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An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDNANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des
Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore
amended, by repealing Article V. Vehicle Transportation Services of Chapter 126,

Vehicles for Hire, relating to vehicle transportation services",

presented.

(Council Communication No. I ip-\

Moved by_ that this ordinance be

considered and given first vote for passage.
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^'

^^f'.-'.'

(First of three required readings)
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other proceedings the above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

City Clerk



^
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDDs[ANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted
by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, by repealing Article
V. Vehicle Transportation Services of Chapter 126, Vehicles for Hire, relating to vehicle

transportation services.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, is hereby amended by

repealing Article V. Vehicle Transportation Services of Chapter 126, Vehicles for Hire, relating

to vehicle transportation ser/ices, as follows:

ARTICLE V. VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES (Repealed by Ord. No. 15,—)

See. 126 226. Statement of policy and purpose.

(a)—It is the policy and purpose of the City ofDes Moines to promote adequate and satisfactory

vehicle for hire services that will promote a positive image to residents and visitorQ within

its corporate limits. To achieve this goal, this article provides for the regulation of

companies providing transportation services that will reasonably protect the public interest,

welfare, health and safety, and will promote the availability of transportation services to

the public while protecting the principles of free enterprise.
{b)—The rights granted under this article are, at all times, subservient to the right of the City to

fully exercise its rights of control over the streets, alleys and public ways of the City ofDes

Moines.

Section 126 227. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases when used in this article have the following

meanings, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Airport means the Des Moines International Airport.

Airport authority means the Des Moines Airport Authority created in chapter 22 of this

Ambulance means a vehicle which is equipped with life support systems and used to transport sick

and injured persons who require emergency medical care to medical facilities.
Chief of Police means the City ofDes Moines Chief of Police or that person's designee.

Church bus means a vehicle used primarily for the transportation of the members, guests or staff

of a church.
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ÎD
(ID
^
ws^
i*.

(t> ^1

(̂ID
£&

<t> s-

v^o^

-I

:•̂^

®
ft
^. A

t>

^
$- ^

$'
<R
<1D

rf+ 1+tl

<t>
^-
I-

^
^
d^. <1

I
(t

(t^
hjj
'i

<t>

^

^

T^

I

^ ^
>ti
^

:1
(R

^̂ ^.
^ Ĉ1D
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why the proposed action should not be taken; and

^§-)—Advise the respondent that if he fails to appear at the hearing, action may be taken

in his absence. Copies of such notice shall also be sent to the complaining party, if

applicable.
(b)—Hearing. A hearing shall be held before the Traffic Engineer on the date and time and at

the place contained in the notice described above.

{^-)—If the respondent appears, he shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard.
Following the hearing, the Traffic Engineer may take or refrain from taking the

proposed action or may modify the same by placing reasonable conditions on the

respondent, or otherwise, according to the provisions of this chapter.
(3)—If the respondent fails to appear, notice of the decision made or action taken shall

be given to all parties, and unless appealed to the Council as hereinafter provided,

such decision shall be final and binding ten (10) working days from and after the
date of the decision.

(3)—Notice of the action taken or decision made shall be given by Certified Mail, return

receipt requested to the respondent, mailed to the most recent address provided by

the respondent.

(4)—The respondent shall be advised of his right to appeal the action or decision to the
Council.

(e)—Appeals to the Council. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Traffic Engineer may

file an appeal to the Council by filing a written notice of appeal with the Traffic Engineer
within ten (10) working days of the date of the decision complained of. Such notice shall
specify the grounds for the appeal. A hearing on the appeal shall be heard by the Council

not later than thirty (30) days from the date of filing the notice of appeal. If an appeal is
filed, the Traffic Engineer shall notify the complaining party, if any.

(d)—Enforcement stayed. If an appeal of the Traffic Engineer's decision is made to the Council,
enforcement of such decision shall be stayed until the Council has rendered its decision,
unless the Traffic Engineer certifies to the Council that a stay would cause imminent danger

to life or property.

See. 126 230. VHC certificate required.

(a)—A person shall not operate a vehicle for hire company within the City without a current and

valid VHC certificate.
(b)—VHC certificates shall not be sold, assigned or otherwise transferred without approval of

the City Council.

See. 126 231. Requirements for VHC certificate holders.

Holders ofVHC certificates shall meet the following requirements:

(a^—The Holder must require all drivers authorized to operate a transportation service vehicle

and provide vehicle transportation services to be at least eighteen (18) years of age.
(fe)—The Holder must require all drivers authorized to provide vehicle transportation services

to possess a valid Iowa Class D Chauffers' Driver's License; proof of vehicle registration

for the vehicle which supplies the vehicle transportation services in accordance with the
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ŷ/i

<̂&
^

^- 4h^ ^'

i-^
.<$

T1.^-

(t> w

(r> ~f- Ecr&-

<t? ^^ ^

v>

^ $

$

Wi
(C

^ $ tf^ <s
CD

<f3.>4
Cp

4'. EB

^ ^
tUi

<&
4=>

<ti. (fe

$~^r ^
l.i

' Et: .?t>
crt)
crt;

>̂a
a>

31-
(t>

^

(̂t>

S~ <f.

dr- ±

(̂t
'^ g. ^ (̂++

CTD
0^ ±'d3 $
$-^
d>
Tb dD
^ (tL-

0d!
<&

If
<1=>

<̂D
hh

tp
(D CD
® hth

H—<
s>

^ 
ŝ>
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ĈD
(S

CD
4+i

y -^
<t> <f
^ ^II

^3 a^ ^

'#. tb

^

^ -r ^

11-
^

^ III
!&- 3s
(t>

^
1 $.N0
^ I.

