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RESOLUTION SETTING HEARING ON REQUEST FROM BLANK PARK ZOO
FOUNDATION, INC. FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF A 3rd AMENDMENT TO

THE BLANK PARK ZOO PUD CONCEPTUAL PLAN FOR A NEW RESTROOM AND
CONCESSION BUILDING AND TO THE PUD FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR

"GOGO PLAZA" FOR A CONCESSION, RESTROOM AND PLAZA AREA FOR
BLANK PARK ZOO LOCATED AT 7401 SOUTHWEST 9TH STREET

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2020, the City Plan and Zoning Commission voted 14-0 to APPROVE a
request from Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc., represented by Anne Shimerdla (officer), to approve the
3rd Amendment to the Blank Park Zoo PUD Conceptual Development Plan for the Blank Park Zoo located

at 7401 Southwest 9th Street ("Property") to allow for addition of a new restroom and concession building

with plaza within the Area "A", subject to the provision of a note stating that any future modification with

"Area A' that impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not require an amendment to the PUD

Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any required PUD Final Development Plan, and

WHEREAS, on October 15, 2020, the City Plan and Zoning Commission farther voted 12-0 to

APPROVE a request from Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc., represented by Anne Shimerdla (officer), to
approve the PUD Final Development Plan for "GoGo Plaza" to allow development of a 1,504-square feet

concession and restroom building and surrounding plaza area for the Blank Park Zoo located at 7401
Southwest 9th Street, subject to compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's Permit

and Development Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff; and

WHEREAS, the Property is legally described as follows:

A PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 78 NORTH, RANGE
24 WEST OF THE 5TH P.M. AND PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND PART OF THE
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 78 NORTH, RANGE 24 WEST OF THE 5TH
P.M, AND THE WEST 632.0 FEET OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 33,
(EXCEPT THE NORTH 1420.0 FEET OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4), AND THE SOUTHEAST 1/4
OF SAID SECTION 33 (EXCEPT THE SOUTH 40 ACRES OF THE EAST 60 ACRES OF SAID
SOUTHEAST 1/4), AND FURTHER DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID
SECTION 33; THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTHEAST 1/4, A
DISTANCE OF 33.0 FEET TO THE EAST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SOUTHWEST 9TH
STREET AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE EAST RIGHT OF
WAY LINE OF SOUTHWEST 9TH STREET 1204.0 FEET; THENCE EAST 599.0 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH ALONG A LINE 599.0 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WITH THE EAST
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SOUTHWEST 9TH STREET TO A POINT APPROXIMATELY
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623.00 FEET SOUTH TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF PARCEL "A" AS SHOWN ON THE
PLAT OF SURVEY RECORDED IN BOOK 8041 PAGE 37; THENCE EAST ON THE NORTH
PARCEL LINE OF SAID PARCEL "A" TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID PARCEL "A";
THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST PARCEL LINE OF PARCEL "A" TO THE SOUTH LINE
OF THE EAST-WEST RODGERS ROAD AS CURRENTLY ESTABLISHED; THENCE WEST
TO THE EAST LINE OF THE NORTH-SOUTH CARTER STREET AS CURRENTLY
ESTABLISHED; THENCE SOUTH-SOUTHEAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF CARTER
STREET TO A POINT 65 FEET NORTH OF THE SOUTH PARCEL LINE AND 300 FEET
WEST OF THE EAST PARCEL LINE; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY TO A POINT
APPROXIMATELY 375 FEET WEST OF THE EAST PARCEL LINE ON THE SOUTH PARCEL
LINE, TO THE CORNER POST OF THE EXISTING NORTHERN BLANK GOLF COURSE
FENCE; THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SAID SECTION 33 TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SAID SECTION 33; THENCE EAST 40 FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 34; THENCE SOUTH 216 FEET PARALLEL WITH
THE WEST LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 34; THENCE WESTERLY
TO A POINT 500 FEET EAST OF THE EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF SW 9TH STREET
AND THE EXISTING NORTHERN BLANK GOLF COURSE FENCE; THENCE
SOUTHWESTERLY 320.0 FEET TO A POINT 290.0 FEET SOUTH OF MASON AVENUE
RIGHT OF WAY LINE EXTENDED; THENCE WESTERLY 185 FEET TO THE EAST RIGHT
OF WAY LINE OF SOUTHWEST 9TH STREET; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE EAST RIGHT
OF WAY LINE OF SOUTHWEST 9TH STREET 766.0 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,
EXCEPT THE AREAS AND BUILDINGS IDENTIFIED AS: BLDG 138, BLDG 308, BLDG 309,
BLDG 135, AND A 10 FOOT WIDE AREA ADJOINING EACH SIDE OF SAID BUILDINGS FOR
MAINTENANCE AND INGRESS-EGRESS TO SAID BUILDINGS FROM ANY EXISTING
ROADS, ALL NOW INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES,
POLK COUNTY, IOWA. CONTAINING ± 66.75 ACRES

