
Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

-3<P

Date ........July.10,2017.

An Ordinance entitled, "AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8th Street, Des

Moines, Iowa",

which was considered and voted upon under Roll Call No. 17-_

again presented.

of June 26, 2017;

Moved by
considered and given second vote for passage.

that this ordinance be

(Second of three required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION

COWNIE

COLEMAN

GATTO

GRAY

HENSLEY

MOORE

WESTERGAARD

TOTAL

YEAS

MOTION CARRIED

NAYS PASS

API

.]

ABSEN1

(OVED

layor

CERTIFICATE

I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
certify that at a meeting of the City Council of said
City of Des Moines, held on the above date, among
other proceedings the above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

City Clerk
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Date........ June 26,.2Q17.

An Ordinajace entitled, "AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8th Street, Des
Momes, Iowa",

presented.

Moved by_
considered and given first vote for passage.

that tMs ordinance be

FORM APPROVED:

^^^A&'Y^
Arm DiDonato
Assistant City Attorney

(First of three required readings)

COUNCIL ACTION
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I
ACTROVED

CERTIFICATE

I/ DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
certify that at a meeting of the City Council of said
City of Des Moines/ held on the above date, among
other proceedings the above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

)C<l^f-««^V: ^^
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auo-DB Mores1

Council

Communication
Office of the City Manager

Date: | June 26, 2017
Agenda Item No. "4SA

RoUCaUNo. [•f?-*///3
Communication No.

Submitted by:

17-499

Benjamin R. Page, Park

and Recreation Director

AGENDA HEADING:

Hearing for vacation and lease of Royal Park.

SYNOPSIS:

Hearing regarding fhe proposed vacation and lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner until

the park's future can be determmed as part of the City's upcoming parks and recreation comprehensive

plan..

FISCAL IMPACT: NONE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

• On Jaauaiy 31,2017, the Parks and Recreation Department received a letter from the River

Bend Neighborhood Association regardmg concerns m the River Bend Neighborhood (included
below). One (1) of the concerns was the condition of Royal Park. They requested fhat
improvements be made to the park or ifmiprovements could not be made then the City should

consider disposing of the park.

• Royal Park is a 0.2 acre park that is surrounded by smgle-family homes on both the north, and

south side of the park and an alley along the east edge of the park. Currently the park has two

(2) benches and a sign with the remaimng portions offhe park comprised of open space.

• After reaching out to the neighborhood association and the surrounding property owners, staff

considered fhe following options for the future of the park:

1) Leave the park "as is" which would be a smaU open space within, the park with a sign

and a couple park benches

2) Update the master plan for the park
3) Target the park for disposition and use the proceeds of the land sale for park

improvements in. the neighborhood

4) SeU the property and acquire another more appropriate parcel of land m the general

vicinity of the park
5) Acquire additional properties connected to tihe park to increase the size offhe park
6) Keep ownership of the property, but lease to adjoining property owners for a garden

lease uatil the park and recreation comprehensive plan is completed and fhe need for the

park can be determined
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• Many of the above options would require budget allocations and City Coimcil approval, whicli

are .not currently within the adopted six (6) year Capital Improvement Program.

• On May 17,2017 a pubUc meeting was hosted to aUow fhe public to comment on the proposed
temporary lease of Royal Park to an adjacent property owner. Prior to the meeting notices were

sent to property owners within 500 feet of the park, to every neighborhood association

president and a press release sent out regarding the proposed lease. Four (4) people attended

and were m favor offhe proposed temporary lease and vacation of Royal Park.

• At its May 23,2017 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Board imammously approved a staff

reconmiendation to vacate and lease Royal Park to adjacent property owner for a temporary

amount on time (three {3} - five {5} years) until the completion of the park and recreation
comprehensive plan is completed and a final determination on the need for Royal Park can

evaluated.

• Staff is recommending that fhe City Council vacate the land fhat is Royal Park and lease it to an
adjacent property owner. It will remain City-owned land and foUowing the comprehensive

plan update should fhe land be needed for parkland purposes it would be rededicated for
parklaad.

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION(8):

Date: June 12,2017

Roll Call Number: 17-0976

Action: On Des Momes Parks and Recreation Department request to vacate Royal Park at 1809 Sel

Street, (6-26-17). (Council Commimication No. 17-460) IVtoved by Hensley to adopt Motion
Carried 7-0.

