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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as
heretofore amended, by amending Section 126-186 and adding and enacting a new
Section 126-186.01, relating to issuace of probationar certificate of public convenience
and necessity for vehicles for hire",

which was considered and voted upon for the first time under Roll Call No. 11- or 'Zl- of

Januar 24,2011, and considered and voted upon for the second time under Roll Call No.
11- ad. Lj 9 of Febru 14, 2011, again presented.

Moved by that ths ordinance do now pass.

ORDINANCE NO.

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
GRIESS

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

HENSLEY among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first

MOORE above written.
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MOTION CARD APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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Janua 24,2011

HONORABLE MAYOR AN-Ð MEMBER
OF THE DES MOINS CITY COUNCIL

RE: Ordinance A.mendment Providing for Probationary
Taxicab Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity

At the Januar 10, 2011 City Council meeting, the City Council diected the City Manager and
Legal Deparent to prepare an ordinance that allows for the issuance of a probationary taxicab
certficate of public convenience and necessity. In response, a proposed ordiance has been
placed on the agenda which amends the procedures for issuace of taxicab operator certificates
to alow for the potential issuance of a probationary certficate.

The ordiance includes a new section 126-186.01 providig for the potential issuance of a
probationar certficate of public convenience and necessity by the City Council. If the City

Council determes that there is a public need for fuer taxicab service but the Council is
unable to fully ascertai the fitness, willigness or ability of the applicant to provide taxicab

service in accordance with City ordiance requiements, the City Council may diect the issuance
of a probationary certificate.

Durg the one-year probationar certificate period, the City Traffc Engieer will notify the City
Council if he detem1Ies that the probationar certificate holder has violated an ordiance
regulating taxicab servce, has violated any other law relating to public transportation safety or
has operated in a maner indicatig an inability to provide reliable taxicab service. Follo"wing
notification from the Traffic Engieer, the City Council may act to revoke a probationar
certificate folloV\rig a public hearg. Note that City Council may consider suspension of a
regularly issued certificate only after at least three cour convictions in an 1 8-month period and
the City Council may consider revocation of a regularly issued certficate only after at least five
cour convictions with an 1 8-month period.

If the probationar certificate has not been revoked or there is no pending revocation at the end

of the one-year probationary period, the probationar certificate shall become a regular
certificate.
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AN ORDii~~~CE to amend the Mur~icipal Code of Lhe City of Des Moines)
Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5/
2000, as heretofore amended) by amending Section 126-186 and
adding and enacting a ne'W Section 126-186.011 relating to
issuance of probationa~T certificate of public convenience and
necessity for vehicles for hire.

Be It Ordained by the City COll-icil of the City of Des l~oinesl Iowa:

Section 1. That the MlLDicipal Code of the City of Des Moines,

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,8271 passed June 5, 20001

as heretofore amended, is hereby amended by amending section 126-

186 and adding and enacting a new Section 126-186.01, relating to

issuance of probationary certificate of public convenience and

necessity for \iehicles for hire, as follo\A7s:

See. 126-186. Issuance of certificate of public convenience and
neeessi ty.

(a) The city cOlLDcil shall determine whether a certifica-ce of
public convenience and necessity shall be issued to an
applic~-i-c under this division. In making that determination
the council shall consider the informtion in the application,
the results of the investigation and the following factors:
(1) Tne age of the applic~Dt. No certificate shall be granted

to ~DY person under the age of 18 years.
(2) The character, business and financial responsibility of

the applicant.
(3) Experience of the applicant.
(4) The expectation that if the applicant is granted a

certificate i the applicant will operate the taxicabs in
accord~Dce with this article.

(5) The number of vehicles the applicant Ow 
TIS or controls.