FORT DES MOINES PARCELS WITHIN LEASED AREA:

THE AREA EAST OF THE EASTSIDE OF BUTTNER STREET, SOUTH OF THE NORTH
PROPERTY LINE OF PARCEL "A" AS DESCRIBED ABOVE; AND, NORTH OF THE NORTH
SIDE OF RODGERS ROAD.

SUBJECT TO: EXISTING EASEMENTS FOR ROADS, PUBLIC UTILITIES, RAILROADS AND
PIPELINE AND TO OTHER EASEMENTS OR ENCUMBRANCES OF RECORD, AND
FURTHER
SUBJECT TO ENCROACHMENTS OF THE BUILDINGS SHOWN IN EXHIBIT "A" KNOWN AS
BLDG 68, BLDG 70, BLDG 71, BLDG 73, BLDG 81, BLDG 83, BLDG 126, BLDG 127.

FOOTNOTE:
THE CITY OF DES MOINES, HAS LEASED A PORTION OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN
THE P.U.D. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION TO BLANK PARK ZOO FOUNDATION, INC.,
PURSUANT
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TO THE A.H. BLANK PARK ZOO LEASE, OPERATION, MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE
AGREEMENT, DATED APRIL 25, 2011. THE P.U.D. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION INCLUDES
ADDITIONAL
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF DES MOINES THAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN SAID
LEASE AGREEMENT

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, as
follows:

1. That the attached communication from the Plan and Zoning Commission is hereby received and

filed.

2. That the meeting of the City Council at which the proposed 3 Amendment to the PUD Conceptual
Development Plan for the Blank Park Zoo and PUD Final Development Plan for "GoGo Plaza" is

to be considered, and at which time the City Council will hear both those who oppose and those

who favor the proposal, shall be held at 5:00 p.m. on November 23, 2020, by electronic means to

encourage and maintain social distancing to curb the spread of COVID19 in the community,

without public access to the meeting location.

3. That the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said proposal in the

accompanying form to be given by publication once, not less than seven (7) days and not more
than twenty (20) days before the date of hearing, all as specified in Section 362.3 and Section

414.4 of the Iowa Code. The City Clerk is instructed to provide this notice including information

about participation in the electronic meeting as indicated above.

MOVED BY TO ADOPT.

FORM APPROVED: U ^(^i- \^^^
y

Jydy K. Parks-Kruse

Assistant City Attorney

(ZON2020-00122)
(10-2021-7.19)

COUNCIL ACTION

COWNIE

BOESEN

GATTO

GRAY

MANDELBAUM

voss

WESTERGAARD

TOTAL

YEAS NAYS PASS

MOTION CARRIED APF

I

ABSENT

IOVED

layor

CERTIFICATE

1, P. Kay Cmelik, City Clerk of said City hereby
certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,
among other proceedings the above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

City Clerk



November 3, 2020

CITY OF DES MOIFIESl
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Date f^a^wk»^fW&
Agenda Item,

Roll Call #.

