
Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

to
Date ........June 29,.2p26,

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM GRAHAM INVESTMENT COMPANY,
REPRESENTED BY JEFF HATFIELD TO DEMOLISH THREE STRUCTURES

LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF 401 GRAND AVENUE PURSUANT TO SECTION
58-70 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, Graham Investment Company owns the real property located at 401 Grand Avenue,

411 Grand Avenue, 417 Grand Avenue, and 516 4th Street, (collectively, the "Buildings") and has

proposed to demolish the Buildings; and

WHEREAS, the Buildings are not on the National Register of Historic Places, they are not located

within a local historic district, and they are not a local landmark; and

WHEREAS, the Development Services Director has determined the Buildings are greater than 50

years old, are deemed historically significant, and they meet the criteria for landmark designation

set forth in City ofDes Moines Municipal Code § 58-58; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Historic Preservation Ordinance, the Development Services

Director has referred the application to City Council for review; and

WHEREAS, City Council is required to consider oral and written comments from all interested

parties and determine if the proposed demolition should be referred to the City's Historic

Preservation Commission for further study and review.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City ofDes Moines, Iowa,

as follows:

Upon due consideration of the facts, and any and all statements of interested persons and

arguments of counsel, any objections to the proposed demolition, are hereby received and filed.

(Council Communication No. ^(ff',^C{/? )



Roll Call Number Agenda Item Number

^
Date .June29,.2Q26,

Alternative A

MOVED by _ to REFER the application requesting approval to demolish

the Buildings located at 401 Grand Avenue, 411 Grand Avenue, 417 Grand Avenue and 516 4th

Street to the Historic Presei-vation Commission for further study and review.

Second by

MOVED by

Alternative B

to APPROVE the request to demolish the Buildings at

401 Grand Avenue, 411 Grand Avenue, 417 Grand Avenue, and 516 4th Street, subject to all

conditions and requirements set forth in City ofDes Moines Municipal Code § 58-70(d).

Second by

A/ TmiCM jq.. £)u/fv
Emily A. Duffy
Assistant City Attorney

COUNCIL ACTION

BOESEN

SIMONSON

voss

BARRON

WESTERGAARD

MANDELBAUM

GATTO

TOTAL

YEAS NAYS PASS

MOTION CARMED A

ABSENT

PROVED

Mayor

CERTIFICATE

I, LAURA BAUMGARTNER, City Clerk of said
City hereby certify that at a meeting of the City
Council of said City of Des Moines, held on the
above date, among other proceedings the above

was adopted.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

Clerk
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THE GRAHAM GROUP, INC.

505 5"* Ave. #200
DES MOINES, IOWA 50309

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT
PROPBRTY MANAGEMENT

May 19, 2026

Jason Van Essen, AICP
Planning and Urban Design Administrator
1200 Locust Street
DesMoines,IA 50309

RE: Brown Garage at 401 Grand Avenue, Des Moines

Dear Jason:

This letter confirms our emails and discussions with the City ofDes Moines staff that we intend to
demolish the Brown Garage in 2026 due to its functional obsolescence. It is not conducive to modem
parking of automobiles, and the structure dates back to the 1920's and earlier,

We met with the following local companies over the last year to discuss their interest in buying the Brown
Garage and reusing the structure: Knapp Properties, Rypma Properties, High Properties, Graham
Construction, Christiansen Development and Lawmark Capital. None of the representatives had an
interest in keeping or developing the existing Brown Garage structure. These companies made the
following comments about the current building conditions:

• The Brown Garage lacks structural integrity (it would be very difficult to remove the steel
infrastructure without having the exterior facades collapse)

• The Brown Garage is an odd shape for efficient commercial development

• Parking demand is very low in downtown Des Moines

• The building has outlived its useful life

Please let us know if you have any questions, and what the next steps are regarding this process. Thank
you in advance for your assistance during this process.

Sinceiel^ours,

^^.J^s^
fbug Den Adel, President

The Graham Group, Inc.
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Des Moines' Brown Garage
A PARKING PLACE FOR MANY MEMORIES

^
1

ByGntErt
Th* old BnnroatntBtt hnrth

Street and Gnad Awoa* t» u utfy
(T.ythtec.

