* Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

B

An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8™ Street, Des
Moines, Iowa",

which was considered and voted upon under Roll Call No. 17- of June 26, 2017;
again presented.
Moved by that this ordinance be

considered and given second vote for passage.

(Second of three required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION | YEAS [ NAYS | PASS | ABSENT CERTIFICATE

COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby

CATTO certify that at a meeting of the City Council of said
City of Des Moines, held on the above date, among

GRAY other proceedings the above was adopted.

HENSLEY

MOORE IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first

WESTERGAARD above written.

TOTAL
MOTION CARRIED APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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Date June 26, 2017

An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8t Street, Des
Moines, Iowa", ‘ '

" presented.

Moved by W that this ordinance be

considered and given first vote for pggsage.

FORM APPROVED: _
(First of three required readings)

G Ll Oomady

Ann DiDonato
Assistant City Attorney
COUNCIL ACTION | YEAS | NAYS | PASS | ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE /
COLEMAN L/ I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
CATTO Vg certify that at a meeting of the City Council of said
City of Des Moines, held on the above date, among
GRAY v other proceedings the above was adopted.
HENSLEY v
MOORE 174 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
Ve hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
WESTERGAARD above written. ’
TOTAL Vi
MOTION CARRIED ' APPROVED
& f‘é | Q
;% W 2 Mayor City Clerk
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. Date: | June 26, 2017
r’ 2 COHDCII Agenda Item No. —Sﬂﬁ ” !3
AN PR Roli CallNo. ['J7] = B
cins oF DESMOINES il Cgfgn Iz:hu:lliatlﬁn Communication No. 17-499
ce of the City Manager Submitted by: Benjamin R. Page, Park
and Recreation Director
AGENDA HEADING:

Hearing for vacation and lease of Royal Park.

SYNOPSIS:

Hearing regarding the proposed vacation and lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner until
the park’s future can be determined as part of the City’s upcoming parks and recreation comprehensive

plan.

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

e On January 31, 2017, the Parks and Recreation Department received a letter from the River
Bend Neighborhood Association regarding concerns in the River Bend Neighborhood (included
below). One (1) of the concerns was the condition of Royal Park. They requested that
improvements be made to the park or if improvements could not be made then the City should

consider disposing of the park.

e Royal Park is a 0.2 acre park that is surrounded by single-family homes on both the north and
south side of the park and an alley along the east edge of the park. Currently the park has two
(2) benches and a sign with the remaining portions of the park comprised of open space.

e After reaching out to the neighborhood association and the surrounding property owners, staff
considered the following options for the future of the park:

1) Leave the park “as is” which would be a small open space within the park with a sign

and a couple park benches
2) Update the master plan for the park

3) Target the park for disposition and use the proceeds of the land sale for park

improvements in the neighborhood

4) Sell the property and acquire another more appropriate parcel of land in the general

vicinity of the park )

5) Acquire additional properties connected to the park to increase the size of the park

6) Keep ownership of the property, but lease to adj oining property owners for a garden
lease until the park and recreation comprehensive plan is completed and the need for the

park can be determined
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e Many of the above options would require budget allocations and City Council approval, which
are not currently within the adopted six (6) year Capital Improvement Program.

e OnMay 17, 2017 a public meeting was hosted to allow the public to comment on the proposed
temporary lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner. Prior to the meeting notices were
sent to property owners within 500 feet of the park, to every neighborhood association
president and a press release sent out regarding the proposed lease. Four (4) people attended
and were in favor of the proposed temporary lease and vacation of Royal Park.

e Atits May 23, 2017 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board unanimously approved a staff
recommendation to vacate and lease Royal Park to adjacent property owner for a temporary
amount on time (three {3} - five {5} years) until the completion of the park and recreation
comprehensive plan is completed and a final determination on the need for Royal Park can
evaluated. '

e Staff is recommending that the City Council vacate the land that is Royal Park and lease it to an
adjacent property owner. It will remain City-owned land and following the comprehensive
plan update should the land be needed for parkland purposes it would be rededicated for
parkland. -

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(S):
Date: June 12, 2017

Roll Call Number: 17-0976

Action: On Des Moines Parks and Recreation Department request to vacate Royal Park at 1809 gt
Street, (6-26-17). (Council Communication No. 17-460) Moved by Hensley to adopt. Motion
Carried 7-0. '

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):
Board: Park and Recreation Board
Date: May 23, 2017

Resolution Number: 17-038

Action: Motion by Davis to approve the proposed lease of Royal Park. Second by Ogle. Motion
carried 15-0. :

Boa:rd: Park and Recreation Board
Date: April 25,2017

Resolution Number: 17-033
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Action: Motion by Ogle to receive and file the Royal Park proposal.. Second by Lepley. Motion
carried.

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMITMENTS: NONE

For more information on this and other agenda items, please call the City Clerk’s Office at 515-283-4209 or visit the
Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Administration Building, 400 E. Court Avenue Ste.116. Council agendas are
available to the public at the City Clerk’s Office on Thursday afternoon preceding Monday’s Council meeting. Citizens can
also request to Teceive meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk’s Office or sending their request via email
to citycletk@dmgov.org.




Se

Council Communication No. 17-499

Januery 31, 2017
Dear Councilman Gray,

Thank you for being such 3 strong advotats forimprovements o the River Bend Neightborhood, We have come a long
way in the past touple of years and intend to continue building on that mementum.