Honorable Mayor and City Council
City of Des Moines, Iowa

Members:

Communication from the City Plan and Zoning Commission advising that at their October
15, 2020 meeting, the following action was taken regarding a request from Blank Park Zoo
Foundation, Inc. represented byAnne Shimerdla (officer) for review and approval of the
PUD Final Development Plan for "GoGo Plaza" to allow development of a 1,504-square
foot concession and restroom building and surrounding plaza area for the Blank Park Zoo
located in the vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street.

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

After public hearing, the members voted 14-0 as follows:

Commission Action: Yes Nays Pass Absent
Francis Boggus
Dory Briles
Abby Chungath
Kayla Berkson
Jann Freed
Johnny Alcivar
Lisa Howard
Carolyn Jenison
Greg Jones
William Page
Rocky Sposato
Steve Wallace
Greg Wattier
Emily Webb

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

APPROVAL of the submitted "PUD" Final Development Plan "GoGo Plaza", subject to
compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's Permit & Development
Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff. (10-2021-7.19)

Community Development Department • T 515,283.4182
Armory Building • 602 Robert D. Ray Drive • Des Moines, IA 50309-188]



STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO THE P&Z COMMISSION

Staff recommends approval of the submitted "PUD" Final Development Plan "GoGo
Plaza", subject to compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's Permit
& Development Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff.

STAFF REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Purpose of Request: The proposed amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan and the
proposed PUD Development Plan would allow construction of a 1 ,504-square foot
concession and restroom building and a surrounding plaza area. The proposed
construction and zoo enhancements would be located internally to the zoo, just north of
the prairie dog colony. These improvements would not be visible from public Right-of-
Way.

2. Size of Site: 66.75 acres.

3. Existing Zoning (site): "Blank Park Zoo PUD" Planned Unit Development District.

4. Existing Land Use (site): Blank Park Zoo and off-street parking.

5. Adjacent Land Use and Zoning to Site of Amendment:

North - "P2" & "NX2", Uses include the Fort Des Moines Historical National Landmark
and the Fort Des Moines Residential Correctional Facility.

South - "P1", Use is the Blank Golf Course.

East - "P1", Use is the Blank Golf Course.

West- "N3a" & "NX2", Uses include Southwest 9th Street and residential uses.

6. General Neighborhood/Area Land Uses: The subject property (Blank Park Zoo) is
located along the east side of Southwest 9th Street to the south of Army Post Road.

7. Applicable Recognized Neighborhood(s): The subject property is not located within
250 of any neighborhood association. All neighborhood associations were notified of
the public hearing by mailing of the Preliminary Agenda on September 25, 2020 and by
mailing of the Final Agenda on October 8, 2020. Additionally, separate notifications of
the hearing for this specific item were mailed on September 25, 2020 (20 days prior to
the public hearing) and October 5, 2020 (10 days prior to the public hearing) to the
primary titleholder on file with the Polk County Assessor for each property within 250
feet of the site.

During the Governor's emergency declaration due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
applicant is responsible for reaching out to the surrounding property owner within 250
feet through a written communication soliciting questions and input and providing

Community Development Department • T 51 5.283.41 82 / ") \
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responses. The applicant shall provide a report on the outcomes of this process prior to
the Plan and Zoning Commission meeting, and provide a summary at the hearing.

8. Relevant Zoning History: On July 23, 2012, the City Council rezoned the site to
"PUD" District by Ordinance No. 15,121 and adopted the Blank Park Zoo PUD
Conceptual Plan.

On June 21, 2015, the City administratively approved the 1st amendment to the PUD
Conceptual Plan (ZON2015-00126), which allowed caretakers quarters so that
caretakers and interns could overnight on the property.

On June 22, 2016, the City administratively approved the 2nd amendment to the PUD
Conceptual Plan (ZON2016-00072), which allowed expansion of the giraffe house.

The City's current Zoning Ordinance, which took effect on December 16,2019,
requires any amendment to a PUD Conceptual Plan to be reviewed by the Plan &
Zoning Commission and City Council. No additional administrative amendments are
allowed.

