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Purpose of Vision Committee

The Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee wa created by the RCD Board and first
convened in September 2006. its purpose as defined by the Board is to

Develop an overall plan or sense of complete design
for the Roosevelt Cultural District.

Focus of Vision Committee

The Vision Committee determined that its goal was to

Enhance the ReD for district properties and adjoining neighborhoods.

To accomplish that goal. the committee adopted three objectives, all of equal importnce:

Objective 1:

Objective 2:

Objective 3:

Improve the appearance and perception of the RCD

Accommodate existing levels of vehicular traffc
Increase safety for pedestrians

The Vision Committee decided that to enhance public perception and awareness of the
Roosevelt Cultural District, it would be essential to improve the appearance of the District's
primary street, 42nd Street. The committee agreed to concentrate on 42nd Street initially and
look at the remainder of the District in subsequent phases. The committee thus focused on
improvements along 42nd Street and three adjoining side streets: Rollns Avenue, Chamberlain
Avenue, and Crocker Street.

Existing Conditions

42nd Street Aooearance. In its current state the 42nd Street right-of-way between the freeway
and Chamberlain Avenue is a rather desolate four-lane concrete strip. Even as it narrows to
three lanes north of Chamberlain Avenue, and then narrows again to two lanes north of
Crocker Street, its main function is obviously to move vehicular traffc quickly through the area,
without regard for aesthetics. The west side of 42nd Street is lined with utility poles carrying
overhead electrical transmission lines and cable television distribution lines. No street trees are
planted along either side of 42nd Street between the freeway and Crocker Street.

42nd Street HeavY Vehicular Traffc. In addition to being the District's primary street, 42nd
Street is one of the city's major thoroughfares. It is very heavily traveled between the freeway
and University Avenue, carrying over 16.000 vehicles per day',

. City of Des Moines, 42nd Street/Kingman Boulevard Streetlight Study, October 2005. 42nd St. average
H hour weekday count immediately south of Kingman Boulevard: southbound 8,418, northbound 7,941.
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42nd Street Pedestrian Safety and Convenience. Pedestrian travel is promoted in the
neighborhood. Hubbell Elementary School encourages its students to walk to and from schooL.
Quite a few Roosevelt students also walk to and from schooL. And the Waveland Park
Neighborhood Association's Action Plan designates the entire neighborhood as a pedestrian-
friendly area. But pedestrian safety and convenience along 42nd between the freeway and
Crocker Street is inconsistent. Pedestrian signals are installed at Center Street and
Chamberlain Avenue. But neither signals nor crosswalks are in place at Crocker Street, where
during their lunch break and after school significant numbers of Roosevelt students dodge traffc
daily to reach the convenience and pizza stores on the east side of the street. Nor is there a

crosswalk at 43rd and Chamberlain, which is along the designated safe route for Hubbell School
children walking to and from schooL. Continuous sidewalk is in place along the west side of
42nd Street. But none exists on the east side of the street south of Chamberlain Avenue.
where the apparent pedestrian route is the walkways immediately in front of the shops and the
Playhouse. No signage or painted markings are in place there to guide pedestrians along that
route. Therefore. pedestrians frequently walk along the narrow traffc island that separates the
Shops at Roosevelt parking lot from 42nd Street.

Plan Elements

The Vision Committee proposes several Plan Elements to improve the appearance of 42nd
Street, to enable it to continue to accommodate heavy vehicular traffc. These Plan Elements
are described and illustrated on pages 4 through 6 of this report.

The Plan Elements are described area by area as follows:
. 42nd Street between the freeway and Crocker Streets

. Chamberlain Avenue I Crocker Street route

. Chamberlain Avenue east of 43rd Street

. Rollins Avenue

. Hubbell School Propert

Vision Committee Recommendation

The Vision Committee furter proposes that the RCD Board adopt these recommended Plan
Elements and work with the City of Des Moines to begin implementation.
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42.. Street: Center Street at far left Crocker Street at far right

42nd Street
. Locate a major focal point at the northeast corner of 42nd and the freeway for an ReD

welcome and ID signage. and as a potential site for outdoor art.

. locate an Reo welcome and lD signage at the southwest corner of 42nd and Crocker.

. Examine the potential for outdoor art location west of the fire station in the tr.ffc island
between freeway on- and off-ramps (not shown).

