy of
this request.

On July 13, 2009, by Roll Call No. 09-1263, the Council referred a second request. The proposal from
John and Kay Jones of Des Moines 1s to rename the facility “Arthur E Thomas Intemnational Airport™.
Atiachment No. 2 is a copy of this request.

The Council has a formal policy in place to address matters concerning the naming of 1ts streets,
facilities, and park land. The policy can be summarized as follows:

° The Council retains the exclusive right 1o name and rename streets, facilities, park land. and park
facihities.
. Because a public citizen has requested the name change, the Council may either deny the request

or refer the item to the appropniate Board/Commussion for further review and recommendation.

. Within thirty days of Council referral, staff from the applicable department will research and
verify all information submitted in the request.

. Staff must also request a review from the following City departments and commissions: Legal,
Police, Fire, Information Technology, Engineering, and the Historic Commission.

. Within ninety days of Council referral, the applicable Board/Commussion will consider staff
findings and the extent of public support for, and public opposition to, the proposed name.

o The appropriate Board/Commission will then present its reconunendation to the City Council via
the Council Agenda at a regularly scheduled Council meeting for final Council consideration and
approval or denial of the request.

. Public notice will be given and a public hearing will be held on the request.
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. If the request is approved, the cost of producing, installing, maintaining and replacing City signs
with the new name may be required to be paid for by the person or organization requestiag the
naine change.

. The naming or reragning of City streets, facilities, park land, and park facilities may be, but 1s
not limited to, in honor of individuals, living or deceased, who have made significani and
outstanding contributions of services, land, funds, or goods to the City, State, nation or world.

. When evaluating naming or renaming requests, consideration should be given to the following
cnteria;

Overall benefit to the City of Des Moines.

Positive reflection on the City.

Purpose and Mission of the City.

The proposed name 1s well known to all cinzens and/or acknowledged by other national,
state or local community organizations for lasting significance.

Cinzen input and support for name change/commermoration,

6. No duplication of names or repeated recogrition of a specific persan or group.

Pl o=l o

b

o Preference will be given to naming City streets, facilities, park land, .::d park facilities that have
not been previously named to honor a specific person or event.

Attachment No. 3 contains the fuil policy, which was adopted on May 4, 2009, through Roll Call No.
09-802.

It appears that the impetus for the renaming began with a Des Moines Register article written by Marc
llansen, dated May 21, 2009. The article provides a summary of Luther Smith’s life, first as a young
child Jearning to fly aircraft at the Des Moines Airport and then his subsequent accomplishments as a
World War 1l pilot and prisoner of war. The article is Attachment No. 4.

It is apparent that the article prompted the request by Dr Hebron, as it is referenced in his narmative.

In accordance with the City naming policy, Aviation Department staff requested a review by the City’s
Legal, Police, Fire, Information Technology, and Engincering Departments, as well as the Historic
Preservation Commission.

The responses from the Police, Fire, and Information Technology Departments indicate that there will be
no impact on these departments. The Engineering Department's response provides some cost data
conceming potential changes needed to street and highway signs, which have been summarized in the
Fiscal Impact section of this communication. The Legal Department response refers to the numerous
places in the City Code and the Airport Board Regulations that refer to the Des Moines Intenational
Airport. Changes to those documents would occur by amendment.

Pwork Rz 2009 Board BCUE04 Atrpont Naming BCdne
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Staff has not reccived a formal response from the Histonce Preservation Commission, but did receive
comments from one of its members, Mr. Denny Marchand. His response follows:

The Tuskegee Airmen were by far the most unwanted group of pilots in WWII. Aithough highly
gualified, and skilled, it took Eleanor Roosevelt's special touch 1o help get them in combar where
they could risk iheir lives in service of their country. Luiher Smith is an lowan War Hero. His
accomplishments through life serve as a reminder that anvone can overcome great odds and
make a difference. [ would strongly advocate re-naming Des Moines International Airport to
Luther Smith Internatianal Airport as a tremendous way to honor Luther Smith's past, and a
part of history that the citizens of Des Moines will always be proud of.

In accordance with the naming policy, staff has gathered a significant amount of information which 1s
summarized as follows:

General Comments Concerning Both Proposals:

Aviation Department staf? offers the following comments using the criteria established by the naming
policy:

1.  Overall Benefit to the City of Des Moines

Detarmining the overall benefit to the City of Des Moines is, at best, difficuit. 1f there are any
tangible benefits, this can only be realized over time. There are no known immediate financial
benefits to the City or the Atrport

Airports located in large populated cities with multiple airports have, out of necessity, adopted
other names to avoid confusion. Over time, the public has become familiar with many of the
pames of these major airports (LaGuardia Airport, etc.), but they do not represent a valid
comparison to Des Moines.

For those airports in U.S. cities similar to Des Moines, there are cases where airports have been
named for other than the prumary city in which they are located. Examples are as follows:

Airports named after individuals:

T.F. Green Int'] Airpont
Austin Straube! Int’] Airport
Bishop International Airport
Hector International Aupont
Norman Y. Mineta Airport
Eugene Bradley International
Will Rogers World Airport
Gerald R. Ford Airpont
General Mitchell Int’] Airport

P-lworking2009'Buard BOIRGA Atman Namng BC doe
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Airports named for other geographic regions:
Capital City Airport

Tri-Cities Airport

Easiern lowa Airpornt

Southwest Florida Airport

Valley International Atrport

As is evident, these airports are not identifiable to the general public. It is clear to staff that to the
average traveler, the Jocation of these airports is obscured because of the chosen name. Froma
marketing and branding perspective, staff believes that any renaming will be detrimental. People
from around the world seeking air travel to Des Moines may experience difficulty identifying the
best or closest airport. The lowa Caucuses, along with a number of other events, give Des Moines
an international position.

Over the course of the past five years the Airport has spent a considerable amount of time, effor,
and dollars to market and brand the Airport. The Board established a commitee in 2004 for the
purpose of developing an identifying logo. The Airport spent many hours and over $5,000.00 on
this project.

Additionally, the Board has authorized and expended over $300,000 on markeung and advernsing
efforts during the past five years. We have used the logo exclusively in all our marketing matenals
along with television and print advertising. Changing the name of the Airport will require
development of a new logo and staff will also need to create a successful marketing campargn.

Positive Reflection on the City

It is difficult for staff to evaluate if either proposed change will be a positive reflection on the City.
This is very subjective and can only be determined over time. In the case of Luther Smith, because
he is still living, this perspective could change 1n the future as well.

Purpose and Mission of the City

The City’s Vision Statement is — We aspire to be the city of choice for ourselves and fature
generations - beautiful. clean and safe. We will achieve our viston through a healthy economy,
strong businesses, vital neighborhoods, excellent schools, a vibrant downtown, and extensive
recreational and cultural opportumties. We will preserve our City's fnendly, hometown
atmosphere and celebrate the diversity of its people. We require innovative governance that is
accessible. accountable, and efficient with a system of funding that 1s fair, affordzble, and stable.

The City's Mission Statement is -- To provide azd maintain cssential services that meet the
collective basic needs of the citizens of Des Moines and to identify and seize opportunities
for a higher quahty of life.

It is not immediately clear whether either naming proposal would significantly deter from, or
support, the Vision Statement or Mission Statement of the City.

P working 2009\ Board{BC 804 Airpont Naming BC doc
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Comments Specific to the Luther Smith Proposal:

Very briefly, Mr. Luther Smith was born and raised in Des Moines, graduated from Roosevelt High
School, and received two engineering degrees from the University of lowa. He learned how to fly
aircraft at Des Moines Airport under the instruction of Howard Gregory before joining the military and
becoming a Tuskegee Airman.

Mr. Smith is a World War II veteran and was wounded in combat when he bailed out of his P-51 fighter
plane over Yugoslavia on his 133" combat mission. He was captured and spent several months as a
prisoner of war

In 2007, President Bush honored Mi. Smith and 200 other airmenr with the Congressional Gold Medal.
Mr. Smith has also received the Daughters of the American Revolution Medal of Honor.

4. The proposed name is well known to all citizens and/or acknowledged by other national,
state or local community organizations for lasting significance.

It is unknown and difficult 1o determine how many people in the community recognize the name
Luther Smith. Staif is confident that there are several people suppertive of this proposal. This is
evident by the informatian that was received and included 1n this communication

5. Citizen input and support for name change/commemoration.

The City has reccived the following letters of support and additional documentation related to the
Luther Sinith request:

Attachment No. 5 Letter from Dr. Sally Mason, President, University of lowa
Attachment No. 6 Letter from Mr. Robert D. Ray, former Governor of lowa
Auachment No. 7 Packet of information provided by Mr. James Bowman
Attachment No. & Packet of information provided by Ms. Judith McNamara
Attachment No. 14 Additional letters of support and oppesition

It is anncipated that other support, both for and against, changing the name of the Airpart will be
provided to the Board and Council during the public hearing process. It should also be noted that
comments associated with the newspaper articles surrounding the renaming of the Airport are
lurgely opposed to any renaming,

6. No duplication of names or repeated recognition of a specific person or group.

No other airport has been named in honor of Mr. Smith. Mr. Smith has previously been honored in
Des Moines at two different locations. First, Mr. Smith is included in the recognition of the
Tuskegee Airmen at the Fort Des Moines Museum. Additionally, in honor of the Tuskegee
Airmen. there is a replica P-51 aircraft located at the entrance to the lowa Air National Guard
Base. The Tuskegee Airman Memorial was dedicated on November 9, 2002 and sponsored by the
Fort Des Moines Park and Education Center. The display features the names of Tuskegee Airmen
on a plaque mounted on the base of the replica aircraft. Mr. Smith’s name also appears on the side
of the aircral. Artachments 9 through 11 are pictures of the replica P-51 aircraft, the plaque, and
the side of the aircraft depicting Mr. Smith’s name.

Pworking\2009 Board BTS04 Airport Namsng BC.doc
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Comments Specific to the Arthur Thomas Proposal:

Very briefly, Mr. Arthur Thomas was the Airport Manager for Des Moines Airport from 1932 until
he retired in 1965, It is clear that Mr. Thomas had significant influence on the planning and design
of the Airport from its inception and is generally credited with much of its the early growth and
development.

Attachment No. 12 provides a summary of Mr. Thomas's accomplishments. This information was
provided by individuals who support the proposal.

4. The proposed name is well known to all citizens and/or acknowledged by other national,
state or local community organizations for lasting significance.

It is unknown and difficult to determine how many people in the community recognize the name of
Arthur Thomas. Staff is confident that therc are several peaple supportive of this proposal. This is
evident by the information that was seat to be included in this communication.

5. Citizen input and support for name change/commemoration.

It is anticipated that other support, both for and against, for changing the name of the Arport will
be provided to the Board and Council during the public hearing process.

Attachment No. 14 provides additional letters of support and opposition to changing the name of
the Airport. It should also be noted that comments associated with the newspaper articles
surrounding the renaming of the Airport are largely opposed to any renaming,

6. No duplication of names or repeated recognition of a specific person or group.

There are no other airports named for Mr. Thomas.

He has been henored by the City of Des Moines with a plaque currently located in the Terminal
Lobby. Attachment13 is a picture of the plaque displayed in the Terminal Lobby.

PworidgR009 Board BSOS Asrpart Naming BC.doc
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FISCAL IMPACT:
Staff has gathered estimates for costs associated with cither proposal. A prcliminary list of items to be
changed along with an estimate o' COSIS!

Stationary $ 615.00
Business Cards 1.721.00
New Airport Logo 10,000.00
Vehicle Markings 1,000,
Front Entrance Sign 12,000.00
Street signs 2,045.00
lowa DOT Signs 32,000.00
New clothing w/logo 1,275.00

Staff time (estimated)* 25, 000.00
Estimated total $85, 780.00

In addition 10 the direct cost to the Airport, there are many tenants on the Atrport that will incur costs
associated with changing the Airport name.

*Saff ime includes changes to the Airport website and various legal changes. It should be noted that

neither proposer has suggested a financial contribution towards deferring associated cdsts. Also, the
Airport has not budgeted for any of these potenuial costs.

RECOMMENDATION:

Although each individual is deserving of recognition for their accomplishments, staff believes it 1s in the
best interest of the City of Des Moines that the current name of the Des Moines intemnational Airport be
retained.

Piworking'2009:Board\BOWEG4 Aurpont Naming BC.doc
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Resolution Number Agenda Item Number

Date_Ayuust 4. 2009

WHEREAS, on June 22, 2009. by Roll Call No. 09-1153. the Des Moines City Council referred 1o the Amrport
Board a request to rename the Des Moines International Airport. The request from Dr. K. L. Hebron. of
Indianola, JA. proposes 10 change the name of the Airport to “The Luther Smith International™; and

WHEREAS. on July 13. 2009, by Rell Call No. 09-1263, the Des Moines City Council referred to the Airport
Board a request (o rename the Des Moines International Airport. The request from John and Kay Jones. of Des
Moines, IA. proposes to change the name of the Airport to “The Arthur E. Thomas International” and

WHEREAS, the Airport Board has held a public hearing and reviewed and considered all available information
concerning renaming the Airport.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Airport Board of the Cify of Des Moines. lowa. hereby
recommends 10 the Des Moines City Councii that the name of the Des Moines Intemational Airport remain
unchanged.

(Board Communication No. 09-0807 is attached)

Moved by to adopt.
Approved as to Form:
..4,;" =
David A Ferree
Assistant City Attorney
Yeas Nevs Pass | Abseat Certificste
Board Action
Brooks
Cupp | L LORNA L. DAVROS, Board Clerk of sad
Des Moines International Adrpost Board, hereby cerufy
Erickson that at & meeting of the Board. held on the above daiz
amaong other procesdings the above was adepted
Gentry
Hamaell IN WITNESS WHEREOF. 1 have hereunia set my
hand and affixed my scal the day and vear first above
Ross wrilten.
Ward
TOTAL
MOTION CARRIED APPROVED

Chairperson Board Clark
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Attachment No,

John D. Jones

119 S.W. Miller

Des Moines, 1A 50315
(515) 2434631

June 26, 2009

To the members of the Des Moines City Council.

On November 17, 1931 my great grandfather, Truman Jones, sold his 160-acre
farm lccated at S.W. 21st Street and Army Post Road o the City of Des Moines for the
location of the new Des Moines Airport.

Arthur Thomas, who had managed the airport at the Altoona, lowa location from
1925 to 1931, was put in charge of the planning and supervision of the present airpont
location. In 1832, when operations got underway, Arthur Thomas was Airport Manager,
He held this position for 28 years, and in 1940 the airport field was voled one of the four
best in the nation. He was also voted Outstanding Airport Manager of the Year in 1960
{there were 500 managser entrants).

If ever there is consideration of a name change of the Des Moines International
Airport, we can think of no one more deserving than Arthtir E. Thomas.

Please soe the attached article, which further explains Arthur Thomas's true
dedication and commitment in the development of the Des Moines International Airpart.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter

Smcerety.

