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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5,
2000, as heretofore amended, by amending Section 114-234, and
by repealing Sections 114-397, 114-434 and repealing Article
XIV. Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations,
and by adding and enacting a new Article XIV. Bicycles, in
Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations, relating to
operation of bicycles.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines,

Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000,

as heretofore amended) is hereby amended by amending Section 114-

234, and by repealing Sections 114-397, 114-434 and repealing

Article XIV. Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle

Regulations, and by adding and enacting a new Article XIV.

Bicycles, in Chapter 114, Traffic & Vehicle Regulations, relating

to operation of bicycles, as follows:

Sec. 114-234. Bicyclco or aPushcarts and Animal-drawn vehicles.

Every person propelling any pushcart or riding ~ bicycle
eran animal upon a roadway and every person driving any animal-
drawn vehicle shall be subj ect to the relevant sections of this
chapter applicable to the driver of any vehicle.

State law reference (s) --Similar provisions, I. C. § 321.234.

See. 114 397. Lampo and refleetoro on bieyeloo.

E7ery bicycle .:h~ll be cquipped ',,'i th ~ l~mp on the front
e:nhibi-:ing ~ ',:hite light, ',:hen u.:cd upon the .:treet.:, .:ide',J~lk.:,
high~~y.:, p~rJc ro~do or multi u.:e recre~tion~l tr~ilo of the city
~t ~ny time from oun.:et to .:unri.:e, ~nd ~t ~ny othcr time ~hen
there i.: not .:ufficient light to render cle~rly di.:cernible per.:on.:
~nd 7ehiclc.: on the high',:~y ~t ~ di.:t~nce of 500 feet ~he~d. Such
light .:h~ll be 7i.:ible from ~ di.:t~nce of ~t le~.:t 300 feet to the
front. Such bicycle ~:hen .:O u.:cd .:h~ll di.:pl~y ~ l~mp on the re~r
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di::mount or gi ~vTe ~ cle~r right of ',;~y to the full e2rtent of ::uch
::idC',;~lJc to ::uch pede::tri~n or child, ~nd in oTvTert~Jcing ::uch
pcde.:tri~n or child ::h~ll gi 7e ~n ~udible ::ign~l befcre p~::::ing.

Sec. 114 696. Clinging to other ~chiclca.

Ho per::on riding upon ~ny bicycle on ~ otreet, ::ide',;~lJc,
high',;~y, p~rk ro~d or multi u::e recre~tion~l tr~il .:h~ll ~tt~ch the
bicyclc or hi~::elf or her::elf to ~ny n07ing 7ehicle.

Sec. 114 697. Parking.

No per::on ::h~ll p~rk ~ bicycle upon ~ ::treet other -:h~n upon
the .:idC',;~lk in ~ r~cJc to ::upport th:: bicycle or ~g~in::t ~ building
or ~t the curb, in ::uch ~ m~nner ~:: to ~fford the le~::t ob::tructicn
to pede::tri~n tr~ffic, or upon the p~rJcing ~re~ bet'.;een the
::ide',,'~lk ~nd the ro~d',;~y.

Sec. 114 698. Reekleoa operation.

No per::on ch~ll oper~te ~ bicycle upon ~ otreet, ::ide',;~lJc,
high',,'~y, p~rJc ro~d or multi u::e recre~tion~l tr~il ~t ~ .:peed
gre~ter th~n i.: re~oon~ble ~nd prudent under the condi tio~:: t~en
e2d::ting, ~nd ~ pcr::on ::h~ll not oper~te the bicl'cle in ::uch ~
m~nnor ~c to con::ti t:.te ~ ',;illful cr ',;~nton di::reg~rd for the
::~fcty of per.:cn:: or prcpcrty.

Seeo . 114 699 114 1060. Reoer.lo.ed.

DIVISION 2. ~m~JICll!'"LLY m.¡lJED B I KE'iJ!'" YS

Sec. 114 1061. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1062. Repealcd by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1063. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1064. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1065. Repealcd by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1066. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1067. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Scc. 114 1068. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.

