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HOLD HEARING FOR VACATION OF MULTIPLE SEGMENTS OF STREET AND ALLEY
RIGHT-OF WAY IN THE VICINITY OF EAST 19™ STREET AND HUBBELL AVENUE TO
ALLOW THEM TO BE ASSEMBLED INTO ASHFIELD PARK

WHEREAS, on August 18, 2025, by Roll Call No. 25-1117, the City Council of the City of Des Moines,
Iowa voted to receive and file a communication from the City Plan and Zoning Commission to vacate
undeveloped right-of-way along the north, east and south perimeters of Ashfield Park, the segment of East
19™ Street located between Hubbell Avenue and Maple Street, and an alley extending southeast from said
street segment to Hubbell Avenue (hereinafter “Property”) to allow for incorporation into Ashfield Park;
and

WHEREAS, as part of the City Plan and Zoning Commission review and recommendation to vacate the
subject right-of-way, the City’s Police Department, Fire Department, and Engineering Department — Traffic
& Transportation Division reviewed and determined that there was no need to retain the use of East 19"
Street for emergency vehicle access when Hubbell Avenue is blocked by trains; and

WHEREAS, there is no known current or future public need for the Property proposed to be vacated, and
the City will not be inconvenienced by the vacation of said right-of-way, subject to the reservation of any
necessary easements for all existing utilities in place until such time that they are abandoned or relocated,
and further subject to an easement to provide access to the driveway for the property located at 1901 Burson
Street, Des Moines, lowa; and

WHEREAS, the vacated street and alley right-of-way will be dedicated as parkland, with dedication
effective upon recording of the Ordinance with the Polk County Recorder.

WHEREAS, on September 8, 2025, by Roll Call No. _@s-/274/ , it was duly resolved by the City Council
of the City of Des Moines, Iowa, that the proposed vacation of the right-of-way be set for hearing on
September 29, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 400 Robert D. Ray Drive, Des
Moines, Iowa; and

WHEREAS, due notice of said proposal to vacate street and alley right-of-way was given to all necessary
parties as provided by law, setting forth the time and place for hearing on said proposal; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with City Council direction, those interested in the proposed vacation, both for
and against, have been given an opportunity to be heard with respect thereto and have presented their views
to the City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, lowa:
1. Upon due consideration of the facts and statements of interested persons, any and all objections to the

proposed vacation of multiple segments of street and alley right-of-way in the vicinity of East 19"
Street and Hubbell Avenue, as described herein, are hereby overruled and the hearing is closed.
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2. There is no public need or benefit for the right-of-way proposed to be vacated, and the public would
not be inconvenienced by reason of the vacation of said right-of-way, legally described as follows,
and said vacation is hereby approved, subject to the reservation of any necessary easements for all
existing utilities in place until such time as they may be abandoned or relocated, and further subject to
an easement to provide access to the driveway for the property located at 1901 Burson Street, Des
Moines, lowa.

A PART OF EAST/WEST ALLEY RIGHT OF WAY LYING SOUTH OF AND
ADJOINING LOTS 2 THROUGH 13 OF BLOCK 3 IN SUNNYSIDE ADDITION TO
THE CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, NOW INCLUDED IN
AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY, IOWA,
AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 14 IN SAID BLOCK 3;
THENCE WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 14 AND ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF LOT 3 IN THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE NE 1/4 OF SEC 2-T78-
R24 TO THE SOUTHERLY EXTENSION OF THE WEST LINE OF THE EAST 20.0
FEET OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE NORTH ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY EXTENSION
TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 2; THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE
OF SAID LOTS 2 THROUGH 13 TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 13;
THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE TO THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF SAID LOT 14 AND TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND

A PART OF EAST/WEST ALLEY RIGHT OF WAY LYING NORTH OF AND
ADJOINING LOTS 21 THROUGH 26 IN GOODE & LIKES’ ADDITION TO DES
MOINES, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, AND LYING NORTH OF AND ADJOINING LOTS
6 THROUGH 8 IN HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, NOW
INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK
COUNTY, IOWA, AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 8; THENCE WEST
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 8, LOT 7 AND LOT 6 TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 21; THENCE CONTINUING WEST ALONG
THE NORTH LINE OF SAID LOT 21 THROUGH SAID LOT 26 TO THE
SOUTHERLY EXTENSION OF THE EAST LINE OF THE WEST 60.0 FEET OF LOT
3 IN THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE NE 1/4 OF SEC 2-T78-R24; THENCE NORTH
ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY EXTENSION TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 3;
THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 3 TO THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF SAID LOT 3; THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND



* Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

o

A PART OF ALLEY RIGHT OF WAY LYING BETWEEN LOTS 8 AND 9 IN
HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, NOW INCLUDED IN AND
FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY, IOWA, AND
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 9; THENCE
SOUTHEAST ALONG THE SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 9 TO THE
SOUTHERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 9; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG A
STRAIGHT LINE TO THE SOUTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 8; THENCE
NORTHWEST ALONG THE NORTHEASTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 8 TO THE
NORTHEASTERLY CORNER OF SAID LOT 8; THENCE NORTH ALONG A
STRAIGHT LINE TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND

A PART OF LYON STREET RIGHT OF WAY (PLATTED AS WILSON STREET) IN
SUNNYSIDE ADDITION TO THE CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA, AN OFFICIAL
PLAT, NOW INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES
MOINES, POLK COUNTY, IOWA, AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 9 IN HUBBELL AVENUE
ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT; THENCE WEST ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF
SAID LOT 9 TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 9; THENCE NORTH
ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 14 IN
BLOCK 3 OF SAID SUNNYSIDE ADDITION TO THE CITY OF DES MOINES,
IOWA; THENCE EAST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 14 TO THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 14; THENCE SOUTH ALONG A STRAIGHT
LINE TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND

A PART OF LOT 1 IN THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF A STRIP OF GROUND 100 FT
WIDE, BEING 50 FT. ON EACH SIDE OF THE CENTERLINE OF A RIGHT OF WAY
OF THE DES MOINES AND MINNEAPOLIS RAILROAD COMPANY AS
FORMERLY LOCATED OVER THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PREMISES IN
POLK COUNTY IOWA, TO WIT: LOTS “B” AND “C” OF THE SUBDIVISION OF
LOT 2 OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE N.E. 1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 78,
RANGE 24, SAID OFFICIAL PLAT BEING RECORDED IN BOOK F PAGE 29 AT
THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF POLK COUNTY, IOWA, SAID PART OF LOT 1
ALSO BEING A PART OF EAST 19™ STREET RIGHT OF WAY, NOW INCLUDED
IN AND FORMING A PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY,
IOWA, AND MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:



* Roll Call Number Agenda Item Nl;‘rrber

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 6 IN SAID OFFICIAL PLAT
OF A STRIP OF GROUND 100 FT WIDE, BEING 50 FT. ON EACH SIDE OF THE
CENTERLINE OF A RIGHT OF WAY OF THE DES MOINES AND MINNEAPOLIS
RAILROAD COMPANY AS FORMERLY LOCATED OVER THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PREMISES IN POLK COUNTY IOWA, TO WIT: LOTS “B” AND “C”
OF THE SUBDIVISION OF LOT 2 OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE N.E. 1/4 OF
SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 78, RANGE 24, THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE
SOUTHERLY EXTENSION OF THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 6 TO A LINE
RUNNING BETWEEN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 10 IN HUBBELL
AVENUE ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, AND THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
LOT 9 IN SAID HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION; THENCE SOUTHWEST ALONG
SAID LINE RUNNING BETWEEN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 10
AND THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 9 TO THE WESTERLY LINE OF
SAID LOT 1; THENCE NORTH ALONG SAID WESTERLY LINE OF SAID LOT 1
TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 6; THENCE EAST ALONG THE
SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 6 TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 37,485 SQUARE FEET.
AND

A PART OF LYON STREET RIGHT OF WAY IN SUNNYSIDE ADDITION TO THE
CITY OF DES MOINES, IOWA, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, AND A PART OF THE ALLEY
RIGHT OF WAY LYING SOUTHWEST OF AND ADJOINING LOTS 14, 16
THROUGH 20 IN HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION, AN OFFICIAL PLAT, AND A
PART OF LOT 1 IN THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF A STRIP OF GROUND 100 FT WIDE,
BEING 50 FT. ON EACH SIDE OF THE CENTERLINE OF A RIGHT OF WAY OF
THE DES MOINES AND MINNEAPOLIS RAILROAD COMPANY AS FORMERLY
LOCATED OVER THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PREMISES IN POLK COUNTY
IOWA, TO WIT: LOTS “B” AND “C” OF THE SUBDIVISION OF LOT 2 OF THE
OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE N.E. 1/4 OF SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 78, RANGE 24, SAID
OFFICIAL PLAT BEING RECORDED IN BOOK F PAGE 29 AT THE RECORDER’S
OFFICE OF POLK COUNTY, IOWA, SAID PART OF LOT 1 ALSO BEING A PART
OF EAST 19™ STREET RIGHT OF WAY, NOW INCLUDED IN AND FORMING A
PART OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY, IOWA, AND MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 6 IN SAID OFFICIAL PLAT
OF A STRIP OF GROUND 100 FT WIDE, BEING 50 FT. ON EACH SIDE OF THE
CENTERLINE OF A RIGHT OF WAY OF THE DES MOINES AND MINNEAPOLIS
RAILROAD COMPANY AS FORMERLY LOCATED OVER THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PREMISES IN POLK COUNTY IOWA, TO WIT: LOTS “B” AND “C”
OF THE SUBDIVISION OF LOT 2 OF THE OFFICIAL PLAT OF THE N.E. 1/4 OF
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SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 78, RANGE 24; THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE
SOUTHERLY EXTENSION OF THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 6 TO A LINE
RUNNING BETWEEN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 10 IN SAID HUBBELL
AVENUE ADDITION, AND THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF LOT 9 IN SAID
HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION; THENCE NORTHEAST ALONG SAID LINE
RUNNING BETWEEN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 10 AND THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 9 TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID
LOT 10; THENCE WEST ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 10 TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 10; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST
LINE OF LOTS 10, 11 AND 22 IN SAID HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION TO THE
NORTH CORNER OF SAID LOT 22; THENCE SOUTHEAST ALONG THE
NORTHEAST LINE OF LOT 22 AND LOT 13 TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
SAID LOT 13; THENCE NORTHEAST ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 14; THENCE NORTHWEST ALONG THE
SOUTHWEST LINE OF SAID LOTS 14, 16 THROUGH 20 TO THE WEST CORNER
OF SAID LOT 20; THENCE NORTH ALONG THE WEST LINE OF LOTS 20 AND 21
IN SAID HUBBELL AVENUE ADDITION TO THE NORTH CORNER OF SAID LOT
21; THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG A STRAIGHT LINE TO THE
NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 6; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST
LINE OF SAID LOT 6 TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING,

