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LtS
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,
2000, as heretofore amended, by amending Section 114-234, and
by repealing Sections 114-397, 114-434 and repealing Article
XIV. Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations,
and by adding and enacting a new Article XIV. Bicycles, in
Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations, relating to
operation of bicycles.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000,

as heretofore amended, is hereby amended by amending Section 114-

234, and by repealing Sections 114-397, 114-434 and repealing

Article XIV. Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle

Regulations, and by adding and enacting a new Article XIV.

Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations, relating

to operation of bicycles, as follows:

Sec. 114-234. Bicyclea or aPushcarts and An~al-drawn vehicles.

Every person propelling any pushcart or riding ~ bicycle
eran animal upon a roadway and every person driving any animal-
drawn vehicle shall be subj ect to the relevant sections of this
chapter applicable to the driver of any vehicle.

state law reference (s) --Similar provisions, I. C. § 321.234.

Sec. 114 397. Lampo and rc£lcctora on bicycløa.

E7ery bicycle oh~ll be equipped ',;i th ~ l~mp on the front
eJ,hibi ting ~ ',;hi te light, ',;hen uoed upon the otreeto, oide',;~lko ,
high',;~yo, p~rk ro~d:J or multi uoe recre~tion~l tr~ilo of the city
~t ~ny time from ounoet to :Junri:Je, ~nd ~t ~ny other time ~hen
there io not :Jufficient light to render cle~rly di:Jcernible peroon:J
~nd 7ehicle:J on the high'.;~y ~t ~ di:Jt~nce of 500 feet ~he~d. Such
light oh~ll be 7ioible from ~ diot~nce of ~t le~ot 300 feet to the
front. Such bicycle ~Jhen 00 u:Jed oh~ll diopl~y ~ l~mp on the re~r
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exhibi tire ng ~ red li fl '~r, eJ,cept th ~ t 7ioible f
1R0unted not I ~t 1n lieu th rolR ~ diGtance
ground, which e~G th~n 21 if1Che~reof lRay be une~f 300 fee~ ~e the
500 feet to 50 ~~ll be viGible a~or ,lRore than 12 û red reflee~er1R0tor ., h' eet fEe flgh~ J' inchen as. euiele di I ' IR the bic' I rolR all d' ove theap ay1ng 1~llfUii:el C "hen dirCCtl;Gtancen i;ithin

state 1 ighted headl in front ofaw rafere alRpG aaae (s) B' , '
Sec. 114 4~4 . imil~r n~e 'n _~ ~L "iGion:J. Biaye~e ' I ~ R 3___ s . '- . u ') 1 . ') 9'7 .-ireaa "" "-~or lihiatl

No bicycl as,
upon a :e' e :Jh~ll :eicycle ~ny 0' e equipped ~;i~~iren or ,;hiotle. -en nor Sfl

S~ . all any peroona.. 1aw uaereference (a) Simil.:ir pro"i 'v oiono,

ARTICLE Xl..Y. BICYCLES

LC. 5 321.431.

DIVISION 1. CENED.!'.LL Y

Sec. 114 677. Report of dcalera.

or E~ery peroon en 'oecondh~nd b' g~ging in th
police aL- en icycleo :Jh~l 1 e buoineo:J aL- h 'r . ePi Is' H mal. r ~uY'
n~lRe and add icycle purcft ' e a '"eekly re .., fig or ocllin~a è reOG eJ' ~ft aaod o"l, port te ~ft " neii.. encription of ' ..e peroon from "ao d by the dea" e .chief of
~~d ~he identifica\hC b1cycle by n~~:OI purchaoed o~e~, giving the

to un t on the biCycl~on plate ni.cr ' e~ or lRakc, the fa IlholR oold,o alRp a numer th it ohall be the id, afiY. If no fr~ ralRe numbercreon uty of the pol,' IRe fiumer in
See. 114 678. ice dep~rtlRentRcacr","cd.