Sec. 114 1069. Repealed by Ord. No. 14, 141.
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Sce. 114 1070. Repcalcd by Ord. No. 14,141.

Sce. 114 1071. Repcaled by Ord. No. 14,141.

Sceo. 114 1072 114 1100. RC3cr~cd.

ARTICLE XIV. BICYCLES

Sec. 114-677. Definitions.

The followino words, terms and phrases, when used in this
chapter, shall have the meaninos ascribed to them in this section,
except where the context clearl V indicates a different meaning:

(a) Bicvcle means either of the followino:

(1) A device having up to four wheels and havino at
least one saddle or seat for the use of a rider which is
propelled by human power.

(2) A device having UP to four wheels with full V
operable pedals and an electric motor of one horsepower or
less.

(b) Multi-use trail means a way or place, the use of which is
controlled bv the ci tv as an owner of real propertv, designated by
the multi-use recreational trail maps, as approved bv resolution bv
the city council, and no multi-use trail shall be considered as a
street or hiohwav.

Sec. 114-678. Alteration of serial frame numer.

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfull V or
maliciously remove, destrov, mutilate or alter the manufacturer's
serial frame number of any bicycle.

Sec. 114-679. Sirens and whistles prohibited.

A bicycle shall not be equipped with and a person shall not
use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle. This section shall not
appl V to bicycles ridden bv peace officers in the line of duty.

Sec. 114-680. Lamps and reflectors.

(a) Everv bicycle ridden at any time from sunset to sunrise
and at such other times when conditions such as foo, snow, sleet,
or rain provide insufficient lightino to render clearly discernible
persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of three hundred
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feet ahead shall be equipped with a lamp on the front exhibi tinq a
white liqht visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet
to the front.

(b) Everv bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the rear
exhibi tinq a red liqht visible from a distance of three hundred
feet to the rear; except that a red reflector may be used in lieu
of a rear liqht.

(c ) Equivalent equipment such as headlamps and red liqht
attachments to the arm or leq may be used in lieu of a lamp on the
front and a red liqht on the rear of the bicvcle.

(d) A peace officer ridinq a police bicycle is not required
to use either front or rear lamps if duty so requires.

Sec. 114-681. Stopping.

Every bicycle used upon the ci tv streets, sidewalks, highwavs,
park roads or multi-use trails shall be able to come to a complete
stop wi thin a safe distance.

Sec. 114-682. Applicabili tv of motor vehicle laws.

Everv person operatinq a bicycle upon the ci tv streets,
highwavs, park roads, or multi -use trails shall be subi ect to this
chapter and other ci t v traffic ordinances and the state statutes
applicable to the drivers of motor vehicles, except as to special
regulations in this chapter and except as to those provisions of
ordinances and statutes which by their nature can have no
application or those provisions for which specific exceptions have
been set forth reqardinq police bicycles.

Sec. 114-683. Obedience to siqnals.

Everv person operating a bicycle shall obey the directions of
official traffic siGnals, siqns and other control devices
applicable to other vehicles, unless otherwise directed bv a police
officer, and shall obey direction siqns relative to turns
permi tted, unless such person dismounts from the bicycle, when he
or she shall then obey the requlations applicable to pedestrians.

Sec. 114-684. Improper Ridinq.

a) A person propellinq a bicycle on any street, sidewalk,
hiqhwav, park road or multi-use recreatiònal trail, shall not ride
other than upon or astride a permanent and reqular seat attached to
the bicycle and shall not use a bicycle to carry more persons at
one time than the number of persons for which the bicycle is
designed and equipped.
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parade
This section does not appl V to the use of a bicycle in a

or special event authorized by the city.

Sec. 114-685. Carrvinq packaqes.

No person operating a bicycle upon a street, sidewalk,
hiqhway, park road or multi-use trail shall carry any packaqe,
bundle or article which prevents the rider from keepinq at least
one hand upon the handlebars.