John D. & Kay Jom
ce: Airpart Board
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POLICY FOR NAMING OF STREETS, FACILITIES AND PARK LAND IN THE
CITY OF DES MOINES

I GENERAL

The Des Moines City Council retains the exclusive rigiht to name and rename City
streets, facilities, park land and park facilities within the City of Des Moines, in
accordance with this polley.

gl P DURE

Consideration of a proposal for the naming or renaming of a City strect, facility,
park land or park facility shall be submitted and reviewed as follows:

a. Public-Initiated Requests: Letter of Retjuest (and/or Petition)

A letter of request (and/or petition) must first be submitted to the City
Council. The lettsr of roquest (and/or petition) shall state the reason
for the request and supply specific information regarding tho
proposed name(s), site location, and other relevant information. The
letter of request (and/or petition) shall include a brief explanation or
biography of tha person(s) or event to be honored and a justification
of why the City street, facility, park land or park facility is being
recommended for specific naming or renaming. Upon receipt of the
letter of request (and/or petition) the matter will be placed on the
subsequent Couicil agenda, in accordance with Rule 16 of the
Procedural Rules of the Des Moines City Council, in order for
Council to initially consider the request and either deny the request.
or refer the request to the City Manager’s Office or to the appropriate
Board/Commission for further review and recommendation, or sci a
date for public hearing and final consideration and approval or denial
of the request for the next scheduled Council nizeting.

b. Council-Initiated Requests

The Mayor, Council Member or Council as a whole may place or
sponsor a request for naming or renaming on the Council agenda, in
accordance with the Procedural Rules of the Des Moines City
Council, in order for Coungil to consider the request and either deny
the request, or refer the request to th City Manager's Office or to the
appropriate  Board/Commission  for  further review  and
recommendation, or set a dafe for public hearing and final
consideration and approval or denial of the request for the naxt
scheduled Council meeting. Referrals shall supply specific
information regarding the proposed name(s), site location, and other
relevant information, and shall include a brief explapation or

3
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biography of the person(s) or event to be honored and a justification
of why the City street, facility, park land or park facility is being
recommentded for specific naming or renaming.

Staif Verification and Raview

Within thirty {30) days of Council referral, staff from the applicable
department, as designated by City Council or by the City Manager,
will research and verify all information submitted in the request in
accordance with the naming considcrations and criteria set forth
below in Section Ill. Staff will also request a reviaw by: Legal,
Police, Fire, IT, Engineering, and the Historic Commission; and in
addition, for City street requests, by the local utility service providers
and the post office. City staff will then forward their findings and
recommendation to the appropriate BoardiCommission.

City Boards/Commissions Evaluation and Council Review

Within ninety (90) days of Council referral, the applicable
Board/Commission will consider stafi findings and the extent of
public support for, and public opposition to, the proposed name, and
will make a recommendation regarding the request. The appropriate
Board/Commission will then present its recommendation to the City
Council via the Council agenda at a regularly scheduled Council
meeting for final Council consideration and approval or denial of the
request.

Public Participation

Public notice will be given and a public hearing will be held on the
naming or renaming proposal at the scheduled Board/Commission
meeting and Council meeting. Notice of said hearings will be
provided a minimum of ten (10) days prior io each hearing to affected
parties by the method deemed appropriate by the Board/Commission
or by Council, respectively. In the event of renaming an existing City
facility or park facility, notice of the public hearing shall also be
posted in a conspicuous place on or within the facility. In the event
of renaming (rathar thzn honerarv designation of) a City street,
notice of the public hearing shall also be provided via regular mail to
all property owners potentially affected by approval of the name
change.

Approval; Installing or Replacing Signage.

if the naming or renaming request is approved, the cost of
producing, installing. maintaining and replacing City signs with the

b0

3



Atrtachment Ko.

new name may be required to be paid for by the person or
organization requesting the name change prior to such work being
undertaken by the City. If required, the maintenance funding shall be
provided by donation to the City of a maintenance fund in an amount
established by appropriate Gity staff to be necessary for maintaining
said sign for at least 10 years. All signage is subject to City Council
approval.

il NAMING OPTIONS:; CONSIDERATIONS AND CRITERIA FOR NANING

The naming or renaming of City streets, facilities, park lands or park facllities may
be, but is not limited to, in henor of individuals, living or deceased, who have
made significant and outstanding contributions of services, land, funds, or goods
to the City, State, nation or world; neighborhoods, geographic or common usage
identifications; and persons, places, or events of historical or cultural
significance. Naming recognition is subject to future change/reconsideration by
the City in the event that the recognition becomes damaging to the City's
reputation, or contradictory to applicable law, as determined by the City. When
evaluating naming or renaming requests, consideration should be given to the
following criteria:

1s Overall benefit to the City of Des Moines

2. Positive reflection on the City

50 Purpose and Mission of the City

4. Proposed name is well known to all cittzens andlor
acknowledged by other national, state or focal community
organizations for lasting significance

5. Citizen input and support for name change/commemoration

6. No duplication of names or repeated recognition of a specific

person or group

In addition, in the event of naming or renaming requests related to significant
donations of funds, services or land, a written gift and naming agreement shall be
entered into between the City and honored donor, or person or entity providing
the donation, prior to or upon approval of the naming request. Such agreemeant
shall state that naming recognition is subject to future changelreconsideration by
the City in the svent that the recognition becomes damaging to the City's
reputation, or contradictory to applicable law, as determined by the City. The
written agreement may also include an appropriate time limitation on the
honorary donor naming, and may set minimum contribution amount guidelines
for naming purposes.

V. EXCEPTIONS

a. Exceptions to the procedure set forth in Section Il of this policy may
be made by City Council or by recommendation to the City Council

5
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g)
L)

by City staff and/or Boards/Commissions, upon finding appropriate
circumstances to consider or expedite the naming or renaming of a
City straet, facility, park land or park facility. Specifically, City
Council may take action to approve a name change without staff or
Board/Commission review and recommendation, and/or without the
public hearing procass, if deemed appropriate by Council.

Ciiy streets, facilities, park lands or park facilities shall nct be named
or renamed in honor of any City employce, Mayor, or Council,
Commission or Board Member until at least two years following the
end of their term/employment with the City.

This policy of naming or renaming City streets, facilities, park land
and park faciliies shall not preclude the appropriate
acknowledgment of assistance, financial or otherwise, from
organizations or individuals in the construction, operation., or
maintenance of City streets, facilities, park lands and park facilities,
such as placing plaques or signs identifying the organization or
individua! who made a donation to the projeci or naming a minor
component of a structure, for example, one room of a facility, or a
non-fixture component of a facility, for example, a bench, tree, or
playground slide, etc..

City Streets: Streets bsing named as part of an annexation,
subdivision or platting procedure are not subject to this policy. In
addition, due to the confusion, expense and inconvenience to the
public, street renaming should be avoided unless needed to
eliminate duplication or reflect new street patterns, and preference
will be given to commemorative or honorary designation of a current
street or portion of a current street. Any such requost shall follow the
procedures set forth herein. If the request for commemorative
designation is approved, the street or portion of the street affected
shall retain its original name and shall also have an additional sign
reflecting the commemoration, with the cost of producing, installing,
maintaining and replacing such commemorative sign to be paid for
by the person or organization requesting the commemoration prior
to such work being undertaken by the City if so required by the City.
If required, the maintenance funding shall be provided by donation to
the City of a maintenance fund in an amount established by
appropriate City staff to be necessary for maintaining said sign for at
least 10 years. All signage is subject to City Council approval.

Criteria for RenNaming: Preference will be given to naming of City
streets, facilities, park land and park facilities that have not
previously been named to honor a specific person or event.

No.

3
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June 16, 2C09

Hansen: Renaming airport for Smith? That'll fly

By MARC HANSEN
mahiansen@dnireg com

A lot of people like the idea of renaming Des Moines Interational Airport alter Luther Smith
Preferably, while he's still arcund

‘m not sure they're the right people. The ones who count most are members of the City Council an
the zirport commission, erd they aren't exactly wavirg their boarding passes in exciternent.

Yet the public response to the suggeston seems hinhly favorable. Why not?

The more you hear about the 88-year-old former Tuskegee Airman, the more reasonable it seams,
He's an American hero, a rola model whose story is also the story of Des Moaines. The story of lowa.

Graham Gillette, a Des Moines public affairs consultant. wants to make this hagpen. Fe's joining
forees with Jim Bowman, the Tuskegee Airman who thought of it first,

They're pu'ting together a group of supporiars, a Cross saction of lowa, to make the case. Now

I World War 1, Smith fiew 133 missions for the all-black unit, destroying 20 eneny aircraft. The
military was segregated then. But in respoase 1o a piict shortage the government created the Alrmen,
who escorted American bembers on 200 missions throughout Surope - without losing a single one {o
enemy aircrafl,

The prasidant of Smith's alma mater, the Un versity of lowa, is going to bat for him, 100.

n a letter to airpott board Chairman vames Erickson, Sally Mason tatked about Smith's coniribution to
racial equality and how the move would inspira feliow lowans to make a difference.

*Captain Smith stands tall with other military heroes wno have received similar recognition of their
sacrifices and accomplishments

As an example. she singles out O'Hare Intematicnal in Chicage, which was reramed after World War
Il fiying ace Edward O'Hare.

"How fitting,” Mason said, “would it be for another important Midwes: airport to wear the name of a
notable military hero.”

In 1938, Smith enrolled at lowa to study engineering. A year later, the war began. When it was over,
Smith retumed ‘o lowa City, eamed his degree and became an asrospace enginear with General

Electric.

I dicn't poll the entire City Council, but | wouldnt be surprised if Christine Hensley's viewpoint reflects
the majority opinior.

She said a name charge would be corfusing. In 1988, Washington National Airport was changec to
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, and many of the slower passengers aren't up to speed.
Some still think Washington National and Reagan National are two different airports.

I¥'s hard to see this happening in @ one-airport kind of lown like Das Moines.

Gillette: *I'm not satisfied with the answer it might be confusing.”

hup./fwww.desn'cinesregister.comfapps/pbcs.dlL’amclc?AJD=/200906] 6/NEWS03/906160362&t... 6/16/2009
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Hensley agrees that Smi'h is absolutety worthy of recogniton, but in some other form.

And if you're talking about changing the name, sne said, you'd bettar consider sorme other local icons
Hensley mentioned John Fizgitbon, a dacorztad World War 1l veteran and longtime chairman of the

airport board.

Othars lsan toward Mike Cowiles, the lata newspaper editor and publisher who looked into Des
Moines' future, noticed it hed wings, bought land on the south side and held it for the city.

What makes Smith diferent from the other candicdates is his umbidical-cord conrection to this airport.
Fascinated with flight as a kid, Smith hitched rides thare to see the planes. Before long, he was flying
them.

The Archie Brooks factor could be a roadblock. The city hung the former council member's nama on a
community certer, and look what happened. CIETC happered, Brooks went {0 prison, and they're

talking about changing the name back.
Tha Brooks fiasco forced ths city to change its policy regarding name changes.

"The difference,” Hensley said, "is that nothing can ba done &t the last minute without a public
hearing."

Good. The public seems receptive to changing the name to Luther Smith Airport or some extended
variation. Luther Smith/Des Moines International?

Smith Is no embarmrassment. On his final mission, when he found himself fying through a ball of firs,
he bailad out, was seversly injured in the fzll and spent morths in a Gemman prisoner-of-war camp

Sraith recently had both legs amputatad, but his son, Gordon Smith, a banker in New York, said his
father has been staging a comeback,

He overcame kidney failurs, His speech is com'ng back. His comprehension is excellent.

Smith is still having trouble communicating, but Gorden Smith told me his fathar was honored by the
good friends and perfect strangers who want 10 change the name of the arport.

——— — — — -

hitpy/iwww. desmoinesregister. com/apps/pbes.dilaricle? AID=/20090616/NEWS03/9061603 62&t.. 6/16/2009
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THE ﬁ OFFICE OF THE PRESIDEN
UNIVERSITY 101 essup Halt
OF IO\rVA iows City, lowa 52242-3316
319-335-31529

Fox 319-335-0807

June 4, 2009

Mr. Jamaes Erickson

Board Chairman kEC'h Jun 11 2008

Des Moines International Airport Commission

5800 Fleur Driva
Des Mcines, lowa 50321

Dear Mr. Erickson:

| was very pleased to read Marc Hansen's May 21 Des Moines Register
column suggesting that the Des Moines International Airport be renamed the
Luther Smith International Airport. We here at Captain Smith's alma mater
greatly support such a renaming, which would honor a remarkable lowan.
Captain Smith has contributed significantly to the achievement of racial
equality in the U.S. and the world, and he helped change the face of the U.S.
military. The airport renaming would not only recognize his accomplishments
but also inspire fellow lowans to feliow his lead in making an important
difference in our society.

In 1938, Captain Smith enrolled at The University of lowa tc study
engineering, hoping to join the ranks of the country’s military pilots. Two years
intc his studies, Werld War |l began. Rather than integrate troops, the
govemment formed all-black military units, including the muich-lauded
Tuskegee Airmen, which Captain Smith joined in 1842,

After his historic service during the war Captain Smith returned to the Ul and
completed a Bachelor of Sciznce degree in Mechanical Engineening in 1850,
going cn, despite continuing racism, to a long and successful career as an
aerospace engineer with General Electric. In the years until his retirement in
1988, he published numerous papers, was awarded two patents, and was
frequently called upon by the Department of Defense and defense-related
agencies — including the U.S. Air Force, NASA, and U.S. Navy Submarire
Command — for special assignments. He earned a Master of Engineering

degree from The Pennsylvania State University in 1977.

Captain Smith served or the Architect-Engineer Evaluation Jury that chose the
design for the World War Il Memorial, and he has worked tirelessly to gain
recognition for the contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen. In June 2004, he
headed the 60th anniversary celebration of the Tuskegee Airmen's greatest
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World War || achievement: escorting American heavy strategic bombers on
200 missions throughout Europe without the loss of a single bomber to enemy
aircraft. He also represented the U.S. Army Air Corps as one of seven WWII
veterans selected by President Clinton to attend the 50th anniversary V-E
celebration trip to the United Kingdom, the Czech Republic, and Russia

Captain Smith has been honored with numerous awards. He received the
Society of Automotive Engineers, Aercspace international, and Franklin W.
Kolk Aerospace Industry Awards. In 2005, he was inducted into the University
of lowa Coliege of Engineering's Distinguished Engineering Alumni Academy.
in February 2006, he received an honorary doctorate degree in public service
from Tuskegee University. In Juns 20086, Captain Smith was awarded the ul
Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award for Achievement, and in
October 2006 he was inducted into the lowa Aviaticn Hall of Fame. In March
2:07. he was presented the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian
award bestowed by the U.S. Congress.

Captain Smith stands tall with other military heroes who have received similar
recognition of their sacrifices and accomplishments. For example, sixty years
ago, Chicago's Orchard Field Airport was renamed O'Hare International
Airport, honoring the late Lieutenant Commander Edward "Butch” O'Hare,
USN, a World War |l flying ace, who was awarded the Medal of Honor. How
fitting It would be for another important Midwest airport to wear the name of a

notable military hero.

We encourage the Des Moines Airport Commission to seriously consider
giving the airport a new and fitting name - the Luther Smith International
Alrport. Your action would provide our state and the world with an inspiring
recognition of this great American and the major achievements of lowans.

o)
Sally Mason
President
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ROBERT D. RAY

July 21, 2009

Mr. james Firickson, Board Chanr

Des Moines Internazonal Auport Commussion
5800 Fleur Dnive

Des Moines, lowa 50321

Dear Jim:

I am wrinng in support of the effort t honor one of the ourstanding members of the Greatest
Generation by renamung the Des Maines Intemational Airport the Luther Smiuth Internanonsl
Airport. Those of us who have had the opportunity and responsibility for public service know the
value of unique and dedicated citizens such as Luthes was dunng his lifeeme. He changed for the
better the lives of those around him as well as those who sever mer him but nevertheless benefit
from his personal and professional dedication on behalf of human nights and a safer world.

The Des Moines airport is the center of aviation 1 our state just as aviagon was the center of
Captain Smith’s life. His accomplishments have been well documented by others, so 1 will aot
attempt 1o repear them.