. Reconfigure 42nd Street between Crocker and Center as a three-lane street with one lane
northbound. one lane southbound, and a center turn lane.

. Retain the fourth lane in front of Hilyer's Cleaners as parallel parking space.

. Indude a short fourth lane in front of the Playhouse to accommodate right-hand turns onto

Rollns and into the Shops at Roosevelt front parking lot.

. Convert the easternmost lane of 42nd between Chamberlain and Center into a wide

sidewalk and planting spaces for trees, grass, and f1owerbeds.

. Add a wide sidewalk to the east side of the street between Rollns and the freeway off-
ramp.

. Widen the sidewalk on the west side of the street in frOnt of Hubbell Elementary SchooL

. Retain the pedestrian crossing signal at 42nd and Chamberlain.

. Plant street trees along both sides of the street, but delay planting along the Playhouse

frontage until it is determined whether potential renovation to that facility will take place.

. Set freestanding planters on both sides of the street between the curb and sidewalk to

separate pedestrians from vehicular traffc.

. Replace the narrow strip of tuti along the west side of the street between the curb and
sidewalk with textured paving.

. Bury the overhead electrical and cable TV lines between the freeway and Crocker.
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Chamberlain and Crocker looking West: Chamberlain at left; Crocker at right

Chamberlain Avenue I Crocker Street Route
. Re-establish the historic Chamberlain-Crocker alignment as a two-way street to provide a

continuous route connecting neighborhoods east and west of 42nd Street.

. Add a pedestrian crosswalk table across Crocker Street in front of the Roosevelt Manor

apartments.

. Reconfigure the Chamberlain-Crocker intersection in front of Roosevelt Manor apartments.

bumping out the curb on the south side of the street to narrow the intersection and add
green space.

. Add street trees along Crocker Street west of 42nd Street.

. Study the necessity/desirability for a signalized intersection at 42nd and Crocker, after it is

determined how the new traffc signals at 42nd and Kingman Blvd. modify southbound 42nd
Street traffic flow.

Chamberlain Avenue east of 43rd Street
. Relocate the mid-block pedestrian crosswalk slightly east to align with walk leading into

Hubbell School propert and add curb bump.out5 for pedestrian safety.

. Reconfigure the parking lot entry drives west of Boulevard Sport to put them at a safe

distance from the relocated crosswalk.

. Keep the current configuration of Chamberlain Avenue between 42nd and 43rd as a two-

way street with parallel parking along both sides.

. Reconfigure the Chamberlain-Crocker intersection so that Chamberlain east of 43rd Street
forms a right-angled tee with the Chamberlain-Crocker realignment.

. Narrow Chamberlain at the east end to define parallel parking areas near 42nd Street and
add green space.

. Add street trees along the south side of Chamberlain west of 42nd Street.

Roosevelt Cultural Distict Vision Committee Report 5
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Rollins Avenue Looking East: Shops at Roosevelt at left: Playhouse at right

Rollns Avenue
. Retain the current one-way eastbound configuration.

. Add back-in diagonal parking stalls to the south side of the street.

-- --- ------:i
-~~:C7 "~.:=o

Hubbell School: 42c. Street and Chamberlain Avenue frontages

Hubbell School Propert
. Support school site committee effort to improve playground north of new gym addition.

. Support school site committee effort to convert the storm water detention basin near

42nd and Chamberlain to a rain garden.

. Support school site committee effort to replace the chain link fence along 42nd and

Chamberlain with a brick pier and wrought iron fence.

. Support school site committee effort to add tree and shrub plantings to school grounds

along 42nd Street.

Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee Report 6
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City and Community Involvement
Vision Committee representatives presented its initial Plan Elements to various City of Des
Moines officials, the general public, and several west side neighborhood associations.
Committee members also discussed the Plan Elements with ReD merchants. Comments and
concerns raised at these presentations resulted in modification of some initial Plan Elements to
what is proposed in this report. Transcripts of the comments and concerns, letters of
endorsement from neighborhood associations, and a petition signed by several neighborhood
merchants are presented at the end of this report.