AND CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 31,602 SQUARE FEET

3. Upon final passage of an ordinance vacating said right-of-way and approval by resolution of this City
Council, the City Clerk is authorized and directed to forward the approved Ordinance, along with a
certified copy of this resolution and of the affidavit of publication of the notice of this hearing to the
Polk County Recorder’s Office for the purpose of causing said documents to be recorded.

4.  The vacated street and alley right-of-way is hereby dedicated as parkland, with dedication effective
upon recording of the Ordinance with the Polk County Recorder.



=—310puzza—

(ol

E——— X TR et N N AR R T —n -
P ————— ] S e _ A , =
.......... ey 4,>|I«\Hh.w:‘/ = . IR ——— |
T T e T s sisiza — |
S e i — -
k) , = N —] |
= ‘.leu.m m.\n.”\e;WHl,Hm }speal - ——= =T - . L
% 2 2 i _1
INENEN RN A IRAEERERE - e e | e || e .
= i) §- = W
oAy aiemejeq = 2 — = .

——-js 4oz 3

e g euem T

———— I R

——3S JIoM 3a =

Ll 9

o —
=jswsra= "

e e ig MEMalg T

35 uoxig ==

L

{
i
ton Ave

ing
i
1
|
{

©
&
5 S |
IO S @W.a_ut!haiﬂH s uoxig=——= w == wong o
M 2
wii LI BAEhim._

A\

d szef

e WVl ey

V)

Garfiel

LOCATION |

A ,.‘ﬂ-\ eanadnn s man by SO g - - e ol
s wra=i|

PROPE




Agenda ltem __B:__.

August 11, 2025 Roll Call #

Communication from the City Plan and Zoning Commission advising that at their August 7,
2025 meeting, the following action was taken on a City initiated request for the vacation of
the following segments of alley and street right-of-way to allow them to be assembled into
Ashfield Park:

A) Undeveloped right-of-way along the north, east and south perimeters of Ashfield
Park, including Geo-Parcel Numbers 782402205008, 782402620055, and
782402205019.

B) The segment of East 19th Street located between Hubbell Avenue and Maple
Street, and an alleyway extending southeast from said street segment to Hubbel
Avenue.

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 12-0
After public hearing, the members voted as follows:

Nays Pass Abstain Absent

D
2]

Commission Action: b ¢
Francis Boggus
Leah Rudolphi
Chris Draper
Laura Kessel
Todd Garner
Johnny Alcivar
Carolyn Jenison
William Page
Andrew Lorentzen
Emily Webb

Katie Gillette

Rick Trower

Jane Rongerude
John Erpelding

X XXXX XXXXXXX

Approval of the following:

Part A) Approval of the request subject to the reservation of easements for any existing
utilities until such time that they are abandoned or relocated.

Part B) Approval of the request, subject to the following conditions:
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1. Reservation of easements for any existing utilities until such time that they are
abandoned or relocated.

2. Provision of an easement providing access to the driveway for the property located
at 1901 Burson Street.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO THE P&Z COMMISSION

Part A) Staff recommends approval of the request subject to the reservation of easements
for any existing utilities until such time that they are abandoned or relocated.

Part B) Staff recommends approval of the request, subject to the following conditions:

1. Reservation of easements for any existing utilities until such time that they are
abandoned or relocated.

2. Provision of an easement providing access to the driveway for the property located
at 1901 Burson Street.

STAFF REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Purpose of Request: The primary purpose of the vacations around the north, east and
south perimeters of Ashfield Park is to enable the City to clean up the area adjoining
the park by updating the ‘paper streets’ or proposed streets designated as right-of-way
but never constructed as such, combine the lots, and make it consistent with the park
boundaries that fall within the right-of-way area.

Additionally, there is a proposal to vacate East 19" Street between Maple Street and
Hubbell Avenue and the alleyway between East 19" Street and Hubbell Avenue. The
vacation of East 19" Street would provide additional space for parking and circulation
associated with the park while also addressing emergency services access. Currently,
East 191 Street encourages illegal cut-through traffic through the neighborhood and
access on to the highway ramp of Interstate 235 towards East University Avenue,
which is signed for emergency vehicles only. The vacation of the alley between East
19th Street and Hubbell Avenue is proposed to address an existing driveway
encroachment and to also not create a dead-end right-of-way as a result of the
vacation. An access easement will be necessary to allow the property at 1901 Burson
Street to continue to use their existing driveway off East 19" Street.

2. Size of Site: The requested segments of right-of-way, comprise a total of
approximately 1.58 acres (69,087 square feet).

3. Existing Zoning (site): “P1” and “P2” Public, Civic and Institutional District, and “RX1”
Mixed Use Districts.
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Existing Land Use (site): The requested segments are undeveloped street and alley
rights-of-way around the existing Ashfield Park and residential uses.

Adjacent Land Use and Zoning:
North — “RX1”, “P1”, “P2”; Uses are one-household residential and park parking lot.

South - “RX1”, “ROW”; Uses are one-household residential and Hubbell Avenue right-
of-way.

East — “RX1”; Uses are one-household residential.
West — “RX1”, “P2”, Uses are one-household residential and church.

General Neighborhood/Area Land Uses: The subject area consists of multiple
segments of ‘paper street and alley rights-of-way’ that are around Ashfield Park. The
surrounding area is immediately south of Interstate 235 and includes a mix of
residential, and highway oriented commercial and industrial uses.

Applicable Recognized Neighborhood(s): The subject properties are located within
the Capitol East Neighborhood. All recognized neighborhood associations were notified
of the meeting by emailing of the Preliminary Agenda on July 18, 2025, and by emailing
of the Final Agenda on August 1, 2025. Additionally, separate notifications of the
hearing for this specific item were mailed on July 28, 2025 (10 days prior) to the
applicable neighborhood associations and to the primary titleholder on file with the Polk
County Assessor for each property adjoining the requested public Right-of-Way.

Relevant Zoning History: None.

PlanDSM: Creating Our Tomorrow Land Use Plan Designation: Parks and Open
Space, Business Park, Community Mixed Use.

Applicable Regulations: Taking into consideration the criteria set forth in Chapter 18B
of the lowa Code, the Commission reviews all proposals to vacate land dedicated for a
specific public purpose, such as for streets and parks, to determine whether the land is
still needed for such purpose or may be released (vacated) for other use. The
recommendation of the Commission is forwarded to the City Council.

ADDITIONAL APPLICABLE INFORMATION

. Utilities: Identified utilities located near the impacted area include water valves, water

hydrants, distribution water mains, sanitary sewer conduit, sanitary sewer manholes,
and non-City-owned streetlights. Easements must be reserved for any existing utilities
until such time that they are abandoned or relocated at the applicant’s expense.

Traffic/Access: The requested vacations would not negatively impact access to
private properties or traffic patterns. However, the vacation of East 19t Street will
impact the property at 1901 Burson Street that has an existing driveway off East 19t
Street. Should this street be vacated, an access easement should be reserved to allow
access to this property.

/ \\ Armory Building * 602 Robert D Ray Drive « Des Moines, lowa 50309




lll. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Part A) Staff recommends approval of the request subject to the reservation of easements
for any existing utilities until such time that they are abandoned or relocated.

Part B) Staff recommends approval of the request, subject to the following conditions:

1. Reservation of easements for any existing utilities until such time that they are
abandoned or relocated.

2. Provision of an easement providing access to the driveway for the property located
at 1901 Burson Street.

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Leah Rudolphi asked if any member of the public or commission desired to speak on the
item. No one requested to speak.

COMMISSION ACTION

Johnny Alcivar made a motion for approval the following:

Part A) Approval of the request subject to the reservation of easements for any existing
utilities until such time that they are abandoned or relocated.

Part B) Approval of the request, subject to the following conditions:

1. Reservation of easements for any existing utilities until such time that they are
abandoned or relocated.

2. Provision of an easement providing access to the driveway for the property located
at 1901 Burson Street.

THE VOTE: 12-0

Respectfully submitted,

But DA~

Bert Drost
Planning & Urban Design Deputy Administrator

BAD:mrw
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