To that end, Tha River Band Association Board endorsed threw pririties for 2017 and soliciked fordbark from
Besoiation members in Decerber 2016, We are witting to you today to infonm you of those priorities In hopes of
parmering with the City to male progress on each, Our priorities include:

1. Expand the River Bend Loal Histasie Blistrict
With support from 2 Ptk County Conmunity Development Grant, the Biver Bend Assodation procured the
sarviess of historian Will Page te astess 7% and 8% Streets between College and Frankiin Avenues to dedermine
eligibiity a5 3 Mationa! Histore District, That work produced the new Polk County Homestead & Trist Company
Nationat Hittorls District approved by the National Park Service In 2018, As £hls area is surronnded bry the River
Band Locat Historle District and the sxdstence of that district has produred iumerous Eanefits to the
Nelghborhood, the Assotiation now inbenids 19 secung support of property owners in the new National District fo
patitionthe City toinclude this distvict in.the Local District. Delngso will require firal approval by the City,
Coundd, We have reached out to the Community Development Department to bagin this process.

2. Reduce Violenos in and Near River Bend
The summier and fail of 2016 was a dangerous time on the north side of downiown. in fact, manyin River Band
ricted that there was 2 peipable increasa Tn the feeling of baing unsafe to the point that multipte families choss
$o leave the neizhhorhood prmarily due to this fesling. ThisTs wmacceptabie to us and we need proactive
miaasures b ba taken —above and beyond the normel effarts~ 1o ensure thisis not repeated 1h 2017, I
particulsr, we request enfizncad NBSD police presence in our nelghborhood, ldeslly, we would have curgun
officer or o officer would be shared with only eneortwo nelghborhoods in dose proximstaly {on the west
sida of the Des IVicines River]. W recognize that whiat happens near us affects us, w0, and would welcome
opporiunities fo collaboratz with surrounding neighbiorhoods on this issue. We bave rearhed out to sacisl
services in the area to discuss partnerships, 25 well. We know we ali have a responsibility to be part of the
solution - we have znt will continue to step up fo do cur pari. We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss
thesa concerns and potential solutions with City and police leaders in the near fuiure.

Refatedly, we balieve that cime and safely contems nsar 7% Street and Indlana Avenue can he positively
Impatsed by se-opening 7% Street between University and indiana Aventie. Doing so will rebulld the street grid
in this ares avd redies loltering and drag activities i this otherwise secluded sectien of the nsighborhood.
Conversations with the City coneerning this gual have hegus and any chosen solution will require resources to
implemert, - . - N

3. Renovale or Sell Roysd Park
Royal Park is in & very sad state. The Park s had cime and nuisanca fssies in the past that have generally been
abanad but rauuire vigllanee. Howevey, the physical space iz In very poor condition, Frankly, the Park is a bilght
on the neighborhand in its current siste. The Parks Departoent may have plans for improvements. Those
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fmpravements either nead to happen in the near term or the Gty should consider sefling the propenytoan
adjoining property swner of daveloper. We request the Oty 10 wark with the Association Board 1o deyzlopan
griionabile plan fo sddress this lssug, including a spiecific imeframe and Tdentification of niecessary and available
rescurces for implementation, by year's end,

These three prioriies are nok the unly projects or fseues we'l) be working on this year. For jnstance, we'lf continug
sponsaring our successiul annual historic home toor thiy spring. Howeven, these three priorities will reguirs new or
enhaticed collzboration with Gity staft and advocaey by (it leadars,

We als want to mention that there sre many ather mitiatives underway [n the area that we strangly support in
particular, we are grateful to the City far supporting the upcoming 6% Avenue Streetscape Improvement Prajact, snd
suppart the wallkability initiative that is 3 collaborative offort of multiple north-side nelghborhoods and the Cty. We
chieva fare when we werk togetherl

Theank you, agaln, for your service fe the City and youy partnership to enact positive change in River Bend. We ook
Sorward to working together with you on the items cuilined In this Jetter e 20171

Sincerely and on Behalf of the River Bend Asserciation Rourd,

Bresnns Barnum
president, River Bend Associstion

£ Seott Sznders, City Manager; #hil Delafield, Community Developraent Director; Jason Van &séen, Senior Planner; Ben
Page, Parls and Recreation Director; Dana Wingert, Chief of Police




Prep; ared by; Ann DiDonato, Assistant City Aftorney, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines, Jowa_ 50309 (515) 283-4535
Return to: City Clerk’s Office, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines, lowa 50309

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8_th Street, Des Moines, Iowa.

WHEREAS, all prior requirements of law pertaining to the vacation of public right-of-way have
been fully observed; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the public right-of-way herein describéd be vacated,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City_ of Des Moines, Iowa:

Sec. 1. That Royal Park, located at 1809 8™ Street, Des Moines, Iowa, more specifically described
as follows, be and is hereby vacated: ‘

ALL OF LOT 10 AND THE NORTH HALF (1/2) OF LOT 9 IN BLOCK 10 OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW %) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE %) OF SECTION 34,
TOWNSHIP 79 NORTH, RANGE 24 WEST OF THE 5TH P.M. (SOMETIMES KNOWN AS POLK
COUNTY HOMESTEAD AND TRUST CO'S ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT), ALL NOW
INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY, JOWA.

Sec. 2. The City of Des Moines hereby reserves an easement upon the property described above
for the continued use and maintenance of any utilities now in place, with the right of entry for

servicing same.

Sec. 3. That the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause certified copies of this
ordinance and proof of publication thereof together with proof of publication of the notice of the
public hearing on this matter to be properly filed in the office of the Recorder of Polk County,

Towa.

Sec. 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication
as provided by law. .

FORM APPROVED:

G L0 Oy

Ann DiDonato, Assistant City Aftorney