It is an appropriate custom to recogmize those who, by the exemplary nature of rheir mihitary and
public service, serve as r le models for emulation by later generatons. Such is Turher Srruth’s

lezacy. I join with others 10 uree vour thoughtful consideraton of naming the airport on his behalf,
gacy- 1) g ugl 4 T

Thank vou and best regards,

Very trulv yo%

oberr ID. Ray

100 Walnut Street, Unit 161 Des Manes, lowa 50309
Phone 513-244-7115% Fax 315-246.1387 cmatls RDRAYDM( e aol.com
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6-15-09
Luther Smith

Luther Smith is a World War II hero and was seriously wounded in
combat which resulted from exiting his disabled P-51 fighter plane over
Yugoslavia on his 133rd combat mission. He was captured and spent
months as a prisoner of war with inadequate treatment for his injuries
which left him with one leg shorter than the other by seven inches.

Due to illness recently Luther has had both legs amputated and will
be 89 years old in August. He now lives in Villanova, Pennsylvania.

Luther was bomn and raised in Des Moines, graduating from
Roosevelt High School and received two engineering degrees from the
University of Iowa. He has had a career with General Electric as an
aerospace engineer and has been honored as an outstanding alumnus by the
University of Towa and was given a special citation by the College of
Engineering at University of lowa.

Luther’s trek to greatness started when he was a child who walked or
hitch hiked to the Des Moines Airport regularly until they finally hired him
at age 13. In the June 14, 1934 Des Moines Register he was referred to as a
“grease ball” the term used for those who serviced aircraft at that time.

He learned to fly at the airport under the tutelage of Howard Gregory
before joining the military and becoming a Tuskegee Airman

Those with whom I’ve discussed Luther agree that he is a great
American military hero. It would speak volumes about lowa to America and
beyond to name the Des Moines International Airport the Luther Smith Des
Moines International Airport.
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The Flight of a
Red-Tailed Angel

BY MAUREEN HARMON

As one of the Tuskegee
Airmen, Luther Smith fought
racial discrimination in both
military and civilian life.

n Lather Smith’s cotee rable
sits a model airplane with a
red il The nose of the P-31
Muszang 1s perperuaily
ponted at the ceding as 8 11s
about wo lift off the wooden
mace and fly abour the

hen Smi stones, he pownes w the
p t' me ki hed in World War 11
. . ne mn which he almost died I
k s and soivze 400 other black
while T rican bombers 1o
thewr targe

Smith ralks about the bounber pilnt ot them
white—and how they called thesr black escors Red-
Tailed &ngek because they affered mpenzrrable
protecsion. Never once i ther 200 escnrt bomber
mrassions did the Red-Taled Angels | tamber 10

wnay fire. It's their chiim 1o fame That and she fact
that they wese the first black aviators i the US Asr
Force [t was later tha they came to be known as rhe
Tuskeg=e Airmen. named afrer the base i Alsban
where they tramed

Bur i was vears carhier thar Snuch knew he'd fiy
ane day, He krew i all the way back m second grade
in Des Metnes, lowa. when he drew a picture of an
airplane (o1 class. He showed hy drawang o I

teacher and old ker he would someday fv fis family
to Afrace s ther g “The only thing on nw mind,”

says Smuth, “was that 1 wansed to be an rsawor
Charles Lindbergh ™

Alumn Magaz:ne

When Smith was 13, he sarted hanging around
the Des Moines zirport to watch the planes. Airport
smployees took a hking ro the curious bov and
ofered lum i ob picking up popcorn bags and other
garbzge that visiears left behind. Soon, he nnpressed
he mechanics. o0, znd they allowed kim to help
wipe down the fuselages, clean off the windshields.
refued the tanks. and carry ous aunor repaus. He even
snagged the amennon of the Jocal press In the
summer of 1934, the Dss MMomes Rezister Tnbune
sublished a phoro of the voungsier working oo the
engine of a plane. The headline proclarmed Sauth
“America’s Youngest Grease Ball”

But Sputh didn't want to be 2 mechame, and he
didn't yearn umply  ty jlancs: Ae wanted
become a nulitary aviator. ¥ The only cavear™ he say
“was that there were no black aviators in the 193
wo I kept 1t a secret]

Smith headed to the Umiversiny
to studv enginvering, although he had no intenoon
of becoming an engincer. To gralify sor mubstary
aviaion trasmng, a candicdate was requred to have a
least novo years of eallegy vducanon Witk
enpinecting, Stirh tipured, he'd ger the rechin
tramang he would need sf the mntliary sver Ji
to accept Macks i s ar foree.

Ay I'll be prepared,” Sntith thought. 71
wont fall fht because | don’t know aaything sbous

flows 1 193

ey

the techma! hurdles”
By the anse Smith leit the wversiry i 12446, 1h
mulitary swas not amy et 1o accepting blacks in 1<

ranks, so Simith enrolled 1 a Civilian Pilos Trainmns
Course. 2 program estsblished by the gavernment to
trait lats in the case of 3 national emerger

hat emergency carie on Decemnmber 7. 1941

t 3 Sunday and Smith wasan the ar when

Captain Luthar Smith at age 26, prior 1o hes military retiremane
from cambial njusies.

/
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Jrgent MESSAge CRME CVer the radso: “AL Volicswagen and an in-whee! Gactor prove but they were determined to
aircraft renarn o their atrporty rranter.” Yo save succeed at this once-in-a-litenme
immediately” When he landed, Smith The cadess at Tudkegee had a lot o opportunity. Wher the men lined up
Jearned that Pearl Harbor had been durmg one of thew carly trziming sessions.
bombed The Unired States was abous o Srth saye the director of cadet trumng
enter World War 11, and Smuth had a rold them to taxe a look at the men
feeling that the nubary would need all sanding o then night and o thea keft,
the pilots it could gev—dncluding black Oie—or both—of these men, he said,
men won't make 1t to the end of taining
He was rephs That sanie year, “You alwzyv: rhoughs, ‘U’ being
ander polincal pressure from black measured, §m bzing wasched 7' Sruth
taaders and orgamzanons, the U.S, recalls. “Nobody had 5 feebng, I m
A Force began to man black goeng 1o make 1877 Bur he did make 12,
aviators at Alabama's Tuskegee Army gradusung tn 1943, By 1944, he was
Air Field znd ar Tuskegee [nstinuze.a nacave duty, ving combar massai
Black ceDege in Alabama tounded by in Europe
| Booker T Washingron. Of the nearty 1.UD0 black
Since he'd been ane of the first black avistors who completed the

peaple i America to became a Tuskeguee program with thel wings

icensed pilor, Smith Ggured earning his » . and the rank of tecond Leutenant

military wingy would be sunple 1 " M about 43 were deplayed to the

thought they were guing o gree me Eaopean Theater. Stagoned either

my wings, since 1 could v Swith savs m North Africa or laly. they

“] was never so wrong. | didn't knew & gscorted Allied bombers on tien
| anything” He learned quickly that A foravs imc cnemy terriory. At first,
| mhary fying s defferent pom the ovalian miany men within the mubtary were
ving he knew "[r5 precision wary of the
personficd—the black pilots,
difference nérween but as
drving a

g
L
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id o priot 123 s lheaded wny a tlpin o the wrbulence
“The Tuskegee Airmen and, ks to the protecaon they Smth’s 1:ghi ‘oot wedged between th
i s rece the wha rors bewan T planc’s steering controls that wan i th
namely, Luther Smith made it uest that a Red-Tail be thar escort flourboard The wp bulf wi ki body hurg
possible for my son to earn his Vichin etshr monrhs of his wisske the cackpit ax the plang sproaled
living today as an aviator. They depiovment. Smuth had logged 132 uszcontroflibly The wind wre the osvgen
azssons. Hos fnal asagnment of World mask off bus tace and South passed o
softened that hard road to War 1l—Na. 133-—wis scheduled fon When he woke, he was 1
being an aviator and made Friday. Ocrober 13, 1694 through the air tethered to s patachece
entry into the profession easier Lunher Snuth sn't superairi He mune have managed s puldl the
and more inviting for my son hmbing st the cockpi on brids r pcm‘d of the parachure, whach, by somie
1 3th was 2 litde vonerving muracie. had opened outside the cockp
and others like | = sven though his ni and palled Siith frve—wnapping b rgh
him. Even routms: to excort bumbers hip mto two meces When Sucth leoke
today, a black frons thers targes w Geroany ap, theugh. bz sow 2 hole in the chate
o the Danube Raver ne and realized he was Slhing oo quickl
pilot draws Yet. a1l went well. ookmy dowa, be s that bt "
smiles; a black t Ting no eneny b A ted arsund backward He paned
fighter pilot they reached she mi ; :

e bomber comunised ¢ 15 carme $is inthe br !
draws stares 1 base m huady, whale Snur ree, 1 target for enemy sokdier g at
and smiles. d the other ewort planes hum srom the ground Onee they seabized
Thank you, ked enemy wrbiaves atd he wasn't o threar, the Germans
Tuskegee r il rangets aefare puve Forth AERL VT 1r the Snait

gy thels thight home. vas a prroner of wa, rmakin with
Alrmen, and a As they passed o ht whar heele tood and hear the Germun
very special thank you to vard Budapest, swo of the [t supphied o ther prison cainps. but
4 o f d awan 1o conunue snerding 3 Jot of amie in hospitale, whes
Céptmn S _ t b b Smath he was treated for dysenten
;‘:ﬁ‘ﬁ:gi:?‘ p'“"‘m?ﬂi;:f%em luctar meas earlier he o, and imunes sustamed fiont i
D(.a::dmﬁm&ammhmmwm; tine after destroving Cr
€ar a Ph D, in Linsiel enginvering d 3Lt ol : : gl
tapest i i & WIS )
! M § Y 13 Nt ' "
1 “Luther Smith has contributed , e 3t O 2t el W i
| significantly to the achievement Py hit tear bere, bt hu enguries ‘
! of racial equality in the US. and } PR Let. Aie Forck: dranitd Tt ¥
. d a shor that would en T2 Nt milits COT W
I the world and helped change iliEn : > Of
' ‘ the face of the U.S, military in a ‘| bor somizthueg, | thonght & was an uels Stnths hite cant had
{ remarkably short pesiod of nmwrunoen dsmp | don’t know what it een ¢ nubrary aaator
| L vas, but thiere was a huge exploston ad puon was no lomer op m Whs
| tme. slew up 1 my face” 1y L CTCATE A New future for
! —P Barry Buder, UL Colege of Engimeering dean As the planc flew through the fireball puih =8 back on his educaticn
[ glase of Stmth's cockpe shattered. The ith tv ars of schooling m
l ~Cagtain Smith never appeared buckled Parv of the Mustngs red- ngmcerng and the pramise of the G
X npped tarl was blown offk His winginan Bk, Sith setumed to the Unsverary «
| bitter and even questioned why 2 ham an urgent mssage:“Sinith lowa te vonplete s mechanical
what he did was such 3 big deal. voure leaking fuel enmineermg studics. It turnad out thar
: Yet, | realized that, given all of ‘jl:n as | reached dimwa ro swiich o carning hiv ST W the casy part
N the tu? ank.” South recally, ) shouaght the Alter graduanng m 1450, ke tried
the difficulties in our lives auplanie kit somethmyg 1t practicaily 1more 1 vear to Lind a jok, but
today, much of our efforts pale supped in the sky. The vackpn nobody wanted a black engineern. He
in comparison to the fife of u,umcdw h t-'xi- "l Srt ag:};z od t;: 1 pesmo;);;(,
. x plane wasnt rall. v w (GE} and was turne W
Captain Smith. Without hiz leaking engine coclam thoughy 2 few maooths tater be reoened 4
efforts, ours would be e had o ges out of the plane but he  letter fiom company ofticals ask 1
considerably more difficuit.” Idn't jump vt withour heearyg
—Victo/ Gu Roggers. fonner O drovessor f g 20 Snuth i L :hhm!’:‘sémeszz‘::imhlﬁi Mustang
1 chenucal and biochemica! engintesing and Ethiic and hegan 10 Tuim ¢ s fighter sircraft at an airbase in Maly. Kneelng on
| inchution Efion for lows Enginesring direciot In tha 1 ] e bady €ould he wing i his brother, Howard W. Smith, 2 master
| i P 1o Mustang sergeant in the Corps of Army Engineers
18 - ftowa Afumn Megazine




o contart them. They we vk It
cou fus 08, :
was ye L carned why
Frer At w sl His wdfe,
Lon contact and reprisnanded

the company | g her hushand
Lecaiise o) rsce.)

Regrdless. GE inade 3 goad cnowe
nd Luther Smith made the wast of bis
backup plan. Dunng his 37 years with mic

company, Smith used s knowiedue of

f che vesse T e
pumps to gl t '
seeped in throweh < ropellor shat
Thanks ta the G 1ect, ULS, INavy
whinarines became cter and much
e encimy o detecz
Phese aic !  TaslapTopial
Sreh can tals i 1 i other GE
pl'QJL‘m—I: [§5] X< \’!‘1'."!%‘
capalnlity 1o et Lusssta

uring the ! War—tenam classitied

smith had to face the harsh realities of

life hefore the civil rights movement.

flving and lus engmeenng educatim to
file for six patents. The government patci
otfice swarded hum two
It was the cardy 19308 and derospac
engineering was Just guitig att the
around. Planes were Jvang faster, farther
and higher. They had o be ride of
matenals that were sironger and bgheer
and yet able to withstand Ingher pressares
and temperatures than they ever had
before. It was op to Srmth ané the other
ngmeers at GE 10 help develop these
technoiogies
Early in his careet Symch was assigned
o work a 2 constant to Wernker Voo
Braun, the Germian saenost i charge of
rocket development for NASA Semathi
perfected  means of scaling fuel
onuaiiers and propellaats sz leaks fiy
the German suentst The meult was
randem seal with a rubber-hike fine
wlering the Grse hne of proiccuon gt
feaks, and a serond seal, nade of seel,
provihing, baghup
smith employed suler technulogy to
help the government creai sifent
ubmannes 19«
suby were
squipped with
tronger seals to
ep
water

Dievpite bis o prafeewonal
sacuesses, Luther th feli the etfects of
discrimnatien, cven tollowang s auiitany
werize and after beang hired by GE Otten
hhe ol to travel south trow hes bame in
New York or Pennsviants for buanes, s
was there. i places like Alabaria and
Forda, that Smuh had 1o tace the harsh
realiues of hie hefare the eral nights
povement

On z business trip o Humsvalle,
Alabama. Smch had 1o drop oft s peers
st 2 white hotel and then drve acros
town 1o another hotel walling to accept
Fdacks.

In Florida, Smath coubd stay m the
hatels, bur he wasa't allowed 1o cat 23 The
dining rooms. A busines dnmer in hi
hotel room didint wund very protesa
ey he called the hotel preadens and wold
harn 2bout bis ddemma. Later, one ot the
men teavehng wath Simth receved 2 call

m the hote! manager “The dinmg
room and all other amenines,” the
sanager wud, "are avatlable o Mr. Soush
a5 lomg as he 153 gue hhere.”

