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APPROVING AN EXCEPTION TO THE PROCUREMENT ORDINANCE COMPETITIVE RFP
PROCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR GOOD CAUSE AND ACCEPTING PROPOSAL OF HOLLAND & KNIGHT
LLP TO PROVIDE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS SERVICES AND APPROVAL OF CONTRACT FOR
THE PROVISION OF SAME

WHEREAS, federal policy and funding issues have significant impact on City services and infrastructure; and,

WHEREAS, the opportunity to receive additional federal funding i is s1gn1ﬁcant1y expanded with the authorization of
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (“the Act”); and,

WHEREAS, the City is certain to benefit from the assistance of persons located in Washington, D.C. representing
the City’s interests; and,

WHEREAS, the Finance Department prepared a Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit professional federal government
affairs services and the Procurement Division solicited bids for such services by issuing RFPs to 23 potential proposers with 9
proposals received, with a short response time and followed the usual RFP process with the exception that notice of the RFP was not

published; and,

WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends that the procurement of such services be exempted from the competitive RFP
process for good cause shown, pursuant to Section 2-710(b) of the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, due to the need to
procure such services as soon as possible in order to meet the Act deadlines; and,

WHEREAS, an evaluation and selection committee reviewed the proposals and recommends the selection'of Holland &
Knight, LLP, as the highest scorer based on the weighting criteria described in the RFP and is the most qualified to represent the
City of Des Moines on federal policy and funding matters.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, lowa, that good cause has been
shown to exempt the procurement of federal government affairs services from the Procurement Ordinance competitive RFP process.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposal submitted by Holland & Knight, LLP is hereby accepted and the Mayor is
authorized and directed to execute an agreement with Holland & Knight, LLP to provide such services for an amount not to exceed
$7,500.00 per month, plus travel expenses, for a period of one year, with up to three 1 year renewal options, a copy of which is on
file in the City Clerk’s Office, for and on behalf of the City of Des Moines, and the City Clerk is authorized to attest to his signature.
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