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RESOLUTION HOLDING HEARING ON REQUEST FROM WADE INVESTMENTS, LLC FOR
A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPMATENESS FOR NORDEN HALL AT 425 EAST GRAND

AVENUE

WHEREAS, Wade Investments, LLC, Owner of real property formerly known as Norden Hall, located at
425 East Grand A.venue, (the "Property") have made application for a Certificate of Appropriateness to

allow exterior building and site modifications for the Property, including retention of an outdoor concrete

patio in the rear of the site, retention ofa4-foot tail black chain-link fence around the exterior of the patio,

and retention of an overhead door on the west facade of the building; and

WHEREAS, the Property is legally described as follows:

Lot 2 and the East 15.0 feet of Lot 3, all in Block 9 of East Fort Des Moines, being an Official Plat in the

City of Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa.

WHEREAS, in 2000, the building was designated as a local landmark subject to Chapter 58, Article III of
the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, and in 2013, the building was relocated to its current

location on East Grand Avenue from its original location at 709 East Locust Street; and

WHEREAS, on June 21, 2022, after notice, the Landmark Review Board considered the application for

Certificate of Appropriateness and the consensus of the Board members present was to recommend that the

Certificate of Appropriateness should be granted subject to the following conditions: within one year of

issuance of the Certificate of Appropriateness, black ornamental metal fencing as approved by the Planning
and Urban Design Administrator shall be installed around the patio to replace the installed chain-link

fencing currently on site which will be allowed for a period not to exceed one year following issuance of the

Certificate of Appropriateness and Applicant will comply with the Building Code with issuance of all
necessary permits by the City's Permit and Development Center; and

WHEREAS, Des JVtoines Municipal Code Section 58-62(f) provides that the recommendation of the
Landmark Review Board is to be heard and considered in a public hearing before the City Council, to be set

upon reasonable notice and with the opportunity for those interested both for and against to be heard; and

WHEREAS, on June 27, 2022, by Roll call number 22-1002, it was duly resolved by the City Council that
the request for approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness be set down for hearing on July 18, 2022, at

5:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers; and

WHEREAS, due notice of said hearing was published in the Des Moines Register, as provided by law,
setting forth the time and place for hearing on said proposed Certificate of Appropriateness; and
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WHEREAS, in accordance with said noitce, those interested in said proposed Certificate of

Appropriateness, both for and against, have been given opportunity to be heard with respect thereto and
have presented their views to the City Council.

NOW, THEP^EFOPxE, BE IT PJESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, as
follows:

1. Upon due consideration of the facts, and any and all statements of interested persons and

arguments of counsel, any objections to the proposed approval of the Certificate of

Appropriateness for the exterior building and site modifications for the Property are hereby

oveiTuled, and the hearing is closed.

2. The proposed Certificate of Appropriateness for the exterior building and site modifications

for the Property, including retention of an outdoor concrete patio in the rear of the site,
retention of a 4-foot-tall black chain-link fence around the exterior of the patio, and retention

of an overhead door on the west facade of the building is hereby approved subject to the
following conditions:

a. within one year of issuance of the Certificate of Appropriateness, black ornamental metal

fencing as approved by the Planning and Urban Design Administrator shall be installed

around the patio to replace the installed chain-link fencing currently on site which will be

allowed for a period not to exceed one year following issuance of the Certificate of

Appropriateness; and
b. Applicant will comply with the Building Code with issuance of all necessary permits by

the City's Permit and Development Center.

(Council Communication No. 22- )

Moved by _ to adopt. Second by _.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

/s/ Gary D. Goudelock Jr.

Gaiy D. Goudelock Jr.

Assistant City Attorney
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CERTIFICATE

I, LAURA BAUMGARTNER, Acting City Clerk of
said City hereby certify that at a meeting of the
City Council of said City of Des Moines, held on
the above date, among other proceedings the
above was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

Acting City Clerk
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CITY OF DES MOINES LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD

STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION
Tuesday, June 21, 2022

AGENDA ITEM #1 CAHP-2022-000029

Applicant: Request from COA Cantina, represented by James Thyberg.

Location: 425 East Grand Avenue

Requested Action(s): Certificate of Appropriateness to allow the following:

A) Retention of an outdoor concrete patio in the rear of the site.

B) Retention of a 4-foot- tall black chain-link fence around the exterior of the patio.

C) Retention of an overhead door on the west fagade of the building.

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

The subject property is located on the south side of East Grand Avenue approximately
60 feet west of the intersection of East Grand Avenue and East 5th Street. The building
is known as Norden Hall, and was designated as a local landmark in 2000. In 2013, the
site was relocated to its current location on East Grand from its original location at 709
East Locust Street.