Ac his career progiessed, Smuk was
able 1o take larger sseps towand fighting
racisin. W he headed part of 3 defense
contract, Smith was responsible for
choosung the company he'd work warh 1
trmg the project o irunon He was
ng a firm in Texay, but he was war af

race relatzons in the Soutd. so he
faced s concern and visited the

(=2
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coappany. Yoy company e al the top ot
e list he told offiqals there “bur Thn
hlack.” It e would have o tace
Jiseramimanon while workig with them,
sawth went on, he'd po ekewhere The
-ppany agread so his rerms T was the
pressur: of cCos s Stmth says
Toeday, lLuther Snuth and his wate
n 1 modest home near
s Villanova Universsey, With a
rioht ey thars about sevey mches shottes
than his kit due to the plane cush and
later bune wnfecnons he sutfered, he moves
Jowh with the help of nve black caaes.
L1 b chunered kome office, he keeps
veral medals he received for serving lus
santry: his Purple Heart. Disungmshed
Flying Cros:, hus Air Medal w sth six Qak
L eaf Clusters. his Mediterrancan Theater
Campaigh Ribbons, and his Prsaner of
War Medal Though the war connnues to
take a 1oll én ke bady, Seuch ralks about
his service 1 che tmheary wath a snule on
hic face He can't help bug be proud of ha
fellow Red-Taled Angels.
sennth also cononues o work to et
the revogmtion he brheves the Tuskegee
Armen deserve 11 1995 he and severa
ather +eierans accompaned Presdens Bl
¢Yatan 1o Eurmpe tor the 30th
mroversary ot VE-Day. On the fhg
homie, he managed to convince Togo
\Wess, then secrctary of the ULS. Army and
head of the LS. Sith anniversany
celebration commamorating the vnd of
World War 11, that the Tuskegee Ammmnen
deserved thewr vwn memcersal
West agrerd. Suggosung a memor |t
Arlington Naoonal Cemetery to be
funded by the Tuskegee Airmen and
supported by the gowernmernt I'he deal
was made, On Nevember 10, 1995, Snnth
me of she osher Tuskegee Asrnen
gathered just atnund the corner from: the
wmb of the Unknown Soldser o szand
before their own memorial—s3 tee and &
commemorative plague—at it Jedicanon
£OTENOMY
A decade later, Smith 15 one af only
sbosas 200 Tuskepee Aurmien suil iving.
Although he's 88 years old, hes
commiitted 10 educanng peeple zbout the
Tuskegee Arrmen and 18 WTIINg 2 book o
tgcument his experiense as 4 black man
e & white mibitary He revels i the ole
of soryrelter Ater dll, says Smnki: "Rac
equality 1 Amenica stari=d in the ckies
wver Europe”

| s,

Moureen Harmon s a sanior aditar at Penn Stater
magazine and & freelance wrics based ' ceatral
Penniy:vania.
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THE FLIGHT OF A TRUE HERO
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Luther Smith and three of his fellow advanced
aviation cadets at Tuskegee Army Air Field in
1943 (clockwise from left): Maurice Esters, of
Webster City, lowa, who died in World War II
combat over Yugoslavia; Joseph Gomer, of Iowa
Falls, lowa; Smith; and John Briggs, of St. Louis,
Mo. (seated in cockpit)
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Judith D, McNamara, Regeni

Jean Marie Car-diwell Chapter of DAR
1907 - 35th Syreet

Des Moines. 1A 30310

Dear Ms. MceNamara.

Itis a pleasure to offer my suppon in the nomination of Jowa native Luther Smith for the
Daughters of the American Revolution Medal of Honer. Futher's record as a miliary aviator
exemplifies many o1 the guiding principles of this counury — patriotisi. a strong work ethic.
perseverance, accomplishinent and bravery.

As a captain in the U.S. Air Force. Luther Smith flew 133 combat missions in WWII, and was an

iginal member of the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. His last mission resulied in his spending the
remainder of the war as a POW. Following the war, Luther retired from active service with the
rank of Captain, receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with six Qak Leaf
Clusters, as well as the Purple lleart.

Not only did Luther Smith put Lis country before his life, he also served as a pioneer in the fight
for racial equality, both in his military life 2nd as a civilian. His 8ctions serve as an inspiration to.
us all. He would be a deserving recipient of the DAR Medal of Honor

Thank you in advance for your favorable consideration.

Sincerely.

AL Coanct/

Leonard L. Boswel
Member of Congress

1 Redle

_No. 8
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June 8, 2007

Letter of Recommendation on behalf of Luther Smith
To Whom Tt May Concern:

I ar pleased to write this letter of recommendatiorn on bekalf of
Mr., Luther Smith for the DAR Medal of Honor.

Mr. Smith served his country with honor, earning the
Distinguished Fiying Cross, the Air Medal with six Oak Leaf
Clusters and the Purple Heart. Mr. Smith flew 123 combat
missions before being captured by the Germans in 1944. Mx. Smith
survived several months of captivity as a prisomer of war before
baing released and sent back to the United States. Upon his

. discharge fzom the military Mr. Smith wen:z on to become an
accomplished Aerospace Engineer with General Electric.

I hope that you will give this Iowa native the comsideration that

be deserves for the DAR Medal of Honcr. I appreciate . your
attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

CﬁdzdﬂaCLéf ./-72:¢‘212;3{:L§/

Charles E. Grassley
United States Senator

CEG/pb
AANKING MEMBES Cammigsy; Assignments Co-Cramdman,
#INANCE BUDGET INTERNATIONAL NARCGTIC

DICIARY CONTROL CAUCUS
AGRICULTURE
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S=ESTER TULVER OFFICF OF THE GO"ERNOR

FLTTY JUDGE
GOVERNDR LT GAVEANCS
July 3. 2007

To Whom It May Concern

On behalt of the State of lowa, we would like to nominate Luther Smith for the
Daughters of the Amencan Revolution Medal of Honor

As the most prestigious honor awarded by the Daughiers of the American
Revolution the Medal of Honor is only given to an individual who has shown
extraprdinary leadership, trustworthiness, service and patriotsm in addition to
making a lasting contridution to our Amsncan herntage. We fee! that Mr. Smith
smbodies each of these charactenstics and 15 an deal choice for this
tremendous honor

. An cnginal member of the Tuskegee Airmen Mr Smith served his country
bravely and proudly In addition tc his military service he also receswved two
tents while working as an enginesr for General Electnec and continued 1o break

racial barriers while paving the way for others who came after him

3
As one of the first Afnican-American aviators in the U.S Air Force, Mr. Smith has
already been awarded numerous nonors, including the Congressional Gold
Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple
Heart, eight European and Mediterranean Theaters Campaign Ribbons and the
Prisoner of War Medal We fee! that it is only fitting that this American hero also

be awarded the DAR Medal of Honor.
oty e

Patty Judge
Lieutenant Governor

STATE CAPITCL DES MO NES. IDwa 58312 S18.281.5211 FaX S15 281 6611 WWWGOVERNGR STATE 1a.uS

E
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May 23, 2007 T

Judith D. McNamara, Regent

Jean Marie Cardinell Chapter. DAR
1907 35" Street

Des Moines. 1A 50310

Dear Ms. MgNamare

1 am writing to you to recommend wholcheartedly that Luther Smith be
recognized with the Medal of Honor of the Deughters of the American Revolution. As a
former Navy pilot, | have a keen appreciation for Luther’s exiraordinary record as a
combal aviator. After training with the Tuskegee Airmen, he flew more combat missions

133 in all ~ during World War II than any other 17.S. pilot. And he lived to tell the 1ale

Bear in mind that, grior to World War [1, African-Americans were barred from
service as U.S, military pilots. Bui, in 1941, Congress forced the Army Air Corps 1o
form an all-black combat aviat:on uni. They were an elite group. They trained in
Tuskegee, Alabama. and saw combat in North Africa and Eurepe, where they were
renowned for their fighting skiils. In truth, the Tuskepee Airmen fought nvo wars: One
against the Nazi Luftwaffc. and one against the racism they confronted at home and
within the military. Let the record show that the Tuskegee Airmen won both of these
wars.

Howevcer. the Luther Smith story doesn’t stop there  He came home from the war,
afier having been a held as a prisoner of war for several months, to take a leaderstir role
in breaking down barriers of racism and discnimination. lie earned a degree in
mechanical encineering studies from the University of lowa. and was hired by General
Electrie, where he worked for 37 vears as an aerospace engineer. Luther’s work
included such activities as consuhinz with Wernher Von Braun. who was in charge of
jockel developiment for NASA, and helping the government to create silent submarines.

SEERST AN, ‘6 VAL NG T STRERY 208 BRADY S RECT MIWEST UTH STREFY TH CTREZ
SUITL 3D T3 FIDIRA. AULIING SUETE XT3 376 FEDLRAL BUALDING 110 TEDEAAL B iung
=DaR RAPOS, INE20DY 3 MOINES b& SIDCY DAVENTIIRT 14 L 25N GUBUOUE. A 825 QTAN CITY A 5¢

BRI T B A WY R VY T e S ady s eiws
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hort of amazing. He is a shining example of an American who lives and breathes the
srinciples of duty, honor. and country. | cannot imagine anyone more worthy of being
1onored by the DAR with the prestigious Medal of Honor.

Attachment No. 8

Sincerely, 24
————t 3 i

i ‘I { l_ 3 '.?J )
Tem Harkin
{ ‘nited S:ates Szpator
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Camp Dodge
7105 NW 70” Avenue
Johnston, lowa 50131-1824

Tune 2007

National Society Dzughters of the American Revolution
1776 D St NW
Washington D.C. 20006

DAR Medal of Honor Selection Committee,

I wholeheartedly s pport the recommendation of Luther Smith for the Daughters' of the American
Revolution Medal of Honor. 1 am writing this letter to express my total support of Luther and his
worthiness of being the recipient of the prestigious DAR Medal of Honor. I have known Luther for
several years and am totally unpressed with the professionalism and compassion that he has
demonstratad in gll avenues of his life

As a fellow fighter pilot. | am particalarly impressed with the superb results that the Tuskegee
Aimmnan had as they flew over 200 escort missions during World War 11 without the loss of a single
bomber — a record unmaiched by any other fighter group. The 332nd Fighter Group. to which Luthe
belonged, was awarded the Presideatial Unit Citation for its longest bomber escort 1o Berlin,
Germany. March 24. 1945, They desiroyed three German ME-262 jet fighters and damaged five
additional jet fighters. The tenacious bomber escort cover previded by the 332nd "Red Tail" fighters
often discouraged enemy fighter pilots from attacking the bombers that they escorted. Luther,
himself, shot down two German fighter planes and destroved 10 German aircraft on the ground.

The Tuskegee Airmen were dedicated, determined young men who volunteered to become America's
tirst Black miilitary airmen. Lutker Smith epitomized this kind of commitment throughout his life,
Afier the war, he went to college. earned his degree as an engineer and then worked for General
Electric for 37 years. This validates his commiunent to organizational goals and values that made
him successful in all phases of his life. From the handling of a serious in-tlight emergency during the
war when his aircrait was severely damaged due to having two of six filed patents approved when he
worked for General Eleciric. Luther Smith bas demonstrated over and over again that he is a "hero".

These are but a few examples of the successes of Luther Smith. [, therefore. strongly recommend hir
for the selection for the DAR Medal of Honor. Luther is definitely one of America's heroes and is
most deserving of this recognition.

= T~

RON DARDIS
Major General. lowa National Guard
The Adiutani General
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1524 Highway 169
Winterset, 1A 50273
June 7. 2007

O WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

[ would like to 1ake this opportunity to express my personal support for the Jean Marie
Cardinell Chapter nomination of Luther H. Smith to receive the DAR Medal of Honor,
I'm proud to call Luther Smith an lowan and a patriot. His military and civilian careers
have both been exceptional by any measure.

Luther Smith was a member of the Tuskegee Airmen, the highly trained bomber escort
pilots. They were famous for how well they performed their mission to safely escort
bombers (o and from their targets and protect them from enemy fighter planes,

Luther Smith flew 133 missions, destroyed aircraft in the air and on the ground, and was
awarded the Distinguisked Flying Cross, Air Medal with 6 Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple
Hear. and the Prisoner of War Medal afier spending seven months in a German POW
camp.

Luther Smith earned a B.S. in mechanical engincering at the University of lowa in 1950
and a master’s degree in engineering from Pennsylvania State University in 1977. He
went to work for General Electric Company in 1951, and he worked for GE’s Missile anc
Space Operations as an aerospace engineer until his retirement in 1988. During his time
as an engineer, Luther had many documents published, and be holds two patents. He was
awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award for Achievement from the University of lowa
Alumni Association in October 2006 and was inducted into the lowa Aviation Hall of
Fame in 1994. In March 2007, Luther Smith was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal
by the United States Congress.

Luther Smith certainly exemplifies the qualitics required of a DAR Medal of Honor
recipient: unusual and lasting contributions to his community, statc, country. and fellow
man. Luther Smith’s life has been dedicated to service, and he is a shining example of a
real Ameciican patriot.

As a member of the De Shon Chapter DAR (Boone, lowa) and a Brigadier General in the
lowa Army National Guard, I'm proud to add my personal support 10 the nomination of
Luther Smith for the DAR Medal of Honor.

_,%dl 62?7})0?40')‘—/

2 Jodi S. Tvmeson
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Luther H. Smith, A Major part of the SAE A-6 Committee

The SAE (Socicty of Engincers)is an Intemnational organization primarily devoted to preparing
standards for the transportation industry. This includes; Autos, Trucks, Trains, Airplanes. etc. These
standards are available world wide to assure there is adequate design and test paramelers established on
vehicles before they are used for transportation. The SAE, A-6 Commiitee (Aerospace Actuation,
Control & Fluid Power Systems) is responsible for setting the standards for the Aerospace Fluid
Powered Flight Controls used on the worlds civil as well as the military aircraft. Engineers from that
particular industry are responsible for identifying the need, developing the test and qualification
procedures and preparing the documents for all facets of aircraft & mussile flight controls. The A-6
Committee was founded in 1941.

Luther Smith became associated with the SAE, A-6 Committee in April of 1956 and took a great
interest in putting his “aerospace” experience to use. He became a participant in the bi-annual meetings
throughout the USA and took a special interest in promoting technical symposiums at each meeting. In
October 1963 he was placed in charge of A-6 Symposiums, assuring that meaningful technical
experiences and advances were presented at each meeting. He held this position until October 1975,
when he was selected to be the Chairman of the A-6 Commitiee. As Chairman,he provided a cohesive
leadership position assuring that meetings were productive and well organized until May of 1987.
Having served as Chairman for 12 years, he “retired™ to a staff position in the A-6 Committee as the
Chairman of Academia. In this position he took on the responsibility of contacting Universities near
meeting sites that had Enginsering programs akin to Aerospace and inviting the students to attend the A-
6 meetings to scc “Engineers at Work™. This responsibility prevailed until October 2001 when he was
hospitalized and could not atiend the meetings. Feeling left out of the participation, he volunteered to
compile a History of A-6 for the 60™ Amniversary meeting in October 2001. The fina! drafts of this 150
page book were proofed from his hospital bed.

I personally got to know Luther in 1968 at my first A-6 meeting. I found him to bave a good
perspective in the goals of the committee and a special gift of communication and getting engineers to be
effective in their various functions in the commitiee. As we say in the hydraulic pump industry, “old
pumper’s never die, they just loose their prime™.

Bruce Fuhrman
SAE A-6 Steering Council Member
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Museum and Fducation Center

Bevinen U7 A810 e s Govcaress Meworial To Binefe Aud Feinale Soldi

Judith D. McNamara May 18, 2007
Regeat

Jean Marie Cardinell Chapter. DAR

1907 55™ Street

Des Moines. 1A 50310

i Dear Regent McNamara
[t is with great pleasure that [ recommend Luther H. Smitk for the DAR
A Mcdal of Honor.

Des Moines native Captain Luther Smith flew 133 combat missions. During
this period Captain Smith had two enemy aircraft kills and destroyed ten
encmy aircraft on the ground. He also became a prisoner of war on his final
flight over Yugoslavia in October 1944, Badly injured in the crash. he
survived months of captivity and stateside hospitalization to later become a
prominent Aerospace Engineer with General Flectric.

In May 1995, he was selected by President William Clinton as one of seven
veterans to accompany him to Europe for the S0™ Anniversary of World Wa
Two. Captain Smith was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air
Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters and the Purple Heart during his time in the
service to his country.

As a person who has served his country and distinguished himself as an
American, | strongly recommend Luther H. Smith.

Sincerely,
/
L S A AP
W. Caesgr Smuth, Sr.

Co-Director
Fort Des Momnes Museum and Education Center
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From: "Gordon L Smith” <gordon | smith@chase.com>

To: "idmcnamara” <jdmcnamara@mchsi.com>

Cc: "Hansen, Marc" <manhansen@desmoine.gannett com>

Sent: Monday, June 29, 2009 2:57 PM

Subject: Dad's iowa Roots

,1

ave sent a |=tter 1o Suzanne Sv : C tor a7 thr Pennsylvania Vete e
Pennsylvania 61 5-07881 an f tosen pies of the DVD priorto t
f (1] ng
uhrman cn s in the Soztet Automoti naers will il ing you
&3 ERS ng a
prepare infcimation for the Alrport Commission members | b D

owa rocts Dad's father (Luther B Smith Sr ) was on2 of the devel erstt d '
Methodist Church ta its present location Ir Des Moines in 1612 Dad's father in law (Delbert r a

racuat wa State Uni t tt he of ) porn :

= te of the 13 C of 1550} ¢ {1 ters (i
ted into the Universii awe | Hall ama he t
- Zlunn n a's &g 1oft Tia | t
£ e i, Mesres) Hall of F nd into th atho
ol fam
o1 need thing e 1 me
“"‘F:_ 2 o
zordpn

From: jdmcnamara [maiito:jdmenamara@mcisi.com]
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 5:07 PM

To: Gordon L Smith

Subject: Re: Hi

Gordon, There are g that sits on the airport board. Could you send enough for each? Also the articie from GE. |
can make copies here. How about another DVD and | wili send it to Sally Mason up @ University of lowa who |
am trying to contact for help. The board meets July 7th, nol meaning to put t0o much pressure on you. All the
letters | sent DC for the DAR Medal of Honor ! still have those and wilt copy them for each of the board members.

Judy
— Original Message —
From: Gaition L Smith
To: jgmenamara
Sent: Frday, June 26, 2008 9:59 AM
Subject: RE: Hi

6/29/2009
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fudith D. McNamara, Chapter Regent
DAUGHIERS OF THE

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

1907 35th Street

Des Moines, IA 30310

Dear Ms. McNamara:

[ wish 1o lend my v. _ strong support to the nomination of Luther H. Smith for th
DAR Gold Medal.

[_uther Smith. 2 World War IT Fighter Pilot in the 332nd Fighter Group (T uskegee
Airmen) flew 133 missions in combat. He was wounded by an exploding hombed tarzet
on his last mission. Severely wounded, Luther was a war pnsoner for some scven
months. His injuries left one leg shorter than the other. He has had many surgeries 10
allow him to be somewhat mobile and was discharged from the military because of his
i

Luther later went on to become an Aerospace Engineer for General Electric. He
had a seven year career with GE while getting at least 2 patents for the company.

Mr. Smith suffered much discrimination but was able to have a brilliant and
productive career while overcoming many obstacles.

Sincerely. &

Gt AR i Yot SO
fanmes li:l’ﬂmﬁan N
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the final chaoter of "Acceptng
the Challenge. A Tuskagee
Arman's Story.” The last
chapter will be tided, "A
Grateful Nation Remembers ”

On Mareh 28 3t 1 p.m., in the
august rotunda of the nation's
Capitol, he and aboutl 300 of
his surviving World War 11
colleagues will be awarded lhe
Congressional Gold Medal of
Honor, the highest henar
swarded to a civilian by
Congress

“II's goirig 1o be quite awesome,” he said dunrg an interview this week. "I'm definitely
tooking forward to it | am truly honored lo be recognized by the government of the
United States after €2 years, since Weorld War i *

Smith. still aricuiate and spry at 86, and s ‘ellow airmen will join the ranks of such
prestigious medal recipienis as George Washington (the first racipient), the Wright
brothers. Winston Churchill and Rosa Parks.

The Tuskegee Airmen broke the colar bamier as the first Afnican-American fighter
pilcts - the American milltary. They trained as aviators in the Army Air Corps, the
precursor of the Air Force, al the Tuskegse Army Airfield n Tuskegee. Ala.

The Alrican-Ameyricen pilots, who trained ai segregatad facilitizs, endured bigotry on
the ground in Ameyica while encounteripg ensmy fire in the air in Europe. Despite

56 Obslacles, e pilols achieved a stellar flying record: 4,578 combat missions,
cestroying or damaging 408 enemy aircraft and logging 200 successiul sirategic
bomber escort missions over Eurcpe.

Smith. who as a child growing up in Ces Moines, lowa. listened with awe the radio
news reports of Charles Lindbergh's famed soic flight across the Atlantic, dreamed of

7007



§  news repanis of Charles Lindbergh's famed solo flicht across the Atlatic, dreamed of Attactment No. 8
(’ﬂl‘ ’('ll_f-' becoming an aviator. His dream became reality when hz served two towrs of guly in
Eae fiadl  Eurcpe for a total ot 133 combat missions

]Jét/w Hios _;

Itwas durirg his 133rd mission, on Oct. 13, 1944, while strafing a freight yard near
Lake Balaton, Hungary. that his P-£1 Mustang was hit by debris from exgioding fue!
tankers. His plane disablec and engulfed in flames, he was forced 10 eject, and he
lost consciousness as he parachuted, landing in  ree near Zagreb. Yugosiavia.
Seriously injured he was capiured by the Germans.

He was transported 1o prison samp Stalag 18-A 2nd  <id for sevan months, including
n a naspitel, until the end of the war.

Alter facing the bigotry and nigors of becoming pne of the frst African-American

m tary aviawors, fzeing the perils of hostile skies over Europe mission after mission
for 2 year and a hal’, and surviving 2jection rom F s disabled aircraft and than being
imprisoned by the Nazis with a fractured hip, followed by years of hospital treatment
for his injuries he considers himself quite a fortunate men and is proud 1o have
served his country He said of the 892 African-Americars who were {rained as
miltary aviators in the war he was cne of the 450 assigried 1o oversess combal
missiors. Cf these. 6% were killed in action and 32 became prisaneis of war.

"I'm very pleasec and priviieged 1o ba hare 1o talk about 1" he said

Srawth retied f-om the military in 1947 as a captain. Kis injuries sustained in his fnal
russion excluded him from pursuing a career as a civilian aviator, but he wenton to
complete his engineering studies at the University of lowa and then worked as ar
aercspace engineer with G-neral Zlactric Co. for 37 years

Teday, his inspiring story is 'old i an exhibit at the new Pennsylvania Veterans
Museum in Mecia. His dedication as a fighter pilot earned him such prestigious
medals as the Ar Medal. Purple Heart and Distinguished Flying Cross And now he
can add the Congressicnal Gold Medal of Honor

President Bush will confer the medal during the roiunda ceremeny. Other spezakers
will inctude former Secretary of State Colin Powell z2nd farmer Secratary of Defense
William Cohen.

Smith, wno will iravel ta Washington with s son, Gorden, said the presemation is 2
group hoenor, tut each airman will be eligible to obtain a replica of the medal

Smith looks fo-war not only to the medal ceremony byt re oining comrade-in-arms
not seen m mare than 60 years

"We did serve togather z long tme ago.” explained STilh, "and there was a very
strong bond Mat helz us in close unty to serve our country, and know that we wzre
not particularly wanted but we wanted ‘o serve . We felt over time tha: wa were doing
a good job. It's just a privilece to be he'e and have the experience 1o be honored by
Amsarica, by the government of the United Statss
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MORRIS AND MORRIS William S. Morris
Attorneys at Law James B. Mortis 11|
1223 Center Street, Suite 24 Tele: {515) 883-3201
Des Moines, lowa 50309 Fax. {515)883-3203
May 18, 2007

Ms. Judy McNamara, Regent
Daughters of the American Revolution
Jean Marie Cardinell Chapter
1907-55th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50310

RE. Luther Smith, DAR Medal of Honor
Dcar Ms. McNamara:

This correspondence is in support of your organizations goal of awarding the DAR
Medal of Honor to Mr. Luther Smith, formerly of Des Moines.

1 have known Luther Smith since mry boyhood in the 1960's; he was an inspiration to
many young black men and boys during the post World War I period, inspiring many to
become interested in leaming to fly and in aerospace engineering. Beoth my brothers
became avid flight enthusiasts, the youngest Robert, obtaining his private pilot single
engine license at age 17 in 1975. My older brother Brad joined the Air Force ROTC in
1967 and was trained as a navigator on an A-7 attack aircraft during the Vietmam conflict.
Luther Smith overcame physical disability and racism to become the first African-
Armerican hired by General Electric Company (GE) in 1950 as an aerospace engineer.

1 canniot advocate too strongly for this man, he has been an inspiration by example for two
generations of black men and women in lowa and across the nation. His status as a
combat pilot in the legendary Tuskegee Airmen during World War II only adds to his
distinguished background. Mr. Smith is definitely worthy of consideration for the DAR
Medal of Honor.

~

: Sincerely yours, ;

74 i d
Wifliam S Morris
WSM:mgr
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National Society Daughters of the Amencan Revolltidh”

Linda Gist Cahita, President Geaeral

AMIERICANISEM COMMITTEL - Lausa McCnihs Kessles, Nagonal Chairman
PO Box 18, Newpent, N YT 1R Fomad Phane (GOX BHA-TR8Y

October |18 2007

Ms, Valenie Holmes
NEDAR Officr of Comprinte
1776 D Street N'W

Wachington, 1 € 20008

Re- LUTHER HENRY SMITH WFPAL OF HONOR 200708 410

Dear Violert

[hic letter suihorizes anproval of the DAR Medal of Honor 15 be awarded 10 Luther Henry Smith of Villanova, Pennsylvaria
The Jean Marie Cardinell Chapter, of Des Maimes, Towa e sponcaning Mr Smith and the presentztion will be om July 1 JINR,
at Nationa! Defense Nught at the 117" Continental Congress.

e, Smith was bor on Sepiember 27. 1920, in Des Moines. lowa to Luther Henry and 1da Green Smith. both rf whom were very
active in the Unitzd Methodist Chireh whepe Lisher's father worked as 2 minister Smith’s imteredt in aviation hemma ar a very
early age when he drew 2 picture of an airplane for his sceond grade cfass, “The only thing on mind.” says Smith “was that ]
wanted 1o ke an aviator 1ike Charles Lindbergh © His wisk wes 1o hecome a mibitary ovinior, sven though, due (o matism there
were no black aviators m the 19307,

He kept his dream a secret 3nd quietly prepared academically by enrolling in the Untversity of lowa m | 938 1o study enginesrm
By the rme Smuh 1o the university ' 1040, the militam wac not any closer te accepling blacks in fis ranks, s¢ Smith enre'led m
Civilian Pilot Training Course, a program established by the povernment to tran prlots in the case of » national emergency That
emergency came on December 7, 1941,

While 1n the air. Smith heard the urgent radic message “All aircraft return to their airponis immedatety = L'pon landing, he learmed
that Pear] Harbor had been bombed That same vear, the U S, Air Foree hegan to train biack aviators at Alabama’s Tuskegee Armd
Air Fleld and at Tuskegee Instinge. a black college in Alabama. Eaming the distinction as one of the firsi black people in America
10 hecome a licemsed piloL. Smith made the transition as a cadet to the U.S. Alr Force’s training facility in Alabama. He graduzied
as a second liewenant in 1943, begmning his military career flying P-51 Musngs, which escoried American bombers to and from
their targets

As a member of the 332 Tuskepee Airmen, Secord Licutenamt Smith was deployed to the European Theater. Within eight
months of his deployment he logged 137 missions. His final assignment of World War It - Na 133, was scheduled for Friday,
October 13, 1944 Parachuting while unconscious out of his burming P-S1 Mustang aircrafi, Smith came to rest in 2 rree, where
German soldiers took him captive, imprisoning him for seven months. When Allied soldiers liberaied the prison camps, Smith
weighed 70 pounds He spent the next two years in and out of hospitals in the United Statss, His injiries proved so severe that the
US Air Force granted hum earty retirement al the age of 27

Captain Smith’s military swards include. the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, the Purple
Hear:, cight European and Mediterranean Theatre Campaign Ribbons and the Prisoner of War Medal The 332" Fighter Group. 10
which Captain Smith belonged, was awarded the Presidential Unit Caation for its longest bombzr escort to Berlin, Germany,
March 24, 1945 They destroved thres German ME-262 jet fighters and damaged five addivoral jet fishiers
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As Smith could no longer fulfill his lifelong dream of serving as a military aviator, he returned to the University of lowa, whert
with the promise of the Gl Bill, he earned a B.S. degree in mochanical engineering. Ge:cral Electric hired him in 1951, whare b
became the first African-American acrospace engineer o work for their Missile and Space Operations in Philadelphia; 8 pesitior
he retained for 37 years, Captain Smith's work included such activities such as consulting with scientist Wemner Von Braun, whe
was in charge of rocket development for NASA, and belping the governmen create silent submarines. He also holds twa LS

patents,

Upon his retirement from General Electric in [988. Captam Smith remained committed to educating people about the Tuskeget
Airmen He is in the process of writing a book to document his experience as a black man in a white military where he believe:
“Racial equality in Amcrica sianed in the skies over Europe.™

Congressman Leonard Boswell of fows relays “Not only did Luther Smith put his country before his hie, he also served as ¢
pioneer in the fight for racial equality, both in his miltary life and as a civilian. His actions serve as an iaspiration fo us all.”

Presidant Clinton selected Capiain Smith s ane of seven velerans, o accompany him 1o Europe for the 50® Anniversary of Work
War 11 in 1995, He also served on the Architect-Engineer Jury that chose the design for the World War 11 Memorial, and workec
lirelessly to gain recognition for the contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen. In June 2004 he headed the 60® anniversary celebratior
of the Tuskegee Airmen’s achievement: escorling American heavy strategic bombers on 200 missions throughout Europe withou
the Jos$ of a single bomber to enemy aircraft.

Captain Smith received the Society of Automotive Engincers, Acrospace International, Frank!m W. Kolk Aerospace Industry
Award. in 2006 he received: an honorary doctorate degree in public service from Tuskegee University, a Universicy of low
Distinguished Alumm Award for Achievement and was inducted mto the iowa Aviation Hail of Fame. In March of 2007 be wa:
presented the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian award bestowed by the U.S. Congress.

U S. Senator Tom Harkin of lowa says of Smith “Luther Smiths” accomplishments and his service 10 our nation have been nothing
short of amazing He is a shining example of an American who lives and breathes the principles of duty, honor, and country.
csnnot imagine anyone more warthy of being honored by the DAR with the prestigious Medal of Honor.™

We recognize Capiain Luther Henry Smith 25 an outstanding American citizen who has served his country and his community
with distincticn. We commend him for his leadership, trustworthiness, and patriotism and we salule him for his oustanding service
10 the United States. Recognizimg his exemplary military accomplishments and hss outstanding eiforts of educanng current and
future generations about the Tuskegee Airmen, we, therefors salute him with our highest award, the National Society Daughtors of
the American Revolution Medr! of Honor

A letter of suthorization has been sent to J. E. Caldwell Co. along with a check in the amount of $39.
Please send the certificate to:

The Office of the President General, NSDAR

Attn: Martha Lawrence

1776 D Street NW

Washingtor, DC 286006-5303

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and please contact me 1f you need additional information,

Smcerely,

Laura McCrillis Kessler

ce: Judith D. McNamara, Chapter Regent
Doasz Ragner, State Americanisin Chsirman
DiAnne B. Lerud-Chubb, lowa State Regent
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JUbDY
From: “Mike Rowley” <mjri825@gmail.com>
To: <chunter@dmyeg.com>, <lfandel@dmreg.com>; <ietters@dmreg. com>

Sent: Sunday, July 05, 2009 2:39 PM
Subject: Please consider for a letter to the editor or as an opinion/editonal

Please consider for letter to the editor or op/ed article

Like many of my fellow Iowans, I celebrated the 40 of July by attending and
participating in Independence Day Parades. Those 1 attended were in Urbandale
and Corydon, lowa.

While marching in Color Guard uniforms with one of my Central Iowa Chapter,
Sons of the American Revolution compatriots; a 20 years old University of lowa
student. I was struck by his comment in the first 5 minutes of the walk. “That is the
most respect a police officer has ever shown me,” he said. As my young compatriot
had passed the Urbandale police officer, the officer had come to attention and
offered a salute.

I suspect the police officer was showing his respect for the uniform and what it
represented, that being the sacrifices that were made by all who wore it during our
country’s fight for liberty.

We all have cheered for our favorite teams as we recognize them take the field in
their uniforms. We often listen a bit more closely to those in the “uniforms” of
doctors, nurses, clergy and others who represent a group worthy of respect.

I have often wondered if it is the greatness of “the group” that raises individuals to
accomplish great things or the other way around. Is it the greatness of individuals
that elevates the group?

We often honor individuals not only because they represent “the best” of the group
but also because by honoring the individuals we are honoring the group they were a
part of.

It is for this reason that I heartily endorse the effort to re-name the Des Moines
International Airport after Captain Luther Smith. Many are aware that Luther (a
member of the Tuskegee airmen) was born and raised in Des Moines and learned
how to fly at our airport, that he was a highly decorated pilot and was shot down in
1944 and became a POW. Sadly many others are not. By honoring this great
citizen of our city, state and country we will allow generations to come to the
opportunity to continue to be elevated to greatness by the example he and his group
set for us.

71672009
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Thanks,
Mike Rowley

1825 NW 129'® Street
Clive, Iowa 50325

515-975-0498 M.JR1825@gmail.com

Past President Iowa Society of the Sons of the American Reveolution
Member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Member Iowa Mayflower Society

Member Iowa Rifles Color Guard

Member General Society of the War of 1812

7/6/2009
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The Des Miones Ragistes O

r great country that’s saving thank vou.”

Rangel, D-N.Y.

WWII's black fliers

BINRES A"SOCMTED PRESS

mber of the Tuskegee Airmen during the Congressional
day in the Capitol Rotunda in Washington, D.C

father served as a pilol in
\Worid War 11 and flew with a
group of young men who made
many sacrifices to defend their
country.

“Yer for all they sacrificed.
and all they lost, in a wayv they
were ven foriunate because
they never had the burden of
having their evety mission.
their every success. their

every failure viewed 1hrough
the color 6f their skin,” he
said. “Nohody experted them
to bear the dailv humiliations
while wearing the uriform of
their country”

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-la.,
sa’d thar the Jowans “blazed
2 new trall for Africar eri-
cans bath m the milit

throughou! Arnerica., that

Tuskegee Airmen
from lowa

Witiiam ¥. Bibb® (Dttumwia:,
James E. Bowman (Des
Moines:, Russell L. Collins
‘Davengort; Maurice V,
Esters® 'Wabster City) “Joseph
P. Gomer (iowa Falls); Thurman
£. Spriggs (Des Mumnes)
Robert L. Martin (Dubugus)
George R. Milter (Des Momes!
Ciarence A. Otiphant” |Council
fufts); Robert M. Parkey®
Des Momes), Luther H. Smith
{Des Moines); Rabert W.
Wiltiams™ (Ottumwa),

' Optazeel
LETe Wz JOvRrT a5 office

their accomplishments in the
sities “imitated slow but steady
changes to deplorable segre-
gation policies here at home

Gov. Chet Culver also con-
gratulated the lowa airmen.
“These Amencan heroes
bravely defended ow country
despiie betng discriminated
agamst because of their race.
They defended the Unued
States during WWTl with hon-
or and courage. even as their
fellow Americans subjected
them to bigotry and hare,”

Bowman recailed how, dur-
ing his ime as an arman, he
once 1k the train from Chi-
cago 10 his post in Louisville
Ky He amived with §100 in
his pocket late at aight and
hungry

But as & bluck mar in e seg-
regated Southern city, there
was nowhere he could eat
dinner The only restauranis
enen were for whites only.

“I was 2 hotshot ailot,” he
said “I though: | was some-
bodyv — until I got ready 1o eat
a2 hamburger”™

Regigter Statl Writer Tem Barton
contribuied o this arlicle
fReporier Jase Bogman can be
teached al (2023 906-8137 o @l
ncrman@dmreg.com
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It's not people, it’s not polit

Congress deco

A Des Moines veieran
chohes up as he receives
his long-overdue medal

By JANE NDRMAN

BISIETER WASHINETDY BUREAL

*Washington, D.C. Six
decades after the Tuskegee
Airmen overtame slurs and
preqjudics to become ihe firs
black airmen 1n the US.
military, their naiion honored
them Thursday with the Con-
gressional Gold Medal.

More than 200 airmen whao
sarved in World War II gath-
ered at the LS. Capitaf for
preseniation of the medals,
the highest civilian honor be-

- ... Stowed by Con-
SN gTess. Not only
¥ . congressiona
leaders but elso
President Bush
4 came 10 pay
tribute.

i Fer James
Bowman Bowman, 84, of
Des Moines, &n
airman at Tuskeges, it wac
a highly emotional moment
“There's s much wrapped up
in it.” Bowman said afterward
so choked up he could hardiy
speak. “li's a once-in-a-life-
time thing.”

The former Des Moines
schools associate superinien-
dent drearned “about how one
day peaple will recognize vou
as just an American, and that’s
all vou wanrt.”

The presence of the presi-
dent ar the ceremony meant
thar “we can't go any higher
to share with these great
heroes the fact that it’s not
people, 1t's noi politicians, 1’s
2ur greal country that's saying
thank vou,” said Rep. Chatles
Rangel, D-N.Y.

The airmen. now in thei- 80s
or older, filed slowly mito the
Capitol rotunda jor the cer-

awirinyv came in uwhealrhsiee

and others with walkers ar ox-
ygen tanks. One proudly wore
his old military uniform.

A wave of applause and
cheers crashed down on them
from hundreds of relaiives,
friends znd onlockers in the
sianding-room-only  crowd
packed into the vast stont
chambs=r.

It was 144) when Presiden:
Franklin Roocseveli created
an all-hlack flight program a’
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama
cshorily after a lawsuil was
filed by the NAACP o force
the military 10 accept blacks
2s pliots

Eventuallv. the airmen fiew
more than 15,000 combat
soriies. According to the lowa
Tuskegee Airmen Memorial,
lowa had 12 graduaie airmen,
as well as others who “were
washed our for often unjust
reasons.”

Bowman said that also at
Thursday's ceremony were
four of the other Iowans whe
served as Tuskegee Airmen:
Luther Smith, Juseph Gomer,
Robert Martin and Thurman
Spriggs.

Bowman said he is leading a
drive to have tha Des Maines
airport named for Smith, whe
flew 133 corsbat missions
agzinst the Nazis before be-
coming a Germnan prisoner
of war on his final flight over
Yugoslavia in 1944, He was in-
jured but survived captivity.

Such daring came even
though blacks were assumed
by many Americarsat ke time
1o lack the intelligence or drive
to become pilots. “Nobody."
Rangel told the alrmen, “can
understand how God has given
you so much courage. from a
nation that has rejected yvou
bacause of vour color, said
vou couldn't fight, said vou
couldnt dv. said you just
wersn't worthy.”

Dusrcall T Caltionr Y «f o
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Remarks at the Groundbreaking
Ceremony for the World War 11

Memorial - Transcript

Continued from page 1.

With this memorial. we secure the memory of 16 m:ilion Americans, men and women
who took up arms in the greatest struggle humanity has ever known We hallow the
ground for more than 400,000 wizo never came home. We acknowledge a debt that can
never be repaid

We acknowledge. as well, the men and women and children of the homefrort, who
rended the factories and nourished the taith that made victory possible. remember those
who fought faithfully and bravely for freedom, even as their own fuli humanity wis
under assault, African-Americans who had to fight for the nght to fight for our couniry,
Japanese-Americans who served bravely under 2 cloud of unjust suspicion, Native
American code talkers who helped 1o win the war in the Pacific, women who taok on
new roles in the military and at home--remember how. in the heat of battle, and the
necessity of the moment, all of these folks moved closer 10 being simplv Americans

And we remember how, atter World War I1. those who won ihe war on foreign
battlefields dug deep and gave even more ro win the peace here at home. 10 give us a nev
era of prosperity, to lay the foundation for a new global society and economy by turning
old adversaries into new allics, by launching a movement for social jusiice that still lifts
uillions of Americans into dignity and opporiunity

Advertisement

1 would like 1o say once more befere | go 1o the veterans here today what 1 said in
Nommandy in 1994 “Because of you. my generation and those who have followed live ir
a time of unequaled peace and prosperity We are the children of your sacrifice, and we
thank vou torever "

But now. as then, progress 1s not inevitable; 1t requiies eternal vigilance and sacrifice
Earhier today. at the Veterans Day ceremony ai Arlington National Cemetery, we pard
tiibute 1o the fallen heroes of the United States Ship Cole, three of whom have recently
been buried at Arlington. The captain of the ship and 20 of the crewmembers were there
today We honor them

Next week 1 will go to Vietnam 1o henor the men and women America losi there, to stan
with those still seeking a full accounting of the missing But at the same ume, I want 10
give support to Vietnamese and Americans who are working together 1o build a betrer
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POW Peie Peterson. who has reminded us that we can do nothing about the past, but we
can always change the future Thai's what all of you did after the war with Germans.
lialians. and Japanese You built the world we love and enjoy todav

The wisdam this monument will give us is 10 learn from the past and look to the future
May the light of freedom that will stand at the center of this memonal mspire ever
persen who sees it (o keep the flame of freedom forever burning in the eyes of our
children and 10 keep the memory of the greatest generation warsni in the hearts o every
new generation of Americans

Thank vou, and God bless America

NOTE The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. on The National Mall. In his remarks, he
referred 1o Gen Fred F. Woerner, USA, (Ret ), Chairman, and Ambassador Haydn
Williams, Commissioner, American Battle Moauments Commission, retired Archbishop
Philip Hannan of New Orleans, a chaplain in the 82d Airborne Division, USA, during
World War I, Capt. Luther Smith, USAF. (Ret ), member of the Tuskegee Airmen, an
ARican-American bomber escort squadron in World War 1. Frederick W Smith,
national cochairman, actor Tom Harks. nationzl spokesperson, and former Senator Bob
Dole. national chairman, National World War 11 Memorial Campaign; and Senator Dole
wife. Elizaberh

COPYRIGHT 2000 US. Government Priting Office
COPYRIGHT 2004 Gale Group
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means of sealing fuel comainers and propellants against leaks for the German scientist
I'he result was a tandem sea’ with a runber-like ring oifering the tirst ling of protection
against leaks, and a second seal. made of steel, providing backup

Smith employed similar 1echnology 10 help the government creaie silent submarines Ifa
sub were equipped with stronger seals to keep water out of the vessel. the ship wouldn't
need bilge pumps to get rid of the water that seeped in through the propelior shaf
Thanks to the GE project. U S Navy submarines became quieter and much more difficul
for the enemy to detect

These are the kinds of assignmenis Smith can talk about. Details of other GE projects-
including developing the capability to send missiles to Russia during the Cold War-
remain classified

Despite his many professional successes, Luther Smith felt the effects of discrimination,
even following his mil'tary service and atier being hired by GE. Often he had to travel
south from his home in New York or Pennsylvania for business. It was there, in places
like Alabama and Florida, that Smith had to face the harsh realities of life before the civi
nghts mevement

On a business trip to Huntsville, Alabama, Smith had 1o drop off his peers at a white
hotel and then drive across town to another hotel wiiling to accept blacks.

in Florida, Smith could stay in the hotels. but he wasn't allowed 10 eat in the dining
rooms. A business dinner in his hotel room didn't sound very professional. so he called
the hotel president and told him about his dilemma. Later. one of the men traveling with
Smith received a call fram the hotel manager “The dining room and all other amenities,’
the manager said, “are ava‘lable to Mr Smith as long as he is & guest here’

A< his career progressed. Smith was able to take larger steps toward fighting racism
When he headed part of a defense contract. Smith was responsible for choosing the
company he'd work with to bring the project to fruition He was eyeing a firm in Texas,
but he was wary of race relations in the South, so he faced his concemn and visited the
company “Your company is at the top of my list," he told officizls there, "but I'm black.
If he would have to face discrimination while working with them. Smith went on. he'd g
elsewhere The company agreed to his terms "It was the pressure of economics,” Smith
says

Today. Luther Sinith and his wife, Lois, live in a modest home near Peunsvivania's
Villanova University With a right leg that's about seven inches shorter than his left due
to the plane crash ard later bone infections he suffered, he moves slowly with the help o
two hlack canes In his cluttered home office. he keeps several medals he received for
serving his country: his Purple Hear, Distinguished Flying Cross, his Air Medal with si»
Oak Leaf Clusters, his Mediterranean Theater Campzign Ribbons, and his Prisoner of
War Medal Though thie war continues to take a toll on his bodv, Snuth talks about his
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He must have managed to pull :he ripcord of the parachute. which. by
some miracle. had opened outside the cockpit and pulled Smith free-
snapping his right hip into two pieces When Smith looked up. though, he
saw a holz in the chute and realized he was falling too quickly Looking
down. he saw that his night foot was twisted around backward He passed
out again

Smith came 10 in the branches of a tree, a target for enemy soldiers firing at him from the
ground Once they realized he wasn't a threat, the Germans took him captive. For the nex
seven months. Smith was a prisoner of war, making do with what little food and hear the
Germans supplied to their prison camps. but also spending a lot of time in hospitals.
where he was treated for dysentery, bone infections, and injuries sustained from his final
thight

In 1945, when Allied soldiers liberated the prison camps, Smith weighed 70 pounds. He
spent the next two years in and out of hospitals in the United States, but his injuries
proved so severe that the U S Air Force granted him early retirement Smith's military
carcer was over at the age of 27

Although Smith's lifelong dream had been 10 serve as a nulitary aviator, that option ‘was
no longer open to kim Where could he turn to create a new future for himself? Smith fel!
pack on his education With twa years of schooling in engineering and the promise of the
GI Bill. Smith returned to the Untversity of lowa to complete his mechanical cngineesing
studies It tumed out that earning his degree was the easy part

After graduating in 1950, he tried for more than a year to land a job, but nobody wanted .
black engineer He applied for a position at General Electric {GE) and was turmed down
Surprisingly, though, a few months later he received a letter from company officials
asking him to coniact them They would do all they could 10 find him a posttion with GE
(It was years later that Smith learned why that letter arrived in his mailbox His wife,
Lois. had contacted GE and reprimanded the company for dismissing her husband
because cf race.)

Regardless. GF made a good choice and Luther Smith made the most of his backup plan.
During his 37 years with the company, Smith used his knowledge of flying and his
engineering education 1o file for six patents. The government patent office awarded him
tWo

It was the early 1930s and aerospace engineering was just getting off the ground. Planes
were flying faster, farther, and higher. They had to be made of matenals thai were
stronger and lighter and vet able to withstand higher pressures and temperatures than the
ever had before 1t was up 10 Smith and the other eagineers at GE 1o help develop these
iechnologies

Earlv in his career. Smith was assizned 1o work as a consultant fo Wernher Von Braun,
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service in the military with a smile on his face He can't help but be proud of his fetlow
Red-Tziled Angels

Srmith also continues to work 1o get the recagnition he believes the Tuskegee Airmen
deserve. In 1995, he and several other veterans accompanied President Bill Clinton to
Europe for the 50th anniversary of VE-Day. On the flight home. he managed to convince

ogo West_ then secrelary of the US. Army and head of the L S 30th anniversary
celebrarion commemorating the end of World War 11. that the Tuskegee Airmen deserved
their own memorial

West agreed, suggesting a memorial at Arlingion Nattonal Cemetery 10 be funded by the
Tuskegec Airmen and supporied by the government. The deal was made. On November
10. 1995, Smith and some of the other Tuskegee Airmen gathered just around the corner
from the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier to stand before their own memorial-a tree and
commemorative plaque-at 15 dedication ceremony

A decade later, Smith is one of only about 200 Tuskegee Airmen still living. Although

¢'s 85 years old. he's commiited to educating people about the Tuskegee Airmen and 1s
writing a book 10 document his experience as a black man in a w hite military. He revels
in the role of storyteller. After all, says Smuth "Racial equality in America startec in the
skies over Europe.”