ItcregctaiinawnBtiBbuni
wltk Un* iiui flu ttarti

uuth acnu Onad d lt» ipuUat
itnunUnad co—In — the dty't NW

[pni*..
Brt It hu haul. ud tk* tpput

tcuctty to wttne optntta| u tt
bMtorjwn.

K'1 (ot—nnUtr too, nd mcmorio.
Ab. tbot BBDOri«r WUd WACk

aroulng •1U Ike local* «p In U»
top-Boor pnting tf during Warid
War d, dedric un ptaud In far
tte day to nchirtt far U» trip knme,
rfh ckancfn hiaglni ort •t th*
oy &cyfeQiad bffl depot jst
ttoitnet

... Bt» budt ittricUni nu In
tundo* and inmuo In (*acy townt, •
rWt by Adolptffitkr'i armored «ttU
CM-and • mMnUlcurt iMri—dtapliy
al mounted (Ixh, tTphlWflm Mid
ntertowl la tte adjacent Brow
Hotel, which •ur»ud In l»t».

... ManoriN o( Un uf - and
do«nu — n( domilom De* Mofam.

And, coTued In S2 yun' *c-
cumnIaUon at (mat, I** and trim*,
we iDtuiorid tem fcT(ott<o by
panentgr and lit ptople «rtn driw
tkdr can and tnd th* panmt in
the Unri eancnte itnctun.

It opeatd in IWt with a pit b*U
Uut (eatand a 100.pl«c» orebutra
*nd down lar Uu luUea. Wltli i
uptdty of l,2i0 can, It wu UUed u
tie Uiird l«r(c«t In the country,
nnUng behind one In Barton that
pwked »,000 can ud one In St. Loul*
that parked 1,700.

Hath WUUum, »4, th* luage'i
man«(er now, and John 'Red"
Hemllng, (5, the forenin,
rememb«r ilmoit u much u
anybody about UK plan. WiUun
ku worked then <1 yem; Hendlag,
St.

"The original McUon w •
coUtmun." built uonnd (lie turn of
tie cuttury, wh«n Du Molnf ant
resident* gaUiend (w »tage tbom
and concerb.uU WUUun*.

"Somebody loU nu thue •u *
stable In Uxn •omewbut, I don't
know when," btiddad.

In the eu-ly (toy, there ww time
m*j(«tlc thuten dmitowi, ptaity
of ruUuruta and rii or dtht
buttling hotel*. Can curytBg men in
tuxedoe* tad daullngly drentd
women kept tha plac* bustling
evening* and melundt.

"We haodltd «U Un p*rUn| to tbe
U>uttn,"uldWUU*mi.

Htueling tddad, "We uad to
hudle aevcil hmdred un on a
Saturday night, hid to btve eight or
nine part-time pirken. Non, we
hudle it all wltli five |uy» during the
week. Then'* vay little buuneu on
weekend*."

There wen pluty of bnilBB—n ID
the buUdint in UK eariy dayi, too: i
Bulck detlenklp, • bmUnt alley, the
Jewtih New and Hiwkeye Btotey,
to name t (ew.

Jiat about ifl of the *P»CB now ii
u»ed (or parking, ud the little tpace
left for biulBua It ncut,

"Stontr wu our last tuant,"
quipped WUU*BU, nfuring to R»
pubUeaa Tom Stoner, who cloud U*
camp*i(D hudquirtert In Ibe
building dter loilng a US. Stnate
primary bid tgliiut Con(reumtn
Chula Granlcy ID Jnnt.

And the parking builneu hr
changed, too.

-Altar Worid War U, wkad • lot
ft ritkt bulnf far twUto," NM

"IdoBtkamrwkmttdl
mat Thlnf ituud chan»iB| to tke
IttoWudNriytto."

Raumntt id thrtm rttrtrf
chatB( tad th hotri*' cUrtde
cUnfd u bnrintUN and pwpto
movtdtBUNtabnrti

Downtown Da Mototf tow potnt,
tt« na tpfd, CUB* ibort 10 ytu*
t»-

"It tootad Uk» It wu |aia| to Ay
•p." nM BnNllnt "It todNd pnt^
ud (or artto. You'd ne - nmy
wcutdf and no tfn o( aajrttlnt
cunlnt In. EvrytUaa wu gotag o«t
lotbtihoniuitnufl*."