9. PlanDSM Creating Our Tomorrow Designation: The subject property is located
within an area designated on the PlanDSM Future Land Use Map as Public/Semi-
Public. The proposed "PUD" Conceptual Plan amendment and Final development site
plan would not require this designation to be amended.

10. Applicable Regulations: Taking into consideration the criteria set forth in Chapter 18B
of the Iowa Code, the application, accompanying evidence and Conceptual Plan shall
be considered by the Plan and Zoning commission at a public hearing. The
Commission shall review the conformity of the proposed development with the
standards of the City Code and with recognized principles of civic design, land use
planning, and landscape architecture. After the hearing, the Commission may vote to
recommend either approval or disapproval of the amended PUD Conceptual Plan as
submitted, or to recommend that the developer amend the plan or request to preserve
the intent and purpose of this chapter to promote public health, safety, morals and
general welfare. The recommendations of the Commission shall be referred to the City
Council.

II. ADDITIONAL APPLICABLE INFORMATION

1. PUD Conceptual Plan: The proposed amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan is
necessary for the PUD Development Plan to be found in conformance the with the
PUD regulations. The proposed amendment would allow construction of a 1,504-
square foot concession and restroom building and a surrounding plaza area. The
proposed enhancements to would be located internally to the zoo and would not be
visible from public Right-of-Way. Staff recommends approval of the proposed
amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan.

In order to minimize the need for future amendments to the PUD Conceptual Plan for
minor improvements, such as the one currently under consideration, Staff recommends

that a note be added to the PUD Conceptual Plan to state: "Any future modification
within "Area A" that impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not require an
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amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any required
PUD Final Development Site Plan."

2. PUD Final Development Site Plan: The proposed PUD Final Development Plan
would be in accordance with the 3rd Amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan. Staff
recommends approval of the submitted "PUD" Final Development Plan "GoGo Plaza",
subject to compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's Permit &
Development Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff.

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Jann Freed asked if any member of the public or the commission desired to speak on the
item. No one requested to speak.

COMMISSION ACTION:

Don/ Briles made a motion for approval of the submitted "PUD" Final Development Plan
"GoGo Plaza", subject to compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's
Permit & Development Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff.

Motion passed: 14-0

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Ludwig, AICP
Planning Administrator

MGLtjh

Community Development Department • T 51 5.283.41 82 ,4 \ .._.__..„..„
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Request from

(officer) for property

Description
of Action

31ank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc. represented by Anne Shimerdla
)perty Zoo located in the vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street.

File #

10-2021-7.19

PUD Final Development Plan for "GoGo Plaza" to allow development of a 1,504-square foot
concession and restroom building and surrounding plaza area.

PlanDSM Future Land Use

Mobilizing Tomorrow
Transportation Plan

Current Zoning District

Proposed Zoning District

Consent Card Responses
Outside Area (200 feet)
Within Subject Property

Plan and Zoning
Commission Action

Current: Public/Semi-Public.
Proposed: N/A.

No planned improvements.

Blank Park Zoo Legacy "PUD" Planned Unit Development District.

N/A

In Favor
0

Approval

Denial

Not In Favor
0

x

Undetermined

Required 6/7 Vote of
the City Council

% Opposition

Yes

No x

yl

Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc., Vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street

1 inch =398 feet



Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc., Vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street 10-2021-7.19
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1 inch = 398 feet
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SITE PLAN FOR:

7401 SW 9TH STREET
DES MOINES, IOWA

VICINITY MAP LEGAL DESCRIPTION INDEX OF SHEETS GENERAL LEGEND

OWNER/APPLICANT
BLANK PARK TOO
CONTACT: MARK WKOVICH
7401 SW 9-m STREET
DES MOINE5, IOWA 50315
PH. (515] S74-253B

ENGINEER/ SURVEYOR
CIVIL DESIGN ADVANTAGE, U.C
CONTACT: N1COLE HEAL
3405 SE CROSSROADS DRIVE. SUITE G
CRIMES, IOWA 50111
PH. (S15J 363-4+00
n. [515) 563-WO

ARCHITECT
5IMOMSON & ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS. LLC

1717 INGERSOU- AVE S 117

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

SUBMITTAL DATES

[~—! APPROVED I^Zi APPROVED wrrH CONDmON

IN ACCORDANCE WFTH SECTION 82-207 (c.) 2000 DCT Mainss
MUNICIPAL CODES AS AMENDED,
NO CHANGES TO THIS PLAN UNLESS APPROVED IN WRHNG

1M THE PLANNING DIRECTOR or NEW AMENDED DATED PLAN.