Vanreen Harmon is a seaior editor at Penn Stater magazine and a freelance writer based
m cemral Penylvena

| { J | |
Web production and design by Caral Harker, Karer McCort, Zack Schmidt
Copynght © 2207 by University oF Jowa Alumni Association

Home

e [oLa &

Recpl ALUMNLAAGAZINE
Diversions PPV R .
Stay Connected




Waad Ul aulive UULY, LYK CUHIIRGL TTHSSIONS 111 Suibpe

Of the nearly 1.000 black aviators who completed the Tuskegee program with their wing
and the rank of sccond lieutenant, about 450 weie deployed 1o the Europcan Theater
Stationed etther in North Africa or haly. thev escorted Allied bombers on thew forays
irto enemy territory At first, many men within the milizary were wary of the black pilots
but as more and more pilots returned to base safely thanks to the protection they received
the white aviators began to request that a Red-Tail be their escort

Within eighi months of his deployment, Smith had logged 132 missions His final
assignment of World War II-No. 133-was scheduled for Friday, October 13. 1944

Luther Smith isn't superstitious, but climbing into the cockpit on Friday the 15th was a
little unnerving, even though his mission was routine’ to escort bombers fro their target
in Germany to the Danube River ncar Budapest Yet, all went well Encountering no
enemy fire. when they reached the river the bombers continued on to their base in ltaly,
while Smith and the other escort planes attacked enemy airbases and other ground targets
before resuming their flight home.

As they passed a freight vard outside Budapest, two of the four escort pilots peeled away
to continue sirafing the enemy below but Smith was reluctant, since moments earlier he
taken fire afier destroving two German bombers parked at the edge of a field at the
Budapest airpont. Eventually, though. he, 100, dipped down to offer his wingman
protection and 1c take a few shots with his machine gun. He hit a freight car here, a
building there

Then he fired 2 shot that would end his mulitary career

1 hit something. | thought it was an ammunition dump-1 don't know what 1t was, but
there was a huge explosion and it blew up in my face "

As the plane flew through the fireball, the glass of Smith's cockpit shatiered The wings
buckled Pan of the Mustany's red-tipped tail was blown off His wingman sent him an
urgent message "Smith, you're leaking fuel."

"Just as | reached downto = -t totho o0 ans " Smith recalls, "] thought the airplane

hit something It practi-ally In ihe sk ¢ cockpit tnmediately filled with
smoke " Smith's plane wa aking t . It was eaking engine coolant

He had 1o get out of the plane. but he couldn’t jump out without hitting the wing. sc
Smith uafastened his safety belt and began 10 wum the plane upside down in that
position, he figured his body could fall free from the plane. But the Mustang headed inic
a tailspin In the turbulence. Smith's right foor wedged between the plane’s steering
controls thar ran along the floorboard The top half of his body hung outside the cockpit
as the plane spiraled uncontrollably The wind tore the oxygen mask off his face and
Smith nascerd ont
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won' fzl tlat because | don't know anything
about the techmical hurdles "

By ihe timne Smith left the university in
1640. the military was not any closer 10
accepung blacks in its ranks. so Smith
cnrolled in a Civilian Pilot Training Course.
a program established by the government to
train pilots in the case of a national
CMErEency

That emergency came on December 7, 194]

It was a Sunday, and Smith was in the air
when an urgent message came over the
radio "All aircraft retum to their airpont
immediately " When he landed, Smith
learned that Pearl Harbor had been bombed
The United States was about to enter World
War I, and Smith had a feeling thai the
military would need ali the pilots 1t could
get —including black men

He was nght. That same year. under

political pressure from black leaders and
rganizations. the U.S. Air Force began 10

train black aviators a* Alahama's Tuskegee

TLaptam >Smith never appeared bitter
and evea questioned why what he did
was such a big deal. Yet, I realized that
given all of the difficulties in our lives
today. much of our efforts pale in
comparison to the life of Captain Smith
Without his efforts, ours would be
considerably more difficult.”

Victor GJ Rodgers, former L professo
of chemical and biochemical engineerin
and Ethnic Inclusion Effont for low
Engineenng directe

"It should be remembered that Luther
Smith served in a segregated armed
services with the likelihood of success
being very slim. His commendable acts
of heroism certainly added to the
success of the war effort. Because of
men like him who paved the way, I,
along with many others, was able to
serve in an integrated Air Force."

Thomas Moore. Executtve Director of the
African American Historical Museum ane
Cultural Center of lowa in Cedar Rapid,

Army Air Field and at Tuskegee Institure. a black college in Alabama founded by Booke:

T Washington

Since he'd beer one of the first black people in America 1o become a licensed pilot, Smitl
figured earning his military wings would be simple I thought they were going to give
me my wings, since [ could flv.” Smith says "I was never so wrorg | didn't know
anything " He learned quickly thet military flving is different from the civilian flving he
knew "It's precision personificd—the difference between driving a Volkswagen and an

18-wheel tractor trailer." he says

The caders at Tuskegee had a lot to prove but they were determined to succeed af this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity When the men lined up during onc of their earlv training
sessions. Smith says. the director of cadet training 1old them to take a look at the men
standing to their right and 1o their left One or both—of these men. he said, won't make

it to the erd of training

“You always thought, T'm being measured, I'm being watched,™ Smith recalls. "Nobody
had a feeling. '1'm going to make it " Bui he did make it graduating in 1943 By 1944 he
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Smith headed to thc University of lowa in 1938 to study engincering, although he had nc
intention of becoming an engineer To qualify for military aviation training, a candidate
was required to have ai leas! two years of college education With engineering, Smith
figured. he'd get the tecknical training he would need if the military ever did decide 10

accept blacks in its air force
-

-

-~

=

N -

"The Tuskegee Airmen and. namely,
Luther Smith made it possible for my
son te earn his living today as an
aviator. They softened that hard road ¢
being an aviator and made entry into
the profession easier and more inviting
for my son aid others like him. Even
today, a black pilot draws smiles; a
black fighter pilot driws stares and
smiles. Thank you, Tuskegee Airmen,
and a very special thank you to Captain
Smith."

Lilia Abron, 72PhD, president of Pee
Consultants, an environmental firm 11
Washington, DC, and the first black
woman in the nation ioearn a Ph D ir
chemical engineering

"Luther Smith has contributed
significantly to the achievement of
racial equality in the U.S. and the world
and helped change the face of the U.S.
military in a remarkably shart periog of
time,"

P. Barry Butler, Ul College of
Engineering dean
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On Luther Smith's coffee table sits a model airplane with a red tail The nose of the P-31
Mustang is perpetually pointed at the cetling as if it's about to lift off the wooden surface
and fly about the room When Smith teils war stories, he points 1o the plane. It's the same
Xind he crashed in World War 1T The same kind of plane in which he almost died. It's the
same kind of plane he and some 300 other black aviators flew while escorting American
bombers 10 and from their targets

Smith talks about the bomber pilots—all of them white—and how they called their black
escorts Red-Tailed Angels because they otYered inpenetrable protection. Never once in
therr 200 escort bomber missions did the Red-Tailed Angels lose a bomber 1o enemy fire
Ii's therr claim to fame That, and the fact that they were the first black aviators in the

U S Air Force. It was later that they came to be known as the Tuskegee Airmen. named
after the hase in Alabama where they trained

But it was years earlier that Smith knew he'd fly one dav. He knew it all the way back m
second grace 1n Des Moines, lowa, wher he drew a picture of an airplane for class He
showed his drawing to his reaches and told her he would someday fly his family to Africa
in that plane “The only thing on my mind." says Smith, "was thar | wanted to be an
iviator like Charles Lindbergh ”

When Smith was 13, he s:arted hanging around the Des Moines airport to watch the
plancs Airport employces took a liking to the curious bov and offered him a job picking
up popcorn bags and other garbage thar visitors left behind Soon, he impressed the
mechanics, too. and they allowed him to help wipe down the fuselages, clean off the
windshields, refuel the tanks, and carry out minor repairs He even snagged the attention
of the local press. In the summer of 1934, the Des Maines Register Tribune published a
photo of the voungster working on the engine of a plane The headline proclaimed Smith
"Amenca's Youngest Grease Ball "

But Smuth didn't want to be a mechanic. and he didn't vearn simply to tly planes: he

wantesd 10 heenme 2 anlitary aviatar "Tha aniy vioat " ho cavie Miunae thoat thara viara nn
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Luther H. Smith

Achievement.2006

Luther H. Smith, S0BSME, has feught for racial equality In the skies of war-torn
Europe and In his peacetime career in America.

As a young boy, Smith dreamed of beccming a pilot—at a ime when few blacks had
managed to breach the color arrier ard enter the field of aviation. So. in 193E,

Smith enrclied at the University of lowa to study ergineering, hoging to join the
ranks of the country's military pilcts. Two years into his studies, World War T1 began.
Rattier than Integrate troops, the government formed ali-black military units,
ncluding the much-lauded Tuskegee A'rmen, which Smith jolned in 1942

detween July 1944 and May 1543, the famed troop flew 200 escort missions over
nine European countries without the loss of a single bomber to enamy aircraft—a feas
that remains an astonishing achievement,

Bzsed i Italy, Captam Smith flew 132 missions and is credited with destroying two
enemy aircraft. On mis final mission in October 1944, his plane was hit over
Yggosiavia Ag:inst all gdds, Smith managed ta free hirnself from hic buming aircratt
end open his carachute—2ithough he sustalnad severe injurizs ta his hip 2nd fool.

)

3
Luther H. =
Achievermen

Smith was rman scldiers and endured two years in hospital and prison
camps. the tin l oldiers liberated hirm in Maly 1945, he welghed just 70 pounds. Sack in the U
speat as tw rs in the hospital befcre being released, his injured leg seven inches shorter than
His flyin ¢ pver, th relired at the age of 27 as a captain and a war hero.

Smith then returned ic the Ul and completed a degree in mechanical engineering in 1950, going on, des
continuing racism, te a long and successful career as an aerpspace engineer with General Electric. In the
his retiremeant in 1988, he published numarous papers, was awarded two patents, and was freguently ¢z
by tha Department of Defense and defense-related agenvies for spedal assignments. He earned an MLE.
from Pennsyivania State University n 1977,

Smith represented the U.S. Army Alr Corps a5 one of seven WW1i veterans selected by Presideat Clintor
the 50th anniversary V-E celebration Lrig 19 the United Kingdom, the Czech Republic, and Russia. He &is
the evalualion board that selected the WWII memorial on the Mall in Washington, DC, and was instrume
establishment of 2 memorial to the Tuskegee Airmen.

A member of the lowa Aviation Hall of Fame, Smith has received cauntless honers for his service to his ¢
for his success in the fie'd of engmesring: the Distinguished Fiylng Cross, the Air Medal with six Oak Lea
Purple Heart, European and Mediterranean Theaters Campaign Ribbons, a Prisones of War Medal, the Frc
Kolk Aerpospace Industry Award from the Soclety of Automaotive Englneers, and election to the Ul Disting
Enginecring Alumnl Academy.

Now, the University of 1owa 18 proud to z2od another medal to that collection, This Distinguishaed Alumni,

recognizes Luther Smith's courageous wartime service, his outsizndirg career, ang his significant contrit
racial equality in this courtry

Back to DAA Home
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Luther H. Smith : L e

B.S. 1950 in Mechanical Engineering

_Luther H. Smith of Villanava, PA, 15 & retized U.S. Air Force caprain who flew 133 combat missions in World

War I, and 1s a renred General Electric Co. enz nees with 37 vears service and rwo U S. patents. A nauve of

¢s Mounes, 1A, Caprain Smuth 15 an original member of the famed Tus xegee Aimmen. He fiew 133 migsions

and is credited with destroying two German eneimy aircrzft 1a aerial combat and 10 German ayreraft in pround

" safing aussions. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters,

yPurple Hedn, eight Curopean and Mediterrancan Theaters Campaign Ribbons, and the Prisoner of War Meda
fter being permanently inpured on his final combat missior parzchuting while unconscious from his burming P-

31 Mustang aireref:. and held as a prisoner for seven months until she war engdec

Afler saming his BS degree at The University of Jowa, Captamn Suuth worked for GE's Missile and Space Operations in
Philaceiphia until b retirement 1 1988 He holds two U.S, patenis, has published numerous technical documents and
publicaiiors, and has worked on special assignmenis with the U.S. Air F orce, NASA, and U5 Navy Submarine Command.
Captain Smith is a reeipient of the Sociery of Automotive Engineers. Aerospace international. Franklin W Kolk Actnspace
industry Award. He has served on the Architeci-Eagmicer Evaluation Jury that chose the design for the World War 1l Memorizl,
and has worlied urelessly 10 gain recognition for the contributions of the Tuskegre Aymen. In June 2004, he headed the 60th
anmversary celzbration of the Tuskegee Asrmen’s greatest Worid War I achievement, escortine American heavy strategic
bombers on 200 missions throughout Europe with the loss of 2 single bomber to enemy arcraft

Maoreover, he hzas contnbuted siom 1

Mevernent of racial equabity inthe U S, and the world and helped change the
face of the U.S. milntary in a rem

i hme In Febuary 2006, Smuth received an honorary doctoraic degree -

public serivice from Tuskegee Universiy he was awarded the U1 Alumini Association Distinguished Alumnl Award
for Achieverment and in Ociober 2 was t iwd nto the Towa Aviatign Hal! of Fame. In March 2007 Sreth was sresented
the Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civi VAT towed by the US. Congress

& here to view an lowa Public Televis: awa Pathwavs” video feature on Smth

Academy | Nominations | Mespbers
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CoE Home Phonebook - E-mai ’ Admi ” : ’
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Tribune Can;

ARTHUR E. THOMAS

Airport Manager
August 5, 1925 - December 10, 1965

No one person has induenced Des Maines
aviation more than Art Thomas, And no one
person is remembered more fondly on the
Des Moines Aiport’s 50th Anniversary.

Through the vision of this man, aviaton in
Des Moines is what it is today — a successful
part of the economy and landscape of lowa's
capitol ity

When Des Moines built lowa's firsi
Municipal airport near Altoona, Art Thomas
supervised the construction That was 1925
When the cuirent airport was founded. i was
Art Thomas who was in charge of plarining
and supervision of work. And An Thomas
was the airpon manager on dury when
operatons got underway in December 1932

But Thomas was miore than a supenvisor —
a planner — a manager. He was a pioneer! Al
the time Am Thomas first entered arport
management. there were no federal regula-

tions and no civilian stancards — not even
any generally accepted rules for landings and
take offs It was An Thomas who wrote 1o
airports in London, Paris, Berlin and Amster.
dam esking about their plans and govemmen-
tal regulations. What Thomas leamed he put
to work in Des Moines, making our airport
one of the oustanding operations in America
.. just as An Thomas was one of the
outstanding airport managers in America. In
1960, he received the American Associaion
of Airport Executives Presidents Award

Des Moines and its aviation industry owe a
great debt to Art Thomas. I s in recognition
of this indebiedness — and In fondness for
one of this country's most courageous avia-
tion pioneers, that this official program of the
Des Moines Airport's 50th Arnniversary Cele-
bration is dedicated 1o the memorv of Arthur
E Thomas

12
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MASON CITY HOSTS ADMINISTRATOR "PETE®" QUESADA AND BLUE ANGELS

Mason City's 1960 Aviation Days is expected to top 100,000 in attendance it was
announced by Stan T. Reynolds, Chairman. Featured ir the program on July 10th
at Mason City Municipal Airport will be General "Pste® Elwood Quesada, Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Agency, together with the Blue Angels precision jet
team.