Ht tnwd tfw d<WBtowilB rwtovtl-

ItlxUf Ui* cUip -Hi
puttat pny W.bdU •w tt«
•tnd.-'tputtUnt."

Dmntmn Dr MalN, k* tdtel,
"mWJnhiRnmmdtC»11an"
to trin» nltan, Wi and
btktotttdtircsn.

B—U*| ud WUUaar^tan Ito
Mini Bnm Banr cm tuM to om,
<nn U U I* u Btty dncUlDtunoBf
(Towtaj flock of iwtufc

Thtj t*k« prid* in ttdr "cBntdt"
btlag "II pwcent profutloMl
pNpto" - Ify—and daetau.

And Buy note Out Bnn Omit,
unUte Ike new fanaW ODN, te
actowd nt hnud.

"Wfn hn-Nrriu new, Mil m'w
pt • inlUt lirt," HNNUm nU
•Ukpridt.

"Ow CUew* ghw pmnal nrvtc*.
Wt-re ft • meckuric wtoTl ttnrto*
your drwUle you're wofUnt.-

"And irtun * cu- ION put tb*t
damn (*tollB« pump, tt: gtt* tnll

pa,'

9urt,ktcoDccd<ri,th»nt»|
pnan will hr "nmptttthm "

But, umthow, ha <Bdn-t NNn too

Des Moines Tribune -1980



MKKT Ml-; ON THE CORNER

Des Moines Register- 2001 [ 516 FOUfth StfBBt

!»*t W ,t (» H nfNDMt.Jf/ TMt "tf*tMfH

Then: llu' l>^ Muini^ Auditorium was Now.'TheBrowndarage.shownasitLstoday,
!<-(>intt .itlri ,1 fnc in I'lll was dedicated in 1928.

Brown Garage was once

debated events center
By RENDA IUTZ

!ir ii in.uiis n| I ti's Mtijm's'

I ii-.1 ninniti|i;il .nntilinium

.1,un) ,1 tfv, lilix.ks trmn
I hr I'liinniil Mlr n| lh<' linv.i
I \rr\-, ( t'ntfl. llw* |)<-s Mi>in<~>

\inti|ri;um w,f, Ixnll in IH'D ,il
iii' I rtiiili s," A (xiiiinn ni ihis
l^nldiiif h.is Ixt'n lh«' !!rnwn
I >.llitl;r •-.un r I'W

I hr .nHliInniim 1,11 ill ni.inv
ii.iv^ivn-. l» pluns lin Muh •i
l.up'.nitlilonum in lh^ Moinf*.,

.mil m,in\ i("ink'nl.'< w<n'n>tl

,ll>'t)l tin-m'.ls lllr .ludltorium
w,i- rM'iiiu.dlv Ixjlll in iwrt
iliinu^h itir [mnlusr iil Ixinds

i>\ mnuuunilv rcsnlrnts,
I hi .luilihmum h.id ,1 >.i|>,nity

"I '.:'in ;nul w.i.s ihr linsi-'i
.iniiiiitiiuin in thr I'nilcd Sliitcs
\Mlh lllr i-'(ir[Xion nf ihr Uli

1 ,tt!,n Auiliim'ium Snitinn w;i.-<
I IKH i(J<-<i mi lh<' first ttixn.imwo
Ikildum-. iiiul in 2ti txxi's lh.it
(rUlll ^•,11 MX [>>1>|>lf C,ltll

(ifn-itnntinn of thf Ixiili.liiiH
w,f.d<'tkilitlli>ryt'.nv<'milt;<'I'

U.illrll ilcM^ncd .mil mt'rs.iw
llir ininplrlmn nl' Ihf tMiik
.nnlitnnum uhich W.LS Ixiill in
|U\1 .');> tLiys.