BOARD/COMMISSION ACTION(S):

Board: Park and Recreation Board

Date: May 23, 2017

Resolution Number: 17-038

;

Action: Motion by Davis to approve the proposed lease of Royal Park. Second by Ogle. Motion

earned 15-0.

Board: Park and Recreation Board

Date: April 25,2017

Resolution Number: 17-033
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Action: Motion by Ogle to receive and file the Royal Park proposal.. Second by Lepley. Motion

earned.

ANTICIPATED ACTIONS AND FUTURE COMMTTMENTS: NONE

For more information on this and ofher agenda items, please caU the City Clerk's Office at 515-283-4209 or visit fhe
Clerk's Office on fhe first floor of City Administration Building, 400 E. Court Avenue Ste.l 16. Council agendas are
available to fhe public at the City Clerk's Office on Thursday afiemoon preceding Monday's Council meeting. Citizens can
also request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the Clerk's Office or sending tiieir request via email
to cityclerk@dmgov.org.
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ianuary3l, 2017

Dear Cwnaiman Gray,

thanfe you for being such a strong advocate ferimprovsmeRte to the RjveT Bend Neighhorhcod, We have »me a ions
way in the past coupie of years and intend to continue buildtng on that tnomentum,

Totiiatend, The aver Bend AaodaBon Bo?rd andorsed three priaritles far 2017 and Eolicitsdf^e^ackfrom
Association membsB in Dasrebsr 2&16. W? are wjtlng: to you today to mtem you of those priorite h h&pe$ of
panneringwlth the C&yto mdia progress on each, Our priorStles (ndude;

1. EstpandtheBroerBendloeatHistorieebtrirt
WBft sappBrtfrom a PoftOourriy commun&y Dev?to{maent Giant, the Rivef Send Assoiaata'on procyred the
sarvhses of histarign Wffl Page to assess 7* and S* %-%ts between C&llege and Frankfln Avenues to (tesrmniB
eIi^biBty as 3 Nstwngl rSsttsnc Dlstrto Thatwork produced the new Polk eounty Homestesd & Trua company
Nstiona! HEaorte &terB:t approved by the Natiotial ParkServfceln 201$. As thtearea is surrounded by •die Rjver
Bendiocai Hi$tor)e Oistrfctand theadstenc°offhA<Jt$tncthas produeed numsrous bsreflls ta the
Metghborbood, the Asocfetten vwn intendb.to secure sypport.of property owners in the new Nationat District V)
peBtiw.tbeatytoindudefiflstfisirtrtin.^is Local tSstnct. Doing so will require final approval by IfetCay.
Coundi. We hwe reached sutto Us Community .Bewlopineitt Departffierrt to bagin titts pimss.

2- Reduce Violettcs in and Near Rftfsr Bond
The summer and fall of 2016 was a dattg&roiB tiffta on the north side Of downtown, iii fact; fflany io Riuer Bend
noted that there was a flstpafate incfease In the Sselfngof &ef<ig unsafe to the p&i&tfhst muttipie famiti^s ctese
ta ieava (he neeblwhood priEBari^ ftie totfets feetH-g, TOsls tBiaccepfaNe IP us and we nesd proacStfe
meaisures to N! taken - above and beyond the Eiormal eBarts " ts ensure fhis is not repssted in 2017. in
particular, we request enhanced NB^poBcepr&sencein our ndghberhoost. (deally, wewouldha're ouFounn
officer or our wfter would hs sbsned w? ofliy enewtwo nal^bortioods in dQse pnoxtro^y {on the west
side of the Des ttffoines Rhsar). We r&»gFifas that what happsns ttesr is aflfecte us, too, gnd wwld welcoras
oppor&jnitlesto wlIabcsra^wItftsurtftunilingneytbGrhoodsontliBBsue. V/e have reached outtos&ctel
semces in the area to discuss partnerrfiijB, ssinsU. We know <ss ait bsve g responsRnlny to iire part tftha
sotutton - we have and ?iH tt?ra>nue TO step up SB do our part. We woujd appreciate the opportuaity to dssws?
these aoncemsand potentiat soltjilscini? ^? City and pdls leaders m aie new future.

