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Moved by to reccive and file aftached report.
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VLASSIS [ IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, | have hereuntu set my
-_ hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
S —| above written.
TOTAL | ‘1
MOTION CARRIED APrPROYED

City Clerk

Mayur —




POLK COUNTY ASSESSOR

ANNUAL REPORT

2007



Polk County

0

Polk County Assessor

10/01/2007

Miles
1.5 3 6

I%rwaIE q%ﬁ u._

; 2005 High Resolution
Corporate Boundaries and 840 el ol il
- - photograp
Township Boundaries
—
“+'Sheldahl
Union FJ
Lincoln Elkhart Washington
Madison Allgman
- 2
Polk City e
hger :L ‘1\{
Jefferson _{K Douglas Franklin
/IE Bond{arant
bste§ | Grimes | Johnston L _:] Mitchellvilie
A e Delawarei“t““a U
Urbandale g Beaver
= [{ Clay |
Windsor
4 Clive IH? HiEs b - : ‘
"ﬁ Plea in lﬂﬁ '
L Des Moines | erlf
-J‘H_,_r West Des Moines i :
r‘_'—'—_. C Camp
|_.-"""LM
(@ |
2‘) Runnells

il
L

bk




2007 REPORT
OFFICE OF POLK COUNTY ASSESSOR

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PollcCountyGlonference Board i wiisiimanisis i ass s mimie i

StaiT of County Assessor’s Otfice, Members of Board

of Review and Board of TEXAMEIEIS ..o iwisiieansin o snssssressesae e eosies oo iesmense
Orgamization Churt  County AsSessor’s OHIce ..
Raporiial Gaui lieaAss O8E0Ma  scw 1L - buiavmssiion i iitasibsnsy 15 R No ooy i Forrcrtimebisossurit

Actions by 2007 Board of RevView ..o

Staterent of Assessed Valuations ot Polk County

Abstract for 2007 AsSEssents o
Property=Tax Timelinen i i it erneriisssosostonsdeiiasifess ninen s pstrasns ssod {ooasps s bosaiev v 70
Survey of New Homes Built by City/Township ...

Miscellaneous Information and SENSHES .ot eas e e
Residential Revaluation Projects Map i e
Cxempt Property as of July 1, 2007 ...
Comparative Millage Rales - Towa CHIES i,
Rollback History & 2007 Assessed Value by Cily .o oot

Residential Sales Statistics.. oo, T

S ale SRS IOAY, oo vasan swsnssb sida iisasnsiyissa

.......................................... SerTRG R
o
10
11

avesavessssnlfn-bdunsa 4 Lo

................................... ettt | B

.......................................... 16

.......................................... 24



POLK COUNTY CONFERENCE BOARD

2007

MAYORS

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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Bill Bodenstelnar, Alleman
Tim Burget, Altoona
Steven Van Qort. Ankeny
Marla McCaold, Bondurant
Les Aasheim, Clive
Frank Cownie, Des Moines
Andrew Cory, Elkhart
Thomas Armstrong, Grimes
Brian Laurenzo, Johnston
Dave Wieslander, Mitchellville
Phil Hildebrand, Pleasant Hill
Gary Heuertz, Potk Cily
Lori Fregl, Runnells
Bob Andeweg, Urbandale
Steven Gaer, West Des Moines
Jerry Suflivan Windsor Heights

Robert Brownell
Angela Connolly
E.J. Giovanetti
Tam Hockensmith
Jehn Mauro

Denny Presnall, Ankeny
Bill Elson, Bondurant-Farrar
Doug Rothtus, Daltas C.-Grimes
Marc Ward, Des Moines
Chris Sonner, Johnston
Larry Matijevich, North Polk
Joel Godwin, Saydel
Katig Temple, S.E. Polk
Cynthia Munyon, Urbandale
Jill Hanson, West Des Moines

BOARD OF REVIEW

COUNTY ASSESSOR

EXAMINING BOARD

T 10 Member Board

* Conference Board
Appointment (6 yr)

* Conterence Board
Appointment

* 3 Memher Board
Appointment

* Each Conference Board
Unit Appoints One




b

STAFF OF POLK COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
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To: Mcembers of the Conference Board
From: Jim Maloney, Polk County Asscssor
Date:  November 1, 2007

Subject: Annual Report

Altached is the annual report for the Polk County Assessor for fiscal year 2006/2007. |
invile you to read through these pages and learm more aboul what took place dunng the
year.