HK'lxnklinnw.isiifdKiititlun
Au>; 2h. Ih'^f S[x.tthi"i wrif
nnni liy Altx-rt 11 Cummin.",
pn-.iilni) (if lh<' .ni(liliniun)

(nnniiiKcf >ii)d ,1 hiluif louii
HOM'IIIIH'. MiiMU Jolin M.n\'i(;-

,ii: S[<lnr\- I n'-tfl. nwiu'l ot (he
I'li.^lll ()|H'1.1 tllHlM; ,l[ltl th>-

holdfi nl lllr jlnliKfiium IfU.st-
iind imv l^-^lit' Shuw

IJt'tlii.ilion wwk lnr ilir .iudi

tiiiiuin hnianhl in imilirni.'r.s lor
livr sll;llKht >i>iy.s, t'.nni-tl Inw;i

Des Molnes' first
municipal

auditorium faced
many nayiayers;
many residente
worried about

the costs.

•'opriuio I'.kir Ijimiln und (he
llffl Ml ins qiurtrl enlerlajni'd a
rnnvd (if .'.11X1 (-'oru't'ns fea-

lunnf; .TIN) sin^t-rs. ihc liwa
Slate Milit.m Biind and u tryv-
vhnj: mrn\ miaslrrl show ybu
dn-w t.irgf fnnvd*. ITw wwk
1 liiscd wnh y frolic mudp n|) of
skils iinil vyudevillf-stylf

rnlertainnwnt.
Un- dymu»;cd ihf ;iudiloriujn

(in .luiif 17, 19011. The Ixnlding
A'.LS only insured fi ir $.'5.11X1. bul
1 hr next Aiy up to S'«t.<N«l was
pliilSfd nt ;i cili/rn's nitflinfi lo
Ixnld a luifirr ;ind bt'tler
.ludilorium

l^'.nlrrs m;idc .surp the build-
ii4! wu.s compteled hy Ai4;. 1 for
Ihe slulr Ki'|xiblican tnnv<.'ntit>n.
'ITie rebuilt auditorium is pic-
lurwj loplpfl.

As llir numlx'r i>l O)nvrn-
lions, .shiwt> ;ind enlprtainers
iiun'usetl in Dp.s Moines.
aipaciiy cniwcls sixm .spilled out
DI Ihr uuditorium, lo relieve Ihe
tTiiwUinn, ,in H,5(XI-.se;it roli-
scum was built in 1909 al Fir.st
und Lx.'ust .'•treels The uudilo-
1 imn then ramr under the lease
nl Sum -uitl l.cc Shuherl,

nutionallv-known thcaler
nwners.

The Shufaerts spent $20,(XX)
renovating the auditorium and
preparing for its 32-week run of
live enterlainmcnt and motion
piilures, Convention-s were
hixiked during the pluyhouse'i
i>ff-sca.M>n.

the audiKirium again was
gutted by fire in 1911. This sec-
and fire left wen less of the
original building. Editorial wril-
rrs at the RegLster were among
thtxse urging that (he slructure
he rebuilt.

A concert by Ihe Minnedp(ili.s
Orcheslra marked Ihe May 24.
1912. reopening of the iiudilori-
um. City directories list the
auditorium until \CQ4, What led
lo l he audftonum's rlosing Is
unclear

Music was bniught back to the
old building during a gala ball lo
dedirate the Brown Garage in
Fetyuary MW. A KX^piece
orcheslra played as dancer.s

filled the spadous parking
garage. With a capacity of 1,250
care. the Brown Garage hecanw
the third-largest parking garage
in the country-.

Descendents ot l-.rne.st W.
Bruwn, the founder of the
parking garage. Interstate
A»-urance Company and the
Brown Hotel sold the parking
gnragc lo the Grahum Invest-
men) Co. in I9K2. Toduy the uld
uuditurium is used fur storage
and for a portion ot the parking
Kiirage.
Raportir Renda Luti cm ba wachtd il

(515) 284-8528 or
lulzrSnawi.dmrsn corn
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SOMETHING OF THE GREAT AUDITORIUM ENTERTAINMENTS AND HOW THE
GREAT BUILDING IS TO BE DEDICATED.

An 1899 rendering of the Des Moines Auditorium

PEOPLE & COMMUNITY

Stage names: A history of performance venues in

three acts
By Dave Elbert

Two components of the 20-year-old Iowa Events Center
were renamed this week. As of Tuesday, Wells Fargo
Arena is now Casey's Center and Hy-Vee Hall is EMC

Expo Center.