Retsfedty, we beltevethst crime and safety ©oanns n$ar7tf* Street; and indiana Avenue can be positaroly
Impactecf.by %-opening7& Street betffleen.Unterrityandlrnfiana Avanyp. Dohgsowill rebuild th? sfyeetgrfd
to thb area and redu® lottertng and dr,ugart}vHies l^tiife ol:hei'?:s°5ectuded59ctj&n 9i the neighborhood.
ComW!S?Bons with the at/ cpneemins this goal hwe bossa and any.cho?6n solution will fequiFs reasurcesto
Emptemenfc - . ...

3, Renovate or SeU Royal Parft
Roygj Park is in a vary ssri state. The Parfe has had uitte and ncnsance Issues in ttte pasttflet have generaBy been
abated but ?UIHP& v?g3tam». Howewer, tfte physical spacs te In very poor copdhion, Franlety, ifts Park is a bilght
an tfte neighbwhood iri ftseurrent state. The Parks Oepartmfent may have plans for improvanwils. Those
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improvements e'Ethar need to happen in ^is near term or the Cfty should consNer setting 9» property to an
8dE|oinlng property owner or iteveloper. We request the Criy to work with Ae AssociaS&n Board to devsiop an
acttonabie plan ta address tbfe isiue, (ncfudmg a sp&dfte amefranie and Wentfflcation of neoe$sary and available
resources for inipEenentaSion,, by year's en4,

These three priorftteare not the only pnyerts or issuas we'd be wgrfeing on thisyesr. Fbrinstsncs, wa'U continue
sponsoring ow successful annual Mstwfe hems tour thte sprftiig. However, tiiese three priorit-te? wiil require nw or
enhanced collsbofation WKh Crty staftand advocsey by Oty legders.

We aiso 'srsnt-to mention tiiat titere are m8ny otiter lattiat'ives uneleraiay tn the area that we strongly support In

psracuiar, we are grateful to the <3ty for supportfr® •?9 upeomtng 6t)> A'yetiue Streetscape Imsrwement Project, and

support tiie walfcabflity Wtistfys th$t i? a <e9aE»ratw& effort of royWple north-shis neighborhoods s&d thfi Gfy. We
achieva more when we wark togrtherl

Thsnkyou, again, for your smlcs to 9re Cify and your partoersMpto enact positEve change m River Bertd. We iook
fwward to working together with yoa on tha item? outlmad In this i^er to 2017!

Sincerely and on Behalf of the Rtasr Bend Assoa'alion Bo&rf,

Bresnne Bai'num

President, River Bend AssodsHon

CCs Scott Sanders,, Oiy Bsteagsr; PM1 Dslafleid, COEnmyntty Devetopmerit Director, Jason VaH teeni, Seniia- Piannw Ban
Page, Paris and Recreetfon DlrecEor; Dsng Wtr®ert:, Oifsf o{ Poh'ce
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Prepared by: Ami DiDonato. Assistant City Attomev. 400 Rolert D. Ray Dnv& Des Moines. Iowa 50309 (515} 283-4535
Rebimto: City Clerk's Office, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE vacating Royal Park, located at 1809 8A Street, Des Moines, Iowa.

WHEREAS, aU prio'r requirements of law pertamiag to the vacation of public right-of-way have

been fully observed; and

/

WHEREAS, it is desirable that the public right-of-way herein described be vacated;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE FT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa:

Sec. 1. That Royal Park, located at 1809 8A Street, Des Moines, Iowa, more specifically described

as foUows, be and is hereby vacated:

ALL OF LOT 10 AND THE NORTH HALF (1/2) OF LOT 9 IN BLOCK 10 OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW VA) OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER ONE %~) OF SECTION 34,
TOWNSHIP 79 NORTH, RANGE 24 WEST OF THE 5TH P.M. (SOMETmES KNOWN AS POLK
COUOTY HOMESTEAD AND TRUST GO'S ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT), ALL NOW
INCLUDED IN AND FORMNG A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY, IOWA.

Sec. 2. The City ofDes Moiaes hereby reserves an easement upon the property described above

for the contmued use and mamtenance of any utilities now in place, with the right of entry for

servicmg same.

Sec. 3. That fhe City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause certified copies offhis
ordinance andproof of publication thereof together with proof of publication of the notice of the
public hearing on this matter to be properly filed in. the of&ce of the Recorder of Polk County,
Iowa.

Sec. 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication

as provided by law.

FORM APPROVED:

Ami DiDonato, Assistant City Attorney


