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October 19, 2018

Diane Rauh
City Clerk, Des Moines, IA
City Hall
400 Robert D. Ray Drive
Des Moines, IA 50309

Attention: Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa
Subject: Objection to the proposed connection fee ordinance establishing the Little

Four Mile Sanitary Sewer Benefited District.

We are property owners within the proposed "benefited district".

We object to the proposed connection fee ordinance for the following reasons:

a. Our 20 acres has a single dwelling unit and it is located in unincorporated
Polk County bordering to the west and south with the city of Pleasant Hill.
Pleasant Hill's sanitary sewer system is within 100 yards of our property.

b. To connect to your sewer, it can reasonably be expected that we will have
to allow the City of Des Moines to voluntarily annex our property. Our fire
protection is provided by Delaware Township. It is believed that their fire
protection is superior to what the City of Des Moines can provide at this
time.

c. To establish the connection fee of $4234.00, it would appear that the cost
of the sanitary sewer project was merely divided by the 634 benefiting
acres within the established Benefited District. We object to said formula.

d. We have been told that the connection fee is proportionately reduced for
those dwellings that sit on a parcel that is less than one acre. To suggest
that the connection fee should be 75% cheaper for a home that sits on %
acre compared to a home that sits on 1 acre, defies logic. We object.

e. Our 20 acres is agricultural land. To require an interest rate of 3.5% per
annum ad infinitum per acre unfairly shifts the burden of financing this
project from the owner of a lot to an owner of an acreage. We object.
(Several acres of our land falls dramatically towards a creek bottom, and
depending upon the depth of your sanitary sewer, this part of our property,
if developed in the future, may not be able to utilize your system.) We
object.

f. The City of Des Moines is overreaching, wanting non-City residents to
finance their project. We object.



g. It seems wrong that the City Council, that doesn't stand for election in our
unincorporated area, can pass an ordinance that affects our property. We
object.

Solution:

1. Pass the ordinance, but exempt parcels that border other municipalities i.e,
Pleasant Hill.

OR

2. Seek a different financing method.

OR

3. Divide the cost of the project by the number of buildings/residences, not the
number of acres, that could foreseeably connect to the system. All
connection fees would be the same regardless of the size of your parcel. If
the connection fee needs to be inflated to cover the cost of interest, so be
it.

Thank you for your consideration.

RfchfL. OL^ON BRENDA R. OLSON
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NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

LITTLE FOUR MILE TRUNK SAJNITARY SEWER

Notice is hereby given that the City Council ofthe City ofDes Moines, Iowa, is considering
fhe construction of the Little Four Mile Trunk Sanitary Sewer, and has caused to be placed

on file for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa,
a proposed connection fee ordinance establishing the Little Four Mile Sanitary Sewer
Benefited District, pursuant to which ordinance, a connection fee would be imposed upon
the owners of properties within said district who make application to comiect their
properties to said sewer.

Description of Sewer Facility to be Constructed

The Little Four Mile Trmnk Sanitary Sewer is a sanitary sewer designed to serve the Little
Four Mile Trunk Sanitary Sewer Benefited District described as follows:

The project consists of two separate reaches of sewer. The first reach is

located along NE 56 Street from the south side of the Iowa Interstate
Railroad northerly. The second reach is located along the westerly side of

Highway 65 from about NE 28th Street northeriy.

Cost Estimate

The estimated cost to design and construct that portion of the Little Four Mile Trunk
Sanitary Sewer designed to serve the Little Four Mile Trunk Sanitary Sewer Benefited
District is $2,684,356.00 for a $4,234.00 connection fee for each of the 634 benefiting
acres within the established Benefited District.

General Description of Benefited District

The area that the Little Foyr Mile Trunk Sanitary Sewer is designed to serve, to be known

as the Little Four Mile Trunk Sanitary Sewer Benefited District, is described as follows:

This district is located in the area lying north of the Iowa Interstate Railroad right-of-
way, south of E Broadway Avenue, west of Highway 65, and generally east of E 50fh
Street on the north and E 54th Street on the south.


