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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted
by Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, by adding and

enacting new Sections 114-17, 114-20B, 114-32, 114-37, 114-38, 114-178, 114-243,
114- 276, 114-281, 114-284 and 114-372, relating to traffic and vehicle regulations.

Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, 2000, adopted by

Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, is hereby amended by adding

and enacting new Sections 114-17,114-20B, 114-32,114-37, 114-38, 114-178,114-243,114-276,

114-281, 114-284 and 114-372, relating to traffic and vehicle regulations, as follows:

person shall not drive or move, nor shall an owner knowingly permit to be driven or
moved, upon the hiphway a vehicle of a type required to be registered under this chapterjwhichjs

no^jegjstei_ed, or for which the appropriate fees have not been paid, except as provided inlj)wa
Code ^321.109, subsection 3.

P-'/xccpt as otherwise provided in Iowa Code Chapter 32.1 or 321 A, a person shall not drive

,amotor^^cjiicle on the highways oftliis state unless fmancia! liability coverage. as defined in Iowa

.COClc-A32U^subsecti.on 24B, is in eficcl for the motor vehicle and unless the driver has m the
motor vehicle the proof of financial liability coveraH'e card is.suedjwthe motor vehicle, or it the

vehicle is rc&istcrcd in an other _s fate. other evidence ihaLfinancia! liability coverage is in cf'Tcct fo_r

yi?..Hlot"I_veh.ic!e. A proof of financial liability cove.ra? card may be produced in paper or
electronic. Formal. A.cceplable electronic i'brmals incliide electronic images displayed on a cei1i)la_r

telephone or any other portable electronic device t]iathasa__d_isi^Y_sc.reen with touch inpul or a

miniature keyboard.

i^21^M

A vehicle^ rc&istration card shall at all times be carried in the_Yehiclc lo which it rcl.ers.aml

shall be shown to any peace officer upon the officer



1lis_sccijon shall not apply wlien tlie rc^isu'ation card is being used (or the pur^osejU

ma]sln§ appJication for renewal ot; registration or upon a tnmsfer or registration for that
vehicle.

(&L Ustration plates issued for a motor vehicle other than an aulocvcle, motorcyd

mororizcd bicycle, or truck traclor shall be attached to the motor vehicle,, one in the front

3_ndjLb.^.-ot-b_?^ in ti^ ^'c^'. '^'^e registration plate issued for im amocycle. motorcycle;j)r_ot_hcr

Ye]li^l£J^CLU!r^iL^J2^reiU^LQ?£j..i^^^
refiislradon plate issued ior a truck irac-lor shall be attached to the f'rorit o.rthe lruck_U;act_Qn.

The special plate issued to a dealer shall be attached on the rear of the vehicle when

phways of this stare.

(b) Registration plates issued for a motor vehicle which is model year 1948 or older, 'and

reconstructed or specially constructed vehicles built to resemble a model year 1948 vehicle

or older, other than a truck registered for more than live tons. aalocvcle. motorcvcle. or

truck traclor, mav display one reRJslralion plate on the rear o! the vei.-nclcjfjiie_other
reRistration plate issued to the vehicle is carried in the vehicle at all times when. the vehicle

is. operated on a public highway.

It is un! awful for the owner of a vehicle to place any frame around or over the resistration

^Eaie_\vhich does not permit full view of all numerais and letters pt'intcch^n_lhc_jcg.i3lralip_n

nLale_

-enceOO—Sirailar provisions, 1C. ^321.37

Every registration plate shalE at all times be securely fastened in a liorizontal posilionjo

the vehicle for which it is iss'ucd so as to prevent the plate from swmHm^. and at a heighljMjzot

less than twelve inches Irom the ground, measuring from the bottom of the plate, m a place and
position ie be clearly visible and shall be maintained free .from Ibrei^n materiais and in a condition

to be clearly legible. An iinitation plate or ptales imitannn or purportinu to imitate the official

l^^lnltK)llJ2L^t^ot_^>_i)tb_Qr--sl^^ ioreipn i.zovcmmcni
shali not be fastened to the vehicle.

A person issued a restricted license under this section stiall not use an eJectromc

^P-nimllnu^^o" device or an electronic enlertaEnmem device while driving a mototYe]l[ck__]unic.ss
the motor vehicle is at a complete stop oil the traveled portion of the roadway. This subparagra]')h

pnienl which is pemianenilv mstailed in the

HlulO]LY^hich_0£jp_ALP ort a bl e devi c c wEi i c.h J s operate d ibio •a g Ji p erma aen t1 v i nstaUed^_yui]|mTent^



laLproyiSh

Sec. 114-243. Civil Automated Traffic Enforcement.

(a) Policy Siatement. Havmg been presented with information and opiiiions c^ncemmG
Autqmatcd Traffic Kntorccm.enl ('"A'l'l^"), the i)cs Moincs cUy c<^uncJL'find^AS_f^

ilj _The use of ATI7, advances public interests of traffic safety and safety ofemer^encY

res^onders. as well as the mi crests of Pcs Moines taxpayer ui___cost^iTcctj^

enforcement oi traffic laws;

i21„-„„„^'le--lI?c-ol'^ '^ 1^^ devi c cs wh J c h c a pture o.n i m a gc o i on! y th c rear I J cense pl al c sir J k c s

i\ desirable balance between the above stated public interests and privacy interests

of the motoring public;
{^_The_NatioBal Law IZntbrccinent Telccomniunicarions System ("Nle.ls") is a cost

elTcclive means for determining ownership of vehicles detected as traveling in
violation at traffic laws within the city limits ofDes Moines; and

.(4).. The ledmolosv undcrIyinH ATE is scli-callbraUns and reliable, and its accuracy is
readily verifiable.

(ah) General. The city ofDes Moines, in accordance with the police powers authorized it by

the state of Iowa for governing safe traffic flow, may deploy, erect or cause to have erected

an automated traffic enforcement system for making video images of vehicles that fail to

obey red light traffic signals at intersections designated by the city manager or his designee
or fail to obey speed regulations at other locations in the city. The system may be managed

by the private contractor that owns and operates the requisite equipment with supervisory

control vested in the city's police department. Video images shall be provided to the police

department by the contractor for review. The police department will determine which

vehicle owners are in violation of the city's traffic control ordinances and are to receive a

notice of violation for the offense.

(be) Definitions. The followmg phrases or terms when used in this section shall have the
meanings ascribed to them herein:

Automated traffic enforcement system means an electronic system consisting of a

photographic, video, or electronic camera and a vehicle sensor installed to work in

conjunction with an official traf&c controller or police department employee to

automatically produce photographs, video or digital images of each vehicle violating a

standard traffic control device or speed restriction.

Vehicle owner means the person or entity identified by the Iowa Department of

Transportation, or registered with any other state vehicle registration office, as the

registered owner of a vehicle.

(ed) Offense.
(1) The vehicle owner shall be liable for a civil penalty as imposed below if such

vehicle crosses a marked stop line or the intersection plane at a system location

when the traffic signal for that vehicle's direction is emitting a steady red light or
red arrow.

(2) The vehicle owner shall be liable for a civil penalty as imposed below if such
vehicle b-avels at a speed above the posted speed limit.

(3) The violation may be rebutted by a showing that a stolen vehicle report was made

3



on the vehicle encompassing the time period in question.

(4) The notice of violation shall not be reported to the Iowa Department of
Transportation or similar department of any other state for the purpose of being
added to the vehicle owner's driving record.

(4e) Penalty and Appeal.
(1) Any violation of subsection (c)(l) or subsection (c)(2) above shall be considered

for a notice of violation for which a civil penalty in the amount specified in the
schedule of administrative penalties adopted by city council by resolution shall be
imposed, payable to the city at the city's finance department or a designee.

(2) A recipient of an automated traffic enforcement notice of violation may dispute the

notice of violation by requesting an administrative hearing pursuant to chapter 3 or

by requesting issuance of a municipal infraction by the police department. The

request for an administrative hearing or issuance of a municipal infraction must

initially be made within 30 days of the date that the notice of violation is issued. If
the recipient of an automated traf&c notice of violation who requests an

administrative hearing is not satisfied with the determination of the hearing officer,
he or she may request the police department to issue a municipal infraction within

30 days of the date of determination. If a timely request is made to the police
department for the issuance of a municipal infraction, the city may issue a

municipal infraction or dismiss the notice.

a. For purposes el this section:

(]_]_ _/'Electronic message" includes images visible on the screen ul a hand" held

electronic communication device including a text-based mcssa&e, an instant
message, a portion of electronic mail, an internet site, a social media application^
or a <j.ame.

(2) ''Rn^aRc in a call'7 means talkmn or HsteninH on a mobile telephone _oi;_.ol!ier

portable electronic communicauon devjcc,
Ol__^llHp^d~1hi^d electronic communication device"_mearis ajiiQbUc,^e]3hone_^_other

port^bl(^ele_ctran[cj;_p_mmiin i c at i on d ev i ec capab I c o i b ci n g u scd to wri t.e. send, or

view an electronic messa.Hc. "Hand-held electronic coinmuuioation device" does

not include a voiceopcraled or hauds-free device whicli allows the user to write.

send. or view an electronic rnessa.ac witliout the use of either haiid except to aclivale

or deaclivalc a feature or iunction. iiand-hcld electronic communication device

does not include a wireless communication device used to transmit or receive data

^Ji£ari-OIa, ^i ^Jtal d isp a tc h s y stem. ""Hancl -li c Id el e ctrunic coin munic aii QJI device"

includes a device which Is temporarilv mounted myide the motor vehicle, unless the
device is a voice-operalcd or hand.s-'frcc device.

JlLl^Lejiil^^Jxlte^!lsend.'^iD-_^^^
the manual ciUry, transmission, or rotrieva] of an electronic mcssape. and incliide

jMayinp. browsiiiR, or acc.essinn' an electronicjnessage^

{b)___A_p_crsou shall not use a liand-hctd electronic comm.uniGation device to write, sci'id, OF view

an electronic message while driving a molor vehicle unless the motor vehicle_is_al_a

comjilele stop ofi tl-ie traveled p onion of ill e roadway

4



i_LL_ -^ person doe.s not violate this sec I ion by usiny u RJobal positioniny svslem^or

najigaticm svstem or vvl'icn, tor tlic purpose ofenHagmg in a call, the person sciects

p_r_cnters a telephone number or name in a hand-held mobijc lclcphonc or activalcs^

deactivates. or mitiales a iunctic»n oi a hand"he^d^i:i(^bile^e[^_ho_ne,

(2) the provisions oi this subsection relatm^ to writing, scndinp, or vlewinH an
electronic message do not. apply to the fbllowins persons:

of a public saietv ap.ency, as dclined in Iowa_Clode_J|3_4J^
performing otlicial duties.

b.________A liealth care proicssional in ihe course of an ei^ei^e_nc}^ituatKm,

c,_A person receiving safety-related iaiormatioTi including emergency, traffic,

or weather alerts.

d--.----._^^Iloj]lin^_i"Jtiis_sc^

conisscale a hand-held electronic communication device from the driver or

occupant of a motor vehicle.

c. A violation of this section shall not be considered a moving violation for

purposes ol this chapter or rules adopted pursuant I'ojnis cham'er,

(a) A person operating a motor veh.icie shall not steer the motor vehicle unreasonably close ro

or loward a person riding a bicvcic on a hinhway, including the roadwav or the shoulder

adjacent to the roadway.

(b)__A person shall 1101 ki^ovvinglv project any object or substance at or against a person riding
a blcvcle on a luRhwav.

A driver of a motor vehicle upon Q public street or highway shall noi possess in the

passenger area of the motor vein dc an open or unsealcd bottle, can. jar, or other rece^laclc

containum an alcoholic beverage, "Passen.ner area" means tlie area designed to seat tlie driver and

p_asscnners while the motor vehicle is in operation and any area Ihat is readily acceshible to the

driver or a passenger while in their seatmg positions, includiiig the glove compartment. An open

or unsealed receplaclc containing an alcoholic beverage may be transporled in tile trunk o.i the
rnolor vehicle. An unsealed rcceptacie containin.^ an alcoholic beve.raHC may be iransported behind

the last upright seal of th e motor vehicle it Uic motor vehicle docs not. have a trunk.

LiL The driver of a veliide, iucludmg the driver of a vehicle operatmg on a i.ldvatcjpad^oj;

£lllYs^^^..^y]3-?_U--II^^li.ll2_ii- school 1ms vvilb flashing amber warning lam^yliajl_.reducejlie



vehicle's speed to not more than twenty mlie.s per hour., and yhall bnnH the vehicle to a

coniplete stop when the school bus stops and the. stop signal arm is extended. 'The vehicle
shall rcsnain stopped unti! the stop simia! ami is retracted aticr which lime the driver may

proceed with due caution.

{b}^ _The driver oi a veliiclc. including the driver o! a vehicle operatmg on a 'private road or

dnveway. overtak.in<2 a school bus shall not pass a school bus when red or amber, warn Jn_g

sjgnalJights arc flashing. "I'lic driver shall brinR the vehicle to a complete stop no cloycr

than fifteen feel from the schooE bus when it Is stopped and the stop arm is extended, and
the vehicle shall remain stopped unul (he siop arm is retracied and the se.hool bus resumes

motion.

(c) A person conviclcd of a violaii.o!i of this section is guilty oi a simple misdemeanor
punishable as provided in section 1-15.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and

publication as provided by law.

FORM ^yPPROV^

Assistant"€itv Attorney