PLANNING DIRECTOR

A PART OF WE SOUTHWEST QUARTCR OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 7B
NORTH, RANGE 2+ WEST OF THE 5-tH P.M. AND PART OF -WE
NOFtTHEAST 1/+ AND PART OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4. OF SECTION 33,
TOWNSHIP ra'NORTH. RANGS 24 WEST OF -THE BTH P.M.. AND THE
WEST 632.0 FEET OF TOE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SEC-nON 33,
(DCCEPT THE NORTH 1+20.0 FEET OF THE HOR-TtiEAST 1/+), ANO THE
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SAID SECTION 33 (EXCEPT TtiE SOUTH W ACRES
OF THE EAST GQ ACRES OF SAID SOUTHEAST 1/4.). AND FURTHER
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF
SAID SECTION 33; THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH UNE OF SAID
NORTHEAST 1/4, A DISTANCE OF 3X0 FEET TO THE EAST RIGHT OF
WAY UNE OF'SOUTHWEST STH STOEET AND THE POINT OF BEC1HNIW;
TMEMGE NORTH ALONG THE EAST RIGHT OF WAY UNE OF SOUTHWST
9TH STREET 12a+.0 FEET; THEHCE EAST 599.0 FEET; THENCE SOUTH
ALONG A UNE 599.0 FEET EAST OF AND PARALLEL WW THE EAST
RIGHT OF WAY UHE OF SOUTHWEST STti STREET TO A POINT
APPROXIMATELY 623.0Q FEET SOUTH TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
PARCEL -A" AS SHOWN ON -WE PLAT OF SURVEY RECORDED IN BOOK
8041 PAGE 37; TMENCE EAST ON THE NORTH PARCEL LINE OF SAID
PARCEL -A' TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID PARCEL 'A';
THENCE SOUTH ALONG TOE EAST PARCEL UNE OF PARCEL "A- TO
THE SOUTH UNE OF THE EA5T-WE5T RODGERS ROAD AS CURRENTLY
ESTABLISHED: -mENCE WEST TO THE EAST LINE OF THE NORTH-SOUTH
CARTER STREET AS CURRENTLY ESTABUEHED: ThENCE
SOUTH-SOUTHEAST ALONG THE EAST UNE OF CARTER STOEET TO A
POINT 65 FEET NORTH OF THE SOUTH PARCEL LINE AND 300 FEET
WEST Of- THE EAST PARCEL UNE: THENCE SOUTtiVSSTERLY TO A
POINT APPROXIMATELY 375 FSJ'WST OF THE EAST PARCEL UNE ON
THE SOUTH PARCEL UNE. TO THE CORNER POST OF THE EXISTING
NORTHERN BLANK COLF COURSE FENCE; THENCE EAST ALONG THE
SOUTH UNE OF TtiE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 33 TO
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SAID
SECTION 33: THENCE EAST 40 FEET ALONG THE NORTH WE OF TOE
SDUTHWST QUARTER OF SECTION 34; THENCE SOUTH 21G FEET
PARALLEL Vfl-TH THE WEST LINE OF TOE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
SECTION 34; THENCE WESTCRLY TO A POINT 500 FEET EAST OF THE
EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF SW 9TH STREET AND THE &OST1NG
NORTOERN BUWK GOLF COURSE FENCE; THENCE SOtTIHWESTERLY
32D.O FEET TO A POINT Z90.0 FEET SOUTH OF MASON AVENUE RIGHT
OF WAY UNE DCTENDED; -THENCE WESTERLT 1B3 FECT TO THE EAST
RIGHT OF WAY UNE OF'SOU-fflVCT- 9TH STOEET; fflENCE NORTH
ALOHG THE EAST RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SOUT-IWEST 9TH STREET
765.0 FEET TO TOE POINT OF BEGINIStNG, EXCEPT THE AREAS AND
BUILDINGS IDENTIFIED AS; 9LDC 13S, BLDG 303, aLDC 303. BLDO 135.
AND A 10 FOOT WE AREA ADJO^NG EACH SIDE OF SAID BUILDINGS
FOR MAINTENANCE AND INGRESS-EGRESS TO SAID BUIL01NGS FROM
AHY EXISTING ROADS. ALL NOW INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A PART
OF -THE an OF DES'MOINES, POLK COUNTr, IOWA. CONTAINING ±

FORT DES M01NES PAFICELS WWW LEASED AREA:
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AND, NORTH OF THE NORTH SIDE OF RODGERS ROAD.
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BLDC 83, SLUG 126. BLDG 1Z7.
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3ED W WE P.U.D. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION TO BLANK PARK
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THE A.H. 'BtANK PARK ZOO LEASE, OPERATttW, MANAGEMENT AND

ENANCE AGREEMENT. DATED APRIL 25. 2011. WE P.U.D.
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION INCLUDES AODITIONAL
PROPERTf OWNED BY THE dTf OF OES NOINES THAT IS NOT
INCLUDED IN SAID LEASE AGREEMENT.
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GRADING NOTES
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ciTYOFDESMOinESY_
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Date.

November 3, 2020

^w^erf/^eQ)
~M-Agenda Item

Roll Call #.

Honorable Mayor and City Council
City of Des Moines, Iowa

Members:

Communication from the City Plan and Zoning Commission advising that at their October
15, 2020 meeting, the following action was taken regarding a request from Blank Park Zoo
Foundation, Inc. represented byAnne Shimerdla (officer) for review and approval of the 3rd
Amendment to the Blank Park Zoo PUD Conceptual Plan to allow for addition of a new
restroom and concession building with plaza within the Area "A" for the Blank Park Zoo
located in the vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street.

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

After public hearing, the members voted 14-0 as follows:

Commission Action: Yes Nays Pass Absent
Francis Boggus
Dory Briles
Abby Chungath
Kayla Berkson
Jann Freed
Johnny Alcivar
Lisa Howard
Carolyn Jenison
Greg Jones
William Page
Rocky Sposato
Steve Wallace
Greg Wattier
Emily Webb

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

APPROVAL of proposed 3rd Amendment to the Blank Park Zoo PUD Conceptual Plan,
subject to provision of a note stating that any future modification within "Area A" that
impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not require an amendment to the PUD
Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any required PUD Final Development
Site Plan. (ZON2020-00122)

Community Development Department • T 51 5.283.4182 y \\\ Armory Building • 602 Robert D. Ray Drive • Des Moines, IA 50309-1881



Written Responses
4 in Favor
1 in opposition

STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO THE P&Z COMMISSION

Staff recommends approval the that the proposed 3rd Amendment to the Blank Park Zoo
PUD Conceptual Plan, subject to provision of a note stating that any future modification
within "Area A" that impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not require an
amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any required
PUD Final Development Site Plan.

STAFF REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Purpose of Request: The proposed amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan and the
proposed PUD Development Plan would allow construction of a 1,504-square foot
concession and restroom building and a surrounding plaza area. The proposed
construction and zoo enhancements would be located internally to the zoo, just north of
the prairie dog colony. These improvements would not be visible from public Right-of-
Way.

2. Size of Site: 66.75 acres.

3. Existing Zoning (site): "Blank Park Zoo PUD" Planned Unit Development District.

4. Existing Land Use (site): Blank Park Zoo and off-street parking.

5. Adjacent Land Use and Zoning to Site of Amendment:

North - "P2" & "NX2", Uses include the Fort Des Moines Historical National Landmark
and the Fort Des Moines Residential Correctional Facility.