(6) The condition of each vehicle owned or controlled by the
applic~Dt including:
a. Age.
b . Type.
c. Whether and where the vehicles have passed recent

safety inspections.
d. General appearanc e / inc 1 uding c 1 eanl ine s s .
e. Fitness for patronage.



o
(7) Whether the applicant can provide 24-hour taxicab Y f

ser,,-ice.
(8) Whether the applicant iS able to operate a dispatch

service.
(b) l.¡ the city council finds that further ta-xicab service in the

ci ty is required by the public convenience and necessi 'Cy and
that the applicant is fit i willing i and able to perform such
public 'Cransportation a-Dd to conform to the provisions of this
article, then the city council shall direct the traffic
engineer to issue a certificate stating the name and address
of the applicant, the number of vehicles authorized llider said
certificate and the date of issuance ¡otherwise, unless :;
probationar,r certificate is issued in accordance with section
126-186.01, the application shall be denied.

(c) A person lawfully possessing a certificate shall not be
required 'Co renew the certificate unless it has been revoked
or voluntarily surrendered or all of the licenses herein
re~~ired are not renewed within 30 days after the expiration
thereof. Renewal of the certificate shall be pursua-Dt to the
same procedure as for the original issua-Dce 'Chereof. In the
event the application is denied, the city council shall
specify the grounds for such denial and the facts upon which
such denial is based.

Sec. 126-186.01. ?robationary certificate of public convenience ~id
necessity.

(~ \,:: i ïT r.ne ClI.V counc~i T 1 ndS i after considerar.1on oT the
inf onna 'C i on the applica'Cion, 'Che i-esiil ta of r.he

investiqatioL ~~d the factors set forth in s~~section l26 -186 r
fU:::Ther taxicab sei'\,ice in the city is recruired bv 'Che public
cori'\.ïêl-iierice and r.ieceSS2_r\:' b.ut the ci t..\t' cO-üTicil C3.nI1C)t Î\lll\i
ascei-tain that the 2.PD-1 iea_Ilt is fi t, willino =_nd a.ble to
perfoiw such public trò_nsDortation and to cor-norm to the
Dro-\ìislOl-.LS of ti-iis article r tr.!eri tr-.lE cit\.ï cOllDcil Tna\7 direct

'Che 'Craff-ic enqe,neer 'Co -issue
statinq the name and address of
vehicles authorized .ilider said

a Drobationar'\i ceri.~-F~ca."Ce
the applicant, the nUIT~er of
cen:ificate and the date of

issuance.
(b ì ? probationar\i ce,-t"Ì fe, ca'ce sha i i be -i n e¡¡ec'c fo'" ë. ere, od of

one \iear. The traffic enqineer sr.Lall Dromotl\j l-io"Cif\i the cit\i
CO\l.--celi ,¡ 'che t'-affe,c enG-ineer de'ce':m"Ìnes durinq the
effecti.v-e period of the probë.tionarv cer'Cificate that the
holder has viola'ced any provision of this article, has
violated any provision of 'chis Code or ordinance of the ci'cv
or ar.i\7 1 a ,\,,7 of the Ur~ited StatEs cJr tr.ie s"Ca'Ce relatiriq to
public "Cransportatiol-i safe"C\i" i or lias oDerated iri a manner
iDdic2.'Cinq tr.Lat -chs l-.iolder is .ù.nii'C or 1..:anle 'CD prO\riâe
reliable 1YL1blic 'cranspor'Cation service.



( ~\, '- J FoilD~",7inq t.ne :-.!ct:~¡ f':l ca-:":: on frorn 'Cns "Craffic

(d)

Drobatior.iar\-i certificate rna~~i be re-vcJ:ed b\i r.rie cit\i council.
Prior CD revoeacion as provided in this section, the holder
sha i 1 be q"i ven 'Ch-ree days \Ai1-i tten notice bv the ci tv cl e,k of

'Che proposed 3.ction co be 'Caken and shall be afforded an
opporcunicv to appear before the eicv council and be heard.
Provided the probationary eertifieace has not been revoked or
i:here is no pendinq revocacion action before the cit\' COlL-Deil,
the certificate shall ac i:he end of i:he probationai\í period
become a reqular certificace subi eec co che telLnS and
condi tions of this article.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect

from and after its passage ~id publication as provided by law.

FORM JI_PPRO\i ~D:---,/~
~¿_ ~7

/,/' Lawrence R. McDowell
Deputy City Attorney
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