Sec. 114-686. Control with hands on handlebars

The operator of a bicycle upon a street, sidewalk, highway,
park road or multi-use trail shall keep the bicycle under control
at all times and at all times during operation shall have one or
both hands upon the handlebars and the feet enqaqed with the
brakinq device if the brakinq device is designed to be actuated bv
the feet.

Sec. 114-687. Place of riding.

(a) Anv person operatinq a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed
less than the normal speed of traffic movinq in the same direction
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edqe
of the roadway except under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtakinq and passinq another bicycle vehicle
proceedinq in the same direction.

(2) When preparinq for a left turn at an intersection or
into a private road or driveway.

(3) When reasonabl V necessary to avoid conditions
(includinq, but not limited to, fixed or movinq ob"iects,
vehicles, bicvcles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or
substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to continue alonq
the riqht-hand curb or edqe. For purposes of this section, a
"substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a
bicycle and a vehicle to travel safel V side bv side within the
lane.

(4) A facili tv that would allow bicycle traffic on the
left side of the roadway.

(b) Anv person operating a bicycle upon a roadway which
carries traffic in one direction onl V and has two or more marked
traffic lanes, may ride as near the left-hand curb or edqe of such
roadway as practicable.
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(c) When so riding upon any multi-use trail with other

cyclists, there shall not be more than two abreast.

(d) This section does not apply to the use of a bicycle in a
parade or special event authorized by the ci tv.

Section 114-688. Bicycle Lanes.

(a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a
roadway, any person operatinq a bicycle upon the roadway movinq in
the same direction may ride wi thin the bicycle lane.

(b )
move out
vehicle ,
if such
lane.

Any person operatinq a bicycle wi thin a bicycle lane may
of the lane when overtakinq and passinq another bicvcle,
or pedestrian wi thin the lane or about to enter the lane
overtaking and passinq cannot be done safely within the

(c) No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane
until the movement can be made with reasonable safety and then onl V
after qi ving an appropriate siqnal.

(d) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane
established on a roadway except as follows:

(l) To park whereparkinq is permitted.

(2) To enter or leave the roadway.

(3) To prepare for a turn wi thin a distance of 200 feet
from the intersection.

Sec. 114-689. Emerqing from allev or drivewav.

The operator of a bicycle emerqinq from an allev, dri vewav or
building shall, upon approachinq a sidewalk or the sidewalk area
extendinq across any alleyway or dri vewav, yield the riqht-of-way
to all pedestrians approaching on the sidewalk or sidewalk area and
upon entering the roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all
vehicles approachinq on the roadway.

Sec. 114-690. Operation on sidewalk.

Bicvcles may be operated upon the public sidewalks in a
careful and prudent manner and except where siqns are erected to
prohibi t riding on the sidewalk. Everv person lawfully operatinq a
bicycle upon a public sidewalk, shall yield the riqht-of-way when
approaching a pedestrian and shall qive an audible siqnal before
overtakinq and passing.
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Sec. 114-691. Clinqing to other vehicles.

No person ridinq upon any bicycle on a street, sidewalk,
highwav, park road or multi-use trail shall attach the bicycle or
himself or herself to any movinq vehicle by tow rope, hand grip or
otherwise.

Sec. 114-692. Followinq Emergency Vehicles.

No person ridinq a bicycle shall follow closer than 500 feet
of an emergency vehicle as defined bv Iowa Code section 321.1 which
has emergency liqhts and/or siren activated, and shall not stop,
park, or leave a bicycle wi thin 500 feet of an emerqencv vehicle
stopped in response to an emergencv.

Sec. 114-693. Parkinq.

No person shall leave a bicycle lyinq on its side on any
sidewalk, or shall park a bicycle on a sidewalk in any other
position, so that there is not an adequate path for pedestrian
traffic.
Sec. 114-694. Reckless operation.

No person shall operate a bicycle with willful or wanton
disreqard for the safety of persons or property.

Sec. 114-695-114-1100. Reserved.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect

from and after its passage and publication as provided by law.

FORM APPROVED:


