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WHEREAS, at its May 23, 2012 hearing, with a subsequent Decision and Order entered into the
record on May 29, 2012, the City of Des Moines Zoning Board of Adjustment (“Board”) approved an
application for a temporary use variance from F&J Mobile Homes, Inc. for a temporary five-year use ofa
3.07-acre property in the vicinity of 7500 Bloomfield Road for a commercial business involving outdoor
storage of recreational vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the Board approved a temporary five-year use variance for a use not permitted in the
C-2 and R-5 zoning districts; and

WHEREAS, granting the use variance to allow permanent retention of a commercial business that
involves outdoor storage of recreational vehicles would not be consistent with the intended spirit and
purpose of the Zoning Ordinance. The land in question can produce a reasonable return since the site can
continue to be used as a storage yard utilized by residents of the mobile home park. Furthermore,
allowing the use in perpetuity would not be within the essential character of the locality of the land in
question. The outdoor storage of recreational vehicles requires an “M” Industrial zoning designation. A
permanent industrial use at this site is not appropriate given its highly visible location along Southridge
Boulevard, which functions as a gateway to the City of Des Moines; and

WHEREAS, allowing the business to continue to operate on a conditional basis for up to and no
more than five (5) years is reasonable since development on the surrounding properties is not immediately
imminent. Therefore, a temporary five-year use variance is appropriate in this instance so long as the
business operates in accordance with the following conditions set forth below:

1. Any use of the property for a commercial business that involves outdoor storage of
recreational vehicles shall cease within five (5) years or no later than May 29, 2017.

2. Vehicles shall be stored on crushed asphalt surfaces. All maneuvering aisles shall be héfd-
surfaced.

3. Provision of a 20-foot wide landscape area along Southridge Boulevard, either on the subject
property or within an easement on adjoining DOT right-of-way that is landscaped with at
least four overstory trees and eight evergreen trees per 100 lineal feet. (Note: this is the
bufferyard requirement contained in the City’s Landscape Standards for parking lots over
100,000 square feet in area.)

4. All required landscaping shall be planted by August 31, 2012.
5. Prohibition of any signage.
6. All vehicles stored on the property shall be licensed and operable.

7. All vehicles stored on the property shall be arranged in an orderly manner along paved drive
aisles.

8. The Use Variance shall be subject to amendment or revocation if the Zoning Enforcement
Officer determines that any condition established in the Zoning Board of Adjustment’s
Decision and Order is violated or determines that the operation of the business becomes a
nuisance.
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WHEREAS, in accordance with Municipal Code Section 134-65(d), if the Board grants a
a separation requirement, the Decision and Order shall be referred to the City Council for its
review pursuant to Towa Code Section 414.7. The City Council may review such decision within 30 days
after the decision is filed. After such review, the City Council may remand the decision to the Board for
further study. If the City Council does not act to review the decision within 30 days after it is filed, the
decision shall become effective on the 31 day. If the City Council declines to remand the decision, the
decision shall become final on the date of the council’s action. If the City Council remands a decision to
the Board, the effective date of the decision is delayed for 30 days from the date of remand.

variance to

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, Iowa,

as follows:

v

The City Council remands the Decision and Order to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for further study. The effective date of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment’s decision will be deferred for 30 days from the date of remand.

The City Council takes no action to review the Decision and Order. The
decision of the Zoning Board of Adjustment will become final on June 28,

2012.

The City Council declines to remand the decision to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment. The decision will become final on the date of the Council’s

action.
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