Reynolds went un to say that, “The day will be crammed with aviation activities and
events, " We are expecting all types cof military missiles and equipmert, together
with Alr Force aircraft, choppers, and the Strateglc Alr Command Band and Drill
Team, Reynolds continued. This should be the most complete Air Show in the
midwest stated Reynolds, and certainly one of the largest,

MANAGER OF THE YEAR

Mr. Arthur E. {(Art) Thomas, manager of the
Des Moines Municipal Alrport, has been
named the outstanding airport manager of the
year by the American Assoclaticn of Alrport
Executives,

This singular honor is justly due a man who

has served in this capacity for the last 34
years and has developed the Des Moines Alrport
from a cornfield to a 1,030 acre facility which
is valued at between Ul and 12 million dollars,
and is still being expanded.

We add our congratulations to Mr, Thomas for
his outstanding contribution tc aviation in the
State of lTowa, and wish him many more years
cf successful management.

DO YOU KNOW ?

that according to forecasts general aviation planes will be flying 16 million hours
annually by 1965, a gain of 33 percent over the currenat rate,

that the photc on pzge three is of the Pemmy Municipal Airport,

that general aviation aircraft last year flew 1 1/2 billion miles - - the equivalent of
3,500 round trips to the moon,

that the use of agricultural pianes for spraying insecticides on crops adds $3 billion
to our farm income annually.

Do
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Attachment No. 13

Arthur E. Thomas

Born Des Moines May 13 1900
Manager Des Moines Municipal Airport
Since August 5, 1925

Presented September 1951 by a group of citizens in recognition of his more than twenty-five years
devoted to the construction and operation of Des Moines Airports and his contnbution to local, state
and national aviation,



Zttachment No.

William Dikis. FAIA
Architect

July 28, 2009

Board of Directors
Des Malnes international Airport
Des Moines, lows

Re: Proposal for change of arrport name
Ladies and Gentlemen

| oppose changing the name of the airport, | believe that the message implicit in the name, Des
Moines International Airport, would be diluted if changed.
1. | am very proud of being an lowan and from the Des Moines Metropolitan Area.
2. The name of the airport being the same as the central city reinforces its prominence and
keeps the importance of central lowa on the map.
3. The notion of being an “Intamational” airport conveys a higher level of importance.

If it is desired to honor certain persons by naming something afier tham, perhaps it could be the
terminal or parking ramp or runway or some cther part of the airport without changing the overall
common name of the airport.

Or perhaps a plague, similar to the one for John Fitzgibbaon, could be installed for certain
persons of considerable importance to central lowa. But of course, then the problem would
become, who gets honored and where does it stop? Somehow, the “Bill Konkol IDF Room™ or
the "William Dikis Stem" doesn’t do it for me

Sincerely,

Wilhlam M. Dikis, FAIA

Cc: Des Moines City Council

9840 Carpenter Avenue E-m et Tel 515.229.3446
Clive, lowa 50325 Fax 515.223.6136 Tel 515.279.6493

14



Attachment No. 14

N T O
Ls Ay
DES MOINES FLYING SERVICE, INC.
S Ee Se o el e S
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

S BCIAIVE DS MOBIES A 50315-8300

Ju]) 24. 2009 Tewphone 1515) 296-5300  PAX (318) 258-5348
s Lo k) ]

Mr. James Erickson

Chairman

Des Moines International Airport Board
Terminal Building

S800 Fleur Drive

Des Moines. lowa 50321

Dear Mr. Erickson:

As the Board is considering a name change or moditication for the Des Moines
International Airport, I would like to voice an opinion.

Arnt Thomas was the first manager of the airport, having transierred from the Parks
Department. He served until 1965 and was very involved in the pment of the
airport. As a tenant, 1 knew him from 1939 throughout his tenure.

I would like to express my support in naming the airport as a tribuie to his service and
influence.
Sincerely,

Y

¥

Howard V. Gregory

Piplér

Fly Wise




Agttacnment No. 14

June 26, 2009

Dear Board Members,

It is an admirasle endeavor to honar our lowa, Tuskegee serviceman. These were exceptional men
serving in exceptional times uader dire circumstances. They all deserve special recognition. | think it
would be more appropriate to give honor by naming a park, road, or bulilding after such 2 hero.

To alter the name of the Des Moines International Airport would cause tremendous confusion after all
these years. The airport does not serve lowa aloae; it serves the entire country as well as internationa
sravelers. | am not in favor of a name change

Thank you for your kind attention and consideration.
&fLmd&.)
Linda Kemble

2525 SW Countyline Rd., #376
Des Moines, lowa 50321
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koll Call No.
Attachment 2

3 August 2009
Desr Members of the Des Moines Airport Board:

As active members of our community and state, we wish to express our support for renaming the Des
Moines International Airport after WWIl war hero and Tuskegee Airman Luther Smith

There Is no one more fitting than Luther, who grew up in Des Moines and spent his childhood around
the airplanes at the Des Moines airport. Later, as 3 Tuskegee Airman, he flew over 100 missions, was
captured and held as a prisoner of war and later releasad but suffered injuries which ended his lifelong
dream of flying. Luther spent most of his life in lowa in and around aviation as a young man and as a
professional. It would be an honor for our state and a badge of honor to rename the Des Moines
International Airport after Luther Smith.

The citizens below all agree. While this issue has just recently reached the public, we expect to gather
many, many more supporters.

We respectfully request that you recommend that the Des Moines City Council rename the airport in
honor of Luther Smith.

Sincerely,

Art and Esther Hessburg
Des Moines

Jean Hessburg and Ren Parker
Des Moines

Carl Wiederaenders and Melissa Waison
Des Moines

Mark and Tonya Swancda
Des Moines

Tammy Gentry
Des Moines

Rich and Jo Scholl
Des Moines

Brad and Becky Hudson
Ankeny

Lynn and Jan Reinicke
Des Moines

Andrea and Dan McGuire
Des Moines

Betty and Rep. Bruce Hunter
Des Moines

Dusky Terry
Earlham

Sandy Flahiv
Des Moines

Paulee Lipsman
Des Moines

Juile Stauch
West Des Moines

Jill and loe Crees
Des Moines

Mark Lambert & Debra Fincham
Polk City

Xenda Lindel
Des Moines



I'M SAM KALAINOV OF 3131 FLEUR DRIVE, DES MOINES. | SERVED ON THE
AIRPORT BOARD FOR 25 YEARS AND .RETIRED FROM IT OVER TWO YEARS
YEARS AGO.

OVER THE YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN INQUIRIES FOR A NAME CHANGE
OF THE AIRPORT, AND WHILE WELL-MEANING, FAILED TO FURTHER IDENTIFY
THE FACILITY AS THE GATEWAY TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AND
SURROUNDING DES MOINES.

ANY SUGGESTION FOR CHANGE SHOULD EXHIBIT A MAGNITUDE BEYOND
ELEVATING ANYONE HERETOFORE BEING RELATIVELY UNKNOWN

THE SUGGESTION TO RECOGNIZE A WORLD WAR 11 AVIATOR WHO UNDER —
WENT INITIAL FLIGHT INSTRUCTION IN DES MOINES FAILS TO ESTABLISH A
WIDELY KNOWN AND RECOGNIZED NAME AND EVENT OF UNIVERSAL
AWARENESS.

WHILE NOT DENYING THE VALUE CF HIS SERVICE AND THE HORRIFIC
NATURE OF HIS COMBAT EXPERIENCES SUCH RECOGNITICN BY THE
GENERAL PUBLIC IS SHORT-LIVED.

THE HEROIC EPISODES IN THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN LUTHER SMITH ARE
BEST ACKNOWLEDGED WITH THE STATIC DISPLAY OF THE P-51 MUSTANG
FIGHTER SIMILAR TO THE TYPE FLOWN BY HIM AND OTHER TUSKEGEE
AIRMEN. IT IS LOCATED NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD
INSTALLATION AT THE NORTH END OF THE AIRPORT. THE COMMEMORATIVE
PLAQUE LISTS LUTHER SMITH ALONG WITH SEVERAL OTHER TUSKEGEE
AIRMEN FROM DES MOINES AND IOWA.

THE DES MOINES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OVER THE YEARS HAS
DEVELOPED INTO A TOP RATED FACILITY AND ITS SEASONED DESIGNATION
IS UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED. ANY OTHER DESIGNATION WOULD LESS6N
ITS VISIBILITY,

| APPRECIATE AND APPLAUD THE EFFORTS OF THOSE PROMOTING A
DIFFERENT DESIGNATION, BUT | DO NOT BELIEVE IT TO BE IN THE BEST

Monday. July 27, 2009 AQL: LKalainov

rage 1 012

K+ -
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INTERESTS OF THE COMMUNITY AND THE TRAVELING PUBLIC.

Dal.GNATION AND DESTINATION SHOULD BE REFLECTIVE OF EACH
SEssosT oo STSESHNEE

OTHER.
- THANK YOU

Monday, July 27. 2009 AOL: LKalainov
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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Hello. My name is Judy McNamara. | am a Daughter of the American Revolution.
Last vear the Daughters of the American Revolution awarded Captain Luther Smith our
Highest award “The Prestigious National Society Daughters of the American Revolution
Medal of Honor.” We commended him for this leadership. trustworthiness and
patriotism and saluted him for his outstanding services to the United States of America.

My husband and 1 had Luther over for dinner one night. I noticed how he looks you
Right in the eyes when he is talking 10 you. When you ask Luther a question, he always
Says “now Judy that is a good question.” 1 found him to be very warm and very humble.

He learned to fly at our Des Moines airport. Even now atter he has endured so much in
tas life and had worked so hard on his dream, he never gave up. He has so much grt!
What an example he set for all of us.

I would be proud to have our Des Moines airport named after Luther Smith.

Thank vou for your time.

Judy McNamara
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Luther Smith

Luther Smith is a World War 11 hero and was seriously wounded in
combat which resulted from exiting his disabled P-51 fighter plane over
Yugoslavia on his 133rd combat mission. He was captured and spent
months as a prisoner of war with inadequate treatment for his injuries
which left him with one leg shorter than the other by seven inches.

Due to illness recently Luther has had both legs amputated and will
be 89 years old in August. He now livesin Villanova, Pennsylvania.

Luther was born and raised in Des Moines, graduating from
Roosevelt High School and received two engineering degrees from the
University of lowa. He has had a career with General Electric as an
aerospace engineer and has been honored as an outstanding alumnus by the
University of Towa and was given a special citation by the College of
Engineering at University of lowa.

Luther’s trek to greatness started when he was a child who walked or
hitch hiked to the Des Moines Airport regularly until they finally hired him
at age 13. In the June 14, 1934 Des Moines Register he was referred toas a
“grease ball” the term used for those who serviced aircraft at that time.

He learned to fly at the airport under the tutelage of Howard Gregory
before joining the military and becoming a Tuskegee Airman.

Those with whom I've discussed Luther agree that he is a great
American military hero. It would speak volumes about lowa to America and
beyond to name the Des Moines International Airport the Luther Smith Des
Moines International Airport.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 22, 2009

Mr. Luther H. Smith, Jr.

137 Sproul Road
Villanova, Permsylvania 19085

Dear Luther:

Your sister, Nancy, was kind enough to share your story with me, and
I send my best wishes and sincere thanks for your service and for the
sacrifices you have made for our Nation.

Although ] understand that the trip to Washingion was not essy, | am
glad that you were sbie to attend the Insuguration. Your determination and
tenacity reflect the true spirit of a Tuskegee Airman.

As an Airman and veteran of World War [I, you were part of great
milestones in our Nation’s history, and your story is en important piece of the
American narrative. History will remember the Tuskegee Airmen as patriots
who overcame tremendous obstacles to serve our country, and [ am one of the
humble many who stand on their shoulders.

May you continue 1o sce the promise in cach of life’s moments, and
may God bless and protect you.

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

e lanmy March 24, 2009
lowa

1 recently learned of you- iliness, and [ just wanted to let you know that my
thoughts and prayers arc very mrch with you and your family at this difficult time.

T am confident that I spe:ik for all Iowsas in teiling you how much we respect
and homor your history-making iesvice during the Second World War. Of the 994
Tuskegee Airmen, you were one of only 12 from fowa. One-himdred and fifty of
them lost their lives in truining o~ combat All were renowned for the courage and
fighting skills, snd none more s¢ than Captuin Luther Smith. With 133 combat
missions and two encny aircraft kills to your credit, you richly eamed the

Distinguished Flying Cross.

In truth, you and your feliow Tuskegee Airmen fought two wars: One agains
the German Luftwaffe, and one 2 gainst the racism you corfrontad at home and
within the military. Histary wili record that you and your comrades won both of
those wars. This is something about which you and your family should be
cnormously proud.

[ thank you for your sarvice to our nation, and also salute your postwer
success and accomplishments as an acrospace engineer with General Elecwic. You
are one of those special people who make our lowa family very proud.

With warm regards,

gy -

Toru Harkin
Un ted States Senator

Luther Smith
137 Sproul Road
Villanovs, PA 19085




Kappa Alpha

Psa Fraeermuty, Inc.

Des Moines Abumm Chapter

July 7, 2009

Judy McNamara
1907 55" Street
Des Moines, 1A 50310

Mrs. McNamara:

My Name is Charles Woods and I am President of the Des Moines Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

I am writing you today to ask that you would consider writing a letter of support to name
Des Moines International Airport after our Native Son Captain Luther Smith, Jr.

It is the opinion of our organization that his resume confirms why he is deserving of such
an honor.

His accolades are as follows:

o Member of the famed 332 (Redwing) Fighter Squadron

Flew 133 combat missions. Credited with 2 enemy kills and 10 aircruft on the
ground in strafing missions before being held as a prisoner of war for seven
months.

Recipient of the Purple Heart; Distinguished Flying Cross; Air Medal with six
Oazk Leaf Clusters; Eight European and Mediterranean Theatures Campaign
Ribbons and Prisoner of War Medal.

After his service to our country, Captain Smith worked for General Electric Company
as an Engineer where he:

Received the Congressional Gold Medal

Held two US Patients

Worked on special assignments with the U.S. Air Force, NASA, and the U.S.
Navy Submarine Command.

Recipient of the Society of Automotive Engineers, Aerospace International,
Franklin W. Kolk Acrospace Industry Award.

Serving the community of Greater Des Moines since 1950



e Member of the Distinguished College of Engineering Alumni Award. University
of owa.

e Recipient University of [owa Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award
for Achievement.

e Awarded an Honorary Doctorate Degree in Public Service from Tuskegee
University.

o Inducted into the Iowa Aviation Hall of fame in October of 2005.

I could go on in specific detail as to why Captain Smith is worthy of this honor
hawever, I believe his selection by our 42* President of the United States, Bill
Clinton to participate in the 50 Anniversary Celebration of the end of WWTI, is in
our view another shining example of why Des Moines International Airport should be
named after this fine lowan Awviator.

We are hopeful that you can assist in this endeavor.

V2Tl

Charles B. Woods

President

Des Moines Alumm Chapter
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Serving the community of Greater Des Moines since 1950
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The Fbur Battleships

in June 7, 1964, off Norfolk, Virginia, the four Iows Class Battleships were steaming side by aide for the first
e photos en by a Naval photographer in 2 helicop-

zeverinordertohaveamialphntuum&thmm were
ordered to spread out and wait for further orders. 31 ‘(R
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As soon a5 the photos wars taken the battleships were
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