South - "P1", Use is the Blank Golf Course.

East - "P1", Use is the Blank Golf Course.

West- "N3a" & "NX2", Uses include Southwest 9th Street and residential uses.

6. General Neighborhood/Area Land Uses: The subject property (Blank Park Zoo) is
located along the east side of Southwest 9th Street to the south of Army Post Road.

7. Applicable Recognized Neighborhood(s): The subject property is not located within
250 of any neighborhood association. All neighborhood associations were notified of
the public hearing by mailing of the Preliminary Agenda on September 25, 2020 and by
mailing of the Final Agenda on October 8, 2020. Additionally, separate notifications of
the hearing for this specific item were mailed on September 25, 2020 (20 days prior to

Community Development Department • T 5] 5.283.4182 / ') \\ . „ .... ,„„ „ . ,^. „ „. „ ., .
Armory Building • 602 Robert D. Ray Drive • Des Moines, IAS0309-1881



the public hearing) and October 5, 2020 (10 days prior to the public hearing) to the
primary titleholder on file with the Polk County Assessor for each property within 250
feet of the site.

During the Governor's emergency declaration due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
applicant is responsible for reaching out to the surrounding property owner within 250
feet through a written communication soliciting questions and input and providing
responses. The applicant shall provide a report: on the outcomes of this process prior to
the Plan and Zoning Commission meeting, and provide a summary at the hearing.

8. Relevant Zoning History: On July 23, 2012, the City Council rezoned the site to
"PUD" District by Ordinance No. 15,121 and adopted the Blank Park Zoo PUD
Conceptual Plan.

On June 21, 2015, the City administratively approved the 1st amendment to the PUD
Conceptual Plan (ZON2015-00126), which allowed caretakers quarters so that
caretakers and interns could overnight on the property.

On June 22, 2016, the City administratively approved the 2nd amendment to the PUD
Conceptual Plan (ZON2016-00072), which allowed expansion of the giraffe house.

The City's current Zoning Ordinance, which took effect on December 16,2019,
requires any amendment to a PUD Conceptual Plan to be reviewed by the Plan &
Zoning Commission and City Council. No additional administrative amendments are
allowed.

9. PlanDSM Creating Our Tomorrow Designation: The subject property is located
within an area designated on the PlanDSM Future Land Use Map as Public/Semi-
Public. The proposed "PUD" Conceptual Plan amendment and Final development site
plan would not require this designation to be amended.

10. Applicable Regulations: Taking into consideration the criteria set forth in Chapter 18B
of the Iowa Code, the application, accompanying evidence and Conceptual Plan shall
be considered by the Plan and Zoning commission at a public hearing. The
Commission shall review the conformity of the proposed development with the
standards of the City Code and with recognized principles of civic design, land use
planning, and landscape architecture. After the hearing, the Commission may vote to
recommend either approval or disapproval of the amended PUD Conceptual Plan as
submitted, or to recommend that the developer amend the plan or request to preserve
the intent and purpose of this chapter to promote public health, safety, morals and
general welfare. The recommendations of the Commission shall be referred to the City
Council.

II. ADDITIONAL APPLICABLE INFORMATION

1. PUD Conceptual Plan: The proposed amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan is
necessary for the PUD Development Plan to be found in conformance the with the
PUD regulations. The proposed amendment would allow construction of a 1,504-
square foot concession and restroom building and a surrounding plaza area. The
proposed enhancements to would be located internally to the zoo and would not be

Community Development Department • T 51 5.283.4182 / "^ \
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visible from public Right-of-Way. Staff recommends approval of the proposed
amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan.

In order to minimize the need for future amendments to the PUD Conceptual Plan for
minor improvements, such as the one currently under consideration, Staff recommends

that a note be added to the PUD Conceptual Plan to state: "Any future modification
within "Area A" that impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not require an
amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any required
PUD Final Development Site Plan."