Meetings with City Offcials
. Mayor Frank Cownie discussed the Plan Elements with the ReD Vision Committee at a

meeting he attended on August 28. 2007.
. Councilwoman Christine Hensley discussed the Plan Elements with the RCD Vision

Committee at meetings she attended on October 17.2006 and May 29. 2007.
. City Traffc and Transporttion Department head Gary Fox discussed the Plan elements

on two occasions. He met with two members of the RCD Vision Committee on March
5.2007; he also attended a Vision Committee meeting on May 29. 2007.

. One member of the RCD Vision Committee met with City Forester L G (Skip) Moore
on August 29. 2007 to look over the area and discuss possibilties for street trees.

General Public Presentations of the Plan Elements
Comments received from people viewing a display of the Plan Elements are shown on the
following pages.

. RCD Festival Week and Jazz in July performance. July 10. 2007

. RCD Festival Week, July 12.2007

Neighborhood Association Presentations of the Plan Elements
Comments about the Plan Elements received from people attending various neighborhood
associations are shown on the following pages.

. Drake Neighborhood Association board meeting. August 8. 2007

. Ingersoll Park Neighborhood general meeting. September 13, 2007

. Merle Hay Neighborhood Association board meeting. September 17. 2007

. North of Grand Neighbors board meeting. July 25. 2007

. North of Grand Neighbors general meeting. August 13. 2007

. Salisbury Oaks Neighborhood Association general meeting. August 22. 2007

. Waterbury Neighborhood Association board meeting. August 19, 2007

. Waveland Park Neighborhood Association board meeting. August 14.2007

. Waveland Park Neighborhood Association general meeting. October 2. 2007

Neighborhood Association Endorsements
The RCD Vision Committee received endorsements from three neighborhood associations.
Copies of the endorsement letters are presented on the following pages.

. Drake Neighborhood Association endorsement, dated August 13. 2007

. Ingersoll Park Neighborhood endorsement. (undated) received in September 2007

. North of Grand Neighbors endorsement, voice vote at July 25 meeting, no letter
received

Local Merchants' Concerns
The RCD Vision Committee received a petition In September 2007 signed by several local
merchants stating their concerns about some of the Plan Elements. A copy of the undated
petition and signature sheet are presented on the following pages.

Roosevelt Cultural Distrjct Vision Committee Report 7
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Roosevelt Cultural District
Presentation to Drake Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
August B. 2007, 7pm at Holiday Inn Express

Concept presented by Rod McCullough with assistance from Sheena Thomas, Tim Schott and
Bob Gernes

The Board voted to endorse the concept as presented and will send a letter of endorsement to
Rod McCullough or Sheena Thomas

Comments and SU22estions from Individual Board Members:
. like the traffc calming aspects of the plan and the way it reduces confusion

. Will ReD be searching for grant money as a 50 I-C3 organization?

. Would like to have ReD ask DSM Traffc & Transporttion Dept. to address confusing lane
shift for westbound drivers heading west along Center Street from the westbound 1.235 off-
ramp.

. Current right turn on red from southbound 42nd Street to westbound 1-235 on-ramp and

Center Street may need to be modified because numerous school-age children cross there
on the way to and from Roosevelt and Hubbell

. There could be possibility of working with Hubbell and Roosevelt schools to create a

Children's Garden in the Hubbell North Field area.
. There may be a possibility of coordinating with Drake Neighborhood Association to use

their Neighborhood Revitalization funds for certin streetscape improvements.

Roosevelt Culturol District Vision Committee Report 9



Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee
Presentation to Ingersoll Park Neighborhood General Meeting
September 13.2007. 7 pm at Waveland Hall in Plymouth Church

Concept presented by Rod McCullough with assistance from Tim Schott and Bob Gernes

Comments and Suiiestions from Nei~hborhood Association Members:
. There may be increased cross traffc at Crocker that will impact neighborhoods near

Crocker east and west of 42nd Street
. How wil this be funded~ (Cit street improvements done through capital improvements plan; non-

city property improvements through effort by propert owners, including grants ond donations, e.g.
Hubbell play equipment by Hubbell PTA)

. Will Chamberlain west of 43rd be two-way~ (Yes)

. What is a cultural districd Is it a state or federal designation? (Described cultural district)

. What's the process~ What's holding this up~ (Described this as the very beginning of a process.
I st step is to gather public input at neighborhood meetings. Next step is probably to present the
concept and public input comments to City Council; Council and Cit staf wil then determine

process from that point forward.. The proposed improvements are a series of smaller, distinct
projec that could be incorporated into the City's capitol improvement plan over several years.)

