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An Ordinance entitled, t) AN ORDFNANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of
Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000,

as heretofore amended, by adding and enacting a new Article X. Massage Therapy,

Chapter 30 Businesses, relating to identifying and addressing businesses that
engage in the practice of massage therapy without valid licenses aad/or are involved

in illegal 'activities ,

presented.

Moved by_
considered and given first vote for passage.

that this ordinance be

FORM APPROVED:

Douglas P. Philiph
Assistant City Attorney

(First of three required readings)

(Council Communication No. ) ^

COUNCIL ACTION

COWNIE

BOESEN

COLEMAN

GATTO

GRAY

MANDELBAUM

WESTERGAARD

TOTAL

YEAS

MOTION CAIUUED

NAYS PASS

API

,]

ABSEN1

10VED

layor

CERTIFICATE

I/ DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
certify that at a meeting of the City Council of said
City of Des Moines, held on the above date,, among
other proceedings the above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF/ I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted
by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, by adding and

enacting a new Article X. Massage Therapy, Chapter 30 Businesses, relating to identifying
and addressing businesses that engage in the practice of massage therapy without valid
licenses ajad/or are involved m illegal activities.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, is hereby amended by adding

and enacting a new Article X. Massage Therapy, Chapter 30 Businesses, relating to identifying

and addressing businesses that engage in the practice of massage therapy without valid licenses

and/or are involved in illegal activities., as follows:

The State o'f Iowa licenses massape therapists at Iowa Code Chapter 152C State licensed massage

;eraj)ists and businesses offering massage therapy services pertbrm an imtl<MQilLAenLL^^
addressing the health and well-be.mg ol'Dey Moines resideals. IJniortunale1\\ there are biEsjnes^s

provide massaae therapv and/or other therapeutic services, but engape inThat advertise
Y^QJJ.sJUcgaL activities, which may include prostitution and/or human tra_fflcking^3iis,Articicis

H"HQteU^ecLkl di scoura^e I e H ill mate. 1 icon sed massage t herapi sts o r m assagc tlierapv_bias|]iesses
5IQ_YidIll&ll}^ir s erv ices witlil it Des Mo ine s. ' I'lie p u rpo se o f [hi y o rd in a n ce is lo id enti fy -d n d

|dressJ)ysi nesses that engage in the practice of massage therapy without valid licenses and/orjire

involved in Ule^al activities, which mav include prostitution nnd/or human trafficking. Businesses

,£l'<}^uiini? m^ssa^e therapy, but also conducting various types ol iile.Hal actlYit3'i_aE^JiminluHo_|hc

health, safety, and wcli.are oftheCitv and negatively impacl. tlic massage Iherapy profession.

7or the purposes of this Article, the following words and phrases have the meanings herein set

unless it is apparent from the context that a different meaning is intended,
pisl" means a person licensed undcrjowa Code Chapter. 152C,to

jTractice the health care service of the healing art of massage therapy in_the_C^1_y__of



lassa^c Ihcrapv bissiness" means any business or place of business, including
inobile, temporary, and transient businesses. wherein, or on whose behalf. any of

the treatments, techniques, or methods of treatment refeiTed to as "massa.HC

therapy are administered, practiced, used, ^iven, advertised or applied.

lll^J2mctlce_o!LjIlassa^e therapy, as defined in Iowa_J^od^^haEteE^Ji^2C^^j)rol^
unlicensed individuals. It is unlawful for a person to engage in or oJ.icr 10 engage in the practice

therapy, or use in comieclion witl'j the person's name, the initials "L.M.T."" or the words

"licensed massage therapist", masseur", "masscuse", or any other word or title tliat impEies or

represents that the person practices massage therapy, unless the person possesses^a_Hceiise issued

under the provisions oflovva Code section 152C.3

Each massage therapist shall keep his/her license in possession at all times while doing business

in the city and shall, upon request of a prospective custoiTier or city official, exhibit the license as

c.y.idcncc.of.^ompliancc with ali requirements of this Article,

Jlil<t^L^us^Artic!e^_ declared to be a municipal intraction in addition to a

misdemeanor and any.,i3ersorL,or in connection with one or more persons or as principle,

agent ^ or accessory IbtEnd viola.ting any provision of this Article, shall be subject to the
general penalty provisions of section 1 -15 ofthis Code to include both criminal and/or civil

penalties.

ThejChiefol Police, or desinnee, sl'ial! place in a highly noticeable. location a placard stating

"'Unsafe to Enter; Unlicensed Massage Therapy Must Cease aiuU^.syly^l.lo^litllLilM
and/or civil penalty per Des Moines K4nnicipa1 Code section 30-454." Tins notice shall

r£m^irLB<)sk'd until a vaiid state license is obtained or other le&'a! use lias been estabEishecL

bL^£ej^n^jL[LTerru)ve the placard posted pursuant to siibsectumjblc}ftnis^ection,^hou

approval of the Chief oi Police OL<[esi^i}ee^
No person, or in connection with one or more persons or as principle, asent or accessorv

sh_a1J_jx)irhjiuc to ofici' "massage therapy" services after a massage therapv busincs^Jias

)e.°en placarded as unsafe for entrv unless the Chief of Police or dcsi.Hnec has approved

^i^MiilM^pl<iciiRL

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.

FORMAPPROVED:

as P. PKlliph, A^istant City Attorney


