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RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE DECISION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION TO CONDITIONALLY APPROVE A CERTIFICATE OF

APPROPRIATENESS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A DECK AT
1957 ARLINGTON AVENUE

WHEREAS, on April 18, 2012, the Historic Preservation Commission conditionally
approved an application from Donald Crouch for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a
deck along the northwest comer of his residence at 1957 Arlington A venue, subject to the
following conditions:

1. The balustrade (deck railng) shall be constructed of wood or a composite wood
materiaL.

2. Compliance with the building code and obtainment of all necessary permits for
construction.

WHEREAS, Donald Crouch has appealed the Commission's decision to the City Council
pursuant to §58-31 (f) of the Des Moines Municipal Code, and seeks permission to use a vinyl
material for the deck railing.

WHEREAS, on May 21,2012, by Roll Call No. 12-0778, it was duly resolved by the
City Council that the appeal be set down for hearing on June 11, 2012, at 5:00 p.m., in the
Council Chambers; and,

WHEREAS, due notice of the hearing was published in the Des Moines Register on May
24,2012, and a copy of the notice was provided to Donald Crouch; and,

WHEREAS, in accordance with the said notice, those interested in the issuance of the
Certificate of Appropriateness, both for and against, have been given opportnity to be heard
with respect thereto and have presented their views to the City Council; and,

WHEREAS, Section 303.34(3) of the Iowa Code and Section 58-31(f) of the Des Moines
Municipal Code provide that on an appeal such as this, the City Council shall consider whether
the Historic Preservation Commission has exercised its powers and followed the guidelines
established by the law and ordinance, and whether the Commission's decision was patently
arbitrary or capricious; NOW THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, as follows:

1. The public hearing on the appeal is hereby closed.

2. The City Council hereby finds that the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission
approving a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a deck at 1957 Arlington
A venue subject to compliance with the conditions identified above, is not arbitrary or
capricious and should be upheld.
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3. The City Council hereby finds that the decision of the Historic Preservation Commission to
require the modification of the deck railing to be constructed of wood or a composite wood
material was not patently arbitrary or capricious for the following reasons:

a) The Architectural Guidelines for Building Rehabilitation in Des Moines' Historic
Districts state that "new decks.... ...should have no major impact on the original building
and its character, and be designed with appropriate balustrade and compatible materials."

b) Wood is a historic material type that is typical to the River Bend Local Historic District.
The Commission found that composite wood would be a compatible material as it has
similar visual and durability qualities as wood.

c) The conditions imposed by the Historic Preservation Commission are consistent with the
Architectural Guidelines for Building Rehabilitation in Des Moines' Historic Districts
and gave Mr. Couch reasonable options in constructing his deck.

( Council Communication No. 12- ~ i i )

MOVED by
Preservation Commission.

to adopt, and affirm the decision of the Historic

FORM APPROVED:~;:~
Roger K. Brown
Assistant City Attorney C:\Rog\Historic\Appeals\Tully\RC Hrg Affinn.doc

COUNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
GRIESS

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

HENSLEY among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
MOORE

hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

!\OTION CARRIED APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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CITY Of" DES MOINES
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
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This Certificate of Appropriateness is valid for one year from the meeting date
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This Decision of the Historic Preservation Commssion does not constitute
approval oí any construction. All necessary permits/must be obtained before
any construction is commenced upon the Property. A Certificate of Occupancy
must be obtained before any structure is occupied or re-occupied after a change
of use.
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To be filled out by the Applicant (cotinued)
Searate des each job to be performed on the exterior of the strchre and/or propert.
4a What is being done? 4b. What materials are being used? 4c. What changes in appearance will there
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Sa What is beng done? 5b. What materals are being used? 5c. What changes in appearance wil there

be?

6a. What is being done? 6b. What materals are being used? 6c. What changes in appearance will there

be?

Attch drawings as descrbe on page 2 to ilustrte above descrbed changes.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MEENG SUMMAY

D.!\i c. Ap 13~ 2012
1l~.i 5:30 P.M.
?lCE: Crl Cm Cba~

Ci Ha 40 Rai:: D. Ra Driæ

co¡lmnSSONffS PRSE: &J Hcldernes (Chair). York Taenze¡; (Væ Chair), Patci
"'Pa"" Ba~ Rof "Be!!)''' Gt Same Es Oe Maíchand and Davi Sweet

comttM~ONES ABEN: Brænn &¡e. Sæey FewtOn. Shirrey Sha-w and Tere Weidrnaier.

STAf PRES9ff: Jas Van Es" SeiirCN Ci~ Píin.

DISCUSSION SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM #1

~ €r Did Cir (own), ta aRrn'l th oonslìlI of a d'k il the nortwes coer of the hous at
¡Ç51 ~:.~!i;:-; Avem m ii Rm Bed l.crli Hb""c Dicr (lt1..20I1-9JJ;I l.
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Ba Es .Aed ~f me wer alJ' res of me nOelse having a rear porch at one time.
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~ ooiird prhæy spk to me queson as he gre up in the hOUS.

Clå: Holderes it.s me apiæn to coe fo.BW.

jiird Cmdi (195 ft.nmgf Atru.er Des Moines): Indica th he wa born in the house in
19'39 an slmied a nfsmc i;ftatph of me ~¡,ol!se. Staed th this hous and a fot of other
hüus ii me ar we cocl to apaFi diung me waii and right afer the \I'aL" This house
wa oorite fu :3 a¡dref Stcd l: afr its faer pc:'S~ away he bought the house from
me esæ in 1937 amd OOr.~ei ~ ba to a singre-ariry nous. Note that the house has
af~mn srrng ai ei aíd-ie garae Mier the origmf cart was loca. It has combinaton
sr wiooows ai a ilSNel st.e gutt sysl. Noted tnt he did have me front porc
æc~ ~ds inodmg if-dq a æstom made raing to waa me original poli. Staed that he did
il~ lß~ to sp his gddei years paintng and d'omg mafntance and mat is why he is proposing a

mJC rañng I! oiwo. Trete rurner is net (dea to paint and ne wants me railing to be whrte
to lmGWM -r mm t. me hOUS. Exre his belIef th 00 (me from th st would be abfe to tell
me dim-e bàæn Wt and ~
CirËr Hcl€f Sa ma sh cod nat re9l a tie ma me Commrssfon has approved the use
af \iiW maer"

Bar Es J.ed if ~i.e ~GS a ræir perm ct Olie llime.
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~oPr
Histori Preseaton Commission April 18, 2012

Baines Estes: Moved approval of the staff recommendation with the addition of allowing composite
wood to be an option for the balustrade

York Taenzer: Seconded the motion.

VOTE: A vote of 6-0-1 was registered as follows:

Aye Nay Abstain Absent
Barry X
Bye X
Griffin X
Holderness X
Estes X
Fenton X
Marchand X
Shaw X
Sweet X
Taenzer X
Weidmaier X

ACTION OF THE COMMISSION:

Granting the applicaion as presented subject to the conditions below would be in harmony with the
historic character of the neighborhood and would meet the requirements set out in the Historic
Distrct Ordinance, the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, and the Cit of Des Moines' Standard Specifications.

CONDITIONS:

1. The balustrade shall be constructed of wood or a composite wood materiaL.

2. Compliance with the building code and obtainment of all necessary permits for
construction.
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