. Raised medians don't seem to be a good idea; paint would be better

. Traffc lights at Center, Crocker, Kingman, and University need to be sequenced

Roosevelt Culturol District Vision Committee Repon /0
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Roosevelt Cultural District
Presentation to Merle Hay Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
September 17.2007, 6pm at Linthicum residence. 1505 Merle Hay Road

Concept presented by Bob Gernes

Comments and Su¡¡estions from Individual Board Members:
. How wil this be paid for~ (Public street improvements through Crts coPitol improvements

budgets; public streetscape improvements through combination or public funds, grants, fund-raising,
and donations; non-dty propert through fund-raising, gronts, and donations, e.g. Hubbell
playground equipment by Hubbell PTA)

. What shops wil replace Reichardt's in Shops at Rooseveltl

. Thinks the 3-lane is a good idea since the westbound exit ramp's dedicated right-turn lane

has been removed
. Some board members commented that the ideas were good and would benefit the

neighborhoods, the west side, and the City.

. Questions about whether and when there will be a trail from 42nd east to the 40th St
pedestrian bridge

. Will Chamberlain east of 4Jrd be one-way eat or west! (Could go eiter woy)

. Is this a neighborhood projecÛ (RCD is on overlay witin two neighborhoods but is 0 separate

enti)
. When will the project start~ (Described the process as gathering and compiling public input;

presenting concept and input to City; study and recommendations by Planning staff actn by City
Council to accept or modify or reject and if accepted, adding public projects to capitol
improvements pion and private projects seeking funding)
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Roosevelt Cultural District
Presentation to North of Grand Neighborhood Association General Meeting
August 13, 2007. 7pm at Grand Suites

Concept presented by Rod McCullough with assistance from Bob Gernes

Ouestions. Comments and Su¡e-estions from Association Members:
. Witt there be road closures during constructionl

. How witt the pedestrian bridge at 40th St connect to 42nd (Discussed the new trail along the
noise wall)

. How much interaction is there among the shops in the area, and the schools and the
Playhouse?

. When might Rollins be paved east of 4 i st SU

. Are there places for benchesl (Yes; pointed out the Chamberlain-Crocker convergence as on

example)
. What is the Hubbell Rain Garden? (Described the Rain Gorden purpose.)

. What about the art Where does it come from and who decides? (Pam Bookey attended a

meeting and is aware or the concept)
. This is a wonderful idea that will calm down 42nd St traffc.

. Any thought about what goes in the medians? (Not yet)

. The area needs a unified identity; it is now seen as an assemblage of independent units and
not a single place.

. Is the Roosevelt lawn in the planl

. Music Under the Stars may be looking for a new home, and the Roosevelt campus is being

considered.
. Artwork could be embedded in the sidewalks.
. Benches provide resting places for older pedestrians who might need to stop a while.
. Crossing the 42nd Street bridge is scary. and I'd like to see improvements to make it feel

safer.
. Expand the tree-planting and area identity east to 4 i St St., Rollins, and Crocker.
. Do you have a websjte~

Roosevelt Cultral District Vìsion Committee Report /2



i-I

Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee
August 20, 2007

Presentation to Waterbury Neighborhood Association Board
5 pm Sunday. August 19

5306 Grand Avenue

Concept presented by Bob Gernes

6 Board members present

Several board members voiced interest and support for the concept, but wanted to discuss it
among themselves at a separate meeting prior to agreeing to endorse it.

Comments from Individual Board Members (and resbonses):
. Waterbury NH is supportive of the Roosevelt Cultural District as demonstrated by a

donation to the ReD of _" (He mentioned the amount but I don't remember - I think it
was either $100 or $500).

. Where is ReD in the process! (Making presentations to adjoining NH ossodation boards and

general meetings.)

. Who with the City has seen this and what did they think~ (Gary Fox, Tramc Engineering. liked

it Christine Hensley. Word 3 City Council rep.. liked it and encouraged us to show it to
neighborhood organizations and at public gaterings and ask for input)

. What other neighborhoods have you presented to so fad (Nort of Grand Neighbors Board
meeting and General meeting; Drake Neighborhood Boord; Waveland Pork Neighborhood Boord.
Droke and NOG voted to endorse; Waveland Pork wanted to delay endo/'ement until after RCD
had presented concept at their Fall general meeting.)

. Have you had any opposition~ (Yes; Boulevard Sport likes neither the Chamberlain one-way east
nor the prospect of trees along 41nd and Chamberlain.)
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Roosevelt Cultural District
Presentation to Waveland Park Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
August 14,2007, 7pm at College Ave Christian Church

Concept presented by Rod McCullough with assistance from Tim Schott and Bob Gernes

The Board decided to wait until the results of the WPNA Fall general meeting to see whether
or not to endorse the concept.

Later in the meeting the board asked the RCD to present the concept as part of the WPNA Fall
general meeting program on future neighborhood streetscape improvement projects.

Questions. Comments and Sul!~estions from Individual Board Members:
. What will the width of the sidewalk be along east side of 42ndr (Up to 8 ft is possible; 6 (t is

more likely)

. i would like to see RCD signage show up on the drawing.

. What are the traffic counts on 42nd Streed

. What about a pedestrian bridge across 42ndr

. What is the rationale for pedestrian crossing at Crocker~ Would it replace the pedestrian
signal at Chamberlain? (Explained that the signal at Chamberlain would be converted to a
pedestrian-.ctvated light similar to those being installed on Universny Ave in (rant to Droke)

. Back-in angle parking is safer for several reasons.

. Has Boulevard Sport been told of this~ (Yes. They didn't like it. primarily because o(the one-
way west They a/so thought the trees along 42nd and Chamberlain would interfere wrt the view
toward their store (rom 42nd Street)

. Will DSM Traffc Engineering accept the 42nd and Crocker 3 lanes! (Yes. Gary Fox has seen
the concept and approved o( it)

. What funding sources will we user (As many as we can find, including Ullian Swartell grant (or
trees along 41nd Street)

. Gary Fox has said that if NH groups take the initiative and raise funds. the City can match
with street and utility work.

. Suggest that its time to contact the OM Register Neighbors Section reporters to explain

the plan.

. Has this been presented to the Traffc Safety Committee? (No, but Gary Fox has seen it)

. Who in the City Administration has seen the concepd (Christine Hensley and Gary Fox.)
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Roosevelt Cultural District
Presentation to Waveland Park Neighborhood Association General Meeting
October 2. 2007, 7pm at Northwest Community Center

Concept presented by Rod McCullough with assistance from Bob Gemes

Questions. Comments and SUl'eestions from Association Members:
. Concerned about parking lot access routes to Blvd Sports and other shops west of 42nd at

Chamberlain
. Will Crocker Street be two way~ IYes)

. Supports idea of a cultural district

. We live at 900 43rd and we would be backing out of out driveway onto a much busier
street

. What's the purpose for narrowing Chamberlain! (Traffc calming; More parking for busjnesses;
Safer crossing for Hubbell students; More space to plant trees)

. Who will use additional parking on Chamberlain, students?

. Shops at Roosevelt are always fighting to keep (Playhouse) parking out of the front lot;
maybe more Chamberlain parking would help

. Lots of trashllitter from Roosevelt kids along Chamberlain

. Should there be more trash receptacles in front of the shops along Chamberlain so the

Roosevelt kids might throw less trash around?
. Is street parking at Chamberlain useful for Roosevelt evening activities~

. Are the Crocker street traffc lights a reality or on a wish list? fOn a wish list)

. The street alignment geometry at Chamberlain/Crocker/43rd could be modified to sharpen

the curb and slow traffc
. Would the stoplight at Crocker clog up traffic more on 42nd1
. l think one.way streets are confusing and may keep people away from the area

. Raised medians in 42nd will take away street area that could be better used for traffc,
especially if the medians slow down emergency vehicles

. Should the short stretch of Chamberlain be closed altogether?