This is not the first, and surety not the last, change for
Des Moines' performance venues. The first three major
ones — the Auditorium, Cotiseum and KRNT Theater —

no longer exist.

ELBERTS
BACKSTORIES



The Auditorium
The city's first big space for events was the 3,000-seat Des Moines Auditorium, built in 1899 at 516
Fourth St., two blocks south of today's Events Center. That building still stands, minus most of its
19th-century architectural features, as a garage and warehouse.

When the Auditorium opened in August 1899, it had two balconies and a stage that could hold as
many as 500 performers. Supporters claimed only one opera house in the country, in Chicago, was
larger. Opening night featured music and speeches by Gov. Leslie M. Shaw and Mayor John
MacVicar Sr.

It took three years to raise the $35,000 to finance the three-story building but only 55 working days to
erect it. According to materials from the chamber of commerce, officials hoped the Auditorium and the
city's early adoption of electric street lights and "dry roads that are available for bicycling," would
attract tourists and conventioneers.

They did. More than 80 conventions were held in Des Moines the first year the auditorium was open,
including a Mothers' Congress and a national gathering of music teachers.

•m
b"?il^

srsi».

r^s^i^

:M/:tiI
&' :^

^«^-%^%g

A 1908 rendering of the Des Moines Coliseum

The Coliseum
The rapid increase of conventions required a larger venue, and in 1908 a fundraising goal of
$100,000 was set for a Cotiseum that would hold 10,000 people.

There were a few stumbles, and the cost climbed to $125,000. But by the end of 1909, the new
Coliseum stood more than three stories tail on the west bank of the Des Moines River, north of the
new 1903 library and directly across the river from where a new city hall would be built in 1912.

The Coliseum opened with an agricultural exposition that featured a 3-foot ear of corn from Peru and
a state-of-the-art biplane. Six-day bicycle races were held inside during the early years, and on Sept.
11,1941, the Coliseum hosted Charles Lindbergh's famous anti-war speech during the America First
movement before World War II. It drew a crowd of 8,000 who alternately booed and cheered both
Lindbergh and President Roosevelt, whose nationwide radio address preceded Lindbergh's talk.

The Coliseum had been advertised as "fireproof," but it burned down in 1949 and was replaced in
1955 with Veterans Memorial Auditorium. Built on a hill overlooking downtown, the new $5.25 million
auditorium could hold more than 15,000 people.



KRNT Theater
The Auditorium was replaced in 1927 by
the Shrine Temple Auditorium at Ninth
and Pleasant streets. Backed by local
Masons, the theater cost $1 .3 million and
could seat 4,200. The humorist Will
Rogers performed at its opening, on April
6. (Photo courtesy of the Des Moines
Chamber of Commerce.)

Following World War II, the Shrine was
renamed KRNT Theater for the radio
station that had broadcast from its stage
since the 1930s. (The station's owners,
the Cowles family, chose the call letters
RNT as a nod to their newspapers, the
Register and Tribune.) The newly
renamed theater hosted Des Moines' first
Broadway musical, "Oklahoma!" At the
premiere on Sept. 9, 1946, the governors of Iowa and Oklahoma arrived in a "surrey with the fringe
on top."

The KRNT Theater was replaced in 1979 with the $9.7 million Des Moines Civic Center at 221 Walnut
St. The old theater was acquired by Principal Financial Group in 1983 and torn down.

Today, the 2,700-seat Civic Center is one of several venues owned and operated by Des Moines
Performing Arts, along with Cowles Commons across the street and the Temple Theater in the
beautifully preserved Temple for Performing Arts, which Masons built at 1011 Locust St. in 1913.

After 46 years, the Civic Center remains an essential part of Des Moines cultural life. The former
Auditorium is now storage space, the long-gone Coliseum has been replaced by the new federal
courthouse, the KRNT Theater is now a pocket park — and the newly renamed Casey's Center
serves some of Iowa's most popular pizza.

Dave Elbert has covered Iowa business news and local history for more than 40 years, first for the
Des Maine Register and then the Business Record. Read more of Elbert's Backstories at
dsmmaaazine. corn.