2. PUD Final Development Site Plan: The proposed PUD Final Development Plan
would be in accordance with the 3rd Amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan. Staff
recommends approval of the submitted "PUD" Final Development Plan "GoGo Plaza",
subject to compliance with all administrative review comments by the City's Permit &
Development Center and/or Site Plan Review Staff.

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Jann Freed asked if any member of the public or the commission desired to speak on the
item. No one requested to speak.

COMMISSION ACTION:

Don/ Briles made a motion for approval of the proposed 3rd Amendment to the Blank Park
Zoo PUD Conceptual Plan, subject to provision of a note stating that any future
modification within "Area A" that impacts less than 10,000 square feet of area shall not
require an amendment to the PUD Conceptual Plan, but shall be in accordance with any
required PUD Final Development Site Plan

Motion passed: 14-0

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Ludwig, AICP
Planning Administrator

MGLtjh
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Request from
(officer) for property Zc

Description
of Action

Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Inc. represented by Anne Shimerdla
)perty Zoo located in the vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street.

File #

ZON2020-00122

3'd Amendment to the Blank Park Zoo PUD Conceptual Plan to allow for addition of a new
restroom and concession building with plaza within the Area "A".

PlanDSM Future Land Use

Mobilizing Tomorrow
Transportation Plan

Current Zoning District

Proposed Zoning District

Consent Card Responses

Outside Area (200 feet)
Within Subject Property

Plan and Zoning
Commission Action

Current: Public/Semi-Public.

Proposed: N/A.

No planned improvements.

Blank Park Zoo Legacy "PUD" Planned Unit Development District.

N/A

In Favor

4

Approval

Denial

Not In Favor
1

x

Undetermined

Required 6/7 Vote of
the City Council

% Opposition

Yes

No x

Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street
13BBrii3b-BS3N^

ZON2020-00122



Blank Park Zoo Foundation, Vicinity of 7401 Southwest 9th Street ZON2020-00122
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I (^i) "(am not) in favor of the request:

^Circle One) p^ ^ame: ^iMDft ^^ M-Z>^

^ RECEJVED^_ sianature:<r%^^ ^'^U^M.^COMMUNnViEVELOPMENT 019nalure: \V/W^^ /V ^^ ^ ^< •

OCT 1 3 2020 Address: WD^ ^i.6 ^ ^£fefe6^"""

Reason for opposing or approving this request may be listed below:

ZON2020-00122
Item: GTt-Yie^/^ @ ^ S£?.A fc- ^<!jL~2d? Date:

l((a^ (am not) in favor of the request:

(Circle One) pr,nt Name: ^eteCCa Ccoi/

.RECEiyED_,_^,_,,,_ ^^^^ ..^ ^7.COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT;:"9naIur®:

OCT. 1 3 2020 Address: 8^0 ^ gur^k-sw Al/'e, D&H
^•o s/s"

Reason for opposing or approving this request may be listed below:

Zoo Kci's be..^ in'-n'e.;^ o-f / ^prow^b
I

•+"o ^-5 G.owas^lb^ -f:<xa^'-t-t^ fcr Q ur-^e.

Ss'^e 4-ime- Tj^'s u^l br<nc< A^-e/ j)pscv3^,
~a' iT

-to 4"h e. 2cT^,



ZON2020-00122
Item: _Date: /o/^/^o
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ibU <
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ZON2020-00122
Item:. Date: /Q /c) /^£>

l((afcp(am not} in favor of the request:

(Circle One) p^ ^ame: KitJ-' ^V k^Z^^
RECEIVED^ 7Z^--J

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTSignature:

•J^

OCT 13 2020 ^ress: 2a^ &.8^^ A-^

Reason for opposing or approving this request may be listed below:
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•DEVELOPMENT Signature: /?'^/ /., },_aM^-~-

^
COMMUNEDEVELOPMENT Signature: /?'^/, (^),,^S^

OCT 1 3 202Q Address: ^.c) /^^^^ c^^

Reason for opposing or approving this request may be listed below:
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