According to the 2013 Landmark Review Board request to relocate the structure, the
building predates the State Capitol building (1884-86) and that it was home to three
early Scandinavian groups, the Danish Brotherhood, the Danish Sisterhood and the
Norden Singing Society.

The Landmark Review Board is charged with reviewing proposed alterations to the
exterior of locally designated landmarks and makes recommendations to the City
Council. All Certificates of Appropriateness for local landmarks that are not located in a
local historic district are issued by the City Council.

II. APPLICABLE DESIGN GUIDELINES

In reviewing COA requests, the Landmark Review Board shall consider standards for
rehabilitation promulgated by the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary's Standards
for Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings consist of the following:

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial
relationships.



2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding
conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be
undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will
be retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new
feature will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and
physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will
not be used.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the property.
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such
a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Staff recommends approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness based on the following:

Standard 2 "The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships
that characterize a property will be avoided." No changes are proposed to the site that
are specific to Norden Hall itself, nor do any of the proposed alterations impact the
original footprint of the structure. The patio and fence do not interact with the structure
in any capacity, utilizing existing egress stainwells to access the patio. The newly
installed overhead door does remove a part of the west fagade wall. However, the
specific location was a portion of the wall that was shared with another building in
Norden Hall's original location. That wall had to be removed and /-©enforced after the
move to 425 East Grand, and as such is not original to the building.
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Standard 9 "New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment." Apart from the fencing, the proposed
alterations to match with previous work on the site to provide appropriate context to the
original building. The overhead door is black metal framing with entirely glass panels,
matching the current street-facing entrance, and mimicking the trim of the windows of
the building. The patio is concrete, which is a standard requirement of the "City ofDes
Moines' Architectural Guidelines for Building Rehabilitation in Historic Districts."

The fencing around the patio, is of a black chain link construction and does not match
with any fencing or railing around the existing site. Chain link fencing is not a typically
appropriate material for commercial districts under Chapter 135 standards, and while it
does prefer black or dark coloring if chain-link is unavoidable, the Fencing Guidelines
for Historic Districts prefers avoiding chain link whenever possible. Staff recommends
that a more appropriate fencing be installed, either matching the existing patio to the
west, or of an ornamental metal fence design typical of commercial developments

throughout the city.

V. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the requested Certificate of Appropriateness, subject to
the following conditions:

1. Black ornamental metal fencing shall be installed around the patio, in place of the
installed chain-link fencing as approved by the Planning and Urban Design
Administrator.

2. Compliance with the Building Code with issuance of all necessary permits by the
City's Permit and Development Center.

The Landmark Review Board's recommendation on the Certificate of Appropriateness
will be forwarded to the City Council for review in accordance with Section 58-62 of the
Historic Preservation Ordinance. The Board is a recommending body in this process.
The decision to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is made by the City
Council.
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EAST VILLAGE ROWHOUS& : CHR1STENSEN DEVELOPMENT
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EAST VILLAGE ROWHOUSE : CHRISTENSEN DEVELOPMENT

PERSPECTIVES VIEWS
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MKED USE DISTRICT
(CW

PROJECT USE
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SURROUNDING ZONING
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SOUTH; CENTnXL BUStNESS MIXED USE DISTniCT (COS)
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WEST: CENTHAL BUSINESS MKED USE DtSTBCT (MB)

PARCEL NUMBER

Sn-E SUMMARY
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BUILOINSWEA;1.tEOSO,FT.
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION
uirai»»l<n»«.B«TR»H[«eu»Nn.««
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa, has adopted
a resolution concerning a request from Wade Investments, LLC (Owner) for a Certificate of

Appropriateness for alteration or construction of the local landmark, the building formerly known
as Norden Hall located at 425 E. Grand Avenue, to allow exterior building and site modifications

for the Property, including retention of an outdoor concrete patio in the rear of the site, retention
of a 4-foot tall black chain-link fence around the exterior of the patio, and retention of an overhead

door on the west fa9ade of the building

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the City Council will consider the proposed Certificate of
Appropriateness after a public hearing to be held at 5:00 p.m. on July 18, 2022, in the Council
Chambers, City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines, Iowa. At the hearing, opportunity to

be heard will be given to proponents and opponents of the Certificate of Appropriateness. Any

person or organization desiring to submit written material regarding this matter may direct such

written material to the Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines,

Iowa 50309, or by e-mailing cityclerk(%dmgov.org prior to 4:00 p.m. on July 18, 2022.

CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA
By: T.M. Franklin Cownie, M'ayor

ATTEST: Laura Baumgartner, Acting City Clerk

Published in the Des Moines Register on July 6, 2022.