Our mission is and always has been to estimate the fair market value of residential and
commercial property in Polk County. We continue to do a credible job in this regard. as
evidenced by the fact that the Towa Department of Revenue and Finance deemed that no
adjustments (or “equalization orders’™) were necessary for any property class in Polk
County. This mcans that we arc keeping asscssments in line with sale prices, which is
our goal. Polk County has not received an equalization order for a number of years —
something that T am personally very proud of.

It is intcresting that we may be entening a pertod of declining real cstate values,
something that we have not experienced in Polk County for a very long time. (Our data
doesn’t show this happening, but some pundits think it’s only a matter of time.) But if
the market goes down, so wall the assessments, as we just follow the market whichever
way it goes.

[ am also very proud of the talented team of people who work in the Polk County
Assessor’s Office. Theirs 1s not always an easy job. but our employees are professional,
accessible, diligent, and take great pride in their work.

Here is some additional information 1 would like to share with you:

e In past years, we have published a report identifying the wop property tax payers in
Polk County. We arc no longer doing this because it’s getting more difficult to be
certain of the accuracy of the information. For cxample, there are a varicty of ways in
which a property owner can hold title, and it’s sometimes difficult to discern who is
ultimately behind the various legal entities, partnerships, corporations, and so forth.

e Wc arc also changing the way we report data. Historically, we’ve collected and
reported data in a way that makes perfect sense for us, but that can be confusing when
trying to compare it to outside sources of information, I'or example, we typically
exclude certain real estate transactions from our reports — sales to family members,
for instance, where the sale price may or may not be a reflection on true market value.
But Realtor® groups, and others who track sales, don’t cxclude all of the information
we do. Because it is hard to compare apples to apples when there arc so many
different reports, we are aligning our numbers to be more consistent with how others
track data.



® As many of you know, our officc has a lawsuit pcading over a controversial ruling by
the state that mandates property be valued at its “value in current use and not at its
highest and best use™ rather than its market value. We are adamantly opposed to this
ruling for a vanety of reasons, the main one being that it will shifi the tax burden
between various groups of tax payers, and that is fair {o no one. Al the present ime,
the suit is winding its way through the system, and a judge is sct to hear the case in
December. If you would like morc information on this topic, please sec archived
issues of our newsletter RealTalk at www.assess.co polk.ia.us. (Click on “Asséssor
News.) There is an additional link to copies of the petition, answer and depositions at
this address for those who might want to delve deeper into the issue.

® A new statewide Property Assessment Appcal Board began operating in 2007, this
board is charged with hearing appeals from property owners who protested an
assessment decision and were not satisfied with the outcome. Statewide, there were
877 appeals filed, 276 of those were in Polk County — nearly all are still pending.

The goal of this new board is to cnsure that assessments are equitable and fair, but to
do that will require very thoughtful presentations of evidence by both the Assessor
and the property owner. When we are provided with evidence that the property
owner is correct (usually it is because of new information such as correct dimensions
of the structure, a more recent sale than we knew about, ete.) we arc glad to adjust the
assessment accordingly. Success of this initiative will also require very well written
opinions and guidance from the appeal board itself. Given the volume of appeals, it
appears o us that both the assessors and the PAAB have major challenges ashead.

e [inally, in the coming year we will continue our exterior review project by senior
staff of residential property in Polk County. This process 1s being done to verify that
the information we have about a pruperty appears correcl. For example, we are
looking for things like new structures, improvements or other changes to the home
that we don’t have on record. This is a routine process; we will not be entering
homes unless invited. One-third of the homes were reviewed for the 2005 assessment
vear, one-third of the homes will be reviewed for the 2009 assessment year, and the
remaining one-third of the homes will be reviewed for the 2011 assessment year. A
map showing the arcas scheduled for review is on page 12.

1 hope you find the information in this report wseful, and that vou will contact me if you
have any questions or would like more information. As always, our office wants to be
your resource for properly assessment and related issues.