. Moving traffc onto Crocker will make a busy and dangerous place even more so

. All merchants fronting Chamberlain, most merchants west of 42nd, and some east of 42nd

are opposed to traffc changes on Chamberlain

Roosevelt Cultural Distict Vision Committee Report /5
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Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee
Bob Games
1011 45th Stret

Des Moines, IA 50311

Dear Bob,

The Ingersll Park Neighborhod Assotion Board of Directors and the general
membership have had an opporunity to review the trffic and streelscape
changes proposed for the area surrounding the Roosevelt Shopping Center.
The Board and members overwelmingly approve the design concept. The
beautifition and traffc cotro effort are long overdue and will enhance the

unique charcter of the district.

Our membership did have a few concerns or suggestons thai we wanted to
share. FIrst. it was not clear to us if the 42f' Street m8Óians were to be raised
and planted like those along Fleur Dri or left as undecorated concrte.
Concerns were expressed about the posibility of raised medians making it
harder for drivers 10 see the children that swarm around Hubbell 9 months of the
year, Seco, we thought that changing the direction of the one-way on
Chambertin (fro east to wet) would make it easier to accss the businesses
alog the stretc of Chambeain just west of 42nc, Finally, it was suggested that
any beautication effrts for the area wold fall short as long as the massive
billboard remains in place beside the Playhouse.

We wold like to thnk the vision commitee for all of its hard work and lime.
Please keep us ¡nfanned as the ReO plans proress.

Sincrely,

Davi DeForest Colvig

President, Ingerson Park Neighborhoo Associatio

Roosevelt Cultural District Vision Committee Repon /7
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Stee is II Ve crl emcy vehlC roe. Emrgency velc mus be able to pa
throgh th area urpeed. Aditionally, jf 42'" St bees a stop and go traffc
8luaon, it wlll be innvie fo pepl, and cold creete th op efec wl
rr aviding 42nd ra thn USni It Fo th sake of coien, motri cold
be motted to avo 42nd raer ttan usng It shifng mo trff to Pok Blvd. and 35th
StMt bo of whic, all for faIrl unobs nortso tnivel.

3. Pr tr patt chang for Crr and Chambelo ha th poential to
nega af propvalues for rests on 43rd and Crer, the owr of th
Ro Shng Ceer,ln additon to lo Of buine forth m8lclnt& on Chamberlain
and 42n Str We feel th Iri trc on Crer and re 8O to
Chmbeln, will hive nepUv affec for all. Th ow oftt Roove stng Cer
Is opp to any prop chng to his proprt, acc to his pai1ni lo and direnal
and P8núnø, chng to Chmberlin..

4. M pe wh are In the area on a daily ba, we fe the addltiolang panún¡space
on Chambrlain ere un-eeed and unnery. Th mercnts on th we sie of 4200
Stree ha sufnt perking Th pr parkng sp alon Chmberlin would mo
likely recive lit daily us wit th ØJepon of th Roott stdent who would us
them. An tfth is the ca, who will be reible to pick upth tr that th I$uden
roinely leve ne to thr veic?

5.Tree and Piantn¡s as Io. as th are julcus spce as to not obsct viws of
mori are e go adlU Howev,6O tr&6 and p1ntng should not obsre th
bunes alo Chmbeain, () th view of any children In th are. We feel stngJth
for the chUdren'S end otr peesn's saet, and th merclnts well beng th iO
lines of si are of the ut ImPOrtnc. Aelly, a lo could be aciev wit lo
plntng and we- SPce tr hor, grt care should be taken so as no to Interere
wi moort's 6ne of sig
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AssoB of th kilJy ow, 'amllybune Wh have In ye In th Rolt
Comunit, iind depe OI th Mea fo ourflnanci liviho and that of our
empl we opp many as of th Rolt VIon Pr whic wold fesUIt inano co prct In th Immll are the adltlstpligt and the
chen¡in. of th tnff dlre of Chmbl1ln, and pro alera to 42 Stee We
fee1l th ar a numbe of Uilnp wh can be do to beut th area, sl do th
4200 st tn which wold mlnlmlz the invenlece to ne~ I'ts end
Vi to th are. Beale Is a ¡o eimpl of an af8, whlctl utlizes. slor spd
limit timl Iine, bl ia pen crolka p1ntlngs, and rør Poic tr
pa Th me wold us f_1Incend maeril r8rc wo creat le
confu, and wold no be høl' to ou bUSnss and neibo plop \/UI8nd
the erronme

""..

M
f1

Roosevelt Cultural Distria Vision Committee Report /9