SHARE THIS STORY

WEEKEND SECTION PRESENTED BY CATCH DES MOINES



6/17/26, 4:39 PM City council to consider request to raze Brown Garage - Business Record

Business Record - 2026

ain

E
I

The Brown Garage at Fourth Street and Grand Avenue could be demolished later this summer if the Des Moines City 3

Council approves a request to raze the parking garage. Photo by JLL S
LU
ai

The Des Moines City Council will consider a request to demolish the Brown Garage at Fourth B

Street and Grand Avenue at its meeting on June 29. Lj
u

Demolishing the parking garage will open the area for redevelopment, said Doug Den Adel, ^
Ill

president of Graham Group, the owner of the garage, p
LU

"That's our game plan," he said. "We don't have an idea or a plan for it other than we're looking w

to market it." ^

If approved, demolition would occur in late August or early September, Den Adel said.

The Brown Garage has about 450 parking spaces. Keck Parking managed the parking

operation, and Domino's and Operation Downtown Des Moines also leased space in the

building. Those leases expired at the end of 2025, so the time seemed right to move ahead with

demolishing the building, Den Adel said.

He also cited other parking garages in the area that have low occupancy in the decision to raze

the Brown Garage.
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According to the Polk County Assessor's website, the more than 35,000-square-foot parking

garage was built in 1 925. It sits on about 1.15 acres.

Carrie Kruse, economic development administrator with the city of Des Moines, said the city is

working with Graham Group to retain the skywalk corridor that goes through the garage after it

is demolished.

"That skywalk corridor is a really important connection point in maintaining the connectivity of

the Iowa Events Center and the various skywalk-connected hotels from a convention business

standpoint," she said. "Both the city and Polk County are interested in making sure the skywalk

corridor does not get demolished as part of the garage demolition."

Kruse said the city is working on various agreements that could come forward soon for

consideration to ensure the skywalk corridor is retained.

Den Adel said ensuring that the skywalk remains intact is a top priority.

"We are working with engineers and planners to make sure that it doesn't get disturbed," he

said. ^
LU

UJDen Adel said to accommodate keeping the skywalk intact, a small section of the Brown

Garage will remain after demolition. w

uj

"We're going to take it as close to the skywalk bridge as possible with the demo, so there will be ^

a little bit of the old Brown Garage remaining, a 30-foot-wide section or so," he said. ^

LU

Substance Architecture and KCL Engineering have been hired to navigate the demolition around 85

the skywalk. ^
LLJ
0

Den Adel said the skywalk will remain open during demolition, with the exception of a few days ^
w

when it will close out of an abundance of caution as those sections of the garage nearest to g

the skywalk are razed.

_1
wThe Brown Garage actually is made up of three buildings. The garage, the YMCA building at the §
UJ

comer of Fourth and Grand where Domino's was located, and the old Des Moines Theater on z

Fourth Street.

Those buildings were gutted, and with the addition of steel and concrete they were converted

into parking spaces when the garage was built in 1 925 by Ernest Brown, the owner of the

Brown Hotel.

The hotel opened in 1911 and was considered one of the premier hotels in the city at that time,

said Jeff Hatfield, senior vice president at Graham Group.
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The now long-demolished hotel was across Fourth Street from where the Brown Garage

stands.

The garage originally had more than 600 spaces but as the size of cars increased, the number

of spaces were reduced, Hatfield said.

Kruse said the city isn't aware of any proposals to redevelop the site.

"But it will be a really great redevelopment site once the garage is demolished," she said.



Hi Jacob and the City of Des Moines team,

The Brown Garage-401 Grand Avenue is undoubtedly eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places and as a
City of Des Moines local landmark. This build represents a unique purpose-built design for the early automotive influence on

downtown Des Moines. This block expresses important historical significance in design, association with the development of

Des Moines, scale and historic building materials. The demolition of this block would pose a significant adverse impact to the
CityofDesMoines.

I strongly oppose the issuance of a demolition permit and encourage the delays available to the City to consider alternatives
to demolition of this block.

Please let me know if there is additional information I can provide.

Best,

Ann H. Schmid

Commissioner, City of Des Moines, Historic Preservation Commission.