^

(D

^
hh

CD

1-p.

Fp
crt) 9L
(S
as
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pursuant to section 1 15(d) of this Code.

(b)—Any person who fails to perform an act required by the following provisions of this article,

or who commits an act prohibited by the provisions of this article, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor punishable by a fine, or imprisonment as provided by section 1 15 of this

(V) —126 231 subsection (g)(l), (g)(2) and (g)(3), regarding posting of rates, rate
violation and receipts on request respectively;

(3)—126 231 subsection (k), requiring most direct route;
(3)—126 2/12 subsections (a) and (b), regarding vehicle identification and driver

identification respectively;
(4)—126 2'16, regarding solicitation of passengers by driver;

(§-)—126 247 subsections (a), (b) and (c), all regarding prohibited solicitation;
(6)—126 2/)8 subsections (a) and (b), regarding receipt and discharge of passengers;
(7)—126 249, regarding solicitation of other common carrier passengers;

(8^—126 250, regarding additional passengers;
(9)—126 251 subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d), all regarding passenger loads;
<40)—126 253 including all subsections (a) through (r), regarding driver prohibitions;
(4-1-)—126 258, regarding standing oftaxicabs only in taxicab stands.

(e)—Upon issuance of any citation or charge under this article, the issuing agency shall deliver

a copy of the citation to the city prosecutor and the Traffic Engineer.

See. 126 245. Prcpaymcnt of fares and refusal to pay.

(a)—Every driver ofaTSV shall have the right to demand payment of the estimated legal fare

in advance and may refuse employment unless so prepaid.

(b)—Any person who contracts with a vehicle for hire company and uses a TSV for the purpose

of riding therein, or transporting any goods, wares or merchandise, and who refuses to pay
the fare shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

See. 126 246. Solicitation of passengers by driver.

No driver shall solicit passengers for a TSV except when sitting in the driver's compartment or

while standing immediately adjacent to the curb side of the vehicle. The driver of any TSV shall
remain in the driver's compartment or immediately adjacent to his or her vehicle at all times when

the vehicle is upon the public street. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prohibit any

driver from alighting onto the street or sidewalk for the purpose of assisting passengers into or out

of the vehicle or from complying with the directions of the person engaging the TSV regarding the

loading or unloading of any baggage, goods, wares or merchandise.

See. 126 247. Prohibited solicitation.

(a)—No driver shall solicit patronage in any unreasonably loud voice or by sign or in any manner

disturb the peace, quiet or good order of any person or obstruct the movement of any

persons, or follow any person for the purpose of soliciting patronage.

(b)—No driver shall solicit business for any hotel, or to attempt to divert patronage from one
hotel to another.
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^
-(6)—Other information as the traffic engineer, shall deem reasonably necessary.

(d)—An annual license shall be issued upon compliance with subsection (c) of this section, as

well as sections 126 231 (b); 126 23 l(c) of this article with regard to insurance, and
payment of fees as set in sections 126 235 and 126 232(b) of this article.

(e)—No paratransit service license issued pursuant to this article may be sold, assigned or
transferred without the prior approval of the city council and a finding ofconformance with

all of the applicable standards prescribed in this article.

(f)—The city council may suspend or revoke any or all paratransit service licenses issued under
this division for failure of a licensee to maintain compliance with the standards of this

article, but only after warning and a reasonable time for compliance has been given. The

traffic engineer shall give the pamtmnsit service owner 15 days' written notice of the city

council meeting at which the suspension or revocation action shall be presented.

<g)—Subooctiono 126 23 l(d); 126 23 l(o); 126 231 (f) and section 1262^10 of this article
concerning drivers' requirements shall apply to the operation of a paratmnsit service.

(b)—Section 126 2/11 of this article concerning vehicle inspections; maintenance and equipment

shall apply to the operation of a paratransit service.

(i)—Any operator of a paratransit service shall also comply with any and all applicable federal
statutes and regulationQ and shall maintain evidence of such compliance for the review of

the traffic engineer.

ff) —Section 126 2/12 of this article concerning vehicle designation and driver identification
shall apply to the operation of a paratransit service.

(k)—A current schedule of all rates charged for services provided by the pamtransit service shall
be filed with the traffic engineer.

(1)—Section 126 238 of this division concerning reports and records shall apply to the operation

of a paratransit service.

(ffl)—Subsection 126 232(d) and section 126 1<\/\ of this division concerning misrepresentation

and fraud in securing licenses and criminal and civil penalties shall apply to the operation

of a paratmnsit service.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect as of 12:00 midnight January 1,

2017.

FORM APPROVED:

•^

<— ^>v- /\
Douglas P. Philiph
Assistant City Attorney
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