Sec. 114 679 Removal of pla tea

No pcroon
durinn ~~e oh~ll remo"e, "rn- 1,0 ' ' . - an,' 'è '
diom~ntled L- riod for ',Jhic~ ,l entific~tion
c' ~ ror reI' ' n iooueè platei y otreet or pUb'fH or otheniiGe' CiwCpt IlheniC ,;~y. or lo no 1

See. 114 680. onger1\1 tera t .:ion of aerial f

, It ohall rama aam
lRal1eiouni . be unlaiiful f ar.
serial f ,remove, des~ or anyralRe number of .. roy, lRutilate peraon to

S ~ny bicycle re or alter theeca. 114 681 11 gl:Jtered und4 683 er. RoaorJ'cd

Sec. 114 684. 1\udiblc .a:iEjnal .

from ~ bicycl
a :e' eicycle '
èl è lO:Je upon ~ny

',;illfull .
ma . :E 1- or. nu ~cturer'
:t~ ' :J,LO di TTio 'v ion.
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No per:Jon :Jh~ll oper~te ~ bicycle on ~ny city otreet,
~~d~~:ik' 'hi;;;,laY, p~rk road or multi UDC recreational tr~il ii~i:~
:: :;;. :q~~~P~d ;;i th ~ bell or other mech~nic~l de~ice ~~~~b~~ ~:
__~__ .i-t--g ~ cle~r ~nd ~udible :Jign~l for ~ di:Jt~nce of ~t le~:Jt
100 feet.

Sec. 114 685. Sirena and uhiatlea prohibited.

No per:Jon oh~ll oper~te ~ bicycle on the public ~avs ef ~fle
ci ty ~;hich i:J equipped ',;i th ~ oiren or ',Jhi:Jtle o~, ':~ ~~ ~ny de~ice
c~p~ble of duplic~ting the :Jound of ~ :Jiren or ;;hl:Jtle.

State la.., reference (a) Simil~r pr07i:Jiono, I. C. 5 321. 131.

Sec. 114 686. Lampa and reflector 
a .

E';ery bicycle oh~ll be equipped ~nd uoed ~:J required in
:Jection 111 397 of thio ch~pter.

Sec. 114 687. Brakca.

~~~~y ~~c~~le ,uoed upon the, city otr,eeto, oide',;~lko" ~~~~"J~r~ '
~~~~ ~:~ 0 m lti uoe recre~tion~l tr~ilo oh~::l be e2~:~~~d ~~:~
~ ~~ai~ ~;h~~ ;hall enable the opcrntor to mal,e the br~kcd iiheei

~~~; i~ ~ 'level pavement and ',ihich may be applied ûnd bring the'c 0 ~ otop ',;i thout the br~ke locking the br~ked ',;heel.

Sec. 114 688. Applicability of motor ..rehiele la..,a.

:;ery perDon operating a bieycle upon the oit~ :;:;;t~,

~~~~~~~~, pf¿i~ ronda, or multi uGe, recrentiona: trûil~ ~~~l ~~:: ~ to l:J ch~pter ~nd other cl ty tr~ffic or~~~~~:: a~~ ~~:
~~:~~ ~~:~~;eG applioable to the, driverD of motor vehicle~, ex::~:
;;: i regulationG in thio chùpter and e)(cept ~: ;~ :h:~~
ro;' :Jion:J of ordin~nceo ~nd ot~tuteo ~hich by their n~ture c~n

h~7e no ~pplic~tion.

Sec. 114 689. Riding on handlcbaro.

It :Jh~ll be unl~~ful for the oper~tor of ~ny bicycle or ~ny
~~~~~~;oi~ ~ot ,equiPped Úth a Gidec~,r or buiH to :r~a_~ap:::" t~~
::~::ìì~' .J~;~ upon ~n1 :Jtreet, oide,,~lk, hi.?~:,:), p~i:~c =d ::

~~~~î b~~ L~ reational trail, to Cûrry any othe~' perGon upo~ t~:e 0, fr~me or other p~rt thereof or for ~ny other peroon to
:JO ride on :Juch ~ehicle.

Sec. 114 690. Obedience to oignalo.
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, E~ery per:Jon '

offici~l tr ,oper~ting ~ bic .
~pplic~ble to~ff:: aign~lo, oi~~~le "hall obey the à'u' Oener "e;;' . " and other iractiono ofo;;~aer, ~fid · ic eG, unlaaa a ' control de" '
p , ,;: Hcd, unle~~all obey diraetion th~~\!1Ge directed by n . ieeo
or ohe ahall then ~~~~ ~~roon dia!Rounta ~~~: t~CI~ti vc to p~~~~~e regul~tion:J ~nnl " he bicycle, ¡¡hen he

Sea. i~4 6 ~~"ica~le to à L..' - ~_ --91. piaaa ef ri~ _ pe ,eatriana.a.i.ng .

E"Jer .
h' '1 peroon oF'er~t:'~gh'.lûy, par Ie rand ' ing ~ bicycle'
"ide of the '.1' or bilee,;"y Ghall ' upon a atreet, ai "
:Jt~ndinrr "eh' ~~ ~o pr~ctic~ble eye r,id,e .:0 ne~r to the ~' de,,~llc," ". niClC Of ' ,rciaing à' dgh~~:"~
riding upon any otr o~c p~oceeding in the ,~e oare ,;hen p~oo in;'
reore~tional tr~' iee, ' aidc.mlle, high" ' G~!Re direotion. Wh ~
than t,;o abrea G t i '.11 th othe r cyeli 0 t .. a "' par Ie road or !Rult en 00

. a, there oh~ll i UGenot be more

Sec. 114 692. Carrying paeltagca.

h' No peroon oper~t'
n~icg~',;~y, p~rk ro~d or m~u~~' ~ bicycle unon~ ,e~ge 13 " ' ni uoe "
i ' ,~n_Ie or art' i recreationnlc~ot one h~nd upon u:-ec ~ '"hich prcJent:J the~ndleb~ro .

Sec. 114 693. Con trol ili th handa on handlcbara.

The one~ +-
1 t ~ ~ ~or of ~ h'F';~riC ~ea~ oicve1e '~~ ~; ~ or m'u1 +- ' J ~ unon ~ +-" ' ni UGe ~ acree~'"

h,,~~r ontrol ~t nll t' reereation~l trail oh' i~i-eii~lle, highilOY~a;: one or bo i!fea and at all' a leeep t~ ~' '
i the bralei~~ ~:::da upon the hand;~~~~" during opcrat~oni~~~i~
notu~teà 13 · ice if tHe 13 ' ~nd the É ·y the feet. r ~ Üng dC'1i 0' ' ee L engaged

e io deoigned to be

See. 114 694 ~9 .. ..crgi.nn- .&': ..rom allev or.i dri9,ìcuay.

B" ~he oper~tor of ~ B'uilding :Jh~ll' icycle emer in
extendin ' upon approachin g, g fro!f an aIle' à '
t~ ;ï'íL g acroaG any allc '" ' g a oidei/Ûlle or th "', ..nvolûy or
;po~ L~c~ede."t r iano appro~dhi~'t 0 r dr i neii~ y , y i e i d t~c G idoml Ie n rea
''Ch' tcnng the road"a' g on the Gidmmlk or ' nght of '.my. icleo approachin on" 't ohall yield the ' oideiialk ~rcn nndg the ro~d\J~Y. right of ',;~y to ~ll

~ otreet: ', ,oidc,;~lJtr~il oh~ll c,
rider from lc~~~~~g ~:~

Sec. 114. 695 . Operation on a idciralli:

Bicycle:J m~'
e~~~fUI ~nd pru'd~ntbe operated upon the' '
e~, ut !Rilea per h ' !fanner and at a rat public oidcinlleo in
"1,0" a 1" 13. ,our. Every I' e of opeed ~ a_ ' ..u ic aide,mll" eroon lmifull' no ciiceeding
oecupied by a h' e, ..hen appro~ch' 1 oper~ting n b' ,c ild under +-he ing ~ pedeotri~n o~ :ie') eleen age of 16 ' c a vchi ~:'~'1e~r:J, :Jh~ll ~~+-e e:i ei ther
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di:Jffount or give ~ cle~r right of ~~y to the full extent of ouch
:JidC",J~lJc to ouch pede:Jtri~n or child, ~nd in 07ert~king :Juch
pede:Jtri~n or child oh~ll gi ve ~n ~udible :Jign~l before p~:Joing.

Sec. 114 696. Clinging to other 7ehielco.

No peroon riding upon ~ny bicycle on ~ otreet, oide',;~lk,
high',;~y, p~rk ro~d or multi u:Je recre~tion~l tr~il oh~ll ~tt~ch the
bicycle or him:Jelf or heroelf to ~ny m07ing vehicle.

Sec. 114 697. Parlting.

No pcr:Jon :Jh~ll p.:rk ~ bicycle upon ~ otreet other th~n upon
the :Jide',J~lk in ~ r~ck to oupport the bicycle or ~g~in:Jt ~ building
or ~t the curb, in ouch ~ m~nner ~o to ~fford the le~:Jt obotruction
to pede:Jtri~n tr~ffic, or upon the p~rking ~re~ bct',;een the
oide',;~lJc ~nd the ro~d',,~y.

Sec. 114 698. Rccltlcaa operation.

No peroon oh~ll oper~te ~ bicycle upon ~ otreet, oide',J~lk,
high',;~:i, p~rJc ro.:d or multi uoe recre~tion~l tr~il ~t ~ opeed
gre~ter th~n i:J re~oon~ble ~nd prudent under the condi tiono then
exi:Jting, ~nd ~ peroon oh~ll not oper~te the bicycle in ouch ~
m~nner ~o to conoti tute ~ ',;illful or ',;~nton dioreg~rd for the
:J~fety of peroono or property.

Sceo. 114 699 114 1060. R-oacr:ed.

DIVISION 2. HUNICII'!'.LLY OWNED BIKEW7\YS

Sec. 114 1061. Repealed by Ord. 110. 14,141.

Sec. 114 1062. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1063. Repealed by Ord. 110. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1064. Repealed by Ord. 110. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1065. Repealed by Ord. Ne. 14,141.

Sec. 114 1066. R-opcalcd by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1067. Repealed by Ord. No. 14,141.

Sec. 114 1068. R-ocalcd by Ord. No. 14,141.

Sec. 114 1069. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.
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Sec. 114 1070. Repealed by Ord. No. 14,141.

Sec. 114 1071. Repealed by Ord. Na. 14,141.

Sees. 114 1072 114 1100. Roaer~ed.

ARTICLE XIV. BICYCLES

Sec. 114-677. Definitions.

The followinq words, terms and phrases, when used in this
chapter, shall have the meaninqs ascribed to them in this section,
except where the context clearl V indicates a different meaninq:

(a) Bicycle means either of the followinq:

(1) A device havinq up to four wheels and havinq at
least one saddle or seat for the use of a rider which is
propelled bv human power.

(2) A device having UP to four wheels with fully
operable pedals and an electric motor of one horsepower or
less.

(b) Multi-use trail means a way or place, the use of which is
controlled by the city as an owner of real property, designated bV
the multi-use recreational trail maps, as approved bv resolution by
the city council, and no multi-use trail shall be considered as a
street or hiqhwav.

Sec. 114-678. Alteration of serial frame numer.

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfull V or
maliciousl V remove, destrov, mutilate or alter the manufacturer's
serial frame number of any bicvcle.

Sec. 114-679. Sirens and whistles prohibited.

A bicycle shall not be equipped with and a person shall not
use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle. This section shall not
apply to bicycles ridden by peace officers in the line of duty.

Sec. 114-680. Lamps and reflectors.

(a) Every bicycle ridden at any time from sunset to sunrise
and at such other times when conditions such as fog, snow, sleet,
or rain provide insufficient lightinq to render clearly discernible
persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of three hundred
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feet ahead shall be equipped with a lamp on the front exhibitinG a
whi te liGht visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet
to the front.

(b) Everv bicycle shall be eGuipped with a lamp on the rear
exhibi tinG a red light visible from a distance of three hundred
feet to the rear; except that a red reflector may be used in lieu
of a rear liGht.

(c) Equivalent equipment such as headlamps and red light
attachments to the arm or leg may be used in lieu of a lamp on the
front and a red light on the rear of the bicvcle.

(d) A peace officer ridinG a police bicycle is not required
to use either front or rear lamps if duty so requires.

Sec. 114-681. Stopping.

Everv bicycle used upon the city streets, sidewalks, hiqhways,
park roads or multi-use trails shall be able to come to a complete
stop wi thin a safe distance.

Sec. 114-682. Applicability of motor vehicle laws.

Every person operatinG a bicycle upon the city streets,
hiqhwavs, park roads, or multi-use trails shall be subj ect to this
chapter and other city traffic ordinances and the state statutes
applicable to the drivers of motor vehicles, except as to special
regulations in this chapter and except as to those provisions of
ordinances and statutes which by their nature can have no
application or those provisions for which specific exceptions have
been set forth reqarding police bicycles.

Sec. 114-683. Obedience to sianals.

Every person operating a bicycle shall obey the directions of
official traffic signals, siGns and other control devices
applicable to other vehicles, unless otherwise directed by a police
officer, and shall obey direction signs relative to turns
permi tted, unless such person dismounts from the bicycle, when he
or she shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians.

Sec. 114-684. Improper Riding.

a) A person propelling a bicycle on any street, sidewalk,
hiqhwav, park road or multi-use recreational trail, shall not ride
other than upon or astride a permanent and reGular seat attached to
the bicycle and shall not use a bicycle to carry more persons at
one time than the number of persons for which the bicycle is
designed and equipped.
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b)
parade

This section does not apply to the use of a bicycle in a
or special event authorized by the city.

Sec. 114-685. Carrying paekaaes.

No person operating a bicycle upon a street, sidewalk,
hiGhway, park road or multi-use trail shall carry anv packaGe,
bundle or article which prevents the rider from keeping at least
one hand upon the handlebars.

Sec. 114-686. Control with hands on handlebars

The operator of a bicycle upon a street, sidewalk, hiGhway,
park road or multi-use trail shall keep the bicycle under control
at all times and at all times during operation shall have one or
both hands upon the handlebars and the feet enGaged with the
braking device if the brakinG device is desiGned to be actuated by
the feet.

Sec. 114-687. Place of riding.

(a) Any person operatinG a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed
less than the normal speed of traffic movinG in the same direction
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge
of the roadway except under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtakinG and passinG another bicycle vehicle
proceedinG in the same direction.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or
into a private road or driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions
(including, but not limited. to, fixed or moving obiects,
vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or
substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to continue along
the right-hand curb or edge. For purposes of this section, a
"substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a
bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the
lane.

(4) A facility that would allow bicycle traffic on the
left side of the roadway.

(b) Any person operatinG a bicycle upon a roadway which
carries traffic in one direction only and has two or. more marked
traffic lanes, may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of such
roadway as practicable.
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(c) When so riding upon any multi-use trail with other
cyclists, there shall not be more than two abreast.

(d) This section does not apply to the use of a bicycle in a
parade or special event authorized by the city.

Section 114-688. Bicycle Lanes.

(a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a
roadway, any person operating a bicycle upon the roadway movinq in
the same direction may ride within the bicycle lane.

(b)
move out
vehicle ,
if such
lane.

Anv person operatinq a bicycle wi thin a bicycle lane may
of the lane when overtaking and passing another bicycle,
or pedestrian wi thin the lane or about to enter the lane
overtakinq and passing cannot be done safel V wi thin the

(c) No person operatinq a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane
until the movement can be made with reasonable safety and then only
after gi vinq an appropriate siqnal.

(d) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane
established on a roadway except as follows:

(1) To park where parking is permitted.

(2) To enter or leave the roadway.

(3) To prepare for a turn wi thin a distance of 200 feet
from the intersection.

Sec. 114-689. Emerginq from alley or driveway.

The operator of a bicycle emerging from an alley, driveway or
building shall, upon approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area
extending across any alleyway or dri vewav, yield the riqht-of-wav
to all pedestrians approaching on the sidewalk or sidewalk area and
upon entering the roadway shall yield the riqht-of-wav to all
vehicles approaching on the roadway.

Sec. 114-690. Operation on sidewalk.

Bicycles may be operated upon the public sidewalks in a
careful and prudent manner and except where siqns are erected to
prohibi t riding on the sidewalk. Every person lawfull V operating a
bicycle upon a public sidewalk, shall yield the riqht-of-way when
approachinq a pedestrian and shall qive an audible siqnal before
overtakinq and passinq.
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Sec. 114-691. Clinqing to other vehicles.

No person riding upon any bicycle on a street, sidewalk,
hiqhwav, park road or multi-use trail shall attach the bicycle or
himself or herself to any movinq vehicle by tow rope, hand grip or
otherwise.

Sec. 114-692. Following Emergency Vehicles.

No person riding a bicycle shall follow closer than 500 feet
of an emergency vehicle as defined by Iowa Code section 321.1 which
has emerqency lights and/or siren activated, and shall not stop,
park, or leave a bicycle within 500 feet of an emergency vehicle
stopped in response to an emergency.

Sec. 114-693. Parkinq.

No person shall leave a bicycle lying on its side on any
sidewalk, or shall park a bicycle on a sidewalk in any other
position, so that there is not an adequate path for pedestrian
traffic.
Sec. 114-694. Reckless operation.

No person shall operate a bicycle with willful or wanton
disreqard for the safety of persons or property.

Sec. 114-695-114-1100. Reserved.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect

from and after its passage and publication as provided by law.

FORM APPROVED:

Douglas Ph
Assistant Ci Y


